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Key Activities:
• Jurisdictions across the NCR are conducting 

various events to promote and celebrate 
National Preparedness Month 2008.
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Key Activities:
• The Make a Plan Web site, which was created for 

“Be Ready. Make a Plan,” has been updated 
with new content. 
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Information about preparing 
for specific emergencies
was added, and the text alert 
systems are featured more 
prominently. 

R-ESF 15 will be conducting 
Internet advertising to drive 
traffic to the site starting this 
fall and into next summer.

www.MakeaPlan.org

http://www.makeaplan.org/


Key Activities:
• To raise awareness about emergency 

preparedness and drive traffic to the “Be Ready. 
Make a Plan” Web site, 15 cars, trucks and 
SUVs were wrapped with campaign 
advertising. These vehicles will be on the 
road through June 2009.
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Key Activities:
• Z-cards were printed with updated contact 

information for individual jurisdictions. 
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Key Activities:
• Tropical Storm Hanna was a “teachable 

moment” for emergency preparedness 
throughout the National Capital Region. 
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Still on the way…

Ike

Josephine

http://www.nhc.noaa.gov/refresh/graphics_at3+shtml/?3day


Key Activities:
• Regional news release was issued to media in 

the National Capital Region encouraging the 
public to prepare. 

• Numerous jurisdictions also did localized 
news releases about National Preparedness 
Month and used the rash of tropical storms and 
hurricanes to promote the preparedness 
message.
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Preparedness Poll

So How Prepared is the NCR?



Objectives:
• To track any shifts in attitudes and behaviors 

among NCR residents on emergency 
preparedness issues since 2005.

• To better utilize UASI funding by understanding 
residents’ level of preparedness and motivations 
to become better prepared.

Methodology:
A random and representative telephone
survey was conducted among 1,801 adult
residents of the National Capital Region in
June 2008.
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Key Findings:
• There have been positive gains since 2005:

– The number of NCR residents who have 
key emergency supplies increased.

– The number of residents who are aware of 
their school or workplace emergency 
plans increased.
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Many households have many of the key emergency supplies 
recommended, including food, flashlight, radio and water.

2005

2008

A working flashlight

Extra batteries

3 day supply non-perishable food

A first aid kit

Working battery operated radio

Planned alternate way home

Household communication plan

3 day supply of water (1 g/p/d)

Planned evacuation route

Extra supply prescription drugs 41%

46%

57%

60%

60%

74%

83%

83%

86%

96%

35%

41%

52%

55%

57%

75%

78%

80%

83%

94%
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Since 2005, more residents are aware of emergency plans from schools and 
employers.

Shift from 2005: +6%

Shift from 2005: +8%



Personal Emergency Plans:
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Majority of Residents Do Not Have Plans

43%

57%

Don't Have Plan

Have a Plan



Text Alert Systems:
• A little more than 1-in-10 (14%) say they have 

subscribed to their local system. 
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Yes, 14%

No/Don’t Know
86%

Have you 
signed up 

for the
free 

message 
alert 

system?



National Preparedness Month

Despite progress, we still need to do more
and use teachable moments like we’ve 

had with the hurricanes and tropical storms 
to increase the level of preparedness 
across the National Capital Region.



Questions?
Merni Fitzgerald, chair

R-ESF 15
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