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Emergency Responders and members of their household may need to be among the initial recipients of post-event, pre-exposure prophylactic medications to help protect them from an infectious disease outbreak or similar public health emergency. The term "Emergency Responder" refers to those individuals who in the early stages of an incident are responsible for the protection and preservation of life, property, evidence, and the environment. For the purposes of this guidance, Emergency Responder is intended to mean fire, law enforcement, emergency medical services, emergency management, hospital and public health personnel and associated volunteers who may be “at risk” to exposure when called upon to respond to an infectious disease outbreak or similar public health emergency. A household member is defined as any person living in the same dwelling as the Emergency Responder regardless of relationship.

For situations involving a localized response effort in which medications will not be provided to the population at large, public health officials will work directly with the involved response agencies to ensure appropriate prophylactic medications or vaccines are made available for Emergency Responders and, if necessary, their household members who might be at risk to exposure. 

However, events may occur which necessitate the immediate availability of prophylactic medications to a large number of Emergency Responders as well as to the general public. It is for this situation that arrangements for the issuance of emergency medications to the responder community in advance of the general public are needed.

It must be understood that medications will be provided to Emergency Responders and their Household Members only if there is a health risk due to exposure. The decision on whether or not to issue prophylactic medications will be made by the Local Health Department at the time of an event and will relate specifically to the identified hazard and associated health risk. 

If the situation warrants distribution of medications to the Emergency Responders and their Household Members who may be at risk to exposure, the local Health Department, in coordination with emergency management officials, will establish Dispensing Sites at which the appropriate medications will be issued. The Local Health Department is responsible for coordinating the availability of a local repository of supplies and medications, e.g., through the Metropolitan Medical Response System (MMRS), agreements with local pharmacies or other equivalent mechanisms, which need to be available in the interim between the emergency event and delivery of Strategic National Stockpile supplies. At the time of an event, the Virginia Department of Health Central Office, as requested by the Local Health District, will also work with the State Pharmacy to provide medications.

In order to expedite the issuance of medications at the Dispensing Site, Emergency Responders will need to be prepared to complete a Medical History Screening and Consent Form or equivalent, for themselves and for those household members not accompanying them to that site. The responder will be expected to present identification indicating the responder’s name and affiliated organization. A credible ranking responder agency official, if available, may also vouch for the Emergency Responder.

If advance issuance of medications to the responder community is both warranted by an event and achievable under the circumstances, the Health Department will be responsible for coordinating the dispensing activity. Notification to the emergency Responder community will be accomplished through normal jurisdiction standard callback procedures. The distribution process may be initiated by the Health Department in the following manor:

· A Department of Public Health official shall notify the local Emergency Manager/designee or the Communications Dispatch Center (i.e., 911 Center or equivalent) of the need for personnel to receive medications. 

· Information necessary to accomplish the distribution of medications will be provided by the local Health official to include:

· Date, time and location of site to which personnel must report in order to receive medications.

· It is important to note that members of the public will not be issued medications at this time. 

· The local Emergency Management official or Communications Dispatch Center representative shall then initiate personnel notification via established locality procedures.




























