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TrE VISION

In the 21st Century, the
Washington metropolitan
region remains a vibrant
world capital, with a
transportation system that
provides efficient movement
of people and goods. This
system promotes the region's
economy and environmental
guality, and operates in an
attractive and safe setting—it
is a system that serves
everyone. The system is
fiscally sustainable, promotes
areas of concentrated growth,
manages both demand and
capacity, employs the best
technology, and joins rail,
roadway, bus, air, water,
pedestrian and bicycle
facilities into a fully
interconnected network.

—Vision Statement

Coalrs, OBIECTIVES
& STRATECIES

Policy Goafl:

The Washington metropolitan region’s ranspotation system will provide
reasonable access at reasonabile cost to evervone in the region

CHrertimes:

(L1 A comprehensive range of choces for users of the region’s transportation
system

{2) Accurate, up-to-date and understandabie transportation systermn mtormation
which is available to everyone in real Bme, and &5 user-friendly tor Arst-bime
vasttors and resmdents, regardless of mode of travel or language of the traveler.

(31 Farr and reasonable opportunibies for-access and mobility for persons with
spectal accessibility needs.

[4) Convenlent bicycle and pedestrian access,

Sfrategies;

(1) Plan, bnplement, and maintain a truly integrated, multi-modal regional
fransportation system

(2] Plan and smplement a tourist-friendly svstem that encourages the use of fransit
and provides international signage and information,

(3] Make the regiom’s transportation facilities safer, more accessible, and less
innbmidahng for pedestrians, bicychsts, and persins with special needs.

(4) Plan and implement a uniform fare system for transit and commuter rail.

(50 Adopt a reglonal transit planming pricess and plan, with priority fo uniformity,
cpnnectivity, equity, cost effectivenessand reasonable fares,

Pofivy Goal:

The Washington metropolitan region will ' develop, implement, and
2 maintain an intérconnected transportation system that enhances quality

af life and promotes a strong and growing economy throughouwt the entire
reginn, including a healthy reginnal cora* and dynamic regional activity centers with

a mix of jobs, housing and services in a walkable environment.

M et ioes:

11} Evonomically strong reglonal core

12} Economically strong regional activity centers with a mix of jobs, housing,
services, and recreation in a walkable epvironment.

(3 & web ot multi-modal tramsportation connections whuchy [;rm'ul:—_' convenent
access (including improved mobility with reduced reliance on the automobile)
between the regional core and regional activity centers, reinforcing exlsting
transportation connections and ceeating new connections where appropriate

14)  Improved Internal mebility with teduced reliance on the automaebile within the
regional core and within regronal activity centera

{5) Fificient and safe movement of people, goods, and information, with minimal

adierse impacts restdents and the envaromment.
Strategles:

{1y Define and identify existing and proposed regional activity centers, taking full
advantage of exisling infrastructure, for the growth and prosperity of each
jurisdiction in the region,

The regiopal core includes the jurisdictions of the Dhstrict of Columbia,
Arlington, and Alexandria
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121 Encourage local junsdictions wo provide incentlives tor
concentrations of restdential and commercial development along
transporiation, transit corcidors within and near the regional
core and regionalactivity conders; such aszoning, financial
mcenihves, transter of duk'eiupment riglibs, prionty mfrastroctose
Hinancomg, and other measures

(3 Eneourage the federal government to locate emplovment m the
regonal cors and i existing and Sor planned regional actiaty
centers

4] Lave highepronty o remonal planning and funding for

travsportation tacilibies thatr serve the regional core and regrional

activity centers, mchading expanded rail service mwd fransat
centers where passenyers can-switch easily from ene
ransportation mode to another.

Identity and develop additional bghway and transit

circumferential factlities and capacity, includimg Potomac River

crossigs where necessary. and appropriate: that smprove
mobtity and aceesstbiliby between and among regional activty
centers and the regional core

o

thl Intercept automaotive trathe at key locations, encouraging “park
enee,” and provide excellent alternatives to driving o the
rigrimal core and moregional activity conters.

17) Develop asyshan of wdter bds serving key points along the

Motomac and Anacostia Rivers

Poltey Gl

I'he Washinglon metropafilan region’s transpartation
svsterm will give priority Lo management, performance,
matntenance, and safety of all modes and facilities,

(hpectrves:

1 ."';dl.‘o_'l.lcl.ll_‘ maintenance, preseryation, rehabilitahon, and
replacement of existing infrasiructuce

121 Enluanved svstemesafety through efféctive enforcement of all
ratfic laws and moetor carrier safety resulations, achieverment of
national targels for seatbell use. and appropriate safetv features
i tacihity desgsoe

Aleatedrs)

11 Factor hife-cycle casts into the transportabion system planning
amd decision process,

12 ldentihy and secure seliable sources of funding s ensure
adequate maintenance, preseevation, and rehalilitation of the
regnon s transportation system

13 Bupport the unplementabion of effective safety measures,
mchuding red lyght camera enforeement, skid-resistans
pavements. elimnation of rondsle hazards, and better
intersection controls

Palivy Cinal:

The Washington metropolitan region will use the best

availablie technology v maximize system effectiveness,

Cihfectioes:

{1 Keduction o reghonal congestion and congestiom-related
incidens

121 A user-friendly, seamiiss system with on-demand, fimely bravel
nformation 1o users, and a simplified method of paviment,

130 Improved management of weather emergencles.and major
mwidents

i2] Improved reliabilily and predictalality of operating conditions
am the region’s transportation facilities.

(51 Full uhlization of future advancements in transportation
technalogy.

Strafegivs:

Depley technologically advanced systéms to menlior and
marage tratdic, and to control and coordinate traffic contrml
devices, suclh as traffic signals, intiuding providing prioeity o
teansit vehicles wheré appropriste.

127 Improve incident management capabilities in the region through
enhianced detection technilogies and mproved incident
TESPOTSR

[3) Temprove highway lighting, lane markiogs, and other roadway
delingation thraugh the use of sdvanced msd emerging
toechiolories:

i) Lstablish & uoifeed, technologyv-based method of payment forall

mansil fares, public packing fees, and toll reads in the region.

Utilize public/private partnesships to provide travilers with

comprehensive, timely, and accurate indormation oo traffic and

transit- condibions amdavalable alternatives

i Lise techrology to manage and coordinate snow plowing, rad
saltng operations, and other responses-to extreme weather
conselitions, and foshare with the poblic assessments of road
conditions and how mueh time it will take to clear roadwavs.

171 Use advanced commumications and real-time scheduling
tiethids oamprove fmed transfers between bransit services

81 Develop operating strategies and supporting systems to smooth
thie Flow oof traffic and transit vebicles, reduce variances in tradde
speed, avgl balance capacity and demand,

) Maintain intermational leadership in taking advantage of new

technalogies for transportation, such as avtemated highway

syalemms and persomal rapid transit

Policy Gaal:

The Washington metropalitan region will plan and develop
a transportation system that enhances and protects the
region's natural environmental quality, cultural and historic

resources, and communities,

CHrjertines:

111 The Washington region becomes a moadel for protection and
enhancement of natural, cultural, and hastorncal resources

(21 Reduction in reliance on the single-cocugant vehacle {SOV) by
affering attractive, efficlent and atordable altermatives,

13) Increased transit, ridesharing, bloyvching and walking muods
shares, :

(4 Compliance with federal clean air, clean water and energy
conservation requirements, including reductions o 1999 levels of
mbale source pollutants.
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16

Reduction of per capita vehicke miles traveled (VMT)

Pristection of sensitive enviromimental, cultural, historcal and
neighborhood locations from negative trathe and developmental
impacts through focusimg of development iinselectied arsas
corsstint wath adopted jurisdichional plans.

Striategies:

(1

(5}

Implement a regional congestion management program,
including conedinated regional bus service, tratflc uperations
improvements, transit, ridesharing:, and telecommuting
ncentives, and |.1ria‘i11g shratepies

Pevelop a transportation systencsupportive of multiple use and
higher density (conumercial and residential) in the regional core
and regtonal activity centers as a means of preserving land,
riattiral, cultural and histoeic resources, and éxisting
cemmimunities.

Support regional, state
and lederal programs
which promote a cost.
effective combination ol
technolosrical

inprovermants anc

fransportation stratogios
tor redduice air pollution,
includingg promoting Gse of transil oplions, lnancial incentives,
and voluntary emissions reduchion measures

Develop a regional tedrism initiative o encourape air and frain
arrival iz the renom; and additional transil access and
automebile parking ab the oo of Metrorail/ rail services,
Mrovide equivalent emplover subsidies to emplovees with the
witent of “levehng the plavmgs beld” between automobile s
rranstl/ridesharing

TMan and implement transportation and refated tacilines that are
aesthetieally pleasing,

Implement a regional baoyele/ tral ) pedestnan plan and include
bicyele and pedestrian facilities in new transportation progects
and improvements,

_J{l':dl.ll.‘i: CUErEY Consumphinn peT unit of trave], T.‘|k|l‘|g THA XTI
advantage of technology opliens

Policy CGoal:

Ihe Washington metropalilan region will achieve belier
inter-jurisdictional coordination of transpartalion and [and
usg planning.

CHiiectives:

1Ly

A composite general land use and transporlation map of the
repion that identtfies the keéy elements necded lor regional
trantsportation. plasining—reprional activity centers, principal
transportation corridors angd facihities, and designated “green
space.”

(21 Region-wide coordination of land use and transportabion
planning inaccordance with the redommendations of the
Partnersiup for Regional Excellence report approved by the COG
Board of Directors in 1993

atratepies:

(1%

Dewelop a regional process to notify Tocal governmoents formally
uf remonal growth and trangportation policy issues. and
ercturage local povernments to speafically address such lssues
i their comprehensive plans:

121 1dentify an agreed-upon set of definitions and assumptions to
facilitate regional cooperation

i3 Ensure that maor corndor studies include options that serve the
regional core and regponal actaty centers shown on the regronal
mmag.

i) Develop, in cooperation with local povernments, model zoning
and land use guidelines that encourage mulbple wse
development patterns and reduse no-work antomobile
dependency:

150 Plan for development to be lpcated where it can be served by

existHng or planned infrastrocture.

Prdicy Ceoal:

The Washington melropolitin region will achieve an

enhanced funding mechanismis} for regional and lucal

transportation system priorities thal cannaot be implemented
with current and furecasted federal, state, and local lunding,

CHvjirctimes:

(1) Consensus on a set of critical fransportation projects and &
fundmg mechanizmis} to address the region's growing mobility
and accessibility needs,

(21 A fiscally sustainable transportation system

13 Users of all modes pay an equitable share of costs

Strategies:

(11 Conduct outreach and education activities o promote public
participation.

(2] Develop public support and apprioval for a spicific set of
regional and local transportation priorities and o funding
mechamsmis) tosupplement fand not supplanti priorities to be
implemented with current and forecasted ledoral, state, and local
funding

Policy tinal;

The Washington metropolitan region will support options
for tnternational and inter-regional travel and commerce,

CXefertinis:

111 The Washington region will be among the most accessible in the
nation for international and inter-regional passenger and goods
moverments

121 Contimared prowth in passenger and goods movemetts between
the Washington region and other nearby regions in the mid
Atlantic area.

13 Connectivity 1o and between Washington Dulles Intermational,
Ronald Reagan Washington Nativial, and Baltimore-
Washington International mrports

Striafeiies:

(1} Maintain convenient access to all of the region’s major arports
for both people and goods.

(2} Support efficient, fast, cast-effective operabion of inter-regional
passenper and freight rail seevices:

(31 Support the development of a-scamless regional transportabion
sysbtem.

(41 Suppert conrdinated fcketing and scheduling among Amirak,
MARC, VRE, WMATA, local bus and inter-city bus seryvice,

(31 Develop a regional plan for freight movement
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CTION ACGENDA

By the vear 2000, a strengthened TPB will adopt and ensure the implementation of a new Constrained Long-
Range Plan through the year 2020 to include:

B

1d

Eal

on

An enhanced transportation funding mechanism or mechanisms for the region that:

allocates funding for a specific set of regional and local transportation priorities which are supported and
approved by the public; but cannot be implemented with current and forecasted federal, state, and local
funding;

includes reliable sources of funding to ensure adequate maintenance and rehabilitation of the region’s
transit systems,

facilitates a web of multi-modal transpoctation connections which provide convenient access to the
regional core and the rfrgii}m}i activity centers, reinforcing existing transportation connections and creating
T L":'.IT'I'I.'IE_"I'.'["i\".IT'I.‘\' 'H-']'!E"Tl‘ ﬁ]']]"f(_‘.l].-l]'i.ﬁt{‘_;

recognizes the longstanding federal commitment to be an equal partner in providing adequate, long term
funding to the region’s transportation systems to-support the federal city and the Mational Capital Region.

Better coordination of transportation and land use planming, including the creation of a composite
regional map that identifies and integrates a system of regional transportation corridors and facilities, the
reginnal core, regional activity centers, and “green space,” and which will serve as the basis for future
transportabion planning and funding priorities,

Better management of the exisling system, including a comprehensive regional information program that
provides residents, businesses and owt-of-town visitors up-to-date information on all travel options, and a
seamless regional transit system with uniform technology accessing all elements of the svstem,

A regional congestion management system to achieve significant reduction in single occupant vehicles
{(50Vs) entering the regional core and regional activity centers by:

maxtmizing Metrorail, MARC, VRE and other transit capaaty by increased use of park-and-ride lots and
connecting bus service;

encouraging tourists /visitoes to the area to use Metroral, MARC, VRE and existing transit, especially
during nog-rush hours;

designing and developing circulation systems that maximize the use of transit (rail, monorail, bus, jitney,
ete,) and pedesteian and bicycle facilities;

providing equivalent employer subsidies to employees with the intent of “leveling the playing field”
between automobile and transit/rdesharing,

Coordination with-adjacent regions including an inter-regronal transportation plan that s predicated on
the Washington reszion hv'm;; a center in an inter-regional systoem.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT:

TPB at 202-962-3200, fax 202-962-3202,
202-962-3213 (TDD) or
e-mail cogdtp@mwcog.org.

Visit us on the Internet at www. mwcog.org
Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments
Department of Transportation Planning
777 North Capitol Street, N.E., Suite 300
Washington, D.C. 20002-4239
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