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Purpose of Technical Inputs Solicitation

 Provide transparency in 
process 
 Provide instructions for project 

submission and updates to 
enable TPB to conduct required 
analyses
 Link TPB priorities and federal 

requirements to projects, 
programs, and policies 
submitted by member agencies 
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The LRTP: where a regional vision and 
local actions come together
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TPB 
establishes 
policy 
framework

TPB staff 
evaluate 
system  
performance 

TPB 
develops 
consensus 
on strategic 
solutions > 
e.g., 
Aspirational 
Initiatives 

Member 
agencies 
develop 
projects, 
programs 
and policies 
to address 
local and 
regional 
needs 

Technical 
Inputs 
Solicitation

Member 
agencies 
prioritize 
projects,  
submit 
projects to 
TPB 

December 16, 2020

Local 
Decision-
making

Must submit 
projects that: 
• impact air 

quality 
conformity 
analysis

• use federal 
funds 

http://www.greaterwashington2050.org/Reports/regionforward_web.pdf
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 Introduction 
 Requirements 
 Project Inputs
 Plan and TIP Update Schedule 
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 Federal and Regional Policies 
 Regional Policy Framework and Priorities 
 Seven Transportation Initiatives for a Better Future 
 Shared Regional Goals and Priorities
 Federal Requirements and Policy Considerations
 Performance-Based Planning and Programming 

 Basic Submission Instructions for Conformity Inputs 
 Amendments to the LRTP and TIP
 Resources and Maps
 Detailed Appendix and form
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Technical 
instructions

Technical 
instructions

TPB
Priorities

December 16, 2020



A Focus on TPB priorities

 Members that submit projects answer questions about if 
and how projects address TPB priorities: 
 A new emphasis on: 
− Aspirational Initiatives 
− Safety 
− Equity 
− Climate Change mitigation targets

• New question about promoting non-auto-travel 
 The MPO uses project information to communicate about 

what is in the plan to Board and public
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Summary of comments received and 
TPB response /corresponding activities
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Comments include suggestions for: x TPB response/corresponding 
activities: 

Planning and analysis that could 
inform the LRTP 

New climate resilience strategy 
analysis – please see memorandum 

Technical Inputs Solicitation: 
emphasis on Aspirational Initiatives 
and climate resiliency 

Revisions that place additional 
emphasis on Aspirational Initiatives 
as policy priorities and climate 
resiliency

Performance measures and linkage 
to TPB’s Regional Transportation 
Priorities Plan 

TPB has many performance 
measures that correspond to RTPP 
and has been developing additional 
performance measures 
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Further emphasis on climate resiliency and 
Aspirational Initiatives 



Addressing Regional Transportation Priorities Plan Goals
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New equity 
questions

Updated climate 
questions

RTPP Goal Questions

Provide a Comprehensive 
Range of Travel Options

• Does this project promote non-auto travel in the region? Identify all travel mode 
options that this project provides, enhances, supports or promotes

• Is this project physically in an Equity Emphasis Area (EEA)? How does it improve 
equity?

• Does this project improve accessibility for historically transportation-
disadvantaged individuals (i.e., persons with disabilities, low incomes, and/or 
limited English proficiency)?

Promote Regional Activity 
Centers

• Does this project begin or end in an Activity Center?
• Does this project connect two or more Activity Centers?
• Does this project promote non-auto travel within one or more Activity Centers?
• Does this project connect an Equity Emphasis Area to an Activity Center? 

Ensure System 
Maintenance, 
Preservation, and Safety

• Does this project contribute to enhanced system maintenance, preservation?

Maximize Operational 
Effectiveness and Safety

• Is this project primarily designed to reduce travel time on highways and/or 
transit without building new capacity (e.g., ITS, bus priority treatments, etc.)? 

• Is this project expected to significantly reduce fatalities or injuries among 
motorists, transit users, pedestrians, and/or bicyclists?

Protect and Enhance the 
Natural Environment

• Is this project expected to contribute to reductions in emissions of criteria 
pollutants, specifically, to attainment of ozone levels consistent with the 
National Ambient Air Quality Standard (NAAQS)?

• Is this project expected to contribute to meeting the regional goal of reducing 
greenhouse gasses by 50% below 2005 levels by 2030?

Support Interregional and 
International Travel and 
Commerce

• Does this project enhance, support, or promote the following freight carrier 
modes: long-haul truck, local delivery, rail, or air freight carrier modes?

• Does this project enhance, support, or promote the following passenger carrier 
modes: air, Amtrak intercity passenger rail, intercity bus?

Updated safety 
question

New: 
promoting 
non-auto 
travel in the 
region



New LRTP Performance Measures 
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Identify Gaps Develop additional 
measures and evaluate

Existing 
Measures

TPB Policy 
Framework

Existing 
Measures

TPB Policy 
Framework

New 
Measures

Evaluation
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Page 13:
 Current text: 
 In October 2020, the TPB endorsed new interim GHG reduction goals 

and new climate resiliency goals. These include a 2030 interim 
regional greenhouse gas reduction goal of 50% below 2005 levels by 
2030; the region’s climate resilience goals of becoming a Climate 
Ready Region and making significant progress to be a Climate 
Resilient Region by 2030; and the need to incorporate equity 
principles and expand education on climate change into CEEPC, COG 
and TPB members’ actions to reach the climate mitigation and 
resiliency goals.

 Add:
 This will require reduction in vehicle miles traveled and associated 

emissions in Visualize 2045.
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Board - Proposed Change B

Page 14: Text box:: 
 Through this project technical input solicitation process the TPB urges its 

member agencies to prioritize investments on projects, programs and 
policies that support the regional planning priorities and advance the 
endorsed strategies as they submit their input for inclusion in the TPB’s 
LRTP and TIP.

Replace box text with: 
 Through this project technical input solicitation process the TPB requires

its member agencies to prioritize investments on projects, programs, and 
policies to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, prioritize the aspirational 
strategies, and achieve COG's land use and equity goals as they submit 
their input for inclusion in the TPB's LRTP and TIP.
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Board - Proposed Change C

Page 17: Add note that:
 Additional performance measures beyond minimum federal 

requirements will be considered and developed for this CLRP to monitor 
progress in achieving regional priorities such as equity, greenhouse gas 
reductions, access to jobs and services, access to transit, vehicle miles 
traveled, and non-auto mode share.

If included, staff recommended revision: 
 TPB will continue to report and will add to existing performance 

measures beyond minimum federal requirements will be considered 
and developed for this CLRP to monitor progress in achieving regional 
priorities such as equity, greenhouse gas reductions, access to jobs and 
services, access to transit, vehicle miles traveled, and non-auto mode 
share.
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Board - Proposed Change D 

Form Question #34. Operations

 Revise title as Operations and Travel Demand 
 Add question:
 Does this project reduce automobile Vehicle Miles 

Traveled?  
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• Current Question 
37: Does this project 
reduce travel time 
on highways and/or 
transit without 
building new 
capacity, (e.g., ITS, 
bus priority 
treatments, etc.)?

Staff recommendation: the current TIS updates now includes 
the question, under the RTPP goals, “does this promote non-
auto travel’ this question could be revised to include VMT: 
• Does this project promote non-auto travel or can it be 

expected to reduce VMT?

(Staff believe the 
referenced is 
question 37):



Board - Proposed Change E

Form Question #41. Additional Written Information on Aspirational 
Initiatives

 Clarify that additional written information is required specifically for 
Aspirational Initiatives by separating this into two narrative questions:
 #41a.“Please provide additional written information that describes 

how this project further supports or advances the TPB Aspirational 
Initiatives” - please note that this requires a database change  -

 #41b. Please provide additional written information that describes 
how this project further supports or advances other regional goals or 
needs
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Board - Proposed Change F

Form Question #43. Environmental Mitigations
 Add question regarding mitigation of climate impacts:
 #43b If the answer to question #37 regarding contributing to 

greenhouse gas emission reductions was ‘No’, please describe how 
the project will mitigate increased greenhouse gas emissions or 
vehicle miles traveled. 
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TPB Staff note: we believe the referenced question is #40: 
Is this project expected to contribute to reductions in 
emissions of greenhouse gases by 50% below 2005 levels 
by 2030?  



TPB Members’ role:

 Today: Board will be asked to 
discuss and approve final 
revisions to the Technical 
Inputs Solicitation
 Ongoing: Continue to prioritize 

and funds plans, programs and 
policies that implement the 
Aspirational Initiatives and that 
address other regional policy 
priorities
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Stacy M. Cook 
Principal Planner
(202) 962-3335
scook@mwcog.org mwcog.org/TPB

Metropolitan Washington 
Council of Governments
777 North Capitol Street NE, 
Suite 300
Washington, DC 20002
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