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Systems Thinking



Safe System Thinking

Flipping the ‘E’ to a ‘W’

● Introduction to the ‘Ws’ of 
Safety
○ Who, Where, Why, 

When, What, Which

● Extending the Collision 
Timeline to Understand 
Root Causes



National System Level Trends – Vulnerable Road Users



National System Level Trends - Speed

The Core Problem: 
Kinetic Energy Risk

• Exposure

• Likelihood

• Severity



National System Level Trends - Equity



National Safety Level Trends - Livability
Movement in Place Complete Streets Context Classification



National System Level Trends - Funding



National System Level Trends - Vehicles



National System Level Trends - Impairment

NHTSA Traffic Safety Facts 2022
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