
National Capital Region Transportation Planning Board 
777 North Capitol Street, N.E., Suite 300, Washington, D.C. 20002-4290 (202) 962-3310 Fax: (202) 962-3202  TDD: (202) 962-3213 

 
 
 
  Item #5 
 
 
 
MEMORANDUM 
 
October 9, 2008 

 
TO: Transportation Planning Board 
 
FROM: Ronald F. Kirby 
 Director, Department of 
 Transportation Planning 
 
RE: Letters Sent/Received Since the September 17th TPB Meeting 
 
 
 The attached letters were sent/received since the September 17th TPB meeting.  The letters will be 
reviewed under Agenda #5 of the October 15th TPB agenda. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Attachments 

 























 TPB R6-2009
September 17, 2008

 
NATIONAL CAPITAL REGION TRANSPORTATION PLANNING BOARD 

777 North Capitol Street, N.E. 
Washington, D.C.  20002 

 
RESOLUTION TO APPROVE

 POLICY PRINCIPLES FOR THE 2009 AUTHORIZATION OF 
FEDERAL SURFACE TRANSPORTATION PROGRAMS 

WHEREAS, the National Capital Region Transportation Planning Board (TPB), which is
the metropolitan planning organization (MPO) for the Washington Region, has the
responsibility under provisions of the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, and Efficient
Transportation Equity Act - A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU) for developing and
carrying out a continuing, cooperative and comprehensive transportation planning
process for the Metropolitan Area; and

WHEREAS, since 2000 the TPB has been calling attention to the region’s long-term
transportation funding shortfall, and has documented its unmet preservation,
rehabilitation and capacity expansion needs for the region’s highway and transit
systems; and

WHEREAS, while the federal SAFETEA-LU legislation in 2005 provided a significant
increase in funding for the region’s highway and transit systems, these funding
increases have been partly offset by rapid inflation in construction and energy costs;
and

WHEREAS, the Washington region continues to face the challenges of accommodating
growth in people and employment, more pervasive congestion on highways and transit
systems, and delays in completing critical rehabilitation needs and key expansion
projects; and 

WHEREAS, the SAFETEA-LU  legislation expires on September 30, 2009, and a
number of current study and legislative proposals are providing recommendations for
the program structure and funding for a new 2009 authorization of the federal surface
transportation programs; and

WHEREAS, on July 16, 2008, the TPB was briefed on the report of the most prominent
of these study and legislative efforts, the National Surface Transportation Policy and
Revenue Study Commission, and on a number of common themes concerning the
restructuring of federal transportation programs in the Policy and Revenue Study
Commission report and several other proposals including: 
 • Interim Report of the National Surface Transportation Infrastructure Financing

Commission, 
 • Proposed Infrastructure Banking Legislation,



 • Proposed Climate Change Legislation.
 • U.S. Department of Transportation Proposals,
 • TPB staff Testimony of April 9, 2008 to House Transportation and Infrastructure

Committee, Panel on Transportation Challenges in Metropolitan Areas, 
 • Metropolitan Mobility Caucus announced on July 8, 2008; and 

WHEREAS, at the July 17 meeting,  the TPB asked staff to develop a set of potential
responses to these various proposals that Board members might use as they participate
in the extensive discussions and debate over the 2009 authorization that will take place
over the coming year; and

WHEREAS, on September 5, 2008 the TPB Technical Committee received a briefing
and  commented on draft proposed policy principles based on the common themes
identified in the July 16 briefing to the TPB; and

WHEREAS, at the September 17, 2008 meeting, the TPB received an update on
current study and legislative proposals for the 2009 authorization of the federal surface
transportation programs;
  
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE NATIONAL CAPITAL REGION
TRANSPORTATION PLANNING BOARD approves the attached Policy Principles for
the 2009 Authorization of Federal Surface Transportation Programs. 

 
Adopted by the Transportation Planning Board at its regular meeting on September 17, 2008



NATIONAL CAPITAL REGION TRANSPORTATION PLANNING BOARD

Policy Principles for the 2009 Authorization of 
Federal Surface Transportation Programs

1. Fundamental changes are needed in the current structure and funding of federal
surface transportation programs: current planning, programming, and
environmental processes are overly cumbersome and inefficient, and inadequate
funding levels are resulting in serious under-investment in transportation.

2. An explicit program focus is needed to put and keep the nation's transportation
infrastructure in a state of good repair, and to ensure that it is operated efficiently
and safely.

3. Decisions on investment in new transportation capacity should be based on a
rigorous and comprehensive analysis of economic, social and environmental
benefits and costs, which assesses all modal and intermodal options with uniform
evaluation procedures and criteria.

4. Federal transportation policy should provide for increased federal funding
focused on metropolitan congestion and other metropolitan transportation
challenges, with stronger partnerships between federal, state, regional and local
transportation officials.

5. A substantial increase in federal transportation funding will be needed to address
the current under-investment in the nation’s transportation system, and should be
sought from: 

• Increases in federal fuel taxes or other user-based taxes and fees;

• Pricing strategies enabled by emerging technology for all modes of
travel, including rates that vary by time of day, type of vehicle, level
of emissions, and specific infrastructure segments used; 

• Inclusion of major transportation investments in legislation to create
national infrastructure banks or bonding programs; and

• Auction of pollution emissions allowances. 

Approved September 17, 2008 





 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
OCTOBER 1, 2008 

 
Sue Walitsky (Cardin) 202-224-4524 
Bronwyn Lance Chester (Warner) 202-224-6290 
Cassie Harvey (Mikulski), 202-228-1122 

Jessica Smith (Webb) 202-228-5185 
Stephanie Lundberg (Hoyer) 202-225-3130 
Brian McNicoll (Davis) 202-225-5074 

 
 

CARDIN, MIKULSKI, WARNER AND WEBB VOTE TO 
SEND METRO FUNDING BILL TO THE PRESIDENT FOR 

SIGNATURE 
Regional Senate and House Leaders United in Support for Washington Metro System 

 
WASHINGTON, DC – U.S. Senators Benjamin L. Cardin and Barbara A. Mikulski (Both D-
MD), and Senators John Warner (R-VA) and Jim Webb (D-VA), today applauded their Senate 
colleagues for passing legislation that creates – for the first time – a dedicated, federal funding 
source for the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority (WMATA). The authorization is 
included in a House-Senate agreement (H.R. 2095) that packages together a number of rail 
transportation and security priorities including Amtrak. The bipartisan bill overwhelmingly passed 
the Senate 74-24. Led by Representatives Steny Hoyer (MD-5) and Tom Davis (VA-11), it 
passed the House of Representatives last week. It now heads to President Bush for his signature. 
 

“Metro is back on track. Today we have taken a giant leap forward in securing dedicated 
funding for Metro so that it can meet the needs of the federal government, the millions of tourists 
who visit our Nation’s Capital, and the businesses that rely on the country’s second-busiest rapid 
transit system.  This is good for our region and good for our nation,” said Senator Cardin. “Metro 
has been integral to the daily movements of the federal workforce and the economic health of our 
region. But it has been the only major public transportation system in the country without a 
dedicated source of funding. I am pleased that we were able to put ideology aside to renew and 
maintain such a vital source of strength for our region.”   

 
“Not only has WMATA been one of the Washington D.C. metro area’s most-successful 

partnerships with the federal government, but more than half of Metro’s riders at peak times are 
federally affiliated employees. A large percentage of those are Virginia residents,” said Senator 
Warner. “I applaud Congress’ approval of this critical investment, which will help provide much-
needed improvements to our stressed transit system while recognizing how vital Metro is to the 
region and the federal government.”  

 
“Metro means more than just transportation - it means residents and visitors to our nation's 

capital can live, work, worship and play throughout the metro area without ever getting in their cars. 
As commuters brace themselves against high gas prices and a struggling economy, riders need our 
help,” said Senator Mikulski, a member of the Transportation, Housing and Urban Development 
Appropriations Subcommittee. “I am proud the Senate came together on a bipartisan basis to pass 



this bill.  I will keep fighting in the U.S. Senate to keep people on the go in Maryland and the entire 
National Capitol Region.” 

 
 “For the past two years, my colleagues and I have worked diligently to secure this vital 

funding for the Washington-area Metro system, which services an average of one million riders 
each workday,” said Senator Webb. “New funding authorized in this legislation will provide 
necessary resources to increase bus and rail capacity and meet forecasted ridership demands, before 
the system and region become mired in congestion.” 
 

“The Washington Area Metro system is a critical national and regional asset that serves area 
residents, employees of the federal government and millions of annual visitors to the Nation’s 
Capital,” stated Representative Hoyer. “Securing a federal investment to ensure the safety and 
efficiency of this system is long overdue. This is a significant victory for the region and the nation.” 
 

“This could not come at a better time,” said Representative Davis, who will retire from 
Congress at the end of this term. “As we have learned in recent weeks, Metro is in dire need of both 
an infusion of funding and adult oversight. Train cars and buses must be replaced. Platforms are 
crumbling. Other facilities need immediate attention. We need to stabilize the future of Metro, and 
this goes a long way toward addressing its long-term needs.” 
 

The Washington Metrorail system is the second busiest rapid transit system in the nation, 
carrying the equivalent of the combined subway ridership of BART in San Francisco, MARTA in 
Atlanta and SEPTA in Philadelphia. Metrobus is the fifth most heavily used bus system in the 
nation.  In all, the Metro system moves 1.2 million passengers a day.  In the fiscal year (FY) which 
ended just three months ago, customers took 215 million trips on Metrorail. That is 7 million more 
than in FY07. And 133 million customers rode Metrobus in FY08, which is the highest yearly total 
ever, an increase of 1.4 million relative to FY07. Nearly half of Metrorail’s rush hour passengers are 
federal employees. 
 

The legislation adopted today will help put WMATA on firm financial footing.  It authorizes 
$1.5 billion in federal funds over 10 years.  For every Federal dollar, Metro’s funding partners in 
Maryland, Virginia and the District of Columbia will put up an equal match from dedicated funding 
sources.  The bill also contains important financial safeguards. It establishes an Office of the 
Inspector General for WMATA and expands the Board of Directors to include federal government 
appointees. Also included in the bill is a provision that will improve cell phone coverage within the 
Metro subway system. Within one year, the 20 busiest underground rail station platforms will be 
required to have cell phone access. That requirement will go system-wide within four years.   

 
### 

 
 



H.R.2095 
Resolved, That the House agree to the amendment of the Senate to the bill (H.R. 2095) 
entitled `An Act to amend title 49, United States Code, to prevent railroad fatalities, 

injuries,... (Engrossed Amendment as Agreed to by House) 
 

TITLE VI--CAPITAL AND PREVENTIVE MAINTENANCE PROJECTS FOR 
WASHINGTON METROPOLITAN AREA TRANSIT AUTHORITY 

SEC. 601. AUTHORIZATION FOR CAPITAL AND PREVENTIVE 
MAINTENANCE PROJECTS FOR WASHINGTON METROPOLITAN AREA 
TRANSIT AUTHORITY. 

(a) Authorization-  
(1) IN GENERAL- Subject to the succeeding provisions of this section, the 
Secretary of Transportation is authorized to make grants to the Transit Authority, 
in addition to the contributions authorized under sections 3, 14, and 17 of the 
National Capital Transportation Act of 1969 (sec. 9-1101.01 et seq., D.C. Official 
Code), for the purpose of financing in part the capital and preventive 
maintenance projects included in the Capital Improvement Program approved by 
the Board of Directors of the Transit Authority. 
(2) DEFINITIONS- In this section-- 

(A) the term `Transit Authority' means the Washington Metropolitan Area 
Transit Authority established under Article III of the Compact; and 
(B) the term `Compact' means the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit 
Authority Compact (80 Stat. 1324; Public Law 89-774). 

(b) Use of Funds- The Federal grants made pursuant to the authorization under this 
section shall be subject to the following limitations and conditions: 

(1) The work for which such Federal grants are authorized shall be subject to the 
provisions of the Compact (consistent with the amendments to the Compact 
described in subsection (d)). 
(2) Each such Federal grant shall be for 50 percent of the net project cost of the 
project involved, and shall be provided in cash from sources other than Federal 
funds or revenues from the operation of public mass transportation systems. 
Consistent with the terms of the amendment to the Compact described in 
subsection (d)(1), any funds so provided shall be solely from undistributed cash 
surpluses, replacement or depreciation funds or reserves available in cash, or 
new capital. 
(3) Such Federal grants may be used only for the maintenance and upkeep of the 
systems of the Transit Authority as of the date of the enactment of this Act and 
may not be used to increase the mileage of the rail system. 

(c) Applicability of Requirements For Mass Transportation Capital Projects Receiving 
Funds Under Federal Transportation Law- Except as specifically provided in this 
section, the use of any amounts appropriated pursuant to the authorization under this 
section shall be subject to the requirements applicable to capital projects for which funds 



are provided under chapter 53 of title 49, United States Code, except to the extent that 
the Secretary of Transportation determines that the requirements are inconsistent with 
the purposes of this section. 
(d) Amendments to Compact- No amounts may be provided to the Transit Authority 
pursuant to the authorization under this section until the Transit Authority notifies the 
Secretary of Transportation that each of the following amendments to the Compact (and 
any further amendments which may be required to implement such amendments) have 
taken effect: 

(1)(A) An amendment requiring that all payments by the local signatory 
governments for the Transit Authority for the purpose of matching any Federal 
funds appropriated in any given year authorized under subsection (a) for the cost 
of operating and maintaining the adopted regional system are made from 
amounts derived from dedicated funding sources. 
(B) For purposes of this paragraph, the term `dedicated funding source' means 
any source of funding which is earmarked or required under State or local law to 
be used to match Federal appropriations authorized under this division for 
payments to the Transit Authority. 
(2) An amendment establishing an Office of the Inspector General of the Transit 
Authority. 
(3) An amendment expanding the Board of Directors of the Transit Authority to 
include 4 additional Directors appointed by the Administrator of General 
Services, of whom 2 shall be nonvoting and 2 shall be voting, and requiring one 
of the voting members so appointed to be a regular passenger and customer of the 
bus or rail service of the Transit Authority. 

(e) Access to Wireless Service in Metrorail System-  
(1) REQUIRING TRANSIT AUTHORITY TO PROVIDE ACCESS TO SERVICE- 
No amounts may be provided to the Transit Authority pursuant to the 
authorization under this section unless the Transit Authority ensures that 
customers of the rail service of the Transit Authority have access within the rail 
system to services provided by any licensed wireless provider that notifies the 
Transit Authority (in accordance with such procedures as the Transit Authority 
may adopt) of its intent to offer service to the public, in accordance with the 
following timetable: 

(A) Not later than 1 year after the date of the enactment of this Act, in the 
20 underground rail station platforms with the highest volume of 
passenger traffic. 
(B) Not later than 4 years after such date, throughout the rail system. 

(2) ACCESS OF WIRELESS PROVIDERS TO SYSTEM FOR UPGRADES AND 
MAINTENANCE- No amounts may be provided to the Transit Authority pursuant 
to the authorization under this section unless the Transit Authority ensures that 
each licensed wireless provider who provides service to the public within the rail 
system pursuant to paragraph (1) has access to the system on an ongoing basis 
(subject to such restrictions as the Transit Authority may impose to ensure that 
such access will not unduly impact rail operations or threaten the safety of 
customers or employees of the rail system) to carry out emergency repairs, 
routine maintenance, and upgrades to the service. 



(3) PERMITTING REASONABLE AND CUSTOMARY CHARGES- Nothing in 
this subsection may be construed to prohibit the Transit Authority from requiring 
a licensed wireless provider to pay reasonable and customary charges for access 
granted under this subsection. 
(4) REPORTS- Not later than 1 year after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
and each of the 3 years thereafter, the Transit Authority shall submit to the 
Committee on Oversight and Government Reform of the House of Representatives 
and the Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs of the Senate 
a report on the implementation of this subsection. 
(5) DEFINITION- In this subsection, the term `licensed wireless provider' means 
any provider of wireless services who is operating pursuant to a Federal license 
to offer such services to the public for profit. 

(f) Amount- There are authorized to be appropriated to the Secretary of Transportation 
for grants under this section an aggregate amount not to exceed $1,500,000,000 to be 
available in increments over 10 fiscal years beginning in fiscal year 2009, or until 
expended. 
(g) Availability- Amounts appropriated pursuant to the authorization under this section 
shall remain available until expended. 
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