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The Air Quality Public Advisory Committee (AQPAC) is an advisory body to the 

Metropolitan Washington Air Quality Committee (MWAQC).

Draft Minutes for AQPAC meeting of Monday, July 18, 2005


Members Present:

Jill Engel-Cox – District of Columbia

Julie Crenshaw, Stewardship of Creation, Chairperson

Brian Holmes,
MD Highway Contractors Assn.

Rodney Livingston, District Interracial Com. Environmental Equity (DICEE)

Einar Olsen, Urban Virginia

Lee Schoenecker, American Planning Assn


COG Staff 

Joan Rohlfs, Chief of Air Quality

Guest

John McCormick

1.  Call to Order, Adoption of Agenda 

Chairperson Julie Crenshaw called the meeting to order at 5:10pm.  There were no changes to the agenda. 

2. Approval of Minutes 

After duly noting for the record the dereliction of Brian Holmes for having missed the June 2005t meeting without excuse and for having not taken the minutes of that meeting, it was also duly noted that he owed Joan Rohlfs “big time” for her taking the minutes of the previous meeting.  Said minutes were approved without objection.

3. Report on MWAQC and TAC Activities
TAC met July 8 and completed the emissions inventory update that is in the packet of materials for this meeting.  The 2009 base inventory for eight-hour ozone is very rough, in part because EPA has not yet issued its second phase guidance.  Also lacking are rate of progress information for the SIP and photo-chemical attainment modeling.  The latter is not due until December 2005, but all are needed to develop control measures, i.e., how much in the way of emissions must be eliminated from the inventory.

The normal rate of progress is 3% a year, which was met with the existing control measures.  From 2002 to 2009 is seven years, which at 3% a year equals 21%.  For NOx, the normal rate of progress for the region was exceeded.

The issue is: even without the photo-chemical data, it is known that the region will have problems meeting the eight-hour standard.  EPA’s 2010 model shows the region as failing to meet the eight-hour standard for ozone, but is meeting the PM-2.5 standard.  Since EPA estimates that the region will not meet the ozone standard with a 21% rate of progress through 2009, 10% has been added to the 21% to make for a 31% target.  There are two types of ECM that can be used: local and upwind (which in this case means southern Virginia).  This information is to be sent to MWAQC.

Rodney suggested that using existing regional data overlooks the effect of such measures as adopting a four-day work weeks, using the same electricity rates for commercial and residential uses, factoring in the effect of energy-efficient appliances, and other measures.

TAC also reviewed an EPA report on urban heat islands, which is in the packet of materials distributed at this meeting.  Counter measures in the report include “cooler” materials, such as porous asphalt, increased tree canopies, and, possibly, implementing some or all of the HARC program from Houston.  Julie has requested a copy of the HARC report.

TAC also reviewed a BRAC analysis, which is in the packet of materials distributed at this meeting.  That analysis found a very small impact on mobile emissions (an 0.7% increase in VMT?), but lots of new jobs.  BRAC-related issues in the tables in the air quality trends report will be discussed with TPB.

TAC recommended that a comment letter (included in the packet of materials for this meeting) be sent to TPB to question the TPB’s ability to perform a conformity analysis for PM-2.5.  There is no mobile emissions budget for PM-2.5, and it is unclear if the region is to use a build vs. no build scenario or a scenario to build at a rate that equals or is less than that for 2002.  The purpose of the letter is to get TPB to look at these two scenarios and pick the lesser.  TPB will work with regional air agencies on PM-2.5, ozone, and other precursors that should be modeled, such as SO-2 and ammonia.  Rodney suggested that background on health effects is needed to explain these activities.

In the air quality trends report, there is only one pollutant that has a precursor.  Regarding the monitors and the pollutants being monitored, the data in Table 3 on page 4 is for the 1993-2004 period and does not reflect monitoring subsequent to 2004.  Many monitors do not monitor PM (of either size), even though such monitoring might yield source data.

4. Control Measures

Jill presented her matrices.  One placed a premium on emissions reduction, and the other placed a premium on cost-effectiveness.  Both will be forwarded to the MWAQC at their meeting next week.

5. Membership

Jill has moved to Maryland and will change her membership category.  She has represented DC.  She has an ok from JCET (Joint Center for Earth Systems Technology), which is a joint venture of UMBC and NASA to represent them in the environmental/health category.  It was moved, seconded, and adopted to implement Jill’s new membership status.

There remain two business/industry vacancies.  Rodney said AQPAC might benefit form new membership categories and that we should publicize our vacancies.  Einar thought more balance is needed, i.e., more representation from environmental groups, such as the DC Environmental Network.  Lee said the group’s strength comes from the diversity of sectors it includes.  Julie will obtain a list of associations from whom suitable candidates might be drawn and will contact them.

Einar announced that he would be leaving AQPAC in September.

6. Next Meeting Date and Adjournment
There will be no August meeting. The next meeting will be Monday, September 19.  The meeting was adjourned at 6:55 p.m.


