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Definition of Drought:
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Definition of Drought
(as far as we could agree):

Some sort of precipitation shortage

On some significant time scale (weeks to 
multiple years)

Having an affect on something
[impacts]
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Definition and Assessment of Drought
Depends on Aspect/Interest:

Agriculture:
• Weeks to a Few Months

• Sensitivity varies by location and time of year [Midwest in 

summer; High Plains in winter]

• Other factors, especially summer temperatures and humidity, play 

a role

• Water usage, evaporation from soil and plants 

(evapotranspiration), etc. 

• Recovery can be swift [heavy rainfall episode]
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Definition of Drought
Depends on Aspect/Interest:

Wildfire Threat:
• Weeks to months

• Prior wet spell contributes (growth to dry out, serve as fuel)

• Other factors beside precipitation

• Low humidity

• Strong winds

• Humidity & calm winds aid control

• Improve without precipitation
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Definition of Drought
Depends on Aspect/Interest:

Water Supplies / Hydrology:
• Months to Multiple Years

• Sensitivity varies less with season [still relevant]

• Sensitivity can vary markedly by location

• Can be discontinuous depending on source of water, management 

practices, etc.

• Longer-term temperature plays a role, especially where supply 

relies on snowpack

• Snowpack is temperature & precipitation in concert
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Precipitation
How Hard Is Precipitation?

6 Months
(in.)

30 days
(in.)
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Sorting it All Out (1) – Other Parameters
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Sorting it All Out (2) – Context/Season
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Sorting it All Out (2) – Feedback
• Drafts disseminated to email list of 300+ participants

• Local Weather Forecast Offices
• Local/Regional hydrologists
• State Climatologists
• USDA Climate Hubs
• Regional Climate Centers
• Academic/Research Institutions
• Agricultural Experts (regional, national)
• Local/regional water suppliers

• Feedback
• Individuals with off-the-cuff comments/thoughts
• Coordinated responses from states, other entities

• NC, FL, TX, CA/NV, Colorado Basin
• Adjustments
• Iterative Process Until Final Map Completed

• Author makes final call



21

Drought Outlooks
Available at Climate Prediction Center: www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov
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Fin!
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