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The Air Quality Public Advisory Committee (AQPAC) is an advisory body to the 

Metropolitan Washington Air Quality Committee (MWAQC).

Draft Meeting Minutes

Monday, January 11 2009
Room 1
5:30 P.M.-7:30 P.M.

AQPAQ members: Bill Butler, Sally Kane, Linda Murphy, Caroline Petti, Deron Lovaas, Peter Owen, Larry Zaragoza, Bahri Aliriza, Richard Reiss
Invited:

AQPAQ applicants: Sidd Jeiji (VA), Jen Peterson (MD), Kim Stinchcomb (MD)
Guest speaker: Jake Schmidt, International Policy Director - NRDC
Staff: Joan Rohlfs, Anne Mariani
1. Call to Order, Adoption of Agenda, Approval of Minutes
The meeting was called to order at 5:40 pm.  The minutes of December 14, 2009 were approved.
2. Report on Copenhagen Climate Conference – Jake Schmidt, NRDC
Jake said this series of international climate negotiations was unusual in many aspects:

· Without an energy and climate bill passed in the US Senate, participants knew from the beginning it would be hard to reach an international agreement with quantified emission reductions. 
· With 45,000 persons registered – but only 15,000 allowed in the conference center at any one time- and 150 heads of governments present during the last two days, logistics and safety procedures were somehow chaotic.

The final Copenhagen accord is a three-page document that was drafted at the last minute by the 29 largest emitting countries (including 12 developing countries).

According to NRDC, this conference has at least four positive outcomes:
· For the first time, some major developing countries, including China and Brazil, have taken steps to reduce their emissions. Reporting mechanisms will also require all countries to track and publicly disclose their progress every two years.

· Developed countries committed to allocate money - $30 billion per year for the next three years and an objective of $100 billion per year for 2020 – to help developing countries control their emissions, develop clean energy, fight against deforestation and adapt to climate change.

· For the first time, heads of governments were directly and personally involved in the negotiation process. For example, President Obama played a key role in meeting an agreement with China.

· Although only 29 countries negotiated the final agreement, the Copenhagen Accord was agreed to by a vast majority of countries. Systematic obstruction only came from a couple of countries– Venezuela, Sudan, Cuba, etc. 
Yet it is still hard to draw conclusions on what happened in Copenhagen and to know what the next steps of the negotiation will be. The next Conference of the Parties will be help in Cancun in December 2010.

Jake was also asked his opinion on the timeline for the Federal Energy and Climate Bill. He expects the State of the Union Address to give a new impulse to the Congress. He said that it was critical for the future of the Copenhagen Accord to have legislation passed by the US Senate in the next months.
3.  Climate Energy Environment Policy Committee (CEEPC) Update:  AQPAQ comments on the 2012 Workplan
Linda asked how the metrics and goals were established. AQPAQ members agreed that it was sometimes hard to gauge if they are realistic or not. The group also discussed the feasibility of some recommendations, for example enforcement of anti-idling regulations.

Sally asked if the TPB Citizen Advisory Committee had been given the opportunity to comment on the transportation section. Joan said she would ask the Department of Transportation about their plans.

Joan said that so far, she had received written comments from Larry, Lee and Josh. She will circulate them to all AQPAQ members. Additional comment should be sent to her by Tuesday, January 19. Then Deron will put together a memo that will be shared with CEEPC on January 27.
This main item on the agenda for this committee is the adoption of the 2012 workplan, and a discussion on priority actions for 2010. Joan asked for input on what these priorities should be (to be sent along with comments on the matrix).

Joan also gave an update on the Energy and Climate Outreach and Communication workgroup. This group has been focusing a lot in the past months on social marketing, challenges and competition, and how they could contribute to engage residents in energy conservation. Two projects were presented at the Jan 8 meeting.
 The first one (“Repower at Home”) is being launched in Maryland by the Alliance for Climate Protection. It is based on ‘Energy House parties’ where participants are given technical information on home energy retrofits. Participants are asked to sign a pledge with a list of actions. House party teams then compete for the biggest number of actions.
The second one is a Home Energy Makeover contest organized by ABC7 TV in the DC region. Homeowners will compete to win a free Home Energy Upgrade valued at $10,000. Only a few prizes will be awarded, but non-winners will receive other special offers from sponsors (rebates on products, good financing conditions etc.). MEA is working on a similar contest in Maryland. 

The group identified access to reliable technical information as a critical component to promote home energy retrofits.

4. Air Quality Update: New Ozone NAAQS
Joan Rohlfs reported on EPA announcement that the ozone standard will be considered in 2010. This standard has been revised to 75 ppb in 2008, whereas EPA scientific advisory committee had recommended 60-65 ppb. EPA announced the new standard would be between 60 and 70 ppb. They will determine the final value based on comments received during the 60-day comment period.  This new rule is expected by August 2010. The attainment year is 2014.
Then States will have to determine non-attainment areas. The Washington region will for sure be one of them. Northeastern states are already collaborating on control measures to be included into their SIPs.
They also lobby on Federal control measures. For example, they recently signed a Memorandum of Agreement on Low Carbon Fuel Standards. Virginia didn’t sign it, but local governments in Virginia are circulating a petition to get it signed by the Governor before he leaves office at the end of January.

Rick said that 60 ppb was very low and that he would recommend 70. Joan was asked if MWAQC would comment on this standard. She said it would depend if a consensus could be found between DC, MD and VA.
There was a question about the background level of ozone. Rickl explained it depends if you consider a one-hour peak value (around 40 ppm) or an 8-hour value (around 20 ppm).

4. Recruitment of new members

Three applications have been received for five vacancies.

The applicants - Sidd Jeiji (VA), Jen Peterson (MD), Kim Stinchcomb (MD)- introduced themselves.

With regard to the officer positions, the Nominating Committee asked members who are interested to apply as Chair and Vice-Chair by Jan 25 (contact Bill).
Sally asked if it was possible to create subcommittees to deal with specific issues (transportation, air, climate etc.). Peter said that it was technically possible but that these subcommittees would still have to report to AQPAC because the committee bylaws don’t allow delegation. Creation of subcommittees will be considered at the same time as elections.
Sally also asked if AQPAC could have two seats in CEEPC instead of one. Joan explained that according to CEEPC bylaws, each committee or organization has only one seat. All AQPAQ members are nevertheless welcome to attend CEEPC meetings. 

Caroline suggested changing the name of AQPAC to something that would reflect its mission, not only on air quality but also on energy and climate. Joan asked the group for proposals. They will be debated at the next meeting. Changing AQPAC’s name will require MWACQ’s approval.
Finally, AQPAQ members and staff gave special thanks to Peter Owen for whom it was the last AQPAQ meeting.

5. Next Meeting: February 22, 2009

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:30 pm.
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