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CITY OF GAITHERSBURG 

Evolution of RIO



1951 Aerial
2



1970 Aerial
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Annexation

 July 1991

 Approximately 142 acres

 Ackerman, Bechtel, Marriott, Chevron

 MXD Zoning

 4,525,000 sf of development approved 1985



1995 Aerial
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County Approved Plan 



Development History
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 Original Arquitectonica Building opened 1982

 City Annexation 1991

 Ackerman Sold to Hazel Peterson

 Big Box Proposal 1996

 First Main Street 1997

 Main Street Extended 2004

 $30 million Renovation 2020

 Multi-Family Residential Expansion Now Under 
Consideration 



Original Arquitectonica Building
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Historic Memo

9



Shopping Center Business – March 2001



First Main Street
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First Main Street
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First Main Street
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Gaithersburg Gazette January 2002



2023 Aerial
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RIO Today
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