
The Story of Vision Zero in Washington, DC



What Does Vision Zero Even Mean?





User Error Individual Decisions Humans Makes 
Mistakes, The Transportation System Should 
Not
Build a Safe System – A Systemic Approach, not 
chasing hot spots

Manage Speed

Engineering supported by the other Es



More Urgency
Name the year, Name 0

More Visibility & Accountability
What’s the SHSP? How are we Doing?

More Top-Level Leadership & Political Will
Mayor’s Initiative, Strong Interests



Why Vision Zero? Why Now?



Public Mandate?
2,700 People Surveyed 
in all Eight Wards

In 2016, out of 28 fatalities 
SPEED was a factor in the death of:

1 person walking
6 people in vehicles
4 people on motorcycles

839 SPEEDING complaints

http://visionzero.ddot.dc.gov/VisionZero/


Public Input Helps Guide / Justify Action Plan



Leadership, 30 Agencies, 10 Advocacy Orgs.



4 Workgroups         67 Strategies 



1. Create Safe Streets
2. Protect Vulnerable Users
3. Prevent Dangerous Driving
4. Be Transparent and Responsive

Engineering, Evaluation, Enforcement, Education, Equity, Empathy
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2016 Statistics
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New, More Flexible Funding
Mayor Bowser’s Proposed FY18 Budget:
 $4.5 Million for 45 Traffic Control Officers and 26 

School Crossing Guards (164 and 51 total)

New ‘Master’ Capital Project: Safety and Mobility
 $42 Million over 6 years

 Pedestrian and Bicycle Safety Enhancements
 Vision Zero Infrastructure Improvements









Lower Speed Limits ≠ Congestion & Delays

Eastern Downtown Protected Bike Lane Study A two-way protected bicycle lane on 
the east side of 6th St. NW would actually decrease motor vehicle travel times by 2 
minutes in the AM, and only add 3 minutes to ravel times in the PM.

M Street Cycle Track reduced a travel lane on M Street downtown only added 30 
seconds to morning rush-hour driving times.

Sherman Ave. NW Road Diet reduced vehicle speeds by 11 to 31% and decreased 
injuries by 43% without creating delays for drivers.

Naylor Road SE Traffic Calming reduced speeds by 25%, reduced crashes by 4 %, 
and still serves up to 14,000 vehicles per day. 







More Rapid Response







VZ Grants





https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCojFZLg
OJXMiAqalLjOszXA

Road Rules

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCojFZLgOJXMiAqalLjOszXA


https://public.tableau.com/profile/publish/FatalitiesDashboard2
011-YTDpublicwithmode/FatalitiesvsModeShare#!/publish-
confirm

Data Dashboard

http://visionzero.ddotmaps.com/
Story Map

https://ddot.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/ddot/page_content/at
tachments/Final_2016%20Progress%20Report_V3.pdf

2016 Progress Report

https://public.tableau.com/profile/publish/FatalitiesDashboard2011-YTDpublicwithmode/FatalitiesvsModeShare
http://visionzero.ddotmaps.com/
https://ddot.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/ddot/page_content/attachments/Final_2016%20Progress%20Report_V3.pdf


Jonathan M. Rogers
District Department of Transportation

202-741-5960
jonathan.rogers@dc.gov

www.dcvisionzero.com
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