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The Metrorail system will likely reach capacity on trips to and through the regional core, 
due to lack of funding for capacity enhancements.  
 

Without additional railcars beyond those currently funded, all lines entering the core will 
become congested by 2040. 

7 



Severe stop-and-go congestion is expected to be prevalent throughout the entire region 
in 2040, not just in isolated areas.   
 

The HOT lane projects included in the 2012 CLRP are projected to relieve some of the 
congestion along I-495 in Virginia 
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The average number of jobs 
accessible within a 45 minute 
automobile commute is expected 
to go down slightly. 
 
The greatest reductions in job 
accessibility are expected to be 
on the eastern side of the region. 
 
Accessibly to jobs is decreasing 
on the eastern side due to 
increases in  congestion system-
wide, and a higher concentration 
of future jobs on the west side.    
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Average accessibility by transit is 
forecast to increase.  
 
Overall accessibility to jobs by 
transit will remain significantly less 
than by automobile 
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The CLRP shows drastic reductions 
in all three main pollutants 
through 2020, and a minor 
increase between 2030 and 2040. 
 
Estimate emissions are well within 
the budget for each pollutant 
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The regional target for carbon 
dioxide emissions is far from being 
met.   
 
Emissions are projected to 
increase between 2010 and 2040. 
 
Recent initiatives by the federal 
government to improve fuel 
economy standards are expected 
to make a significant contribution 
to reducing CO2 emissions.  
 

NOTE: The estimate illustrated here does not take into account the new fuel economy standards set by the federal 
government.  When included, it is expected that new model will show a decrease in CO2 emissions 
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