


The arts inspire, delight and unite us all!



Americans Value The Arts



The Most Extensive Study on Arts Impact
341 Study Regions in all 50 States and D.C.



Shifting the Conversation from 
Charity to Investment

$3.75 
billion in 

total 
economic 

impact

59,423 full-
time 

equivalent 
jobs

$257 million in 
local and state 

government 
revenue

$1.68 billion in 
resident 

household 
income



$3.8 Billion in Spending (2015)

Nonprofit Arts & 
Culture Organizations 

$2.17 Billion

Event-related 
spending by 
audiences 

$1.58 Billion



Meals & Snacks 
$16.63

Souvenirs & 
Gifts
$3.92

Ground 
Transportation, 

$2.71 

Lodging, $2.04 
Other or Misc., 

$2.58 

$27.88 Per Person in Additional 
Event-related Spending 



All U.S. Arts Industries Represent 
$730 Billion(2014) 4.2 Percent of GDP

Source: U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis
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Direct Economic 
Activity

full-time Equivalent 
Jobs Supported

State and Local 
Revenue Generated

National Capital Region $3,750,332,794 59,423 $257,003,000

District of Columbia $2,906,271,526 39,720 $193,041,000

Montgomery County, MD $183,216,256 3,807 $14,989,000

Prince George's County, MD $23,782,748 1,160 $5,075,000

Alexandria, VA $111,843,508 2,628 $7,541,000

Arlington, VA $189,238,696 5,156 $13,904,000

Fairfax, VA $271,599,133 6,220 $19,301,000

The Arts Are a Part of all of Our Lives, 

Communities, and Economies



The Arts Drive $183 Million in Economic Impact 

and Development in Montgomery County, MD



Prince George’s County, MD
Arts centered economic development through public-private partnerships



Alexandria, VA “In December, 2016, 
Alexandria's City Council 
approved the City's Arts & 
Culture Master Plan. The 
information obtained from all 
five Arts & Economic Prosperity 
studies was an invaluable asset 
in the research and 
development of the plan.”



Arlington, 
VA

Arts Strategy 
aligned with 

Economic 
Development 

Strategy.  
Low cost –

High Impact



Total Arts Industry Expenditure in Fairfax County: $271.6 million
Arts expenditures $173.4 million & Audience Expenditures $98 million



Washington, DC Arts and culture generates $2.91 billion in total 

economic activity for DC



Direct Economic 
Activity

full-time Equivilant 
Jobs Supported

State and Local 
Revenue Generated

National Capital Region $3,750,332,794 59,423 $257,003,000

District of Columbia $2,906,271,526 39,720 $193,041,000

Montgomery County, MD $183,216,256 3,807 $14,989,000

Prince George's County, MD $23,782,748 1,160 $5,075,000

Alexandria, VA $111,843,508 2,628 $7,541,000

Arlington, VA $189,238,696 5,156 $13,904,000

Fairfax, VA $271,599,133 6,220 $19,301,000

The arts mean business here!

Questions?



Please Contact Us

Arthur Espinoza

• Executive Director, DC 
Commission on the Arts & 
Humanities

• Arthur.Espinoza@dc.gov

Suzan Jenkins

• CEO, Arts & Humanities 
Council of Montgomery 
County

• Suzan.Jenkins@creativemoco.com

Rhonda Dallas

• Executive Director, Prince 
George’s Arts & 
Humanities Council

• rdallas@pgahc.org

Diane Ruggiero

• Director, Office of the Arts, 
Alexandria, VA

• Diane.Ruggiero@alexandriava.gov

Michelle Isabelle-Stark

• Division Director, Arlington 
Cultural Affairs

• misabelle-stark@arlingtonva.us

Linda S. Sullivan

• President & CEO, Arts 
Council of Fairfax County

• lsullivan@artsfairfax.org


