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Presentation Overview

• Regional Tree Canopy Subcommittee (RTCS)

• Overview of Tree Conservation Cookbook

• Current RTCS Activities and Next steps
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January 2019 - CEEPC Resolution to Broad to form a regional tree 

committee

February 2019 - The board endorses establishment of the RTCS charged 

with creating policies and recommendations to encourage COG 

communities to: 

• Protect, manage, and expand tree and forest resources 

• Strengthen local urban forestry programs

• Inspire the community to take ownership of tree conservation efforts

• Integrating urban forestry into local and regional planning processes

• Monitor the long-term effectiveness of regional tree conservation efforts and 

programs

Regional Tree Canopy 

Subcommittee
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Regional Tree Canopy 

Subcommittee

• COG invited 14 participants from various COG Member jurisdictions, plus      

two NGOs, and COG Staff (17 total)

• Two-year work plan based on recommendations of the 2018 Regional 

Tree Canopy Management Strategy Report

• Deliverables based on what could be accomplished within a two-year 

timeframe

• Kick-off Meeting on June 14, 2019
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Overarching Goal and Focus

To assist COG communities with conserving trees and forests 

in a manner that maximizes the capacity of these resources to 

deliver environmental, socioeconomic, health and aesthetical 

benefits while minimizing their inherent risks

“Tree canopy” includes native forest communities, riparian 

forests, and urban trees
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Tree Canopy Management 

Strategy Report
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Tree Canopy Management 

Strategy Report

https://www.mwcog.org/documents/tree-canopy-management-strategy/

https://www.mwcog.org/documents/tree-canopy-management-strategy/
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Tree Conservation Cookbook

The Tree Canopy Management 

Strategy Report included a 

recommendation to “Examine 

local tree-related policies and 

ordinances for opportunities to 

enhance and strengthen tree 

preservation and maintenance 

policies.” 

In response, RTCS developed the 

Tree Conservation Cookbook 

which provides examples of 

regulatory and technical language 

that jurisdictions can consult when 

strengthening local regulations, 

policies, and programs. 
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Tree Conservation Cookbook

Document mimics a cookbook -

with contents separated into two 

categories:

• 17 Essential Recipes represent 

“must have” ordinance/policy 

features

• 7 Side Dishes represent 

features that localities may find 

useful to address specific 

conditions or concerns



10

Tree Conservation Cookbook

• Each example provided is 

classified as originating from 

Central, Inner, or Outer

jurisdictions

• Each example is associated with 

a State, County, City or Town

• Designations help readers target 

examples associated with 

communities similar to their own

• An entry-level model ordinance is 

provided in Appendix 1
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Pending RTCS Reports

Tree Canopy Goals and Metrics for the Metropolitan 

Washington Region (final draft 90%)

• Current Tree Canopy Levels

• Tree Canopy Goals for Land Uses

• Tree Canopy Goals for Jurisdictions 

• A Tree Canopy Goal for the Region

• Metrics of Success
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Pending RTCS Reports

• Tree Planting Programs (final draft in review by RTCS)

• Interim Urban Forest Action Plan (draft 50%)

• Storm Management and Preparedness (rough draft)
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