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ADVANCE \y63
UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY


REGION III

1650 Arch Street


Philadelphia, Pennsylvania  19103-2029
Dear Sir or Madam:

On August 18, 2006, EPA offered the National Pollutant Discharge and Elimination System (NPDES) permit for the Blue Plains Waste Water Treatment Plant for public comment.  The original period for public comment was 30 days, ending on September 19, 2006.  By this notice, EPA advises that the public comment period is being extended for an additional 15 days and it will end on Thursday, October 5, 2006.  Publication of the extension of the Public Notice will appear in the September 15, 2006 edition of the Washington Times.  In addition to the announcement in the Times, by this letter, EPA continues its practice of inviting participation in the public notice process by the direct mailing of hard copies of the relevant documents and by making these documents available on the Internet.  Internet access is consistent with the President’s Management Agenda which directs us to provide greater electronic access to government services and information.  Electronic versions of the enclosed documents have been available since August 18, 2006, on the Region III website which is located at:  http://www.epa.gov/reg3wapd/public_notices.htm.  The documents will remain on the website until the close of the public comment period.  

You have been sent this notice because your name is included on the list of persons who are interested receiving information regarding National Pollutant Discharge and Elimination System (NPDES) permits issued in the District of Columbia.   On August 18, 2006, you were sent notification of the original public notice for the Blue Plains permit.  This letter is intended to provide notice of the extension of the public comment period only, there are no additional modifications to the draft modified permit that was public noticed on August 18. 

The proposed modifications announced on August 18 are as follows:

1. Part III.E.1 - The Water Quality -Based requirements for Combined Sewer Overflow (CSO) language is modified to more nearly track the language found in the NPDES permit issued for this facility in 1997.

2. Part III.E.2 - The TMDL derived numeric limits for pollutants in the Anacostia River, Rock Creek and the Potomac River have been deleted.  The EPA proposes to ensure consistency with applicable waste load allocations through the permit limitations and conditions requiring implementation of the Long Term Control Plan (LTCP) according to the performance standards in Part III,  Sections C.2.A through C.2.A.9 .

3. Part I.B - A Best Professional Judgement technically based limit of 8,600,000 pounds per year total nitrogen is being proposed for Outfall 002.

4. Part IV.E - The former total nitrogen goal of 8,467,200 pounds per year is being replaced with a performance based goal of 5,800,000 pounds per year. 

 Comments regarding the enclosed draft documents may be submitted in writing to Mary Letzkus, Office of Watersheds (3WP41), 1650 Arch Street, Philadelphia, PA 19103.  

EPA has requested certification under Section 401 of the Clean Water Act to the District of Columbia Department of the Environment.  Certification by the Government of the District of Columbia is intended to provide that the draft permit will not violate the District’s Water Quality Standards.  In addition to providing written comments on the draft permit to EPA, you may also provide written comments regarding certification to the District of Columbia.  Comments concerning the pending District of Columbia certification may be submitted in writing to: Nicoline Shulterbrandt,  Program Manager, Water Quality Division - 5th Floor,  51 N Street, N.W. Suite 5000, Washington, D.C.  20002.
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Printed on 100% recycled/recyclable paper with 100% post-consumer fiber and process chlorine free.

Customer Service Hotline: 1-800-438-2474
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