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Demands on Cities to Engage Globally



Challenge:  

International work at 
the local level lacks 
outcomes and often 
seen as 
wasteful/frivolous



Priorities and Demands on City/County Staff are Local:

Climate Change/Resilient Infrastructure/Economic Development

Education/Public & Mental Health
Social Exclusion/Homelessness/Affordable Housing/Racial Justice

Emergency Response/Public Safety



Three
Legs of NVRC 
International 
Business Model

1. Unilateral Transfers of Policy 
and Technology Innovations From 
Overseas To Northern Virginia

2. Prioritization of Countries (e.g. 
Germany, Switzerland, Canada)

3. Partnerships with Region’s 
Commercial, Academic, Scientific    
& Civil Society Institutions

The NVRC 
Global 

Engagement 
Model (Since 

1999)



Past is Prelude…

Washington Post, September 1980

Der Spiegel, January 2012



Climate Resilient Infrastructure

Low Impact Development in Stuttgart, Germany

Four Mile Run Watershed Restoration Plan



Climate Resilient Infrastructure

“Green” Rooftops in Hamburg, Germany
Alexandria City High School “Green” Rooftop



Innovative Stormwater Policies: Impermeable Surface Stormwater Fees



Innovative Water Treatment Technologies

Innsbruck, Austria Alexandria, Renew
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Passive Engineering Flood Protection for Small Businesses on Waterfronts

Hamburg, Germany Alexandria Waterfront



Ecological & Affordable Social Housing

Pergolenviertel
Hamburg, Germany

Alexandria Redevelopment & Housing Authority



Stuttgart, Germany Solarize Northern Virginia

Lessons Learned Over the Years:
Solar Mapping and Climate Atlas
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Public Safety, Emergency Response/Small Business

Northern Virginia Aachen, Germany

Ganther Brewery, Freiburg, Germany

Small Businesses in Alexandria



Tools to help Prioritize Global Engagement at Local Level



Tools to Help Prioritize Global Engagement at Local Level



The Transatlantic Economy is the Largest 
Commercial Relationship in the World



The Transatlantic Digital Economy



The Transatlantic Energy Economy 



The Transatlantic Energy Economy 



Partnerships with NOVA and Global Science, Research, Academic Partners



Workforce Training & Education



Workforce Training & Education

Electric Vehicle Interns at VW (Germany)

Future Electric Vehicle Technicians Alexandria City High School

Reston, Virginia



Holocaust Memorial 
Berlin, Germany

Social Inclusion and Racial Justice

Alexandria Community Remembrance Project
Columns for Joseph McCoy and Benjamin 

Thomas



First US-EU Conference on Climate Between Regions in 2008



THANKS!



Arlington’s Community Energy Plan



Looking Ahead:
“Green” Data Center Designs



District Energy…..
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Charlotte, North Carolina
But From 2002… Zurich, Switzerland


