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Introduction 

• City of Takoma Park 

• Area:  2.09 Sq.Mile 

• Population: 16,715 

 (Census 2010) 

• City provides solid waste 

services to 3,300 homes 

• Robust curbside recycling 

and mandatory yard 

waste programs manage 

50% of waste 

• To increase %, food waste 

composting identified as 

best opportunity 

 

 



Pilot Areas 

• Area 1  

    Partner collection 

      260 total homes 

      25% participation 

      vegetable matter only                          

• Area 2 

 City collection w/ yard 

waste 

 850 total homes 

 35% participation 

 all food types and 

paper waste 

 

 

AREA 1 

AREA 2 



 

AREA 1 

 
• Designed for 65 

households 

• Manages accounts by 

email, provides weekly 

collection, weighs each 

container 

• Processes at facility in 

Montgomery County 

 

 

 

 • Designed for 300 
households 

• Registration by email 

• Delivered containers 

• City collects and delivers 
to Chesapeake Compost 
Works in Curtis Bay, 
Baltimore 

• City records total weight 
collected and counts 
number of set outs weekly 

 

 

AREA 2 
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• 5 gallon plastic bucket, 

screw top lid and  

compostable plastic 

bag liners 

• Average weight per 

home per week = 8 lbs 

• Average set out rate 

per week = 85% 

• Maximum weight per 

container = 24 lb 

 

 

 

 
• 5 gallon  plastic bucket, 

screw top lid and 

compostable plastic bag 

liners  

• Est weigh per participant 

per week = 24.85 lbs 

• Average set out rate per 

week = 68 % 

• yard waste compared to 

food waste = 80% to 20% 

• Anticipate  wide seasonal 

variance  

PROGRAM EVALUATION 
 

AREA 1 

 

AREA 2 



PROGRAM EVALUATION 



Next Steps 

• Pilot programs to last 6 month - ends in 
early August 

• Continue to evaluate weights 
collected and develop estimates for 
Citywide program 

• Determine if program will be separate 
or in combination with yard waste 

• Fingers crossed for more local 
processing options 



    

Thank    

you ! 


