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• Started in Europe in 1995.
• Global in 2000.
• Celebrated in 1,500 cities in 40 countries. 

Car Free Day Background
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International

Vancouver, Canada

United Kingdom
Hong Kong, China 
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• Coincides with European Mobility Week.
• An annual campaign on sustainable urban  

mobility, Sept 16-22.
• Aims to introduce and promote 

sustainable transportation 
measures as alternatives to 
car use.
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• The week culminates on Car Free 
Day, September 22.

• Participating cities set aside one or 
more areas solely for pedestrians, 
cyclists and public transportation 
for the whole day.
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• Began as D.C. centric in 2007. 
• Regionally in 2008.
• Promotes alternative forms of transportation - 

transit, bicycling, scootering, and walking.
• Car-lite methods such as carpools 

and vanpools.
• Telework.

Car Free Day Washington DC Region
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• Not just commuters.
– Seniors
– Students
– Homemakers

• People who ordinarily travel SOV 
to work, errands, and classes.

• Pledge Goal 5,000.

Car Free Day Background
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Car Free Day Participant Survey 
• Conducted in 2022
• About 97% of respondents Used Car Free 

or Car Lite Options during Car Free Day
• Transit and bike/scooter use was slightly 

less than pledged, but options used were 
generally in line with options pledged

• 59% of respondents who changed their 
commute mode on CFD would most likely 
have driven alone to work that day 



Car Free Day Participant Survey 
• 31% of respondents increased Use of 

Car Free and Car Lite Options for 
Non-Work Trips Since Car Free Day.

• Average Frequency of Car Free and 
Car Lite use for Work Trips stayed 
the same per Week From Before Car 
Free Day (3.6 days/week) to After 
CFD.



Regional Proclamation

2022 TPB Proclamation Signing
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Media Coverage 

• WJLA – Ch. 7 - World Car Free Day
• WUSA – Ch. 9 - Montgomery Co. celebrates Car-

Free Day with raffles for residents 
• Patch – Gaithersburg - MoCo Residents Can Join 

'Car-Free Day' On Sept. 22
• WJLA – Ch. 7 - Changing commuting habits doesn't 

mean traffic is getting better in the DMV
• Potomac Local News -  OmniRide Asks Residents to 

Pledge to Go Car Free on September 22 
• Calendar Listings
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Car Free Day Web Site

www.carfreemetrodc.org 12



Website Leaderboard
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Promotional Materials
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Social Media
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Paid Social Media
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Digital Banner Ads
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Sponsors
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Radio Support
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Pandora
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Social Media Influencers
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Sponsored Article
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Text Messages
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August 24, 2022 - (2022 Registrants): Car Free Day: Thanks 
for taking the 2022 pledge! Please ask your coworkers, family, 
and friends to take the free pledge too at 
www.carfreemetrodc.org 

August 26, 2022 - (Previous Year’s Registrants): Car Free 
Day: Thanks for taking part in last year’s event! It’s time to take 
the 2022 Car Free Day pledge! Free prize raffle entry. 
www.carfreemetrodc.org 

September 20, 2022 - (Last Chance to Pledge):  Car Free Day: 
Thurs Sept 22 is Car Free Day! Last chance to take the free 
pledge to get FREE promotions & raffle entry for great prizes! 
www.carfreemetrodc.org 



Jurisdiction Events
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Capital Area Car Free College Campus Challenge 
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Q & A
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