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Tree canopy outcome: what is our goal?

Through the Chesapeake Bay Watershed Agreement, the 
Chesapeake Bay Program has committed to…

Continually increase urban tree canopy capacity 

to provide air quality, water quality and habitat 

benefits throughout the watershed. Expand 
urban tree canopy by 2,400 acres by 2025.

Goal: Vital Habitats
Outcome: Tree Canopy



It’s not just about planting…

We track Tree Canopy progress in two ways:
1) States report three urban tree planting BMPs annually for TMDL
2) Long term progress analyzed through high resolution Land Cover/Land Use updates 



Chesapeake Bay Program High Resolution Land Use/Land Cover Data
-EPA funded, used in Chesapeake Bay modeling tools for TMDL; USGS plays leading technical role
-Lead partner-Chesapeake Conservancy with land cover/change mapping contracted to UVM SAL
-Change analyses completed for 2013/14 and 2017/18 datasets (2021/22 coming in 2024)

Land Cover produced by UVM Spatial Analysis Lab;
NAIP imagery (1m), available LIDAR, ancillary data

Land Use/Land Cover Classification produced 
from Land Cover + ancillary data 
(USGS, Chesapeake Conservancy)

https://www.chesapeakeconservancy.org/conservation-innovation-center/high-resolution-data/lulc-data-project-2022/ 

https://www.chesapeakeconservancy.org/conservation-innovation-center/high-resolution-data/lulc-data-project-2022/


How are we doing?

2400 acre goal

8300 acres planted

New Plantings
Land Cover Change 

Detected from  Imagery

Jurisdiction Net Change
(CB Only) (Acres)
Delaware -28
DC 21
Maryland -13,804
New York 78
Pennsylvania -2,444
Virginia -9,548
West Virginia -107
Total -25,832

Tree Canopy Net Change
in Census Places 

(2013/14-2017/18)

Learn more: https://www.chesapeakeprogress.com/abundant-life/tree-canopy



https://chesapeaketrees.net/understand-your-canopy/ 

https://chesapeaketrees.net/understand-your-canopy/


County Fact Sheets now available…(municipal coming in next year) 







https://chesapeaketrees.net/understand-your-canopy/ 

https://chesapeaketrees.net/understand-your-canopy/




Additional Resources



Questions & Discussion

Thank you!
Follow up:
Julie Mawhorter, Julie.Mawhorter@usda.gov
Katie Brownson, Katherine.Brownson@usda.gov
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