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I
Funding for Wastewater Treatment Plant Upgrades

COG supports funding for state and/or federal initiatives that would provide cost-share funds of 50 percent or more to wastewater treatment plant operators who implement a new round of nutrient reductions.

· In Congress, COG supports funding for local wastewater plants under some version of the already introduced “Chesapeake Bay Watershed Nutrient Removal Assistance Act.”

· In Maryland, COG supports sufficient funding for the State’s proposed Enhanced Nutrient Removal program for wastewater plants.

· In Virginia, COG support sufficient funding for the Water Quality Improvement Fund to allow the State to meet its obligations to local wastewater authorities under existing grant agreements and to forge new agreements for further reductions.

(The state owes several wastewater authorities and local governments in northern Virginia about $6 million for improvements already undertaken. No new funds are currently available.)
Background

· All major plants in the Washington metropolitan region are implementing biological nutrient removal technology to reduce nitrogen discharges, resulting in a reduction of about 50 percent in nitrogen discharges from 1985-2003 despite a 10-percent increase in volume treated during this period.

· Progress to date has been achieved through cost sharing; state and federal sources have accounted for approximately half of the $200 million price tag for these improvements.

· The flexibility of this non-regulatory approach has allowed plants to achieve nutrient reductions in the most cost-effective manner for both capital and operating costs.

II
Funding for Urban Stormwater Management and Stream Restoration Programs

COG supports additional federal and state funding for local government stormwater management and stream restoration programs that help to meet Chesapeake Bay Program goals.

· Virtually no cost-share money is available for “retrofit” of older urban areas without stormwater management controls.

COG supports development of a new categorical program under the federal transportation funding system that would help local governments reduce the water quality impacts of stormwater from older untreated urban areas -- as long as such a program is funded out of new revenues.

III
Funding for Agricultural Nutrient Reduction Efforts

COG supports full funding of the “Chesapeake Working Lands Nutrient Reduction Pilot Program” section of the 2002 federal farm bill.

· Pilot Program would support innovative approaches to achieve further reductions in nutrients in agricultural areas; COG region also could benefit from nutrient trading provision.

