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Background 
• Proposed by Peggy Schwartz of the North Bethesda Transportation 

Management District 
– Response to a request from one of their employers  
– WABA has long offered employer-based safety training for bicyclists 
– No similar training for pedestrians is currently offered in the Washington region 
– New course would fill a gap in regional, local pedestrian safety efforts 
– Florida “Walkwise” course is the model 

 

• Ms. Schwartz contacted:  
– Jeff Dunckel, Pedestrian Safety Coordinator at MCDOT 
– Nicholas Ramfos, Director of Commuter Connections 
– Michael Farrell, Bicycle and Pedestrian Coordinator 

 

• COG has agreed to develop such a course 
– Will be based on Walkwise 
– Michael Farrell will be the lead staff person 

» Adapt Walkwise materials to the Washington region 
» Coordinate with MCDOT, regional “Street Smart” Pedestrian and Bicycle Safety 

Campaign, North Bethesda Transportation Management District, other 
stakeholders on content 
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Walkwise Pedestrian and Bicycle 
Safety Course 

– Developed by Center for Urban Transportation Research -  University 
of South Florida  
• Funded by Florida DOT 

 

– Over 1600 presentations given since 2009! 
• Employers, senior centers, school groups, civic groups, homeless shelters, etc.  
• 15 minutes – 1 hour 
• Often use an ARS/Audience Response System 
 

– Content: 
• Program Guide for Presenters 

– Outreach/Booking Process 
– “Sweeps” of businesses in problem corridors 
– Post-presentation actions 

• Powerpoint presentation  
– Scope of the problem – safety stats 
– Safety tips for pedestrians and bicyclists 

• Handouts 
– Safety tips cards 
– Reflective bands, backpacks, bike lights, bookmarks etc.    
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Sample Walkwise Slides - Stats 
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Sample Slides – Interactive Q&A 

4/21/15 



Interactive Q&A 
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Q&A 
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Q&A 
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WALKWISE Safety Tips 
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Tips  
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Tips 
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Tips 
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STREET SMART PEDESTRIAN 
MESSAGES 
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Yolo - MCDOT 
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Walkwise Tips & Street Smart Tips 
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Adapting Walkwise  

• Needs & Issues 
– Local photos (no palm trees) 
– Compatibility with Street Smart, Yolo, other safety 

messaging currently in use 
– Use Walkwise brand or expand Street Smart Messaging for 

a safety course? 
– Coordinate with 

• Street Smart Advisory Group,  
• Bicycle and Pedestrian Subcommitee 
• MCDOT 
• North Bethesda Transportation Management District  
• Commuter Connections Employer Outreach 
• Other stakeholders 
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Next Steps 

• Decide relation of Walkwise to Street Smart, Yolo, 
other campaigns 
– Estimate needs/costs of adapting Walkwise materials 
– Need for consultant time? 

 

• Develop a plan for promoting/delivering the 
presentations to the target audiences  
– Proposed cost, scale 
– Identify staff, partners  

 

• Work with stakeholders to adapt the Walkwise 
materials to the Washington Region 
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Contacts:   

 

Michael Farrell 

mfarrell@mwcog.org 

202-962-3760 

 

Kenna Williams 

KennaW@sherrymatthews.com 

Sherry Matthews Advocacy Marketing 

1912 Sunderland Place NW, Washington, DC 20036 

202-416-0110 (office) 
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