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    Food Council: Key Strategies 

● Increase capacity of local programs, businesses, and 
organizations

● Grow and strengthen networks and partnerships
● Lead advocacy and drive policy and process change
● Build knowledge and awareness of resources and issues
● Research and communicate opportunities and challenges
● Foster food system leadership locally, regionally & 

nationally





    Poverty on the Rise

Montgomery County Poverty Rate - 2019 U.S. Census American Community Survey



2018 Maryland High School Youth Risk Behavior Survey/Youth Tobacco Survey 
(YRBS/YTS), Maryland Department of Health

Student Food Insecurity Disparities

†

              Student Food Insecurity Disparities



 Potential Increased Long-Term Food Insecurity

13%

→

13%+62%



Montgomery County Food Council: Food Assistance Resource Map
www.mocofoodcouncil.org



Mission:
• Increase the volume of food in the food assistance system;
• Improve access to food by building the capacity of the food 

assistance network to store and strategically, safely, and 
efficiently distribute food to residents through home delivery 
and community pickup sites; and 

• To communicate information to residents on available 
resources and ensure residents are connected with available 
resources. 

                       Food Security Task Force
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40
Montgomery County 
zip codes served

100
Organizations helped 
by the FSTF

Service 
Consolidation 
Hubs Serviced 



14,015,766+
pounds of food 
provided to 
people experiencing 
food insecurity 



pounds of rice, beans 
and lentils purchased, 
repackaged and distributed853,160 

Rice: 428,885+ lbs

Beans: 287,472+ lbs

Lentils: 67,992+ lbs



Prepared Meals 
5,925,725 
Prepared meals distributed to MCPS 
students

206,533+ 
Prepared meals distributed by Food 
Assistance Providers

88,000 
Prepared meals distributed to
 older adults at risk



464,847
USDA produce and 
combo boxes 
distributed to partners 
 



$2,796,000 
in grants awarded through

5
Grant Programs

Farm to Food Bank - Capacity Building - 
Resident and Community Gardens - 

SNAP Outreach & Food Access
• Farm to Food Bank Grant

• Community Gardening Grant

• Capacity Building Grant

• Food Access Grant 



4,135+
clients served through 
the Food Access Call 
Center

FACC has also helped clients with 
rental assistance, SNAP and other 
social services 



PPE Distribution
10,000+
Face coverings

250+ gallons
Hand sanitizer



$8,625,000 
of food procured from local 
wholesalers and food banks provided 
to Food Assistance Providers 

$324,011 
Awarded to 22+ local Montgomery 
County-based food producing farms 
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