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Impacts of Climate Change

o Intense, more 
frequent storms

o Flooding of coastal 
areas including 
beaches and bay 
marshes

o Increased rains in 
some regions;   
decreased rains in 
other regions.

o Increased 
distribution of 
infectious diseases
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Product Life Cycle —> Cyclical

Climate, Energy & Waste Connection



Climate Change…
Energy & Waste Connection

Waste increases:
o Production costs

o Use of natural resources

o Volume of waste in landfills

• Greenhouse Gas 
(GHGs) emissions
• Global Climate Change

WasteWise Partners reduce GHGs… equivalent 
to taking 5.8 million cars off the road.



Waste Reduction Model (WARM)
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Climate Profile



WW Partners’ “Climate Profiles”

Companies… and Cities…
can take actions to reduce 
waste & track their 
Climate Footprint

Cool…!



WW: An Evolving Program
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A new WasteWise campaign focusing on reducing 
residential municipal solid waste (MSW).



WWC GOALS

• Achieve our 35% Recycling Rate

• Promote Climate E&W Connection

• Build Partnerships to advance Goals

• Spread Branding of WW logo

• Enroll New Partners



WW UMBRELLA

o RCC Goal: Increase national recycling 
rate of MSW to 35%.

o To meet this goal, EPA is working with 
Partners & Stakeholders through existing 
and new projects.

PAYT



Pay-As-You-Throw (PAYT)

In PAYT cities… residents 
are charged for the 
collection of municipal solid 
waste—ordinary household 
trash—based on the amount 
they throw away. 

This creates a direct 
economic incentive to 
recycle more and to 
generate less waste.



Types of PAYT Programs

Cans— fees based on size of  containers

Bags— fees based on # of garbage bags

Stickers— stickers affixed to bags



PAYT Functions Like a Utility

- Pay for waste like a utility

- Only pay for what they use



Duke University National Study

o 32 to 59% 
increase in 
Recycling

o 19% found slight 
increase in illegal 
dumping

This report is available online at 
www.epa.gov/epaoswer/non-hw/payt/pdf/swlitrep.pdf



Successes—PAYT

More than 7,000 communities in the United 
States implemented PAYT programs



PAYT Web Site

o Studies, reports, 
and articles

o PAYT Bulletin

o Video

o Toolkit

o Presentation

o Fact sheets,  
success stories, 
lessons learned www.epa.gov/payt



C&W - Tools & Resources



Partnerships & Marketing 

• WasteWise Business Partners (GM,USPG)

• City and State Officials & Leaders
(City Councils, State Recycling Associations, State 
Environmental Quality Departments, etc.)

• NGOs ( ICLEI, USCM, PEW, USCAP, etc.  )

• Trade Associations (ASTSWMO, SWANA, etc.)

------------------------------------------------------------------------

•Tailor message to audience (Saving Money, 
Economic Development, Reducing Climate Footprint, 
Partnership Benefits, Awards, etc.)



Local governments influence all major 
sources of global warming pollution

Cities Contribute to the Problem 
and Can Create the Solutions

Solid WasteEnergy Transportation



WWC Climate Initiatives

• Local Actions:
• Burlington, VT – CAP - MSW reductions from city 

buildings = ~ 2000 MTCE

• Fort Collins, CO – City Council set a 50% diversion 
goal by 2010

• Portland, OR – CC Local Action Plan requires 
businesses to recycle 50% of wastes

• San Francisco, CA – CAP – Waste Diversion rate of 
63% - w/ 1st curbside food scrap composting 

• State Actions: MA – SC – OR – CA



WWC NEXT STEPS

•Convene WWC session this fall

• Seeking a few “Good Cities” (and Speakers)

• Develop City Climate Profiles (?)

• Build Partnerships 

• Promote Projects & Tools across U.S.

• Measure Implementation Successes



Climate Campaign Web Page

www.epa.gov/mswclimate

To calculate waste 
and GHG 
reductions 

o Corporate Case 
Studies 

o Links to Climate-
related documents 
and organizations



Legislation and Policies

Kyoto Protocol

Cap & Trade Programs

Carbon Tax





WWC - Join us…Act Now!

Climate & Waste Connection

WasteWise Helpline
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