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Arlington’s Green Streets 
Lessons Learned



Arlington, Virginia

• 212,900 people (01/01/13)
• 26.5 square miles 
• 8,252 persons/square mile
• Phase I jurisdiction
• 42% impervious cover
• 373 miles of storm sewers
• 32 miles of perennial streams
• 44% tree canopy cover
• Potomac River watershed



 County-wide retrofit assessment created a 
ranked inventory of ~1200 retrofit projects

 70% are Green Streets
 Impervious cover - 42% is street or sidewalk
 Optimistic TMDL compliance scenario 160 

projects at a cost of ~$50 million 
 Benefits of retrofits are cumulative and long-term
 Investment in an overall green infrastructure 

strategy
 3 projects installed, 8 in design

Green Streets – Strategic Facts 



# 1 Establish Partnerships

Master Transportation Plan
 Includes policy goal to reduce stormwater 

runoff from the street network
 Green Street facilities a key tool to 

achieve this goal
Neighborhood Conservation Program

 Local street/pedestrian improvement 
projects

 Major opportunity to partner





# 2 Learn From Each Project





# 3 Utilities #&*%!



# 4 Construction Will Not Go Smoothly





#5 You will never treat as much 
SW as you want to

Concept – 1300 sf 60% Design – 700 sf



# 6 Pay Attention to Outreach



# 7 Aesthetics are Important



Spring 2012



Summer 2013



# 8 Plan for Maintenance

 Initially, after any large storms
 Thereafter, quarterly (at a minimum)
Remove sediment
Weed, inspect, replant, prune plants
Remove trash
Make sure underdrain, overflow all 

working correctly









Contact Information
Christin Jolicoeur
 Phone:    (703) 228-3588
 Email:      cjolicoeur@arlingtonva.us

Green Streets 
http://projects.arlingtonva.us/programs/stormwater-

management/green-streets/


