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The Air Quality Public Advisory Committee (AQPAC) is an advisory body to the 

Metropolitan Washington Air Quality Committee (MWAQC).

DRAFT Meeting Minutes

Monday, May 18, 2009
Room 1
5:30 P.M.-7:30 P.M.

Present: Bill Butler, Tim Duggan, Sally Kane, Caroline Petti, Josh Silverman, Lee Keshishian, Deron Lovaas, Larry Zaragoza, Peter Owen, Beverly Fourier, Julie Crenshaw Van Fleet, Richard Reiss
Staff: Sunil Kumar, Joan Rohlfs

1. Call to Order, Adoption of Agenda, Approval of Minutes
Larry Zaragoza, Vice Chair opened the meeting at 5:35 pm. Two changes to the agenda include postponing the TPB Scenario Study presentation to the June meeting and adding a discussion of the Fairfax County air quality monitors.  The minutes of the April 2009 meeting were approved with one minor change – Deron Lovaas was not present at the last meeting.
Staff said tonight’s meeting is an experiment in doing with less paper. Only the agenda is available as a handout; the rest of the meeting materials will be displayed on computer.

2.  Report on Climate Energy Environment Policy Committee (CEEPC)
Staff said the COG Board of Directors has approved bylaws for the new Climate Energy Environment Policy Committee (CEEPC) and appointed a new chair, Jay Fisette, Supervisor, Arlington County Board of Supervisors. The first meeting will be on July 22 before MWAQC.
The mission of the committee as stated in the bylaws:
The CEEPC's purpose and mission shall be to develop and maintain, in accordance with Article II, all policies, plans, agreements, and programs, other than those specifically assigned to other units within COG, concerning climate change and energy. Its areas of responsibility shall include, but may not be limited to, climate change, energy, green building, alternate fuels, solid waste and recycling policy issues, and other environmental issues as the Board may assign. It shall oversee annual work programs and budgets for these program areas. The CEEPC shall be responsible for developing and presenting to the Board for action reports, policy statements, recommendations, and proposals relevant to its purpose and mission.

COG requested member jurisdictions to appoint members to the committee in March and April. CEEPC is a policy committee that will recommend policy to the COG Board of Directors. AQPAC is designated as the public advisory group to the committee and the AQPAC chair is a member of CEEPC. Staff distributed a roster of elected officials appointed to the committee. There are fifteen stakeholder positions representing federal/regional agencies, electric and gas utilities, the environmental community, business community. 
The members brainstormed the names of agencies that would be good candidates for stakeholders on the committee.

Federal/Regional agencies: National Park Service, GSA Federal Office of High Performance (NCA), DOE, EPA, DOT, DOD, NOAA, MWAA. 

Environmental: Potomac River Keeper, Environmental Law Institute, NRDC, Chesapeake Bay Foundation, Sierra Club, MD Native Plant Society, Audubon Society, Environmental Integrity MD, Friends of the Earth, Chesapeake Climate Action Network.

Health: American Lung Association, Mothers of Asthmatic Children,
NIH (Kenny Floyd, Environmental Services Director), CDC in Washington, D.C. 

Business:  Marriott, Automotive Manufacturers Consortium (Catherine Clay), insurance companies, Washington Post

Beverly Fourier asked why there was no category for a health advocacy. She recommended the American Lung Association or Mothers of Asthmatic Children. Deron Lovaas suggested that there be representatives of regulated industries, smokestakes and cars.
3. Stimulus Package (ARRA): Local Projects
Staff discussed the Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant program, the DOE Transportation Electrification program, Clean Cities Petroleum Pilot Program and the National Clean Diesel Funding Assistance. COG is not eligible for the Energy Efficiency Block Grants, but is working with member local governments to suggest that some funds received be used for a streetlight initiative and a energy efficiency communications program. Staff described a project proposed by Nissan to provide 1000 hybrid vehicles to the District and other jurisdictions. This proposal would be for the DOE Transportation Electrification funding. 
Staff discussed the DERA grant submitted on April 28. There are over 700 pieces of diesel equipment or vehicles that would be retrofitted in the Washington region. The total request to EPA is over $3 million. Deron Lovaas asked how much stimulus money is coming to the Washington region as a whole. Staff didn’t have a total amount but said there is a COG ARRA website that lists the Energy Efficiency Block Grant formula amounts coming to the region’s local governments.

4. Staff Report on MWAQC Technical Advisory Committee (TAC). 
Staff said the main issue discussed at the TAC had to do with a proposed comment letter on EPA’s Endangerment Finding. MWAQC Chair Phil Mendelson directed staff to prepare a comment letter for MWAQC to discuss. The draft letter was discussed with the state air agencies who were reluctant to support a letter. The state air agencies said they have not determined which to support, a regulatory approach or a cap and trade approach to reducing greenhouse gases.

However, the state air agencies revised the letter in the event that MWAQC decides to send a comment letter. They revised the letter to be very general in support of a comprehensive national solution to climate change.

The draft comment letter was read and discussed. Caroline Petti said she liked the letter. She said it’s a difficult choice between regulation and legislation. Everyone agrees that the legislative approach is best, but if a legislative approach fails, then EPA should pursue a regulatory approach under its existing authority.  Larry Zaragoza suggested that MWAQC ask EPA for more specific proposals on which to comment. 

What specific proposal could EPA make? Staff said EPA could propose to regulate mobile GHG emissions as it does pollutants by requiring transportation conformity. Staff said there is strong opposition to doing transportation conformity for GHG. 
Josh Silverberg recommended that the federal approach to climate change take place outside of the Clean Air Act. Julie Van Fleet said cap and trade works great on paper but doesn’t benefit the local area. Cap and trade doesn’t deal with places having the worst pollution. Rick Reiss said with greenhouse gases it’s not local emissions that are important, it’s global input. If California reduces huge amounts of greenhouse gases, it benefits this region much more. Larry Zaragoza said the climate legislation will move when Congress feels thay have public support for an option. There should be information about the most economical ways to reduce GHG from major sources. Once these questions are addressed, the solutions will be accepted.

The concept of transportation conformity for greenhouse gases was discussed. Staff explained that the Clean Air Act requires Transportation Improvement Plans (TIP) to be consistent with air quality plans so that new transportation projects don’t created more emissions above those consistent with maintaining the federal health standard. If the TIP emissions are above the ceiling for mobile emissions set in the air quality plan, state DOT’s (TPB in this case) must offset the emissions over the ceiling. This happened in 2003 in the Washington region. Mobile emissions for the region are modeled using MOBILE6, an EPA approved model. There is a new model being introduced, MOVES, that models greenhouse gases as well as pollutants. Sunil Kumar said the MOVES model results compared to MOBILE6 model results indicate that VOC/hydrocarbon emissions will be lower, NOx emissions slightly higher, and PM2.5 emissions will be substantially higher. MOBILE6 was released in 2001. Since then research on PM2.5 chemistry has produced information that has been added to the new model. Deron Lovaas said this is the time when mobile emissions should be discussed. The House Energy and Public Works committee is nervous about the new fuels and new technology. They’re concerned that there may be a fatal flaw with ethanol or hydrogen vehicles.
Deron Lovaas asked if there were any further comments on the draft letter. Rick said the letter won’t have an impact on EPA. Staff said the issue of regulating or legislating climate change will be on the MWAQC agenda. This comment letter will focus the discussion.

6.  Climate and Energy Outreach Coordination Meeting, 4/28

On April 28, COG hosted a meeting to coordinate energy efficiency outreach in the region.  Recent climate action plans developed by the states and localities in the region call for outreach and education campaigns.  COG invited many of the key players for a meeting to discuss regional collaboration on messaging, timing, funding, etc.  Invitees include state energy offices, public service commissions, utilities, and local government energy managers.  Most of the participants indicated an interest in regional collaboration. There will be a follow-up meeting in early July.
7.  Other Business

· Fairfax County air quality monitors: The comment letter was sent to the Fairfax County Board of Supervisors. The Board voted on the county budget in April. It appears that the ozone and PM2.5 monitors will be continued for one year. However, last week COG staff learned that the Fairfax County TEOM monitor, one of the two real-time monitors for fine particles, was turned off. The state is looking to relocate the monitor. It is a monitor that is used for forecasting fine particle concentrations in the region. The one monitor left is at McMillan in the District.

· Handouts at the AQPAC meeting. Members indicated that the computer is okay for discuss of short, one-page documents. For longer documents and spreadsheets that require feedback and discussion, handouts are necessary.

· It was agreed to have committee members make a short, 5-minute presentation about a project at the AQPAC meetings. Lee Keshishian will make the first presentation at the next meeting on June 15.

· Julie Van Fleet announced that there will be a meeting tomorrow night about wind power off the Virginia Coast. The meeting will be on May 19, 7:30 pm at the Crowne Plaza hotel, the 900 block of Fairfax St. in Alexandria.

8.  Next meeting, Agenda, and Adjourn.  There being no further business, the Chair adjourned the meeting at 7:30 pm. The next meeting will be on June 15, 2009.
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