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WATER RESOURCES TECHNICAL COMMITTEE (WRTC)
BUSINESS MEETING & WORK SESSIONS
September, 2008

(10:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.)

COG Meeting Room #1, First Floor

Business Meeting (10 a.m. –12:00 p.m.)
Working Lunch (12:00 – 12:15 p.m.)
Parallel Work Sessions (12:15 - 1:30 p.m.)
COG Meeting Rooms #1 and #3, First Floor
AGENDA
I. Call to Order & Introductions –  Uwe Kirste, WRTC Chair
(10:00 – 10:10 a.m.)
II. WRTC Chair Rotation and Membership Enhancements – Tanya Spano, COG staff
(10:10 - 10:30 a.m.)
After discussions with Uwe Kirste, COG staff is recommending that the WRTC add a Vice Chair position - rotating the Chair and Vice Chair positions between wastewater and stormwater representatives.  Under this proposed committee structure, Mr. Kirste (Prince William County) has agreed to become the new Vice Chair, representing stormwater interests, and Elaine Schaeffer (Fairfax County) has agreed to be the new WRTC Chair, representing wastewater interests.
Ms. Spano will briefly review the linkages between the Chesapeake Bay Policy Committee, the WRTC, and its Regional Monitoring Subcommittee, in terms of roles and responsibilities, as well as efforts to enhance wastewater and stormwater membership through the use of various Work Groups.  She will also review some draft protocols for the WRTC’s consideration to reflect these enhancements.
Actions:
WRTC members will be asked to agree to the creation of a Vice Chair position; the proposed Chair and Vice Chair; and any revisions to the draft WRTC protocols.
III. Chesapeake Bay Program (CBP) & Related Updates - Tanya Span, Steve Bieber, Karl Berger, & Tomlyne Malcolm
(10:30 – 11:00 a.m.)

COG staff continues to provide routine updates on the activities of the EPA/CBP and state activities related to nutrient and sediment load reductions, potential reallocations, and TMDLs.

Ms. Spano will briefly summarize the latest CBP and related developments; noting in particular the delays and current status of the various modeling events and reallocation discussions, recent EPA guidance, as well as the current timeline for these efforts and opportunities for input from COG’s members.  This will include updates on the upcoming Principal Staff Committee (PSC) meeting (9/23/08), as well as the CBP’s Report to Congress.  Staff will address any additional questions the WRTC members may have regarding specific program areas.  In addition, Ms. Spano will provide updates on the status of the various recommendations that the WRTC agreed to at their July 10th meeting; including:
· CBP’s 2030 Projections - Specifically the use of actual COG region projections as part of a ‘Hybrid’ approach for more accurately estimating wastewater flow/load projections;
· The establishment of an Urban Land Work Group to address various land use/growth projection assumptions, and the upcoming technical work session (Oct. 9th); and
· Recommendations from the WRTC and/or CBPC to the CBP to increase local government involvement in the CBP’s TMDL Load Allocation planning process and related efforts.
Feedback:
WRTC members will be asked to identify any additional information needs, and any specific issues/recommendations to bring to bring to the attention of the CBPC at their September 19th meeting.
IV. Climate Change – COG Air Program staff, and Tanya Spano 
(11:00 – 11:25 a.m.)
COG’s Climate Change Steering Committee developed a draft Climate Change report that was approved by the COG Board on July 9 for stakeholder and public comment.  The Climate Change Steering Committee is requesting public comments on the report by September 30.  In addition, the Water Environment Federation (WEF) and seven other water organizations are developing a position statement for Congress.
COG staff to the Climate Change Steering Committee will present highlights of the draft Climate Change report and recommendations - noting any specific references to wastewater and/or stormwater-related issues, and summarize parallel State and regional Climate Change initiatives.  Ms. Spano will summarize current WEF activities and note proposed collaboration to address various wastewater issues, and links to COG-sponsored Sustainability-Climate Change workshops.  [Note:  More specific information regarding the wastewater treatment plant Greenhouse House Gas (GHG) inventory development will be addressed in the subsequent wastewater work session.]
Feedback:
Provide input and recommendations to the CBPC, at their September 19th meeting, concerning the draft COG Climate Change report – specifically to ensure that the report properly reflects the efforts by, and concerns of, local jurisdictions/agencies to address wastewater and stormwater-related Climate Change issues.
V. Loss of Operational Funding for Susquehanna and Potomac Basin River Gages - Steve Bieber
(11:25 – 11:40 a.m.)

Data collection at several stream gages in the Potomac Basin will be discontinued on September 30, 2008 due to funding reductions from agencies that share operating costs with the USGS.  Although historic data will remain accessible, no new data will be collected unless one or more new funding partners are found.
COG staff will provide an overview of the stream gages to be discontinued, their importance to the COG region, the estimated cost to continue their operation, and potential options for alternative funding.
Feedback:
WRTC members will be asked for their thoughts regarding the issue and options.
VI. CBP-Related Issues & Regional Updates – COG staff
(11:40 - 11:50 p.m.)
COG staff periodically prepare a summary of various legislative, regulatory and regional activities that are of interest or potential impact to COG’s members; noting their status and listing COG staff contacts for these issues.

COG staff will address any questions the WRTC members may have regarding these and any other issues.
Feedback:
WRTC members will be asked to identify any other issues or initiatives that they wish COG staff to pursue.
VII. Around the Room – WRTC Members
(11:50 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.)

COG staff has compiled a list (see attached) of upcoming meetings and events in the region that may be of interest to the WRTC members.
Feedback:
WRTC members will be asked to note any particular activities their jurisdiction/agency is undertaking or additional items of interest or concern that they believe would be of interest to the other members.

VIII. Working Lunch / Adjourn Business Meeting – Uwe Kirste, Chair
(12:00 - 12:15 p.m.)

IX. Work Sessions
[Work Sessions will be held in Rooms #1 and #3]
(12:15 - 1:30 p.m.)
A. Stormwater –  Addressing the latest regulatory developments in Maryland, Virginia & the District of Columbia
This work session will include a discussion of CBP stormwater TMDL wasteload allocation developments, an update on Montgomery County’s draft stormwater permit, and COG’s planned CBP Watershed Model Work Session (to be held on October 9th).
B. Wastewater – The latest in regional/local WWTP developments re: Growth Projections, Climate Change - Greenhouse Gas (GHG) Inventories, & Sustainability
This work session will include a brief update on the 2030 WWTP projections and the proposed “Hybrid Approach”.  The primary focus will be to review the WWTP GHG emissions inventory and related assumptions used in COG’s draft Climate Change report; as well as to provide an overview of preliminary analysis that WERF has conducted regarding WWTP GHG inventories [which is being done as part of a collaborative effort between WERF and the Chesapeake Bay Foundation (CBF) and the National Resources Defense Council (NRDC)]; and a discussion of how COG’s WWTPs could help collaborate in this and related national efforts.
X. Adjourn
(1:30 p.m.)

FUTURE MEETINGS / KEY EVENTS

2008

September 11th - WEF TMDL Development & Implementation:  Current Progress & Future Direction Seminar
September 19th - CBPC Meeting
Proposed Agenda Items:
· Presentation on COG Climate Change Report and summary of WRTC input
· State Funding Issues/Opportunities
· MD – 2010 Implementation Grant

· VA – WQIF
· Review of Stormwater Regulatory Developments in VA, MD, & DC
· Highlights of CBP Activities and Bay-wide TMDL/Potential Reallocations & WRTC recommendations
· Updates on Greater Washington 2050
September 22nd – CBP’s Principal Staff Committee (PSC) Meeting – COG Training Center
September 26th - CWEA Brownbag on Maryland’s Nutrient Trading Program
October 9th – COG’s Urban Load Work Session

October 29th - Regional Monitoring Subcommittee Meeting (at Broad Run Water Reclamation Facility) 
Agenda Topics:
· Presentation by Fairfax County and USGS on their joint study about watershed scale response to BMP implementation 
· Montgomery County will present about their study of BMP effectiveness on a watersheds level BMP Assessment Project in Montgomery County
· Monitoring Program Highlights—including a debrief on the Potomac Monitoring Forum Outcomes, and an around the room

· Optional tour of the Broad Run Water Reclamation Facility and its methods for on-site stormwater management

October 28th – Regional Outreach work group meeting - at Blue Plains WWTP
November 13th - WRTC Meeting
Proposed Agenda Items:
· CBP Issues (recommendations regarding allocations)
· Presentations by USGS/Fairfax/Montgomery County on their BMP Monitoring Studies

· Highlights from October Regional Monitoring Subcommittee Meeting
· Report Out on Urban Land Load Work Session
· Overview of September 23rd CBP’s Principle Staff Committee Meeting
November 21st - CBPC Meeting
Proposed Agenda Items:

· State Legislative Recommendations

· Presentation on Proposed Stormwater Provision of Federal Transportation Funding Bill
· Presentation on Local Growth and Nutrient Cap/Allocation and TMDL Issues and Recommendations
2009

Spring/Summer (Date TBD) – WRTC-sponsored Broad Run Water Reclamation Facility Tour (focused on wastewater treatment, reuse, and biosolids processes and issues)
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