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Motivational Quote 
of the Day:

• “The 3 E’s of traffic safety are enforcement, 
enforcement, and publicity about 
enforcement!”
– Dr. Elizabeth Baker, Administrator, Mid-Atlantic Region, 

National Highway Traffic Safety Administration



Vehicle Speed and 
Pedestrian Crash 
Severity

Speeding Enforcement IS
Pedestrian Safety Enforcement!
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Pedestrian Crash Types

- Driver Right of Way

- Pedestrian Right of Way
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
According to MPD crash reports, the largest number of pedestrians are struck when they are in the crosswalk with the signal. A smaller but significant number are hit in crosswalks where there is no signal, such as an uncontrolled crosswalk, or a stop controlled crosswalk (blue bars). A large number of pedestrians are struck crossing not at a crosswalk or from between parked cars, while a relatively small number are struck crossing against the signal (red bars). In summary, pedestrians are more often struck when they have the right of way than when the driver has the right of way.



Pedestrian Crash Types and 
Injury Severity

Pedestrian Action Fatal Disabling Non
Disabling

Complaint
not Visible Other No 

Injury N/A Unknown Summary

With Signal in 
Crosswalk 0 15 44 98 6 22 4 3 192

Not In Crosswalk 5 20 47 61 5 8 3 9 158

In Crosswalk - No 
Signal 0 15 34 29 1 12 3 0 94

From Between 
Parked Cars 1 7 22 16 3 6 0 3 58

Against Signal in 
Crosswalk 1 8 11 10 0 4 2 3 39

In Unmarked 
Crosswalk 0 3 4 2 0 1 0 1 11

N/A 1 2 4 12 1 18 7 0 45
Other 1 14 23 53 8 12 4 4 119

Unknown 5 4 15 20 3 3 1 2 53

2010 Data

Presenter
Presentation Notes
While pedestrians are more often hit when they have the right of way at a signalized intersection, injury severity goes up significantly for pedestrians struck crossing not at a crosswalk. In 2010, five pedestrians were killed and 20 were severely injured when they were struck while crossing not at a crosswalk. In contrast, there were no fatalities and 15 severe injuries for pedestrians struck while crossing with the signal. This is because most of the pedestrians struck crossing with the signal are hit by vehicles turning left or right on a green signal and vehicle speeds are relatively low. 



DDOT/MPD Pedestrian-Bicycle Program:
• Training Program: Since 2005, over 600 MPD officers have 

received a half-day training on pedestrian and bicycle safety 
enforcement. 

• Mandatory Pedestrian/Bicycle distance learning module 
went on-line in spring of 2011. All MPD officers must 
complete the course.

• DDOT overtime funds for traffic safety enforcement
• DDOT Traffic Control Officers
• Street Smart Regional Education-Enforcement Campaign
• 2015 DDOT-MPD Education-Enforcement Campaign



Target Pedestrian 
and Bicyclist 

Violations



Left on green

Signalized Intersection Target Driver Violations:

Right on green

Right on red without stop

 Turning vehicle conflicts 
with pedestrians happen 
often at signalized 
intersections

Presenter
Presentation Notes
These illustrations show how drivers collide with pedestrians when the pedestrian has the right-of-way. The most common crash types are turning movements at signalized intersections, including right and left on green and right turn on red without stopping. The left on green pedestrian crash is often the most severe because drivers maintain higher speeds when turning left than when turning right.



Uncontrolled Crosswalk Target Driver Violation:

Uncontrolled crosswalk-
Fail to stop



Ride out at signal

Ride out at stop sign

Target Bicyclist Violations: 



Target Motorist Violations: 

Right hook

Left hookMotorist misjudged 
passing space

Open door 
into traffic

DC Law requires a 3 ft. passing 
distance.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
When the driver is at fault in bicycle crashes, these crash types stand out: Among them, the right hook is of particular concern given the increasing number of bike lanes in DC. The right hook crash occurs when the driver of a vehicle fails to observe the presence of a cyclist and turns right while the cyclist is to the right of the vehicle. The left hook crash, where a driver turns in front of a bicyclist with the right of way, can occur with higher speeds and often results in more severe injuries for the cyclist. While a common fear among inexperienced cyclists, being hit from behind is relatively rare.



Effective 
Enforcement 

Strategies



Educating Pedestrians & Drivers
• Street Smart educational handouts.



DDOT/MPD Bicycle Education-Enforcement 
Campaign



DDOT/MPD Bicycle Education-Enforcement 
Campaign



Strategies for Effective Jaywalking Enforcement

• Focus primarily on people who walk into the path of a vehicle 
with the right of way.

• Look for jaywalkers who put themselves in a hazardous situation 
by interfering with a driver’s right of way 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Just as in seat belt enforcement, law enforcement officers sometimes must protect people from their own risky behavior. The efficient way to enforce jaywalking laws is to focus on pedestrians who cross without regard for traffic that has the right of way, stepping out into the path of vehicles that have the right of way, whether at a signal or mid block. This will address the most hazardous behaviors and result in far fewer challenges to enforcement action than ticketing pedestrians for actions that are technically illegal but which present no immediate hazard.



Mid-block Crossing Law for 
Pedestrians

• Is this distinction meaningful in practice?

A

B

C

Presenter
Presentation Notes
There is a lot of misinformation on where pedestrians may cross the street. Only when there are traffic signals at each end of the block is it illegal to cross mid-block, as shown in illustration A. If there are no traffic signals at one or both ends of the block as shown in illustration B and C, it is legal for a pedestrian to cross a street mid-block, provided they yield right of way to vehicles upon the street. 



Pitfalls of Aggressive Jaywalking Enforcement

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This cartoon appeared in the Seattle Post-Intelligencer in 1991. It ran after several years of aggressive jaywalking enforcement during which police wrote more than 500,000 jaywalking tickets. The mayor of Seattle was widely criticized for too much attention to jaywalking and not enough to crime and other traffic safety areas. While jaywalking enforcement can be a useful tool for creating order in cities, it is generally not an effective safety strategy. Jaywalking enforcement is often episodic and inconsistent and is usually seen as a waste of police manpower.  



Right on green

Left on green

Enforcement Strategy at Signalized Intersections:

Locate officers 
downstream of right 

and left turning 
violations

Conflict Zone

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Given that the crash data shows that more people are hit while in the crosswalk with the signal, enforcement should be targeted at motorists turning on a circular green signal at signalized intersections. This is best accomplished by locating foot officers downstream of the crosswalk of interest, adjacent to the exit lane of the intersection. This way, both left and right turn conflicts with pedestrians can be viewed and enforcement action taken. In determining if a violation has occurred, if a pedestrian with the right of way must halt or change their path of travel because of a vehicle or the vehicle has passed so closely as to create a hazard to the pedestrian, typically not less than 6-8 feet of separation in a slow speed situation, then the driver has violated DC pedestrian safety law. 



Enforcement Strategy at 
uncontrolled crosswalks:

Locate officers 
downstream of 

crosswalk violations

Locate officers 
downstream of 

crosswalk violations

Conflict Zone

Presenter
Presentation Notes
At crosswalks without signals, two enforcement techniques can be used. If a crosswalk is sufficiently busy with pedestrians traffic, foot officers can be located downstream of the crosswalk on one or both sides. When drivers fail to stop for pedestrians in the crosswalk, violators can be pulled over and cited. In this example of a crosswalk on Alabama Avenue, SE, there is plenty of pedestrian and vehicle traffic. Officers can be located 100-200 feet downstream of crosswalk conflict zone. This allows violations to be observed and drivers to be pulled over. It is important that there be a travel lane or parking lane where vehicles can be stopped without blocking through traffic or causing a hazard for officers.



Setting up a Targeted Crosswalk 
Enforcement Operation
(aka “Crosswalk Sting” or Decoy Operation)
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Location: Best locations are collector and minor arterial 
streets in mixed commercial/residential neighborhoods with 
posted speed limits of 25 mph and 2 or 4 lanes maximum.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
A second way to target failure to stop violations by drivers at unsignalized crosswalks is to “stake out” a crosswalk and use plain-clothes officers as decoy pedestrians. This is useful when there is light pedestrian traffic or it is desirable to control all variables so that if a ticket is challenged, there is no doubt about the movements and position of the pedestrian and driver cited. To set it up, place a traffic cone along the edge of the roadway or parking lane 161 feet from the crosswalk for a 25 mph posted speed limit. As you can see in the example, if car “B” is traveling at the posted speed and with a normal reaction time of 1.6 seconds, the driver would be able to safely stop in 88 feet, leaving a safe distance of 73 feet to the crosswalk. Even if the driver is traveling 10 mph over the posted speed limit, as shown with car “A”, they would be able to stop before the crosswalk.  




DDOT/MPD
Pedestrian-Bicycle

Safety Enforcement 
Program

Sgt. Terry Thorne



Setting up a Targeted Crosswalk 
Enforcement Operation
(aka “Crosswalk Sting” or Decoy Operation)

14th & Wallach Place, NW

Georgia Ave. & Lamont St., NW

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The pedestrian, or decoy officer, enters the crosswalk as the vehicle approaches the traffic cone, but before the vehicle has passed the traffic cone. If the vehicle does not stop and the officer must abort his or her crossing, take evasive action, or if the driver passes so close as to present a hazard to the officer, the pullover team downstream stops and cites the driver. These photos are from an MPD pedestrian safety training field exercise. The pedestrians in the crosswalk are MPD officers.





Enforcement at uncontrolled 
crosswalks

Crosswalk 
located here

Pullover team 
located here

Photo Credit: Eileen McCarthy, DC Pedestrian Advisory Council 



Enforcement at uncontrolled 
crosswalks

Pullover team 

Photo Credit: Eileen McCarthy, DC Pedestrian Advisory Council 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
These photographs show pullover officers located about 180 feet downstream of an uncontrolled crosswalk at Sherman St. on 14th Street, NW. 



Enforcement at uncontrolled 
crosswalks – Georgia Avenue, NW

Video Credit: Eileen McCarthy, DC Pedestrian Advisory Council 



Enforcement at uncontrolled 
crosswalks – 14th & Wallach Place, NW

Video Credit: Eileen McCarthy, DC Pedestrian Advisory Council 



Thank you !

Sgt. Terry Thorne
Special Operations Division

Metropolitan Police Department
terry.thorne@dc.gov

George Branyan
Pedestrian Program Coordinator
DC Department of Transportation

george.branyan@dc.gov
202-671-2561

mailto:george.branyan@dc.gov
mailto:george.branyan@dc.gov
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