
TPB Access  for  Al l  Advisory  Committee  

On October 20, 2004, the TPB and it’s Access for All (AFA) Advisory Committee 
sponsored the successful “Disability Awareness Day.” Eleven TPB members 
traveled to a press conference with a volunteer with a disability and member of 
the media via bus, rail and paratransit. The event highlighted transportation 
challenges and more importantly, raised awareness and affected attitudes 
about people with disabilities.  
The event highlighted that: 

• Not all of the region’s buses are wheelchair accessible; 
• Bumpy strips warning rail passengers that the edge of the platform is 

near are present in only 54 of 83 Metrorail stations; 
• Elevator outages at Metrorail stations seriously impede travel for peo-

ple who are unable to use stairs or escalators; and 
• Inefficient operation of paratransit services results in confusion and 

delays.  

TPB DI S A B I L I T Y AWA R E N E S S  DAY 

Congress designated 
each October as  

 
N A T I O N A L   

D I S A B I L I T Y   
E M P L O Y M E N T  

A W A R E N E S S  
M O N T H   

 
to increase the public's 
awareness of the skills 
of  workers with disabili-
ties and to highlight  
employment barriers. 

Progress  Made Towards Accessible  
Transpor tat ion Since Disabi l i ty  
Awareness  Day  

A WA R E N E S S  I S  T H E  K E Y  .  .  .  
 It’s not just what you do, but how you think.  

“I have come to believe that the primary obstacle faced by people with disabili-
ties is other people’s attitudes.  Whether accurate or not, feelings about peo-
ple with disabilities influence important judgments and decisions.” 

 -John Hudson,  AFA Member 

TPB Hand-out Item 13 

O C T O B E R  1 9 ,  2 0 0 5  

P E R S O N S  W I T H  
D I S A B I L I T I E S  

A R E  T W I C E  A S  
L I K E L Y  T O :  

 
• Be unemployed; 

• Live in poverty; and 
• Have inadequate 

transportation. 
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B U S  
• D.C. Circulator – Low-floor buses  
• By January 2006, Metro buses will be 100% lift-equipped 
• 450 new Metro buses will be low-floor 
 

R A I L   
• Elevator redundancy in two new stations 
• New public announcement system planned for 39 Metrorail 

stations 
 

P A R A T R A N S I T  
• Demand Responsive Study is underway 
• New MetroAccess director and new contract in January 
 

S I D E W A L K S  
••  Regional bus stop inventory is underway  
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PRO G R E S S  MA D E. . .  

. . .RE M A I N I N G CH A L L E N G E S 

R A I L  S T A T I O N S  
• Improve lighting and elevator 

reliability 
 

A C C E S S  T O  B U S  S T O P S  A N D  
M E T R O  S T A T I O N S  

• Complete the regional bus stop 
inventory  

• Improve bus stops 
• Improve  sidewalks and crossings 

(add more Audible Pedestrian 
Signals) 

 
C O N T I N U E D  M E T R O A C C E S S  

D E L A Y S   
 
L A C K  O F  A C C E S S I B L E  C A B S ,  
especially in D.C. 

 

I N V O L V E  P E O P L E  W I T H  A  R A N G E  O F  D I S A B I L I T E S  I N  T E S T I N G  B I G  P U R C H A S E S  
O R  C H A N G E S ,  s u c h  a s  elevator button design (for visually impaired), public announcement 
systems, and new buses 
 
W H E E L C H A I R  L I F T S  O N  B U S E S  

• Use low-floor buses in urban areas with curbs 
• Provide hands-on training on how to secure wheelchairs on buses given the wide variety of 

mobility devices 
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PE D E S T R I A N AC C E S S  FO R AL L 

BE N E F I T S  F O R AL L 

Safe and accessible pedestrian access 
to transit stations is key for everyone, 
but especially people with disabilities. 
One missing curb cut can make the 
whole public transit system inaccessible 
to someone in a wheelchair. The AFA 
committee urges that local jurisdictions 
and transit agencies work together for 
improved pedestrian access. 
 
 
“The region needs to work together to 
create a transit and pedestrian system 
that provides access for all.”  

-Kathy Porter, TPB Member and AFA Chair 

“We are not doing this for us, but for 
you.  As you age, you might need a 
wheelchair.  Your vision could get 
worse.” 

-Dr. Raymond “Bud” Keith, AFA Member 

Accessibly features benefit everyone, to-
day and in the future. As the baby boom-
ers age, accessibility features will be 
even more critical.   
 
Think of how  accessibility  features, 
such as curb ramps, help people push-
ing strollers, people with rolling luggage, 
and bicyclists. 
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TPB RE S O LU T I O N AD O P T E D OC T O B E R 20 ,  2004 

The TPB:  
 
• Recognizes the importance of accessible and dependable transit service, 

sidewalks, and safe pedestrian crossings for people with disabilities; and 
 
• Encourages TPB member agencies and jurisdictions to implement the AFA 

recommendations to improve transit services for people with disabilities. 
 

WH AT CO M E S NE X T? 
 

The AFA hopes to do a  disability awareness event every three 
years, and do smaller awareness activities in-between. 

 
 

F O R  M O R E  I N F O R M A T I O N  
Check the AFA Committee Website at 

www.mwcog.org/transportation 

 

Washington Post Quote of the Day—October 20, 2004 

“You can talk to people until you’re blue in the face 
about what you can do for people with disabilities . . . 
But until you’re in a chair, you can’t understand.” 

 -Michael LeJuene, TPB Citizens Advisory Committee  

For alternative formats of this document, please contact Wendy Klancher at wklancher@mwcog.org, (202) 962-3321 or (202) 962-3213 (TDD). 


