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What is LEED for Cities 
and Communities?  

LEED for Cities and Communities is the leading global rating 
system and certification program for evaluating the sustainability 
and quality of life in a city or community.  
 
It takes a multi-stakeholder approach and serves as a catalyst 
and transformative tool toward more sustainable, equitable and 
resilient communities around the world. 



Released April 2019 

LEED v4.1 for  
Cities and Communities 
 
Rating Systems and Guides: 
https://new.usgbc.org/leed-v41  
 
LEED for Cities and Communities page:  
https://new.usgbc.org/leed-for-cities 
 
	
	
	
	
	

Additional resources 
available at the LEED v4.1 
website include:  
•  Credit Library  
•  Overview Video 



LEED for Cities and 
Communities 

integrates 
complementary 

standards. 



100 Certified Cities and 
Communities around the globe 

Arlington County | City of Frederick | Frederick County 
| District of Columbia | Golden Triangle BID |  

Montgomery County 



Inspire leadership, transformation and innovation in urban sustainability 
| Protect biodiversity and regenerate ecosystem services | Meet and 
exceed net zero carbon, energy, waste and water | Achieve livability, 
choice and access for all, where people live, work and play | Raise the 
standard of living and quality of life for humans all around the globe. 
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Framework for LEED v4.1 for Cities and Communities: Existing 



QUALITY OF LIFE  Cities Communities 

Prereq Demographic Assessment  REQUIRED REQUIRED 

Prereq Quality of Life Performance 6 6 

Credit Trend Improvements 4 4 

Credit Distributional Equity 4 4 

Credit Environmental Justice 1 1 

Credit Housing and Transportation Affordability 2 2 

Credit Civic and Community Engagement 2 2 

Credit Civil and Human Rights 1 1 

20 points available 



✓ Evaluate local conditions 



✓ Benchmark performance with peers 



✓ Demonstrate progress  
	

 



OUTCOMES – Performance Standards 

Quality of Life 
Performance 

•  Population with HS degree and Population with Bachelor’s degree 
•  Median gross rent as % of HH Income and Gini coefficient 
•  Median HH Income and Unemployment Rate 
•  Median Air Quality Index, Air Quality Days Unhealthy for Sensitive Groups, Violent Crime  

Trend Improvement •  Population with HS Degree and Graduation Rate  
•  Small Businesses and Unemployment Rate  
•  Poverty Rate and Living Wage Standard 
•  Violent Crime Rate, Asthma Rate, Hypertension Rate, Obesity Rate  

Distributional Equity •  Equitable Per Capita Income 
•  Equitable Workforce Mobility 
•  Equitable Employment 
•  Access and Proximity to Community Facilities and Services 

Housing and 
Transportation 
Affordability 

•  H&T Index: Demonstrate that at least 60% of households spend less than 45% on housing 
and transportation combined 

Civic and Community 
Engagement 

•  Appointments to boards and commissions reflect gender, racial and ethnic diversity of 
community 

•  Volunteerism Rate (30-35% threshold) 
•  Demonstrate that 51% or more residents believe they are able to have a positive impact on 

community based on local survey 
•  Demonstrate that at least 80% of residents report positive levels of neighborhood 

cohesion based on a local survey  



STRATEGIES – Best Practices 

Demographic 
Assessment 

•  Provide a comprehensive demographic narrative that includes the following population 
and housing characteristics: Brief history of development; Age cohorts; Racial/ethnic 
composition; Other prominent sociocultural groups; and Housing market analysis 

•  Develop a series of maps (or interactive layers) that provide demographic breakdowns of 
selected characteristics at the neighborhood or block group scale: Demographic 
indicators; Residential density; and Public accommodations and services 

Environmental 
Justice 

•  Demonstrate progress in reducing the risks and exposure to priority EJ conditions for 
priority areas in the last 5 years 

Housing and 
Transportation 
Affordability 

•  Demonstrate the delivery of high quality homelessness services related to short-term 
emergency shelter options and permanent housing solutions in coordination with non-
governmental service providers 

•  Adopt a comprehensive housing policy 

Civic and 
Community 
Engagement 

•  Demonstrate ongoing engagement techniques that empower the public to shape the 
future 

•  Demonstrate intention and direct engagement of all residents including underrepresented 
groups 

Civil and Human 
Rights 

•  Policy based mission statement of anti-discrimination 
•  Voting rights initiatives and policies 
•  Have in place an officer or Commission on Human Rights 
•  Integrate community policing and procedural justice into police operations 



Los Angeles County, ourcountyla.org/plan  



City of Baltimore, baltimoresustainability.org 





Cities have the capability of providing something for 
everybody, only because, and only when, they are 
created by everybody.                             - Jane Jacobs 



Hilari Varnadore, Director 
LEED for Cities and Communities 

Phone: 202.609.7163 
Email: hvarnadore@usgbc.org 


