Northeast Low Carbon Fuel Standards (LCFS)
What is a LCFS:

A LCFS is a performance-based standard that would limit the average carbon intensity of fuels using a lifecycle accounting method, which tracks emissions from all stages of fuel production and distribution. The goals of the Northeast/Mid-Atlantic LCFS are to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, encourage the development of low cost, low carbon fuel alternatives (e.g., electric vehicles), and promote development of advanced fuels and technologies.

California’s LCFS regulation is scheduled to take effect in 2010. The Northeast/Mid-Atlantic LCFS will adapt lessons learned in the CA program.

What fuels does it target:

A LCFS program is fuel-neutral program. Currently it is targeting only the transportation sector, but could also be applied to fuels used for heating buildings, for industrial purposes, and for electricity generation.

Fuels that may have potential to reduce the carbon intensity of transportation include electricity (for plug-in hybrid and electric vehicles) and advanced biofuels from non-food crops (such as cellulosic ethanol). Advanced biofuels are expected to have lower lifecycle carbon emissions and be less likely to cause a diversion of food crops to fuel use than those fuels on the market today.
What is the Framework:

Currently the LCFS Program is made-up of 11 Northeast and Mid-Atlantic states.  These states are Maryland, Delaware, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, New York, Connecticut, Rhode Island, Massachusetts, Vermont, Maine, and New Hampshire.

There are six workgroups that are staffed by members of all eleven states.  These workgroups meet bi-weekly to resolve outstanding issues needed before implementation.  The workgroups are: Baseline, Sustainability, Economics, Communication, Legal Authority, and Implementation.
What are the Program Goals:

The goal of the California Program is to reduce the carbon intensity of transportation fuel 10% by 2020.  The Northeast LCFS will use this as a guide but will wait until more work is done by the workgroups to determine a final goal. 
What is the History of the Program and it’s Time Frames:

· December 2008, a letter of intent was signed by all eleven states Environmental Commissioners and Secretaries.  The Letter of Intent committed the states to explore the potential of a regional LCFS and forwarding a recommendation to their Governors by December 2009.

· January 2009, the six LCFS workgroups are formed and begin meeting.

· Spring and Summer 2009, ten stakeholder meetings are held to receive input from specific groups (biofuel producers, utilities, environmental organizations etc…)

· October 2009, two public stakeholder meetings are held in Boston, MA. and Newark, N.J.  Meetings are attended by over one hundred attendees.  This is an opportunity for stakeholders to hear status of program, ask questions, and express concerns or support.

· December 2009, MOU is approved by Commissioners and is forwarded to Governors for their sign-off.

· December 2009, Governors receive MOU to be signed-off by end of the year.  MOU would commit the eleven states to continuing economic analysis and analysis of program issues and elements, and to developing a program framework by early 2011.  
· Early 2011, eleven states develop framework for a common LCFS 

· Implementation - TBD
