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Why Food Recovery?

• Reduce Waste

– 18% of discarded municipal waste is food

• 31 million tons/year nationwide

– Mid-Atlantic average tipping fee: $46/ton 

– 38% of the world’s land is used for agriculture

– 25% - 40% of food is wasted in the US 



Why Food Recovery?

• Reduce Waste

• Reduce Carbon Footprint

– Landfills are 2nd largest anthropogenic source 

of methane

– Methane is a greenhouse gas 25x as potent 

as CO2, 72x as potent in the short term



Why Food Recovery?

• Reduce Waste

• Reduce Carbon Footprint

• Feed Hungry People

– DC has a food insecurity rate of 11.9%

– Child food insecurity rate of 21.4%



Why Food Recovery?

• Reduce Waste

• Reduce Carbon Footprint

• Feed Hungry People

• Strengthen Community Relationships

– We like to help our neighbors!



Food Waste Hierarchy



Strengths

• Bill Emerson Good Samaritan Food 

Donation Act protect donors 

• Large number of food distribution 

organizations (Banks, Pantries, Meals) in 

region.

• Many potential donors already donate 

food!

• Governments already promote recycling & 

waste reduction.



Opportunities for Governments

•Help establish a norm:

Donating food is safe, right thing to do!

•Educate potential donors: 

How to donate safely, Where to donate.

•Waste management grants to provide infrastructure

•Create a food policy council

Include reducing food waste in mission

•Leadership: Roundtable on Food Recovery 



Educate and Promote

• Website

– Single, regional, food donation website

– List of food banks

• Possibly interactive mapping tool

• Where they are, what they accept, do they pick up

– Liability information

– How to prepare & store food for donation

– Social & tax benefits







Educate and Promote

• Website

• Produce Brochures

– How to donate food (refer to website)

– Basics: what sort of food is acceptable?

– Distribute with all commercial kitchen 

inspections

– Distribute with waste reduction campaigns to 

businesses



Educate and Promote

• Website

• Produce Brochures

• Produce Laminated Kitchen Posters



Educate and Promote

• Website

• Produce Brochures

• Produce Laminated Kitchen Posters

• Recruit, Recognize & Award Donors



Use waste management funds to 

provide infrastructure 

• City & County of San Francisco Recycling 

Program grants to food banks

– $258,600 in 1996-1999

– Refrigerated trucks, driver salaries, gas, 

sorting conveyer, forklift, etc.

– 3000 tons/year of edible food recovered



Use waste management funds to 

provide infrastructure 

• Portland Metro’s Fork It Over Grants:

– $580,000 in 1999 - 2003
 4 walk-in coolers; 

 18 reach-in refrigerators; 

 19 reach-in freezers; 

 10 outdoor shelter canopies; and 

 2 collection trucks, and 9 months driver salary and volunteer driver gasoline 

allowances

• Along with marketing, printing, outreach:

– 9000 tons/year additional food recovered

– $31 benefit / grant dollar



What do food banks need?

• Diverse Needs & Capabilities

– DC Central Kitchen: 4000 meals/day

• Can only pick up donations > 50 pounds of food

• Wide range of perishable food accepted

– Many smaller organizations currently cannot 

handle perishable food



What do food banks need?

• Diverse Needs & Capabilities

• Transportation Resources

• Education of Donors

– Food Safety

– What kind of food is most needed

– What food cannot be accepted


