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SW/Buzzard Point Flood Resilience Strategy

Project Objectives

• Protect communities and stakeholders from interior 
flooding events in Southwest and Buzzard Point.

• Design a network of connected and floodable Blue-
Green Infrastructure (BGI) that can revert to their 
primary function after flood events.

• Prioritize and phase projects.

• Design first project with $18 million in FEMA funds for 
construction + $6 million local match.

• Create a blueprint for future BGI projects in the 
District.

• Leverage strategy as an opportunity to create great 
spaces for people and nature and other co-benefits.
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Why Southwest and Buzzard Point
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Green Leaf Public Housing James Creek Public Housing

Fort McNair Emergency Response



Area History and Environmental Justice
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Green Leaf Public Housing James Creek Public Housing

Fort McNair Emergency Response



Planning Background
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Understanding Project Funding

    Study Funding: 

➢$500,000 Local Capital Funds

Community Engagement: 

➢$98,135: FEMA Advance Assistance Funding

➢$32,712 Local

Implementation Funding (Lansburgh Park and King Green Leaf projects):

➢$18,612,178: FEMA BRIC Funding

➢$6,169,406: Local
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Scope of Work

Design a network of connected, floodable, multipurpose projects to accommodate excess 
stormwater and that can easily revert to their primary function.

➢Existing Conditions Analysis

➢Flood Modeling

➢Typologies and Design Guidelines for Parks and Rights-of-Way

➢Community-wide Blue-Green Infrastructure Plan

➢Cost-Benefit Analysis and Financing Strategy

➢Concept Design for a pilot area “Phase One” of the Network (Lansburgh Park Design)
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Project Summary

Mitigation Opportunities

• The BGI Strategy will reshape open spaces in the 
neighborhood to reduce rainwater-driven flooding.

• Upgrading physical infrastructure goes hand in hand 
with increasing the quality of urban spaces
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Before rain event

During rain event



BGI Principles

Transfer (Convey) Water

• Conveyance paths on terrain are designed for conveyance 
of water through the public realm 

• Conveyance paths can vary from small temporary streams 
to large channels depending on necessary capacity

Store (Detain) Water

• Detention areas are urban spaces designed to reduce peak 
stormwater flow

• Detention areas can be in the form of permanent 
waterbodies or designed for temporary storage during 
extreme wet weather events



Types of BGI

Rights-of-Way Parks



BGI Masterplan and modeling



BGI Masterplan



BGI Masterplan and Project Phasing
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Lansburgh Park Project
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Lansburgh Park Draft Final Design:



Lansburgh Park Draft Final Design:



Lansburgh Park Draft Final Design:
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King Green Leaf Park Project



Second Street SW Existing Conditions



Community Engagement



Above Below Water

SW Block Party



Questions?
Project Website: doee.dc.gov/service/swresilience

Andrea Limauro
Environmental Protection Specialist • Resilience Focus Areas
Floodplains, Wetlands, and Groundwater Branch
Regulatory Review Division  
Department of Energy & Environment
Government of the District of Columbia
www.doee.dc.gov

http://www.doee.dc.gov/
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