
TPB Freight 

Subcommittee Meeting 
Overview Presentation

March 10, 2016



Agenda

• Background

• History of Rail in the District

• District State Rail Plan Overview

• Planning Process 

• Public Engagement

• Questions & Answers



Vision: The District of Columbia will have a 

world-class transportation system 

serving the people who live, work, and visit 

the city. The transportation system will 

make the city more livable, sustainable, 

prosperous, and attractive. It will offer 

everyone in the District exceptional travel 

choices.

Background:



Background: State Rail Plan

District 
State 

Rail Plan

Recommendation 
from moveDC

Required by 
Passenger Rail 

Investment 
Improvement Act

Requested by 
Residents and 

DC Council



Background: Reasons for a State Rail 

Plan

• Identify funding sources and options

• Assess rail benefits – including economic 

development

• Identify required rail improvements, needs

Photo from CSX 

website



Background: Reasons for a State Rail 

Plan

• Place rail into a multimodal transportation 

context

• Address potential investors, elected 

officials, federal government, and private 

industry

• Inform and educate the public



Background: District’s Vision for Rail 

• 20+ year horizon

• Based on input from stakeholders

• Informs goals for passenger and freight 

rail

Amtrak MARC VRE CSX Norfolk 

Southern



Background: PRIIA Legislation 

Requirements

1. Inventory of rail system, services, 

and facilities

2. Review of rail lines including 

HSR and abandonments

3. Passenger rail service objectives

4. General transportation, 

economic, and environmental 

impacts or rail service

5. Long range service and 

investment program: project list

6. Statement of Public Financing 

Issues

7. Identification of rail 

infrastructure issues reflecting 

consultation with all relevant 

stakeholders

8. Review of passenger and 

freight intermodal connections

9. Review of publicly funded 

projects, including safety

10. Performance evaluation of 

passenger rail service

11. Compilation of studies and 

reports on high-speed rail 

corridor development



History of Rail in the District





District Rail Plan Overview

1. The role of rail in statewide transportation

2. Building the Plan with stakeholders

3. The District’s rail system

4. Passenger rail issues, needs and potential 

improvements/investments

5. Freight rail needs and potential 

improvements/investments

6. The State’s Rail Service and Investment 

Program



Process to Building the Plan

Vision 

Goals

Objectives

Markets

Assets

Operations

Issues 

Opportunities

Planning for 

the Future 

• Role of rail

• Guides 

priorities

• Stakeholders 

and general 

public driven

• Passenger 

ridership

• Freight traffic

• Infrastructure

• Facilities

• Services

• Public and 

stakeholder 

driven

• Independent 

assessment

• Projects

• Policies

• Priorities

• Funding



Public Engagement: Open House



Public Engagement Next Steps



For More Information

Website: DCRailPlan.com

Twitter: @WeMoveDC


