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“In view of the great & increasing cost 

of paper, and of the large quantity of 

the article required in the operations of 

the Institution, I request that a basket 

be kept in each room of the building, 

into which all pieces of waste paper 

may be thrown during the day and 

afterwards emptied into a common 

receptacle to be preserved for sale.” 

Secretary Joseph Henry, 1862. 

Smithsonian Recycling Since 1862 



Recycling Tons 

In FY12 the 

Smithsonian diverted 

44% of municipal 

waste from landfill 

disposal 



Bottle & Can Recycling 
Commingled containers  

Plastics grades 1 through 5  

Glass  

Aluminum 

Bi-metal cans 
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Montgomery Co.  

Recycling Facility 

Recycling Commingle (bottles and cans) 



Paper Recycling 

Interior exit  
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Paper and Cardboard Recycling 

Paper and Cardboard 

Georgetown Paperstock 



 

Recycling at the National 

Museum of Natural History 



In FY 2013 the NMNH recycled: 

103 tons paper 

49 tons commingle 

205 tons compostable organics 

55 tons of scrap metal 

28 tons of wood pallets 

3 tons of cooking grease 

 



Receptacle and Signage 

Improvements 



Still better containers 



 

 

2007- <1 ton 

2008- 6 tons 

2009- 15.3 tons 

2010- 26.7 tons 

2011- 30.9tons 

2012- 42.9tons 

2013- 49 tons 

 

Commingle increase 

at NMNH 
 

 

 



Recycle 

Clean Cardboard 

Only 

Dry, Clean Corrugated Cardboard Only 
Ondulando Carton Seco, Limpio Solamente 

No Trash 
No Basura 

No Plastic 
No Plástico 

No Metal 
No Metal 

No Paper 
No Papel 

Please  

Breakdown Boxes 
Desbarate La  

Caja De Cartón 

 

Reciclar Limpio Solamente Cartón 

No Waxed Cardboard 
No Carton Espelmado 





NMNH Cafe 



Compost Separation at 

Tray Returns at NMAI 

and NMAH 





NMNH restaurant composts 200 

tons of organic waste per year 



 

 

 

Disposables 



Unauthorized 

BPI 

certification 

for cutlery 



NMNH’s café is certified with  

3 Stars 









 



Smithsonian Banner Bags 



Tote bags recycled from NMNH banners. 



Broken gift 

shop fossils 

used as 

garden 

decoration 



Resource Recovery at 2013 Folklife Festival 



Thank You 
 

 


