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Rolf Diamant is superintendent of Marsh-Billings-Rockefeller National Historical Park, a national park telling the story of conservation history, the evolution of land stewardship and the emergence of a conservation ethic. The park is home and partner to the National Park Service’s Conservation Study Institute and Center for Place-Based Education and Community Engagement. The park practices sustainable forest management on one of the oldest reforested woodlands in the America, and in 2005 was awarded the first Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) certification of a U.S. national park.

In his 30 years with the National Park Service, Rolf has worked on new conservation strategies for wild and scenic rivers, national heritage areas, partnership parks and protected areas.  Rolf directed studies that led to the creation of the Blackstone River and Canal National Heritage Corridor, one of the first national heritage areas, and the National Wild and Scenic designation of New Hampshire’s Wildcat River - an early model for cooperative river conservation and community land stewardship for which he received the American Rivers Conservation Award for Distinction in Public Service. Rolf also helped establish the Olmsted Center for Landscape Preservation: the NPS technical center for cultural landscape stewardship.

Rolf was a Beatrix Farrand Fellow at the College of Environmental Design at the University of California, Berkeley where he received both a Bachelor of Science in Conservation of Natural Resources and a Masters in Landscape Architecture. Rolf was also awarded a post-graduate Loeb Fellowship in Advanced Environmental Studies at Harvard University.

Rolf has undertaken a number of international assignments on behalf of the NPS including park and protected landscapes in the Western European countries of Poland and the Republic of Georgia. Most recently, he has worked on a series of workshops and exchanges with regional and national parks in Italy on new conservation strategies for lived-in protected landscapes and heritage areas, focusing on sustainable tourism and branding and marketing of traditional products.

Rolf is currently developing for the U.S. NPS an Atlas of Places, People & Hand-Made Products, illustrating stories about parks and protected areas working in partnership with local communities to cooperatively promote and market products that strengthen ties to landscapes and heritage.

In addition to his parks work, Rolf is a lecturer on the faculty of the University of Vermont and is a member of the adjunct faculty at the Vermont Law School. He is a contributing author to several books including The Conservation of Cultural Landscapes (CAB International, 2006), Reconstructing Conservation: Finding Common Ground (Island Press, 2003), Wilderness Comes Home, Re-wilding the Northeast (University Press of New England, 2001) and A Citizen's Guide to River Conservation (World Wildlife Fund/Conservation Foundation, 1984).

