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District of Columbia Fair and Equal House Voting Rights Act FAQ 
 
o What Is the DC Fair and Equal House Voting Rights Act (DC VRA, H.R. 328)? 
The DC Fair and Equal House Voting Rights Act, introduced by Representative Tom Davis (R-VA)and Delegate 
Eleanor Holmes Norton (D-DC), would add two voting members to the U.S. House of Representatives—one to 
represent Washington, DC, and one to represent Utah. The DC VRA establishes DC as a congressional district 
for the purposes of representation in the House, and Washingtonians would receive a vote in Congress for the 
first time ever. The DC VRA would also provide for an additional representative to the next eligible state, Utah. 
 
o Why Is the DC Voting Rights Act Needed? 
Americans living in our nation’s capital pay taxes, serve on juries, and defend our nation during times of war, 
but do not have voting representation in either chamber of Congress.  The United States is the only democratic 
country in the world that denies voting representation to citizens of the nation’s capital. A national poll 
conducted in January 2005 showed that 82 percent of Americans believe that Washingtonians deserve full 
voting representation in the House and Senate. While we are attempting to export democracy abroad, it is time 
we provide American rights for people living in America’s capital. 
 
o Why Link Washington, DC, and Utah? 
Nearly 600,000 people live in DC, all of whom are denied voting representation in Congress.  Utah narrowly lost 
getting an additional congressional seat after the last U.S. Census in 2000.  Officials in Utah believe that 
thousands of missionaries living abroad were unfairly excluded during that Census count. This bill addresses 
that concern and provides a “vote-neutral” option by adding two seats most likely represented by a Democrat 
and Republican, respectively. 
 
o Is It Constitutional? 
Yes. The Constitution gives Congress exclusive legislative authority over DC in Article I, Section 8, Clause 17. 
Legal scholars, including Kenneth Starr, Viet Dinh, Patricia Wald, and others, hold that the Congress has the 
authority to grant the District of Columbia full congressional voting representation by passing simple legislation. 
 
o Who are the Sponsor(s)/Co-Sponsor(s) 
(National Capital Region Congressional Delegation shown in bold) 
 
Rep Abercrombie, Neil [HI-1]   Rep Berman, Howard L. [CA-28]  
Rep Boucher, Rick [VA-9]    Rep Christensen, Donna M. [VI]  
Rep Cummings, Elijah E. [MD-7]   Rep Davis, Tom [VA-11]  
Rep DeGette, Diana [CO-1]   Rep Eshoo, Anna G. [CA-14]  
Rep Fattah, Chaka [PA-2]    Rep Green, Al [TX-9]  
Rep Hare, Phil [IL-17]    Rep Honda, Michael M. [CA-15]  
Rep Jackson-Lee, Sheila [TX-18]   Rep Kennedy, Patrick J. [RI-1]  
Rep Levin, Sander M. [MI-12]    Rep Lowey, Nita M. [NY-18]  
Rep McGovern, James P. [MA-3]    Rep Moran, James P. [VA-8]  
Rep Norton, Eleanor Holmes [DC] Rep Platts, Todd Russell [PA-19]    
Rep Shays, Christopher [CT-4]   Rep Udall, Mark [CO-2]             
Rep Van Hollen, Chris [MD-8]   Rep Waters, Maxine [CA-35]    
Rep Watson, Diane E. [CA-33]  
 
Source: Information for the FAQ provided by the DC Fair and Equal House Voting Rights Act: www.dcvote.org 
 


