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Maryland’s Green Purchasing Program
● Est. 2010 by the Green Maryland Act

● Inter-Agency Green Purchasing Committee

Statutory Members:
○ General Services (Chair & Staff)
○ Budget & Management
○ Commerce
○ Environment
○ Health
○ Information Technology
○ Natural Resources
○ Public Safety & Correctional Services
○ State Treasurer
○ Transportation
○ University System of Maryland
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Promote EPP Train Develop policies & 
guidelines

CoordinatePublish Specs Report

Maryland Green Purchasing Committee
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Our Work is Founded in Law 



“All procurement agencies shall purchase environmentally 
preferable products and services unless purchasing 
environmentally preferable products and services would limit or 
supersede any requirements under any provision of law or result 
in the purchase of products and services that:

(1) Do not perform adequately for the intended use;
(2) Exclude adequate competition; or
(3) Are not available at a reasonable price in a reasonable period of time.”

State Finance and Procurement Article §14–410

Green Purchasing Requirements for State
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https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Laws/StatuteText?article=gsf&section=14-410&enactments=False&archived=False


Green Purchasing Specifications

Per statute, the Green Purchasing Committee approves and publishes 
“Environmentally Preferable Specifications” that Agencies should then adopt

§14–405.

(b)    (1)    To encourage the maximum purchase of environmentally preferable products and services, the Maryland Green 
Purchasing Committee established under § 14–410 of this subtitle shall establish environmentally preferable specifications to 
be adopted by State agencies.

(2)    The environmentally preferable specifications shall be published and maintained online by the Maryland Green 
Purchasing Committee for use by State agencies.
(c)    Each State unit shall review annually the procurement specifications currently used by the unit and, to the extent 
practicable:

(1)    adopt the environmentally preferable specifications published by the Maryland Green Purchasing Committee; and
(2)    revise the unit’s procurement specifications in accordance with § 14–410 of this subtitle.
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http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Laws/StatuteText?article=gsf&section=14-405&enactments=False&archived=False


Examples of Statutory Requirements 

• EPEAT Purchase Requirement (State Finance and Procurement Article §14–414)
When purchasing an electronic product to be used by the State, a State unit shall purchase an electronic product that:

(1)  Is listed and rated Silver or Gold on the EPEAT Registry; or
(2)  Meets nationally recognized and consensus–based standards established by a comprehensive

environmental rating system approved by the Department of Information Technology.

• Expanded Polystyrene Food Service Products – Prohibitions (Environment Article §9-2203)
(a) “On or after July 1, 2020, a person may not sell or offer for sale in the State an expanded polystyrene food service product.”
(b) “On or after July 1, 2020, a food service business or school may not sell or provide food or beverages in an expanded polystyrene food 
service product.”

• Limitations on Hazardous Substances (Environment Article §6–1201:§6–1204)
A person may not manufacture, process, sell, or distribute in the State a new product or flame- retardant part of a new product that contains 
more than one-tenth of 1% of pentaBDE (pentabrominated diphenyl ether) or octaBDE (octabrominated diphenyl) by mass.
A person may not manufacture, lease, sell, or distribute for sale or lease in the State electrical or electronic equipment that contain more 
than one–tenth of 1% of decaBDE (decabrominated diphenyl ether) by mass.



Focusing Our Work 



Three Main Actors  

Procurement 
Officers

Purchasers Vendors



Procurement Officers 

Institutionalize Green Purchasing in Procurement Operations

1. Green Purchasing Language in Procurement Manual 

1. Environmentally Preferable Specifications & Green Contracts 

1. eProcurement System 

1. Trainings: Green Purchasing 101; Specialization 

https://procurement.maryland.gov/maryland-procurement-manual-table-of-contents/
https://dgs.maryland.gov/Pages/GreenPurchasing/Resources/Specifications.aspx
https://mdprocurement.freshdesk.com/support/solutions/articles/70000634961-maryland-green-purchasing-requirements


Green Purchasing Specifications

1. Legislation, Statutes, 
Regulations

1. Prohibited Products 

1. Minimum Requirements

1. Additional 
Environmentally Desirable 
Attributes 

1. Environmentally 
Preferable Purchasing 
Language 
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Specification Index
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174 product 
categories 

covered by 18 
specifications! 



Vendors 

Coordinate with Statewide Vendors 

1. Collect and Verify Data on Green Product Sales

1. Ensure Compliance with Statutory & Regulatory Requirements

1. Block Prohibited Products on eCommerce Platforms 

1. Develop Green Purchasing Guides

https://dgs.maryland.gov/Pages/GreenPurchasing/Resources/ForVendors.aspx
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Green Purchasing Guides 



Green Lists 



Green Vendor Platforms

All “green” products meet Maryland’s standards. 



Purchasers 

Help Identify Green Products and Services on Statewide Contracts 

1. Green Purchasing Guides 

1. Purchaser Trainings
a. Saving Money by Buying Green

a. Buying Green Office Supplies 

https://dgs.maryland.gov/Pages/GreenPurchasing/PurchaserTrainings/SavingMoney.aspx
https://dgs.maryland.gov/Pages/GreenPurchasing/PurchaserTrainings/OfficeSupplies.aspx


Interested in Learning More? 

Read Our Annual Reports & Visit Our Website

https://dgs.maryland.gov/Pages/Publications/green_purchasing_annual_reports.aspx
https://dgs.maryland.gov/Pages/GreenPurchasing/index.aspx


Contact Us 

Kshirajaa Ramesh
Sustainability Officer & Staff, Maryland 
Green Purchasing Committee
Kshirajaa.Ramesh@maryland.gov
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General Inquiries

DGS.BuyGreen@Maryland.gov

mailto:Kshirajaa.Ramesh@maryland.gov
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