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Presentation Outline

• Accessibility Overview

• Current Accessibility Targets

• Framework for Equity Analysis / Equity Emphasis Areas

• Potential Equity-Based Accessibility Targets

• Discussion (Anytime)
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Accessibility
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• Accessibility measures the number of opportunities 
(jobs, households, etc.) that can be reached in a specific 
amount of time from a given location by automobile, 
transit, or some other mode of transportation.  

• The accessibility of an area increases as the amount of 
activity (employment, housing development, etc.) in or 
around the area increases or the speed of travel to or 
from the area increases. 

• Conversely, losses in accessibility occur when activity 
decreases or travel times increase due to higher 
congestion levels.

What does “Accessibility” mean?
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1. Capture 75% of the square footage of new commercial 
construction in Regional Activity Centers

2. Capture 50% of new households in Regional Activity Centers

3. By 2020, the housing and transportation costs in Regional 
Activity Centers will not exceed 45% of area median income 
(AMI)

4. Reduce daily vehicle miles (VMT) per capita

Current Accessibility Targets  (1 of 2)
The Region Forward Coalition developed nine (9) targets 
designed to measure the region’s progress toward improved 
accessibility:

Continued . . . 

Agenda Item #4: Region Forward Coalition
April 26, 2019



6

5. All Regional Activity Centers will have transit access

6. Increase the rate of construction of bike and pedestrian 
facilities from the Transportation Planning Board’s Plan

7. Increase share of walk, bike, and transit trips (for all trips and 
commute trips)

8. Give priority to management, performance, maintenance, 
and safety of all transportation modes and facilities.

9. Transportation investments will link Regional Activity Centers

. . . Continued

Current Accessibility Targets  (2 of 2)
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Equity
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Income Minority Disability 

Age Gender Sexual 
orientation

Limited 
English 

proficiency
Others . . . 

Social Equity Considerations
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Equity

Prosperity

Sustainability 

Accessibility

Livability
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RFC Social Equity Process
In 2018, the RFC began taking a pulse on the Region Forward targets 
while considering how social equity and inclusion can be weaved into 
the Region Forward vision.

Equity

Prosperity

Sustainability 

Accessibility

Livability

Process: 

• Updating data for existing 
targets

• Offering framing questions to 
speakers

• Soliciting input at meetings with 
questionnaires
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Goals: 

1. Shared understanding of 
social equity

2. Craft a preliminary social 
equity goal

3. Consider potential social 
equity targets, including 
Accessibility Targets

Social Equity Work Session, November 
2018
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Social Equity Targets & Accessibility
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Equity Emphasis Areas (EEAs): small geographic 
areas (Census Tracts) that have above average 
concentrations of low-income, minority populations, 
or both. The TPB-approved methodology for 
identifying EEAs relies on the U.S. Census Bureau 
American Community Survey (ACS) data on income, 
race, and ethnicity. 

Framework for Measuring Equity
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EXAMPLE: projects considered for funding under TPB’s 
Transportation Land-use Connections (TLC) Program are 
evaluated against a set of criteria, including increased 
access in EEAs.
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• TPB developed EEAs to conduct equity analysis in 
accordance with Federal regulations for metropolitan 
transportation planning.

• EEAs consider income and race/ethnicity, but not other 
equity factors such as age, disability, gender, sexual 
orientation, and limited English proficiency.

• EEAs can be applied for other equity-based purposes.

Applying EEAs
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Applying EEAs
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PROPOSED TARGETS
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Transportation investments will promote 
improved connectivity between: 

(1) Regional Activity Centers, and 
(2) between EEAs and Regional Activity 

Centers/High-Capacity Transit Areas.

Proposed Target 1
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Proposed Target 1

• Adapted from existing target: Transportation 
investments will link Regional Activity Centers

• Measurable using existing transportation analysis 
and modeling tools, including EEAs
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Proposed 
Target 1

• Regional Activity Centers
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Proposed 
Target 1

• Regional Activity Centers
• High-Capacity Transit Areas
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Proposed 
Target 1

• Regional Activity Centers
• High-Capacity Transit Areas
• Equity Emphasis Areas
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Access to jobs within a 45-minute 
commute from target equity areas is 
equal to or better than the rest of the 
region.

Proposed Target 2
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Proposed Target 2

• New Target, initially proposed last year

• Measurable using existing transportation analysis 
and modeling tools, including EEAs

• Provides mode-specific measurements

• Office and non-office jobs are used to indicate 
different types of jobs that may be accessible
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Proposed Target 2
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Proposed Target 2
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Commute times from Equity Emphasis 
Areas are equal to or better than the rest 
of the Region.

Proposed Target 3
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Proposed Target 3

• New Target, initially proposed last year

• Measurable using existing transportation analysis 
and modeling tools, including EEAs

• Provides mode-specific measurements

• Improved travel time could measure both access 
or quality of life

• could also be considered a “Livability” target, 
in addition to an “Accessibility” target
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Proposed Target 3
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QUESTIONS / DISCUSSION
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