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CBPC - 2013 Priorities List 

1. Address water resource-related issues under Region 
Forward and Economy Forward, including 
maintaining infrastructure and enhancing 
connections to CEEPC work program 

 

2. Continue to tracking Chesapeake Bay TMDL/WIP 
Implementation & provide input/dialogue with EPA 
and states 

 

3. Advocate for ‘right-sizing’ Water Quality Permitting 
(integrated permitting, regulatory flexibility, 
affordability, MS4 permit enforcement, local TMDLs, 
etc.) and use of adaptive management 
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CBPC – Policy Principles 
I. Holistic Requirements – Programs and policies to restore and protect the 

Chesapeake Bay and its tributaries, whether regulatory or not, shall reflect 

a holistic, multi-sector analysis of environmental benefits, technical 

feasibility and costs before being established.  

II. Equitable Responsibility – Programs and policies to restore and protect the 

Chesapeake Bay and its tributaries shall strive for equity and cost-

effectiveness in allocating responsibilities among regions, counties and 

municipalities and among the different sources of pollution.  

III. Sound Science – Programs and policies to restore and protect the 

Chesapeake Bay and its tributaries shall rely on a sound scientific 

foundation and shall be revised as needed, reflecting advances in that 

foundation.  

IV. Communication and Voice - Programs and polices to restore and protect 

the Chesapeake Bay and its tributaries, whether regulatory or not, should 

be developed through a cooperative process among stakeholders 

including local governments and wastewater utilities. Given their 

implementation responsibilities, local governments and wastewater utilities 

shall be engaged at the earliest stages of these development processes. 
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OVERALL GOAL
Continue to protect Water Quality & Public Health

in a Sustainable & Affordable manner for the region

KEY COG INITIATIVES

- Continue dialogue with 
EPA/states on Bay Program 
& water quality initiatives 

- Provide local input on NEW 
Bay agreement 

- Communicate 
impacts/benefits of 
pollution control efforts 
made to-date in Potomac & 
local waters & identify 
future challenges

- Evaluate status of current 
water infrastructure, 
weather/climate 
vulnerabilities, identify  
critical needs, & advocate 
for adequate , affordable, & 
long-term funding

- Advocate for adaptive 
management  & solutions 
that are  affordable,  feasible 
to implement, sustainable,  
& holistic

GUIDING PRINCIPLES*

I.   Holistic 
Requirements

II.  Equitable 
Responsibility

III.  Sound Science

IV.  Communication 
and Voice

CHALLENGES

- Maintain existing/aging 
water infrastructure

- Build/implement new 
technologies & systems

- Meet existing & 
new/evolving regulatory 
requirements

- Meet implementation 
schedules & deadlines

- Address extreme 
weather/climate change 
impacts on water 
infrastructure

- Respond appropriately to 
emerging issues

- Effectively meet multiple 
environmental objectives

- Prepare to sustain efforts 
in face of continued growth

- Address overall funding 
needs in an affordable & 
sustainable manner

- Address workforce issues

DRIVERS

- NPDES & MS-IV 
Permits

- Bay TMDL & 
WIPs

- Local TMDLs & 
Restoration Goals

- Other 
Environmental 
Goals

* Adopted by COG Board (4/8/09)
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2013–2016 Climate Action Plan Categories 
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Regional GHG 
Reduction 

GHG 
Inventories & 

Plans 

Renewable 
Energy  

Renewable 
Energy  

Transportation & 
Land Use 

Transportation 

Land Use 

Outreach  
Sustainability & 

Resiliency 

Climate 
Resiliency 

Waste 
Reduction & 

Recycling 

Green & Local 
Economies 

Green 
Infrastructure 

Built Environment 
& Infrastructure 

Energy 
Efficiency  

Energy 
Financing 

Green Building 

Water 
Resources 

Advocacy 

Outreach  

GHG 
Inventories & 
Energy Plans at 
WW*/DW* 
Facilities 

Green Fleets: 
Alternative 
Fuel Vehicles 

Green 
Infrastructure 

Outreach 

Employee 
Sustainability 

Adaptation Green 
Buildings at 
Facilities 

DW/SW* 
/WW Reuse 

DW/WW 
Energy 
Efficiency 

Related Water Resources Priorities 

Green Streets Tree Canopy 

Trash Funding 
Support 

Water, Climate, and Energy Nexus 

*Wastewater, Drinking 
Water, Stormwater 

Biogas 
Digesters 

Solar/Wind 

Combined 
Heat/Power 

District 
Energy 

Microgrids 



RWQM Work Program – FY 2014 
Key Initiatives & Deliverables  and Examples of Climate/Energy Links 
 Input on the Bay Program’s current initiatives & proposed new Bay Agreement – WWTP 

technologies are energy intensive; climate change impacts/implications? 

 

 Continued collaboration with US Conference of Mayors & others to advocate for affordable, 

feasible, sustainable & holistic solutions to address water quality issues – Affordability across all 

sectors (capital & O&M concerns), net environmental benefits? 

 

 A Potomac River water quality trends report/factsheet – Will also address potential climate 

change implications 

 

 Regional wastewater flow projections & implementation status report – On track to meet 2025 

Bay goal; how to maintain cap loads into future/energy demands/growth? 

 

 A regional water resource infrastructure forum (in collaboration with COG’s members & national 

organizations) to present challenges &  opportunities  – including regional  infrastructure needs, 

costs, funding options, & work force issues – Will highlight energy savings/reduction efforts by 

wastewater/water utilities and note critical nature and dependency on electrical/power grid 

 

 Outreach products (e.g., factsheets, webinars, & other mechanisms)  to communicate the 

benefits & challenges of these water resource issues for COG’s members – Will link efforts and 

goals like CEEPC’s & Region Forward and highlight dependencies/cross-over issues. 
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Question?  Ideas? 

Tanya T. Spano 

Chief, Regional Water Quality Management Program 

Dept. Environmental Programs 

(202) 962-3776  / tspano@mwcog.org  
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