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MEMORANDUM
TO: Transportation Planning Board
FROM: Lyn Erickson, Plan Development and Coordination Program Director

SUBJECT: Public Comment for the June 2024 TPB Meeting
DATE: June 20, 2024

The Transportation Planning Board accepts public comment on a rolling basis. Comments can be
submitted via email (tpbcomment@mwcog.org), online (mwcog.org/tpbcomment), mail, and phone.
Comments are collected until noon on the day before the TPB meeting. These comments are
compiled and shared with the board at the meeting.

Between noon Tuesday, May 14, and noon Tuesday, June 18, the TPB received 10 letters (including
one resubmitted letter from October, 2023) and 5 comments submitted directly via email. Nine
comments were received through the TPB Comment Form on our website. In addition, the TPB
received 885 emails generated from email-writing software. Email campaigns included content
urging the TPB Board to rejectthe currently proposed I-495 Express Lane project, and content urging
the TPB to /nclude the proposed project.

The comments are summarized below. All full comments are attached to this memao.

PUBLIC COMMENT

Coalition for Smarter Growth - Comments via Letter-June 3, 2024
The Coalition urges TPB officials to exclude the 495 Southside Project from the Visualize 2050 plan
and air quality conformity analysis. They state there are unaddressed concerns including:

o Aflawed study and alternatives evaluation - They state there is a need to evaluate alternative
solutions and consider local jurisdiction concerns for the long-term benefit of the region and
communities along 1-495.

e A potential traffic bottleneck in Prince George’s County - They state the risk of bottlenecks
due to the HOT lanes, urging caution before adding the project to Visualize 2050 without
studying its impact on Prince George’s County.

¢ Induced Traffic Effects - They assert VDOT has not adequately studied the induced traffic
effects from a larger 1-495 on connecting roads in Prince George’s, Fairfax, and Alexandria,
stating the highway widening project could exacerbate congestion and increase cut-through
traffic.

e Future Metrorail Concerns - They assert that the proposal’s impact on future Metrorail
expansion remains uncertain. They state WMATA has raised unanswered questions about
right-of-way preservation and near-term bus services.

o Climate Pollution - They assert adding highway lane capacity, even with HOT lanes, worsens
climate pollution. They cite the UC Davis Institute of Transportation Studies, which found that
induced travel from HOT lanes could increase overall greenhouse gas emissions.
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o Health Impacts - They assert the project’s higher vehicle volumes would contribute to air
pollution from tailpipes, tires, and brakes, affecting adjacent neighborhoods, reminding the
board that the Washington, DC region is a nonattainment area for ozone pollution.

e Flaws in VDOT Study - The Coalition attributes these issues to a flawed scoping and analysis
by VDOT in the 495 Southside Express Lanes Study.

The Coalition also included their comment letter from October, 2023 with further details

Citizens Against Beltway Expansion- Comments via Letter-June 17, 2024

The Citizens Against Beltway Expansion write that allowing the Southside Lanes to move forward
would break a promise that rail would one day extend over the Wilson Bridge. They urge the TPB to
remove the Southside Express Lanes from Visualize 2050.

Brian E. Ditzler- Comments via Letter- June 17, 2024

Mr. Ditzler urges the TPB to remove the Southside Express Lanes from Visualize 2050 for the
following reasons: they are inconsistent with greenhouse gas reduction goals, they would block a
future extension of Metro’s Blue Line over the bridge, they would not resolve congestion but shift it to
Oxon Hill, and they would result in increased traffic volumes undermining efforts to create more
walkable local streets. Mr. Ditzler states that VDOT’s purpose and need statement reflects a
conclusions-first approach, and that there are other demand-management and transit-oriented
alternatives that should be considered.

Sierra Club-Comments via Letter-June 17, 2024

Writing on behalf of the Sierra Club chapters in the DMV, the Sierra Club urges the TPB to support the
motion from Prince George’s County to remove the 1-495 Southside Express Toll Lanes project from
Visualize 2050 and the list of project submissions to the air conformity analysis. They state the
following:

¢ It would move the region further from reaching the Transportation Planning Board’s
greenhouse gas goals and would make it more challenging for the region to achieve
compliance with the ozone National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS).

¢ The toll lanes would put the extension of Metrorail on the Woodrow Wilson Bridge at risk
especially given that large toll lane ramps may be built and then need to be removed or
reconstructed for Metro extension.

e Itis afalse solution for transit riders. The hundreds of millions of dollars used to expand the
Southern portion of the Beltway would be better used if it were all spent on increasing access
to more affordable public transit, bike, and pedestrian infrastructure and transportation
demand management options.

o The project will shift traffic bottlenecks and fail to fix congestion.

They conclude urging the TPB to remove the project along with all beltway and toll lane expansions
from the long-range plan.

Southlawn Citizens Association-Comments via Letter- June 18, 2024

Residents urge the TPB to remove the |-495 Southside Express toll lanes project from Visualize
2050, stating that it would expand the beltway, move the bottleneck to Oxon Hill, and generate more
traffic on local streets. They state the project is inconsistent with greenhouse gas emissions goals,
and would increase air, water and noise pollution in their neighborhood. They note that WMATA is
conducting a study to extend the Blue Line, and this project would impede those efforts. They ask the
TPB to remove this project along with all other segments planned for the Beltway and I-270; and re-
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evaluate the 900 miles of highway expansion in favor of better transit, transit-oriented development,
and Transportation Demand Management.

George “Tad” Aburn- Comments via Letter- June 18, 2024

Mr. Aburn focused on the need for the TPB to review and take action on the recommendations by
MWAQC and ACPAC regarding environmental justice and the need for the TPB to better address air
pollution related to environmental justice. He notes that ACPAC has made recommendations to
CEEPC, MWAQC, and the MWCOG Board on climate change and environmental justice calling for
more aggressive action. He urges the TPB to consider these recommendations.

Maryland Transportation Builders and Materials Association (MTBMA)- Comments via Letter- June
19, 2024

MTBMA urges the inclusion of the Southside Express Lanes project in TPB’s Visualize 2050’s Air
Quality Conformity Analysis, highlighting its potential to enhance transit connections and create new
revenue streams. The association emphasizes that this study is crucial for informed decision-making
and maintaining eligibility for federal funding.

Maryland League of Women Voters - Comments via Letter-June 18, 2024

LWVMD believes that this Project should be completely removed from the Plan because converting
infrastructure that was designed for rail to roads is backwards thinking considering the climate crisis.
It would just move a bottleneck of traffic from the Virginia side of the bridge to the Maryland side of
the bridge. By increasing 1-495 lanes, it would also increase traffic on roads such as Telegraph Road,
Van Dorn Street, Route #295, and Maryland Route #210.

Northern Virginia Transportation Alliance (NVTA)-Comments via Letter-June 18,2024

The NVTA writes in favor of the inclusion of the Southside Express Lanes project, stating that the
project presents an opportunity to alleviate congestion, improve access to jobs and opportunities,
and invest in the region’s transit system. They note concerns have been raised regarding the misuse
of the Air Quality Conformity process to impede potential projects before a fair evaluation can take
place. They state VDOT is obligated to demonstrate Air Quality Conformity under the National
Environmental Policy Act. They state that while the inclusion of the Southside Express Lanes on the
list of projects doesn't approve the construction, it allows the completion of the NEPA process. VDOT
states that the project will not move forward without support from Prince George’s County and the
region. They state that refusing to evaluate the air quality impacts of the project sets a dangerous
precedent for future transportation projects and undermines regional collaboration.

John Undeland-Comments via Email- June 14, 2024

Mr. Undeland urges the TPB to include the Southside Express project in Visualize 2050. He states
the improvements offer a chance to fund transit and promote carpooling. He states that increased
transit funding is crucial due to the pandemic’s impact, noting the decline in ridership and the need
for revenue. He states that the project would provide continuity for the express lanes system on I-
495, offer additional travel choices, reduce congestion, enhance travel reliability, improve safety,
and align with local and regional plans. The express lanes would contribute transit funding, provide
more reliable bus service, and promote ridesharing.

Mark Scheufler-Comments via Email-June 18, 2024

Mr. Scheufler writes that Resolution R13-2024, entitled "Inclusion of 1-95/1-495 Southside Express
Lanes Project in the Air Quality Conformity Analysis of Visualize 2050 and the FY 2026-2029 TIP”,
should be denied for the following reasons: Maryland/Prince George’s County's support for the
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project is uncertain; Prince George’s County will bear most of the costs via high tolls and congestion;
implementing inexpensive interim solutions, such as painting auxiliary lanes and limiting access
during high traffic, could resolve major congestion issues without additional project costs; suburb to
suburb express bus transit is unlikely to succeed due to ample parking and car infrastructure.
Current routes have low ridership, indicating potential challenges for similar new routes.

Adam Paul-Comments via Email-June 18, 2024

Mr. Paul writes to oppose reserving median space on the Woodrow Wilson Bridge for auto travel. He
states the median was built to support rail and building auto lanes would prevent this. Approval
signals more difficulty in establishing a Metro line in the future. He urges the TPB to work with
WMATA to accelerate the expansion of Metro.

Bill Pugh, Coalition for Smarter Growth (CSG)- Comments via Email-June 18, 2024

CSG writes that they are disappointed that VDOT’s 495 Southside study has failed to consider bus,
HOV and travel demand management and has ignored transit. They are concerned that future
Metrorail is not being protected. They state that a possible proposal by TPB members to model two
scenarios — with and without VDOT’s 495 Southside widening with toll lanes — would fail to model
alternative solutions and simply reinforce the bias of VDOT’s study to date. Any alternative conformity
scenarios must model multiple build alternatives for 495 Southside including a bus and HOV lane
with TDM measures, a Metrorail and expanded transit-oriented development scenario.

They think TPB and the region are best keeping the premature 495 Southside project out of Visualize
2050.

Casey Clements- Comments via Email-June 18, 2024

Mr. Clements writes in opposition to using the reserved medial space on the Woodrow Wilson Bridge
for auto travel. As the bridge median was originally built to support rail transit, he states replacing it
with auto lanes would decimate WMATA's plan on creating the blue loop/bloop, limiting a huge
number of DMV's residents (many of which who do not use a car) to do crucial things like get to work,
attend important appointments, etc. Also, it would limit their ability to get out and participate in all of
the amazing events the DMV has to offer, which impacts the city financially.

General Comment Form Submissions
Nine comments were received in the General Comment box from June 17 to June 18, 2024. All nine
commenters wrote in opposition to the I-495 Express Lanes project.

Email Campaigns- Comments via Email - May 15, 2024- June 18, 2024

The TPB received 885 emails from Tuesday afternoon, May 14 until noon Tuesday. Email campaigns
included content urging the TPB Board to reject the currently proposed I-495 Express Lane project,
and content urging the TPB to /inc/lude the proposed project. The emails were generated from email-
writing software, with some capacity to tailor the email contents. Two of the emails contained the
same content as the campaign last month but were received after the cut-off date for the May
meeting.

Email forms urging removal of the project (593) were similar in content, urging the board to vote to
remove the 1-495 Southside Express toll lanes project from Visualize 2050. They state the project
would increase traffic, leading to more pollution and impede the efforts to extend the Blue Line. They
advocate that instead of highway expansion, better public transit and transit-oriented development
are more sustainable solutions that will reduce congestion and improve public health. They state
that VDOT's proposal to widen 1-495 is problematic because it would cause a bottleneck in Prince
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George’s County, hinder the future Metrorail expansion, and increase traffic on surrounding streets.
They state VDOT is pushing for its preferred alternative without sufficient evaluation of other options.
They also state the agency failed to consider transit-oriented development and climate change goals;
urge rejection of this proposal; and, demand the evaluation of more effective alternatives in line with
the region's vision for sustainable communities.

The TPB received an additional 292 emails from Wednesday, June 12 until noon Tuesday from
community members urging support of the 1-495 Express Lane project, stating it would relieve
congestion, improve traffic, and bring in money to fund transit. They state that transit systems are
struggling, and this project would provide an opportunity for dedicated transit funds for Prince
George’'s County. They urge the addition of the project into the air quality conformity analysis so that
VDOT can continue to work on identifying and refining it, resulting in a more informed decision being
made before construction.

Thirty-three emails contained some variation in content from the forms provided. There were many
instances of an individual submitting the exact email more than once, and instances of the same
individual submitting comments using two or more fillable forms.



Laura Bachle

From: Bill Pugh <bill@smartergrowth.net>
Sent: Tuesday, June 4, 2024 10:38 AM

To: TPBcomment

Cc: Stewart Schwartz

Subject: Item 1 Virtual Comment Opportunity
Attachments: CSG 495 Southside letter June 3 2024.pdf

Dear TPB board members and staff,

Please see attached letter by the Coalition for Smarter Growth. We respectfully ask Transportation Planning Board
officials at the June 20 board meeting to:

1. Vote to exclude the 495 Southside Express Lanes project from the Visualize 2050 plan and air quality conformity
analysis due to the strong concerns of multiple local jurisdictions and WMATA that have not been adequately
addressed by the Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT).

2. Ensure that VDOT fixes its flawed 495 Southside Study to fully evaluate other alternatives, address local
jurisdiction concerns, and identify the best long-term solution for the region and communities along 495.

Thank you for your dedication to our region,

Bill Pugh, AICP CTP | Senior Policy Fellow
Coalition for Smarter Growth
www.smartergrowth.net | @betterDCregion
bill@smartergrowth.net

(202) 821-3226
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June 3, 2024

Hon. Christina Henderson, TPB Chair

National Capital Region Transportation Planning Board
777 North Capitol Street NE, Suite 300

Washington, DC 20002-4239

Re: Deeply flawed 495 Southside Express Lanes project should not be in Visualize 2050

Dear TPB Chair Henderson and Board members,

The Coalition for Smarter Growth respectfully asks Transportation Planning board officials to:

1.

Vote to exclude the 495 Southside Project from the Visualize 2050 plan and air quality
conformity analysis due to the strong concerns of multiple local jurisdictions that have
not been adequately addressed by the Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT).

Ensure that VDOT fixes its flawed 495 Southside Study to fully evaluate other
alternatives, address local jurisdiction concerns, and identify the best long-term solution
for the region and communities along 495.

At this point, the region still doesn’t have clear answers from VDOT to these concerns:

Traffic bottleneck in Prince George’s County — HOT lanes have a record of creating
significant bottlenecks at their termini. Rushing to add this project to Visualize 2050
before VDOT has studied the bottleneck impacts to Prince George’s County would be a
serious mistake.

Growth in traffic volumes on connecting roads in Prince George’s, Fairfax and
Alexandria — VDOT has not studied the impacts of induced traffic from a bigger 1-495 on
1-295, Route 210, Route 1, Telegraph and Van Dorn, and other roads. The highway
widening project can be expected to generate more traffic that will feed into local streets.
Tolls and the fact that congestion would continue on general purpose lanes also increase
cut-through traffic concerns.

Future Metrorail on Wilson Bridge at risk, too many unanswered questions —
Following the debate and lawsuit over the new Woodrow Wilson Bridge, area officials
committed to install Metrorail in the future. Engineers designed the bridge to handle the
weight of Metrorail and to ensure the rail connection would work with the drawbridge,
while integrating into the bridge (including the drawbridge portion) key features like
conduits for Metro’s power and train control needs.

VDOT claims that toll lanes built in the right-of-way reserved for future Metrorail on the
bridge would not preclude future rail. However, WMATA has significant concerns and
sent a letter to VDOT on May 31 with 11 unanswered questions on both future transit
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right-of-way preservation and near-term bus services. Clearly, the VDOT proposal is not
ready to go into our region’s transportation plan.

VDOT has acknowledged that large toll lane ramps may be built and then need to be
removed or reconstructed with the region bearing the cost. VDOT has not explained
what provisions they would impose in toll lane contracts to ensure the right-of-way is
returned in a timely manner to Metrorail and whether this will be done at no cost to
WMATA and taxpayers. Nor have they considered that the toll lanes would likely have to
be shut down during Metrorail construction nor who would compensate a private toll
concessionaire for lost revenue during construction.

Adding highway lane capacity — even with HOT lanes — worsens climate pollution
— The UC Davis Institute of Transportation Studies in 2023 concluded that adding new
“high-occupancy toll (HOT) lanes might have similar induced travel effects as
general-purpose lane expansions.” And that induced travel increases overall GHG
emissions. (see attached CSG comment letter, bullet #10, with more detail). The project
would cause further health impacts to adjacent neighborhoods from its resulting higher
vehicle volumes and their air pollution from tailpipes, tires and brakes. We remind you
that the Washington, DC region is a nonattainment area for ozone pollution.

These problems and the local opposition result from a flawed scoping and analysis by VDOT in
its 495 Southside Express Lanes Study. We encourage you to read our attached comment letter
from October 2023. Problems in the study include:

VDOT's stated purpose of the project is to "extend and provide continuity of the Express
Lanes system" and the first screening criterion for selecting an alternative is "system
continuity" of the Express Lanes. This conclusion-first statement biases the study.

The agency has failed to objectively study comprehensive and integrated transit,
transit-oriented development (TOD), and travel demand management (TDM) alternatives
and their benefits for reducing the region’s east-west jobs and commuting imbalance.

The toll lanes generate racial and economic equity concerns, because unlike a solution
focused on transit-oriented economic development in Prince George’s, residents of the
county would have to endure both more traffic in general purpose lanes and high tolls.

The VDOT study ignores local and regional plans for the corridor and the TPB studies
that show that transit-oriented land use and strong TDM would be the most effective
solutions for improving regional transportation, while providing other benefits.

The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation (DRPT) study of transit
alternatives, likewise failed to examine dedicated transit lanes and strong TDM
alternatives that could be implemented without adding four new tolled lanes. DRPT’s
projected 8,000 transit riders would just as easily benefit from new transit and HOV lane
alternatives that don’t depend on environmentally destructive highway widening and the
long-term auto dependence that this reinforces.



Following conclusion of an improved study, the region’s jurisdictions could then consider the
type of project for this corridor that should be included in the Long-Range Transportation Plan.

Actions that local officials and members of the Transportation Planning Board
(TPB) must take on the 495 Southside project:

1. Atthe June 20 TPB meeting, vote to exclude the 495 Southside Express Lanes from the
Visualize 2050 long-range regional plan and air quality conformity.

2. Require the following fixes and additional information from VDOT before considering
amending Visualize 2050 to add a project in this corridor:

a. Amend the study scope and purpose and need statement to remove its
conclusion-first bias, broadening it "to move more people and provide
alternatives to sitting in congestion."

b. Re-do the alternatives to include truly comprehensive and integrated transit,
TOD, and TDM alternatives with fair criteria, and commit to advancing multiple
build alternatives for detailed evaluation in the NEPA process. Include:

i Metrorail, TOD, and TDM.
i. BRT, TOD, and TDM.
iii. A pilot project using shoulder lanes and/or Metrorail right-of-way for transit
and HOV, with TDM incentivizing carpool, transit, off-peak travel.

c. Provide information requested by WMATA, e.g., ramps and other facilities
required for HOT lanes, engineering challenges and costs of removing or
modifying ramps and other HOT lane infrastructure to install future Metrorail, the
construction impact on toll lane operations and contracts, and info on near-term
corridor bus service proposals.

d. Require detailed, written commitments by VDOT, in consultation with WMATA, to
ensure that interim HOT lanes would not meaningfully increase costs or delay for
the region to convert the facility to future rail.

e. Provide data from the existing 495 toll lanes on travel times in the general
purpose lanes versus express lanes during peak and off-peak periods, transit
ridership data, crash data, and other relevant information.

f. Provide other analyses and commitments to address specific local jurisdiction
concerns, such as traffic bottlenecks in Maryland and on connecting roads, and
improving multimodal travel across and parallel to the corridor.

Let’s make sure that this 70-year regional decision is done right and not rushed. Thank you for
your commitment to the region.

Stewart Schwartz Bill Pugh, AICP CTP
Executive Director Senior Policy Fellow

Addendum: CSG’s Oct. 2023 comment letter on VDOT’s 1-495 Southside Express Lanes Study
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Addendum: CSG’s October 2023 comment letter on VDOT's 1-495
Southside Express Lanes Study

October 2, 2023

Mr. Nick Nies, AICP

Virginia Department of Transportation

VDOT 495 Southside Express Lanes Study NEPA Project Manager
9030 Stony Point Parkway, Suite 220

Richmond, VA 23235

(via email to 495southsideexpresslanes@VDOT.Virginia.gov)

Re: Comments on 495 Southside Express Lanes Study, Preliminary Alternatives & Screening
Mr. Nies:

The Coalition for Smarter Growth submits the following comments on the Preliminary
Alternatives and Screening Evaluation presented by VDOT in September 2023 for its 495
Southside Express Lanes study.

In summary:

e VDOT’s purpose and need statement — “extend and provide continuity of the Express
Lanes system” — is biased, leading to a foregone conclusion, and is inconsistent with
the National Environmental Policy Act direction to evaluate alternatives.

e VDOT handicapped the Transit and TDM preliminary alternatives by only creating
piecemeal, separate elements that were each evaluated individually, rather than also
creating an effective and comprehensive Transit (facilities and service), TDM, and TSM
alternative that would perform well in the screening evaluation.

e DRPT’s study unfortunately failed to include transit-oriented land use and housing
recommendations in regional/local plans that would be effective components of
alternatives.

e VDOT is rushing its study before WMATA can complete its current study of Metrorail in
the corridor.

e |f VDOT advances only highway expansion concepts, as its screening suggests, the
public will not have information to compare the traffic and environmental impacts among
alternatives for widening versus alternatives for transit and TDM.

We ask that VDOT pause the 495 Express Lanes study to revise the Purpose and Need;
develop meaningful transit, TDM and transit-oriented land use alternatives; and allow WMATA to
complete its ongoing study. Our detailed comments follow.
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Detailed Comments:

1. VDOT's study uses a foregone conclusion - purpose of the study is to "extend the
Express Lanes" — and this violates the intent of the NEPA process — VDOT's stated
purpose of the project is to "extend and provide continuity of the Express Lanes system"
and the first screening criterion for selecting an alternative is "system continuity" of the
Express Lanes. While VDOT staff said they have not made a decision yet on which
project alternative they will pursue, the entire study is biased by their Purpose statement.
By your defined purpose it is impossible for a rail transit/TOD/TDM alternative or a
bus/TOD/TDM alternative to advance for detailed evaluation. A Purpose which would
have been properly focused on the customer should have been something like "to move
more people and provide alternatives to sitting in congestion." This would have created a
fairer and more objective playing field for considering alternatives to be evaluated. The
public at meetings we attended included many people who called out VDOT on its
flawed circular logic that runs counter to the intent of NEPA.

2. Express Lanes don't significantly reduce congestion in the general purpose lanes,
but VDOT won't admit that or provide data on this from its existing Express Lanes
— A number of people at the meetings raised this issue and asked VDOT to provide data
from the existing 90+ miles of Express Lanes — to what extent they reduce congestion in
the general purpose (non-tolled) lanes. VDOT staff would not directly respond to this
comment or commit to providing this data, which should be readily available.

3. VDOT's Transit and TDM alternatives were not developed to the same level of
detail as the alternatives to add lanes for cars — this reflects VDOT failing to take
these seriously from the start

e The preliminary alternatives for adding general purpose lanes and express lanes
showed detailed cross-sections for all three segments of the project corridor.
Meanwhile, transit and TDM alternatives only had random photos borrowed from
other places rather than diagrams to illustrate these concepts. The “Standalone
Transit” concept used a photo from some country with cars driving on the left
next to a bus lane.

e The rendering showing how Metrorail could be accommodated in the future was
based on the 2 Express Lanes alternative; no other alternatives were shown to
illustrate how they might accommodate Metrorail in the future.

e VDOT failed to consider a TDM alternative that prices existing lanes and that
could study measures such as exemptions or discounts for low-income drivers.

e VDOT staff couldn’t answer basic questions about the Transit and TDM
alternatives and referred questions to DRPT regarding its study. When we asked
VDOT staff during the in-person open house what bus services and TDM
measures (besides park-and ride-lots) were included in their Transit alternative,
they referred us to the DRPT representative. When one of us asked the DRPT
representative in person what transit service elements and TDM measures VDOT
was including in its study, he referred us back to VDOT staff. The separation of
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the two studies isn’t appropriate because a full range of transit alternatives and
comprehensive and equally detailed analysis of those alternatives should be part
of the primary environmental study.

4. VDOT handicapped the Transit and TDM preliminary alternatives by only creating
piecemeal, separate elements that were each evaluated individually, rather than
also creating an effective and comprehensive Transit (facilities and service), TDM,
and TSM alternative that would perform well in the screening evaluation —

a. The slide deck is very vague on this, but VDOT staff at the Alexandria public
meeting finally confirmed to us that indeed there is no additive Transit and TDM
concept that combines all features.

b. VDOT’s bus lane alternative (“Standalone Transit”) includes no expanded bus
services. Meanwhile, its expanded bus service alternative (“Transit TSM/TDM”)
includes no dedicated or priority transit lanes. VDOT excluded and failed to
evaluate in its screening a preliminary alternative that combines both.

c. VDOT continually cited the DRPT study but didn’t use that study to construct its
alternatives, and VDOT staff couldn’t answer basic questions on the relationship
of the DRPT study and VDOT study.

d. The separated and very limited transit, TSM, and TDM alternatives of course
don't score well in VDOT's subjective screening. There is no comprehensive,
transit and TDM alternative - and none consider the potential of transit-oriented
land use plans in the corridor. DRPT completed a separate study on transit needs
in the corridor and issued recommendations, yet VDOT wouldn't say whether it
will follow them.

5. The TDM alternative doesn’t actually include TDM measures — The only types of
solutions listed for the TSM/TDM alternative are TSM measures: ramp metering,
extension of acceleration/deceleration lanes, and active traffic management (dynamic
speed limits, queue warnings). For Transit and TSM/TDM, the only type of measure
listed is park-and-ride lots. VDOT doesn’t even list the types of TDM elements
recommended by DRPT in its study, which albeit were mostly limited traveler information
measures. VDOT staff couldn’t answer questions about what other types of TDM
measures they were considering and just referred the public to the separate DRPT
study.

6. VDOT failed to study the alternatives that the region’s MPO found most effective. —
The National Capital Region Transportation Planning Board’s (TPB) 2017 Long-Range
Plan Task Force, Phase |l Assessment of Regional Initiatives found that Travel Demand
Management and Regional Land Use Balance were the two most effective strategies at
addressing a range of regional mobility needs, such as improving travel times, improving
job access, and fixing regional bottlenecks like the Woodrow Wilson Bridge beltway
crossing — more effective than an Express Toll Lanes network strategy they modeled.
However, VDOT did not develop preliminary alternatives for either strategy. DRPT also
failed to study the Balanced Land Use strategy its study, and DRPT’s TDM
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recommendations did not include the full suite of tools that TPB has studied and that
could be used to improve 495 corridor travel.

7. Unclear accommodation of Metrorail on WW Bridge sometime in future after
Express Lanes and ramps are built and toll concession contract signed - At the
end of the multiyear debate over the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, the region was promised
Metrorail on the bridge (which was engineered to hold the weight and right of way was
reserved). While VDOT said the project won't preclude future Metrorail across the
Woodrow Wilson Bridge, it seems very unlikely that TransUrban (or other firm) would
give up two express out of four lanes for the rail. VDOT showed a picture of an Express
Lane later converted to Metrorail tracks but this presumably would involve significant
cost to retrofit, require substantial payment to the contract P3 operator, and may face
challenges in designing around the Express Lane ramps and lane entrance/exits.

8. Broad impacts to adjacent neighborhoods and communities and the environment
are not addressed so the public can’t see the impact of adding up to four travel
lanes compared to other alternatives — Numerous speakers at public meetings
expressed concern about the Express Lanes dumping traffic into Old Town Alexandria,
worsening the Route 1 interchange, creating a bottleneck in Maryland, impacting
adjacent neighborhoods, and worsening noise and heat island impacts from the
expanded highway footprint and volumes. If VDOT only advances highway expansion
alternatives, as its screening suggests, the public will not have information to compare
the traffic and environmental impacts among different alternatives.

9. Screening results are biased and often flawed, but VDOT doesn’t provide any
memorandum that describes how it arrived at these conclusions. Here are the
screening criterion and our objections to VDOT’s evaluations:

a. System Continuity —

m The Express Lanes should receive a “Yellow” because there is no
continuity — or Maryland plan for continuity — on the Maryland side of the
Woodrow Wilson bridge.

m Standalone Transit Lane should receive a “Yellow” for providing continuity
with Express Lanes transit priority lanes.

b. Reduce Congestion and Improve Reliability —

m VDOT gave all of its alternatives that add lanes for cars a “Green,”
ignoring the decades of evidence on induced demand that means
congestion returns within a few years. This has been demonstrated not
only for general purpose lane capacity additions, but also for express toll

lanes projects that add lane capacity.

m This “Green” rating for Express Lanes also ignores the fact that under
VDOT’s Express Lane business model, the general purpose lanes
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continue to experience congestion and the vast majority of drivers use the
general purpose lanes.

m The Express Lanes alternatives should have received “Yellows,” and the
General Purpose Lane alternatives should have received “Reds.”

c. Improve Safety —

m VDOT scored all of its alternatives to add lanes for cars as fully improving
safety, “Green.” However, when asked in the two public meetings we
attended how the Express Lane and General Purpose Lane alternatives
improved safety (especially given that the alternatives remove or reduce
shoulders), VDOT staff simply responded that reducing congestion
improves safety. We know from the pandemic, when crash rates rose as
congestion fell, that this is simply not true — higher speeds and more
lanes can lead to more crashes. We also know that congestion returns
due to induced demand. The public asked VDOT to share safety data
from its existing Express Lane facilities, but VDOT staff would not commit
to providing this available data. The Express Lanes and the General
Purpose Lane alternatives should have received “Yellows” for safety, or
“‘Reds” unless VDOT provides data confirming their assertions.

m The Standalone Transit and Transit TSM/TDM alternatives should also
have received “Yellows” rather than “Reds,” as transit is documented to
be a safer mode than travel by car by an order of magnitude, and more
people would be traveling by the safer transit modes.

d. Consistency/Compatibility with Regional Plans —

m Fairfax County and Alexandria transportation plans do not call for HOT
lanes or widening of 495 from Springfield to Maryland. The increased
VMT related to widening 495 would be counter to the local plans, which
emphasize transit and alternatives to driving.

e Fairfax County Transportation Plan shows 495 Southside as an
Enhanced Public Transportation Corridor with HOV lanes but no
HOT lanes. It also does not call for further widening.

e Alexandria Mobility Plan (AMP) - emphasizes alternatives to

driving, mobility options, and reducing car dependency. One of its
performance indicators is reducing Vehicle Miles Traveled. It does
not specifically address 495 or recommend more HOT lanes
facilities. In the AMP, these only come up in the context of how
signage, information and examination of toll rates on existing
highway and HOT facilities could potentially help reduce in-town
cut-through traffic. The City’s June 2022 letter to VDOT
emphasized these points.
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e Fairfax County Community-Wide Energy and Climate Action Plan
— for Transportation planning, its strategy is to “Support

sustainable land use, active transportation, public transportation,
and Transportation Demand Management to reduce Vehicle-Miles
Traveled.” The 495 widening and Express Lanes proposal is not
consistent with this strategy.

e Prince George’s County has not supported recent Express Lanes
proposals on 1-495.

m The region’s adopted long-range transportation plan, Visualize 2045,

includes the current study but does not propose HOT or Express Lanes in
the 1-495 Southside corridor.

Overall, regional and local plans include a mix of strategies and
recommendations that overall prioritize non-single occupant travel modes,
Metrorail and bus transit on dedicated lanes, balanced land use, and
rapidly lowering greenhouse gas emissions in transportation decisions.
While TPB includes “Expand the express highway network, with rapid
transit, and allow carpool/vanpool ride free” as one of its seven
aspirational initiatives, the rest of TPB’s priority strategies in its policy
framework emphasize system improvements that do not expand roadway
capacity for private cars and instead emphasize transit, walking and
biking, safety, technology, demand management, and transit-oriented and
balanced land use.

Given these objectives in regional and local plans, there is no plausible
explanation for VDOT to score Transit and TDM alternatives as “Red,”
adding General Purpose lanes to 495 as “Yellow,” and the Express Lanes
alternatives as “Green.”

VDOT’s materials don’t indicate which plans in the region it consulted and
how it decided on the screening.

10. The study fails to consider greenhouse gas mitigation and VDOT's preferred
solution would exacerbate the climate problem — TPB adopted a target to reduce
on-road greenhouse gas emissions 50% below 2005 levels by 2030. According to TPB’s
Climate Mitigation Study, the region has to significantly reduce per capita vehicle miles
traveled to reach this goal, even with rapid vehicle electrification. Even for the more
moderate adopted regional COG and local Fairfax County, City of Alexandria and Prince
George’s County GHG reduction targets (that seek 50% reduction across all sectors),
these areas must reduce per capita light duty VMT by about 20% by 2030 from
pre-pandemic levels in addition to achieving 50% light duty EV sales by that time.

Highway widening projects — even with express toll lanes — contribute to induced
demand and higher VMT, as found in a review of the empirical research by the National

Center for Sustainable Transportation.



Addendum: CSG's October 2023 comment letter on VDOT's 1-495 Southside Express Lanes Study

11.

12.

CSG appreciates VDOT's consideration of pedestrian and and bicycle
infrastructure improvements along the 495 southside corridor — Improved
connectivity across and along 495, more connections between neighborhoods and
commercial areas, more direct and enhanced pedestrian and bicycle facilities to the Van
Dorn Metro station are needed. Note that further widening the footprint of 495 makes
challenging pedestrian connections under and over the roadway even longer, and dark,
noisy underpasses (such as at Van Dorn St) are often deterrents to pedestrians. We ask
that relevant community stakeholders and pedestrian and bicycle advocacy groups, and
local government pedestrian and bicycle coordinators be involved in developing and
evaluating alternatives.

Public won't get to comment on the detailed alternatives and their performance
until after VDOT's decision to pick an alternative - According to the schedule
presented, VDOT will make its decision on the project next summer and that will be the
next public involvement opportunity. That is simply too late. VDOT has provided far too
little information about their modeling and the performance data for the alternatives, and
has excluded worthwhile alternatives from consideration, as described above. VDOT
should both provide additional information during this current public comment period and
provide another round of engagement after more information is available on the
alternatives — doing so prior to narrowing their range of alternatives.

In conclusion, we ask that VDOT pause the 495 Express Lanes study to revise the Purpose
and Need; develop meaningful transit, TDM and transit-oriented land use alternatives; and allow
WMATA to complete its ongoing study.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment.

Stewart Schwartz Bill Pugh, AICP CTP
Executive Director Senior Policy Fellow
cc:

City of Alexandria Mayor and City Council, transportation staff, and state Delegates and
Senators

Fairfax County Board of Supervisors, transportation staff, and state Delegates and
Senators

Prince George’s County Executive, County Council, transportation staff, and state
Delegates and Senators

Todd Horsley, Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transit

Maryland Department of Transportation State Highway Administration

Sandra Jackson, Federal Highway Administration, representative to the National Capital
Region Transportation Planning Board



Laura Bachle

From: bcoufall0@aol.com

Sent: Monday, June 17, 2024 8:59 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Comment Letter for Thursday TPB Meeting
Attachments: TPB letter for Southside Lanes Vote in June.docx

Please find attached a letter to the members of the TPB regarding vote on Southside Express Lanes
this Thursday.

Thank you,
Barbara Coufal
Citizens Against Beltway Expansion



VIRGINIA
MARYLAND

June 17,2024

Transportation Planning Board

777 North Capitol St. NE

Washington, DC 20002-4239

Dear Chair Henderson and Transportation Planning Board Members:

| am writing with respect to Thursday’s vote on the Southside Express Lanes.

Allowing the Southside Lanes to move forward would break a promise to the public that rail
would one day extend over the Woodrow Wilson Bridge. The investment taxpayers made to
make the Bridge ready for rail would be wasted. Many communities in DC, Virginia and

Maryland would be denied efficient rail service.

For this and many other reasons, we urge you to remove the Southside Express Lanes from
Visualize 2050.

Sincerely,

Barbara Coufal, Chair
Citizens Against Beltway Expansion



Laura Bachle

From: B Ditzler <bditzler@gmail.com>

Sent: Sunday, June 16, 2024 10:50 AM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Public comments on VDOT's Southside proposal for 6/20 mtg.
Attachments: BD Comments for TPB mtg. 20June2024.docx

Attached please find my comments. | would appreciate confirmation that they have been received.

Brian Ditzler



Brian E. Ditzler

1225 Noyes Drive

Silver Spring, MD 20910
bditzler@gmail.com
June 16, 2024

Comments for TPB meeting on June 20, 2024, concerning VDOT’s request to include its
Southside Express Lanes Proposal in the Visualize 2050 plan

VDOT’s Southside Express Lanes proposal should be removed Visualize 2050 because it is a very
flawed proposal that would be especially detrimental to Prince George’s County and DC. The
many flaws of the proposal include:

It is not consistent with TPB’s goal to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and actually would
increase emissions because of increased traffic that would result on the widened highways
because of induced demand;

The private toll lanes would effectively block a future extension of Metro’s Blue Line over the
Woodrow Wilson Bridge which would serve many communities in MD, DC and VA more
effectively than toll lanes and also be more sustainable and equitable;

The Southside proposal would not resolve congestion but only shift a bottleneck from
Springfield, VA, to Oxon Hill in Prince George’s County where the proposed toll lanes would end
and traffic merges into general lanes.

The widened highway would increase traffic volumes on connecting roads and local streets,
undermining community efforts to transition local streets into more walkable, transit and
bicycle-friendly places.

VDOT'’s purpose and need statement on the project reflected a conclusions-first approach that
presumed extending an express lanes system was the best alternative and therefore promising
alternatives to road widening were not adequately studied. Viable alternatives include travel
demand management programs, and high-capacity transit with more transit-oriented
development and housing.

In summary, VDOT'’s Southside Express Lanes proposal would be a step backward in traffic
management especially when there are better, more sustainable and equitable alternatives
available. The proposal should be removed from Visualize 2050.



Laura Bachle

From: Rebekah Whilden <rebekah.whilden@sierraclub.org>
Sent: Monday, June 17, 2024 8:35 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Item 1 Public Comment Opportunity

Attachments: Remove Southside Project from Visualize 2050.pdf

Dear Chair Henderson and Members of the TPB,

We urge you to support the motion from Prince George’s County to remove the I-495 Southside Express Toll Lanes
project from Visualize 2050 and the list of project submissions to the air conformity analysis. Below is a summary of our
comments along with an attached letter from the three Sierra Club chapters in the DMV region.

e The Southside Project would move us further from reaching the Transportation Planning Board’s greenhouse gas
goals and would make it more challenging for the region to achieve compliance with the ozone National
Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS).

e The toll lanes would put the extension of Metrorail on the Woodrow Wilson Bridge at risk especially given that
large toll lane ramps may be built and then need to be removed or reconstructed for Metro extension.

e The Southside Project is a false solution for transit riders.The hundreds of millions of dollars used to expand the
Southern portion of the Beltway would be better used if it were all spent on increasing access to more
affordable public transit, bike, and pedestrian infrastructure and transportation demand management options.

e The project will shift traffic bottlenecks and fail to fix congestion.

Thank you for your consideration of these comments.

E S Rebekah Whilden
Senior National Campaign Advisor
Clean Transportation for All, Sierra Club
Charlotte, NC - land of the Sugaree and Catawba people
Pronouns: she, her, hers
Proudly Represented by Progressive Workers Union




SIERRA
CLUB

June 18, 2024

National Capital Region Transportation Planning Board
Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments

777 North Capitol Street NE, Suite 300

Washington, DC 20002

Re: Remove the 1-495 Southside Project from Visualize 2050

Dear Chair Henderson and Members of the TPB,

We urge you to support the motion from Prince George’s County to remove the 1-495 Southside
Express Toll Lanes project from Visualize 2050 and the list of project submissions to the air
conformity analysis. Please consider the following impacts the project will have on our
environment, health, and future.

Climate and Air Quality Impacts. The 2021 Climate Change Mitigation Study conducted by
the Transportation Planning Board (TPB) revealed that the Greater Washington, D.C. region
needs to achieve a 15-20% reduction in per capita driving (light-duty vehicle miles traveled)
below the 2030 baseline forecast, as outlined in the current transportation plan in order to
reduce transportation emissions 50% by 2030 relative to 2005 levels. The Southside Project
would increase vehicle miles traveled (VMT) and move us further from reaching the
Transportation Planning Board’s greenhouse gas goals. Additionally, the Washington D.C.
region is in non-attainment of the 2015 ozone National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS).
Ozone formation is traceable in significant part to emissions of nitrogen oxides (“NOx”), which
are released by the combustion of gasoline and diesel fuel in on-road vehicles. Increased
vehicle traffic from the Southside Project would make it more challenging for the region to
achieve compliance with these standards and would further burden communities living near the
Beltway with increased air, water, and noise pollution.

Future of Metrorail Risk. The toll lanes would put the extension of Metrorail on the Woodrow
Wilson Bridge at risk by taking space on the Wilson Bridge reserved for a future extension of
Metro's Blue Line. The Blue line extension would serve Rosslyn, Georgetown, downtown D.C.,
Navy Yard, Buzzard Point, St. Elizabeths, Forest Heights, Oxon Hill, National Harbor, and
Alexandria. It is highly unlikely that the right of way can truly be preserved for future Metro given
that the Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) has acknowledged that large toll lane



ramps may be built and then need to be removed or reconstructed for Metro extension.
Additionally, the toll lanes expansion as a public-private partnership (P3) agreement would
present further barriers to metro extension, especially given that most P3 models involve long
term arrangements. As stated by Prince George’s County Department of Public Works and
Transportation: “While on the surface it can be said that a rail option will not be precluded
practically speaking, once a P3 contract has been executed and toll lanes are in operation, the
conversion would be presented with new obstacles that will likely be insurmountable.”

The project will shift traffic bottlenecks and fail to fix congestion. It is well documented
that highway expansion is not a solution to traffic congestion due to induced demand.” It is very
likely that the Southside Express project would move the traffic bottleneck on the Beltway in
Virginia into Prince George’s County. VDOT has not studied the impacts of induced traffic from
the proposed project on 1-295, Route 210, Route 1, Telegraph and Van Dorn, and other roads.
Additionally this project would likely generate more traffic on local streets that would have a
negative impact on communities in the region.

The Southside Project is a false solution for transit riders. The Southside project is
categorized as a toll lanes project for Visualize 2050. Any promises for better bus service
appear to be more of an afterthought and not a guarantee. And, as stated above, the project
would harm transit by creating a major barrier to extending the Blue line of Metro. The hundreds
of millions of dollars used to expand the Southern portion of the Beltway that would harm local
communities with more pollution and traffic would be better used if it were all spent on
increasing access to more affordable public transit, bike, and pedestrian infrastructure and
transportation demand management options.

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Project from Visualize 2050. All Beltway and 1-270
toll lane expansions should be removed from the region’s long-range plan and the hundreds of
miles of additional highway expansion projects in the plan should be re-evaluated in light of our
climate goals. Better public transit, including the Blue line extension of Metro; transit-oriented
development; and Transportation Demand Management are solutions that will actually reduce
congestion while cutting climate pollution; improving public health; and increasing access to
jobs, education, and healthcare for residents across the region.

Sincerely,

Rebekah Whilden

Senior National Campaign Advisor, Sierra Club

! https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/'S0967070X18301720



Laura Bachle

From: Southlawn Citizens <southlawnca@gmail.com>

Sent: Monday, June 17, 2024 9:22 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Remove the Southside project from the 2050 Regional Transportation Plan
Attachments: Southlawn Itr Transportation Planning Board.pdf

Attached are comments from the residents of South Lawn regarding the 495 Toll Road Expansion. | have also enclosed a
pdf for the record.

The residents of South Lawn would like to request that the Transportation Planning Board vote to remove the
[-495 Southside Express toll lanes project proposed by the Virginia Department of Transportation from the
regional long range transportation plan, Visualize 2050.

This project would expand the Beltway from Springfield, Virginia to Oxon Hill, Maryland with toll lanes. This
would move the bottleneck on the Beltway from Virginia into Maryland and is expected to generate more
traffic onto local streets and in the neighborhoods. This project is inconsistent with the goals of the
Transportation Planning Board to reduce on-road greenhouse gas emissions 50 percent by 2030 and 80
percent by 2050. This plan would also increase air, water, and noise pollution, in our neighborhood, which is
located directly off 210, and on local Oxon Hill/Fort Washington and Forest Height roads adjacent to the
Beltway.

Currently, the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority is studying a plan to extend the Blue Line to
National Harbor, even though extension of the Yellow Line would probably be more cost effective, but | guess
Virginia does not want that. Rail riders would not have to go miles out of their way to get to the Oxon Hiil/Fort
Washington area and visitors would have faster and easier access to National Harbor. The Southside Express
toll lane expansion would impede these efforts by taking space reserved for Metrorail on the Woodrow Wilson
Bridge.

Please vote to remove the |-495 Southside Project from the regional transportation plan during the June 20th,
2024 meeting. In addition, we are also asking that you vote to remove all other segments of the Beltway and |-
270 from the plan and re-evaluate the 900 miles of highway expansion projects in order to meet our climate
goals. Instead of highway expansion, better public transit including the Blue Line (or Yellow line) extension of
metro, transit oriented development, and Transportation Demand Management are solutions that will actually
reduce congestion while cutting climate pollution, improve public health, and increase access to jobs,
education, and healthcare for residents across the region.

Sincerely,



Patricia Monroe
South Lawn Citizens Association

President



SOUTH LAWN CITIZENS ASSOCIATION

P.O BOX 11, Oxon Hill, MD, 20750
Southlawnca@gmail.com

National Capital Region Transportation Planning Board
777 North Capitol Street, NE
Washington, DC 20002

The residents of South Lawn would like to request that the Transportation Planning Board vote to remove the
[-495 Southside Express toll lanes project proposed by the Virginia Department of Transportation from the
regional long range transportation plan, Visualize 2050.

This project would expand the Beltway from Springfield, Virginia to Oxon Hill, Maryland with toll lanes. This
would move the bottleneck on the Beltway from Virginia into Maryland and is expected to generate more
traffic onto local streets and in the neighborhoods. This project is inconsistent with the goals of the
Transportation Planning Board to reduce on-road greenhouse gas emissions 50 percent by 2030 and 80
percent by 2050. This plan would also increase air, water, and noise pollution, in our neighborhood, which is
located directly off 210, and on local Oxon Hill/Fort Washington and Forest Height roads adjacent to the
Beltway.

Currently, the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority is studying a plan to extend the Blue Line to
National Harbor, even though extension of the Yellow Line would probably be more cost effective, but | guess
Virginia does not want that. Rail riders would not have to go miles out of their way to get to the Oxon Hiil/Fort
Washington area and visitors would have faster and easier access to National Harbor. The Southside Express
toll lane expansion would impede these efforts by taking space reserved for Metrorail on the Woodrow Wilson
Bridge.

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Project from the regional transportation plan during the June 20th,
2024 meeting. In addition, we are also asking that you vote to remove all other segments of the Beltway and I-
270 from the plan and re-evaluate the 900 miles of highway expansion projects in order to meet our climate
goals. Instead of highway expansion, better public transit including the Blue Line (or Yellow line) extension of
metro, transit oriented development, and Transportation Demand Management are solutions that will actually
reduce congestion while cutting climate pollution, improve public health, and increase access to jobs,
education, and healthcare for residents across the region.

Sincerely,

Patricia Monroe

South Lawn Citizens Association
President



Laura Bachle

From: George Aburn <tadaburn@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, June 18, 2024 6:15 AM

To: TPBcomment; Lyn Erickson; Jeffrey King

Cc: chenderson@dccouncil.gov; Kenny Boddye; tedernoga@co.pg.md.us; lvey, Jolene; Julie
Kimmel; William Washburn; James Wang

Subject: Item 1 Virtual Comment Opportnity

Attachments: TPB 06192024 Final Written TPB Comment Tad.pdf

Lyn - Please register me to provide virtual comments during the May 15, 2024 TPB meeting. | will not
be attending the meeting to provide in-person comments.

My comments are attached.

If you could please confirm receipt, and provide a response consistent with the TPB Public
Participation Plan and guidance, it would be greatly appreciated.

Thanks again for your help.
Tad Aburn

(443) 829-3652



Comments for the June 19, 2024 TPB Meeting
Tad Aburn’

tadaburn@amail.com
(443) 829-3652

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkhhhhhhhhhkkkkkhkkkkkkkx

Madame Chair, TPB members ... Thank you for the opportunity to provide virtual public
comment today.

Could you please use the language below (bold ltalics) in the MWCOG staff summary of
my comments:

“My comments today focus on the need for TPB to review and take action
on the recent meetings and recommendations by MWAQC and ACPAC that
directly link to future TPB actions. During the May 22, 2024 MWAQC
meeting there was a session and significant public comment on
environmental justice. The need for TPB to better address air pollution
related environmental justice issues came up routinely. The video
recording of the MWAQC meeting is posted on the MWAQC webpage.

ACPAC has forwarded two formal, written recommendations to CEEPC,
MWAQC and the MWCOG Board. One on climate change. The other on
environmental justice. Both of these recommendations push for much

more aggressive action at TPB.

The upcoming TPB actions that need to consider the recommendations
and recent discussions and public comment are the ongoing TPB effort to
adopt a TPB climate change/greenhouse gas emission reduction plan and
the final adoption of Envision 2050.”

Thank you again for providing the opportunity to provide public comment. The
courtesy of a response is requested.

" As background, my name is Tad Aburn. | have submitted comments at every TPB meeting since 11/22. | was a MD
resident for 68 years. | am now retired and doing volunteer work for overburdened communities in PG County and
DC. | am also a member of the DC EJ Coalition. | was the Chair of MWAQC TAC multiple times. | was an MWAQC
member for over 15 years. For almost 20 years | was the Director of the air pollution program in Maryland. | worked
for MDE for 40 years. | was a two-term President and long-time SIP policy Committee Chair with the NACAA.






Laura Bachle

From: Mary Ellen Tokar <mtokar@mtbma.org>
Sent: Tuesday, June 18, 2024 9:57 AM

To: TPBcomment

Cc: Michael Sakata; Laura Bachle; Lyn Erickson
Subject: Item 1 Public Comment Opportunity
Attachments: 2024-06-20 MTBMA Written Statement.pdf

Good morning!

Please see attached for MTBMA’s comment for the June 20" TPB meeting.
Best,

Mary Ellen Tokar
Workforce Solutions Coordinator
Maryland Transportation Builders & Materials Association

mtokar@mtbma.org

Member Exclusive Event
NO COST TO MD Transportation
i PARTICIPATE Symposium Tour
Maryland’s premisre opportunity
to meet with Industry Registration & Sponsorship OPEN *

professionals and leadership
from SHA districts, MTA, MDTA,

MPA, BEDOT, and neighbering June 26 | SHA D1 & D2 | Cambridge
= county DOTs. July 11 | SHA D6 & D7 | Union Bridge
D-'*wf‘:'-';;-:_ﬂ'ﬂ-' ';-f” FM*:: on July 25 | SHA D3 & D5 | Odanton
W S, Aug 7 | SHA D4 + BCDOT | Parkton

Aug 20 | MTA + MPA + MDTA | Halethorpe
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BUILDERS AND MATERIALS ASSOCIATION

June 20, 2024

Hon. Christina Henderson, Chair

National Capital Transportation Planning Board (TPB)
Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments
777 North Capitol Street NE, Suite 300

Washington, DC 20002

RE: 2050 Air Quality Conformity Analysis & Southside Express Lanes
Dear Chair Henderson and Members of the Transportation Planning Board:

Established in 1932, the Maryland Transportation Builders & Materials Association (MTBMA) serves as the voice for
Maryland's transportation, construction, and materials industries. With over 200 members across a multitude of sectors,
we advocate for the interests of over 30,000 regional employees. Amidst historic elections, significant transformations,
and system improvements, we have represented the interests of the transportation industry, and will continue to do so.
We prioritize working with regulatory agencies & governing bodies to advocate for adequate state & federal funding,
while promoting greater regional collaboration to improve Maryland’s multimodal transportation system.

We believe it is imperative to continue studying a wide range of long-term, multimodal solutions to address some of our
area’s most severe traffic choke points, including those that could improve access to jobs in Prince George's County,
provide new revenue streams, add new transit services in the near term, and help support the long-term economic
vitality of the National Capital region. That is why we respectfully urge you to include the Southside Express Lanes
project submitted by Virginia in TPB'’s Visualize 2050’s Air Quality Conformity Analysis.

This project offers the potential to add new transit connections in years -- not decades — utilizing existing transit
infrastructure on the Wilson Bridge. It will serve residents in Equity Focus Areas and those living or working between
the 1-95 corridor in Virginia and National Harbor in Maryland. Given that regional transit agencies lack immediate or
long-term plans to fund or build rail transit in this corridor, it is sensible to explore short-term bus transit options. These
could enhance transit access and create new revenue streams to fund these improvements in the interim. Studying
these options does not diminish the feasibility of a future rail connection; rather, it allows for informed decision-making
later down the line.

As transportation industry leaders, MTBMA members design, build, and maintain transportation infrastructure across
all modes in our region. Like everyone else, we rely on our region’s aging & overcrowded transportation facilities to
move people, goods, and services daily. Including this project in the region’s Air Quality Conformity Analysis allows
Virginia to advance the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) study that is already underway and maintain eligibility
for federal funding. This step is crucial to properly assess the potential benefits for residents of Prince George’s County
and the broader region, helping us determine if pursuing these improvements is worthwhile.

Should local leaders determine, based on information gathered, that the project should not move forward, there will be
ample opportunities to make that decision in the future or consider other options. However, we should allow this analysis
to proceed to ensure all decisions are well-informed.

For these reasons, we request that you include this important project in the Air Quality Conformity Analysis for Visualize
2050.

Thank you,

sident and CEQ
Maryland Transportation Builders and Materials Association



Laura Bachle

From: Bee Ditzler <bee.ditzler@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, June 14, 2024 11:28 AM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: 6.20 meeting comment from LWVMD
Attachments: 6.20.2024 TPB comments.pdf

Hello,

Please find attached the comments of League of Women Voters of Maryland for the June
20 meeting. We oppose the inclusion of 1-95 /1495 Southside Express Lanes project into
the Visualize 2050 Plan.

Thank you,

On behalf of LWVMD



LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS'

| A | ‘\
v N LS

TESTIMONY TO THE TRANSPORTATION PLANNING BOARD,
[-95/1-495 SOUTHSIDE EXPRESS LANES PROJECT, VISUALIZE 2050 PLAN

POSITION: Comments
BY: Linda Kohn, LWVMD President
Date: June 6, 2024

The League of Women Voters of Maryland (LWVMD) appreciates that the
Transportation Planning Board (TPB) has asked for comments for the 1-95/1-495
Southside Express Lanes Project in the Visualize 2050 Plan. We believe the removal of
this Project from the Plan is appropriate.

LWVMD believes that this Project should be completely removed from the Plan because
of three main reasons:

1. Converting an infrastructure that was designed for rail to roads is not only a
backwards thinking decision considering the climate crisis we are facing, but also
not a realistic option.

2. It would just move a bottleneck of traffic from the Virginia side of the bridge to the
Maryland side of the bridge.

3. By increasing 1-495 lanes, it would also increase traffic on roads such as
Telegraph Road, Van Dorn Street, Route #295, and Maryland Route #210.

LWVMD urges the complete removal of 1-95/1-495 Southside Express Lanes Project in
the Visualize 2050 Plan.

121 Cathedral Street, Suite 2B, Annapolis, MD 21401
410-269-0232 * info@Iwvmd.org * www.lwvmd.org



Laura Bachle

From: Jason Stanford <jason@nvta.org>

Sent: Tuesday, June 18, 2024 10:52 AM

To: TPBcomment

Cc: Laura Bachle; Lyn Erickson; Kanti Srikanth

Subject: Item 1 Public Comment Opportunity - DC Area Business Community Support for the
Southside Express Lanes

Attachments: 24 SEL Business Community Letter FINAL.pdf

Laura,

Please find attached a letter of support for the Southside Express Lanes project from Virginia, DC, and Maryland business
community organizations. Thank you for your time and consideration of this important matter.

Sincerely,

Jason Stanford

SALLIANCE
Jason Stanford
President
P.O. Box 6149
McLean, VA 22106-6149
Office: 703-883-1830
Mobile: 650-200-6375
www.NVTA.org



June 18, 2024

The Honorable Christina Henderson, Chair

National Capital Region Transportation Planning Board
Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments
777 North Capitol Street NE, Suite 300

Washington, DC 20002-4239

RE: 2050 Air Quality Conformity Analysis & Southside Express Lanes
Dear Chair Henderson:

As representatives of the vast majority of private and nonprofit employers across the Greater
Washington region, we are writing to share our strong support for inclusion of the Southside
Express Lanes project submitted by Virginia for Visualize 2050’s Air Quality Conformity Analysis.

While we believe this project represents a tremendous opportunity to relieve congestion, improve
access to jobs and opportunities, and invest in our region’s transit system, we are deeply
concerned by the weaponization of the region’s Air Quality Conformity process to halt potential
projects before a fair evaluation can be completed.

The Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) is required by the National Environmental Policy
Act (NEPA) to demonstrate that our region will still meet Air Quality Conformity once this project is
completed. As the region’s designated Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO), the
Transportation Planning Board (TPB) is responsible for conducting this analysis. Including the
Southside Express Lanes on the TPB'’s list of projects DOES NOT approve the project for
construction. It simply allows VDOT to complete the NEPA process.

In a letter to Prince George’s County dated June 13, 2024, VDOT confirms, “The Commonwealth
cannot and will not advance this project to implementation without the support of Prince George’s
County and the region.” In other words, if the final evaluation of this project does not produce
sufficient community benefits to earn support from Prince George’s County and the region, VDOT
has agreed not to move forward.

However, blocking a project from the TPB’s Air Quality Conformity Analysis is neither the right time
nor the right venue to make that determination. Refusing to even evaluate the air quality impacts of
a potential project sets a dangerous precedent for future transportation projects and undermines
the regional collaboration that the Transportation Planning Board is supposed to foster for our
community.

Our region’s economy is strongest when we work together. We urge you to consider this in your
evaluation and allow for the inclusion of this project in the region’s Air Quality Conformity Analysis.

Thank you for your time and consideration of this important matter.

Sincerely,

Arlington
Chamber
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Laura Bachle

From: John Undeland <jundeland@gmail.com>

Sent: Friday, June 14, 2024 1:22 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Include Southside Beltway Improvements in Long-Range Transportation Plan

Dear Chair Henderson, Vice Chair Walkinshaw, Second Vice Chair Harris and Other Members of the National Capital
Region Transportation Members:

Please include the 495 Southside Beltway Improvements - including the segment extending into Prince George's County
- in the region’s Long-Range Transportation Plan. The project will reduce trip times for all travelers, while providing
much-needed funding for transit service in Prince George’s County and elsewhere in our region.

In the wake of the pandemic, increased transit funding has never been more vital to our region. The 2023 Transportation
Planning Board State of the Commute report showed the share of weekly transit trips declined drastically: 24.1% in 2019
to 7.8% in 2022. While transit’s share has improved since 2022, it remains well below pre-pandemic levels and major
infusions of revenue are necessary to help prevent a freefall in the viability of our transit systems. More proof of the
pandemic's persistent long shadow was witnessed this week when Coach USA (which operates Dillon commuter buses in
Maryland) declared bankruptcy due to drastically lower ridership: 2023 ridership is 43% below 2019 ridership, according
to news reports.

Major infusions of transit revenue have been a core element of every Express Lane project in the region since the initial
Beltway lanes opened in Virginia in 2012. The same will be true with the Southside Beltway Improvements.

Moreover, given the Maryland Department of Transportation's well-documented major funding challenges (a $3.3B
funding shortfall in the six-year plan was announced in December 2023, and while a modicum of additional funding was
provided in the 2024 recent General Assembly session, a major deficit remains), passing up this impactful source of
transit funding would be an enormous missed opportunity.

What's more, of course, Express Lanes themselves make transit viable by providing the same time savings that benefit
toll payers at no cost to transit providers or riders. With regard to the Southside Beltway Improvements, one can
envision the establishment of regular bus service using the Express Lanes to connect activity centers in Oxon Hill and
National Harbor in Maryland with those in the City of Alexandria and Springfield in Virginia.

Transit across the Wilson Bridge has been planned since at least the early 1990s and the crossing's lanes originally
intended for this purpose have laid fallow since the crossing was completed in 2008.

Additionally, Express Lanes also promote ridesharing, again providing major time savings at no cost to carpoolers. As
with transit, the need for increased carpooling has never been more important: The 2023 State of the Commute also
showed the pandemic's pervasive impact with the share of carpool trips dropping unprecedentedly from 4.6% in 2019 to
1.7% in 2022.

Last but not least, the major time savings and quality of life benefits that Express Lanes provide to the majority of our
region's residents who drive solo should not be undervalued. Experience has shown faster trips accrue not only to those
who pay tolls to use the Express Lanes but also (albeit less profoundly) to travelers in the General Purpose Lanes.

The Southside Beltway Improvements present an outstanding opportunity to dedicate additional funding to transit,
promote carpooling, and in general get our region moving again. Please vote to include the project in air quality
modeling that will inform our region's Long-Range Transportation Plan. Thank you very much for your consideration.

John Undeland



McLean, VA



Laura Bachle

From: Mark Scheufler <scheufler@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, June 18, 2024 10:29 AM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Item 1 Public Comment Opportunity

Please consider the follow comments to Item 7 in the June 2024 Transportation Planning Board Meeting Agenda

Recommend denial of Resolution R13-2024 (Inclusion of 1-95/1-495 Southside Express Lanes
Project in the Air Quality Conformity Analysis of Visualize 2050 and the FY 2026-2029 TIP) for
the following reasons:

1. Itis unclear at this time if Maryland/Prince George’s County will sign or support a

concessionaire agreement for this project.

2. A better cost-effective “interim” solution is to just paint in auxiliary lanes between
US1 and MD210 in the "THRU lanes" on the WWB.

3. Suburb to suburb express bus transit is unlikely to be sustainable due to the large

amount of free parking at each location. Omniride just cancelled the state supported
Woodbridge to Tysons route due to low ridership.

Detailed Comments

Recommend denial of Resolution R13-2024 (Inclusion of I-95/1-495 Southside Express Lanes Project in the Air Quality
Conformity Analysis of Visualize 2050 and the FY 2026-2029 TIP) for the following reasons:

1. Itis unclear at this time if Maryland/Prince George’s County will sign or support a concessionaire agreement for this
project. Prince George’s County will bear most of the “costs” for this project via high peak direction tolls and major
congestion at the terminus of the project.

2. Asimple very cheap “interim” solution to resolve the major congestion issues in the corridor while maintaining
government control is for VDOT and MDOT to just paint in auxiliary lanes between US1 and MD210 in the "THRU lanes"
on the WWB and also limit access from US1 S to I-495E "LOCAL lanes" during high volume periods to eliminate a poorly
designed merge area in the corridor.

3. Unfortunately, Suburb to Suburb express bus transit as proposed in the DRPT study will not be successful due to
the massive amount of free convenient parking and associated car infrastructure at each location.

a.  Omniride just cancelled the state supported Woodbridge to Tysons route due to low ridership. | cannot
think of a more ideal Suburb to Suburb Express Lanes route than this one.

b.  The current Omniride Manassas to Reston route via the 1-66 Express Lanes is by far the worst
performing Express Lanes route with 7 total riders per day across 10 trips.

c.  Fairfax County does not even publicly release the performance of their Suburb to Suburb Express Lane
routes.

But, if the proposed VDOT project moves forward we will just get wider roads = more cars = more severe congestion and
just lead to pressure for more unsustainable suburban sprawl in the region. We need a structural change in our
1



transportation/land use planning and eliminating this project from the air quality conformity analysis is a good place to
start.

Individual/CAC Member
Mark Scheufler
Manassas, VA 20111
scheufler@gmail.com




Laura Bachle

From: Adam Paul <apumich@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, June 18, 2024 10:55 AM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Public Comment for June 20th Item 7 [-495 Southside express laine

Hello Transportation Planning Board,

| am writing in opposition to the use of reserved median space on the Woodrow Wilson Bridge for auto travel. This
bridge median was originally built to support rail transit, and is critical to WMATA's long-term Blue line plans to extend
Metro from Alexandria to National Harbor.

Building additional auto lanes in this space would most likely prevent future investment in building this portion of the
metro network.

While statements in the proposal say that the TPB would remain open to Metro efforts in the future, building these
additional lanes today sends a clear signal that TPB is making any future project more difficult.

| encourage TPB to abandon its plans for additional express lanes. Instead, it should collaborate with WMATA to
accelerate the expansion of Metro, which the proposal says the board supports.

Sincerely,
Adam Paul
5333 Chillum PI NE, Washington, DC 20011



Laura Bachle

From: Bill Pugh <bill@smartergrowth.net>
Sent: Tuesday, June 18, 2024 11:59 AM
To: TPBcomment

Cc: Stewart Schwartz

Subject: Item 1 Public Comment Opportunity

Dear Chair Henderson and TPB board members,

The Coalition for Smarter Growth remains disappointed that VDOT’s 495 Southside study has been biased in
favor of widening with toll lanes.

VDOT has failed to consider a bus and HOV lane and travel demand management short-term solution that
could utilize available right-of-way.

And VDOT has completely ignored the longer-term transit and transit-oriented development solution for the
corridor, which would address the jobs-housing imbalance and economic divide.

CSG remains concerned that future Metrorail is not being protected, as VDOT’s June 13 letter made clear that
key issues would be subject to future secret negotiations between the Commonwealth and a private
concessionnaire.

A possible proposal by TPB members to model two scenarios — with and without VDOT’s 495 Southside
widening with toll lanes — would fail to model alternative solutions and simply reinforce the bias of VDOT'’s
study to date.

Any alternative conformity scenarios must model multiple build alternatives for 495 Southside including a bus
and HOV lane with TDM measures, and a Metrorail and expanded transit-oriented development scenario.

We still think TPB and the region are best keeping the premature 495 Southside project out of Visualize 2050.

Thank you,

Bill Pugh, AICP CTP | Senior Policy Fellow
Coalition for Smarter Growth
www.smartergrowth.net | @betterDCregion
bill@smartergrowth.net

(202) 821-3226




Laura Bachle

From: Casey Clements <caseyclements13@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, June 18, 2024 12:00 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Public Comment on June 20th Item 7

Hello!

| am writing in opposition to the use of the reserved median space on the Woodrow Wilson Bridge for auto travel.

As a life-time DMV resident, | love the Metro as much as | love living here, which is a lot. It is an integral part of living in
the area for me and being able to travel to and from work, concerts, spending time with family and friends, and other
special events. Exploring the DMV, especially the National Harbor area, is one of my favorite past times, and limiting the
ways | can get around the city would deeply, deeply sadden me.

As the bridge median was originally built to support rail transit, replacing it with auto lanes would decimate WMATA's
plan on creating the blue loop/bloop, limiting a huge number of DMV's residents (many of which who do not use a car
on the daily https://ggwash.org/view/86455/how-much-does-dc-drive) to do crucial things like get to work, attend
important appointments, etc. But also, it would limit their ability to get out and participate in all of the amazing events
the DMV has to offer. This also impacts the financials of the city. Less people in and around the area means less money
being pumped back into the area to improve it even more.

For these reasons, | oppose the use of the reserved median space on the Woodrow Wilson Bridge for auto travel.

Thank you!
Casey



Rafaele Vigilante

Thank you for working towards improving transportation across the region. | want to voice my support for transit
oreitned projects which will help relive congestion and reduce car dependency in the region. Project such as the
southern Maryland Rapid Transit project should be included in the 2050 plan. | firmly oppose giving away access
-eserved for transit on the Woodrow Wilson Bridge to toll operators. This does not help reduce car dependency in
:his region, and provides unequal access to high quality transportation options based on income. Please work to
-educe car dependency in this region.

Matthes Priester
Hello, v

| am writing in opposition to the use of the reserved median space on the Woodrow Wilson bridge for auto travel.
As the bridge median was originally built to support rail transit, and is a critical component of WMATA's long range
blue line plans to extend metro from Alexandria to National Harbor, it is necessary to preserve this key right of
way. Should auto lanes be built here it would undoubtedly preclude any further investment in building a metro
network that can adequately serve our region.

Kind regards.

Thomas Rausch

I'm writing in opposition to the use of the reserved median space on the Woodrow Wilson bridge for car
travel. As the bridge median was originally built to support rail transit, and is a critical component of
WMATA's long range blue line plans to extend metro from Alexandria to National Harbor, it is necessary
preserve this key right of way. Should car lanes be build here, it would undoubtedly preclude any future
investment in building a metro network that can adequately serve our region. While Toll/HOV Lanes
may decrease travel times for some drivers, high-capacity transit (like WMATA'’s blue line extension)
does a better job at both decreasing trip times and increases the capacity of the bridge.

Brian Thomas

I am writing in opposition to the use of the reserved median space on the Woodrow Wilson Bridge for
auto travel. As the bridge median was originally built to support rail transit, and is a critical component
of WMATA's plan to extend the Blue Line and provide a connection between Alexandria and National
Harbor, it is vital that this right-of-way. The construction of further lanes for auto use would directly
hamper future investment in the development of our region's metro network and forever prevent the
construction of a connection between Alexandria and National Harbor.

The 1-95/1-495 Southside Express Lanes Project would directly stymie the development of DC's metro
system, forcing more people to rely on cars. This would thereby increase long-term costs for individuals
and families to move throughout the region, harm economic growth, and increase emissions as more
road capacity would incentivize high traffic volumes.

Victoria Waskowicz

Toll lanes that negate realistic possibility of non-car transit connectivity across the Wilson Bridge are bad
for everyone except for those who financially benefit from toll lanes and their construction. Please do
not approve this. WMATA is not perfect by any means, but | will note that non-car transit agencies have
been systematically hobbled for more than a century now. | am sure there are powerful voices



advocating for the toll roads, and saying it won’t preclude a rail line. This stretches the truth beyond
recognition, and if the TBP is making this decision responsibly, they will not approve tolls lanes that for
all intents and purposes lock out anything but car lanes on this bridge. Thanks.

Jessica Pryor

I’'m writing in opposition to the use of reserved median space on the Woodrow Wilson bridge for auto
travel. The bridge space was originally designed to support rail travel and should be used for this
purpose. Use of this bridge is crucial for wmta’s long term plans for a blue line. Should auto lanes be
built, it would preclude any rail use of the bridge. More auto traffic into dc is not the solution for transit
issues in the metro area.

Brendan Kibala

As a DC resident and Georgetown student who utilizes public transit (and does not own a car), | would
encourage the board to prioritize the use of the Woodrow Wilson Bridge for future Metro expansion as
opposed to the addition of vehicle express lanes. The DMV experiences so much vehicular congestion
that could be decreased with improved public transit. The possibility of a Blue line expansion would be
huge for the area and Georgetown residents. We are also experiencing a climate crisis that must be
addressed through such policies as expansion of and improvement to public transit. Please consider this
as we work to make DC more livable for everyone.

Gregory Bricker

| am writing in opposition to the use of the reserved median space of the Woodrow Wilson bridge to be
used for express lanes for auto travel. This space was built for future metro expansion and would be
better suited to provide more access to WMATA services. There are many benefits to preserving this
space for future rail use to connect Alexandria to the National Harbor, and any expansions for cars will
severely limit future expansions to metro, something that is needed as communities in these areas
continue to grow.

Morgan Handley

| oppose the expansion of car traffic lanes on 495 to add express lanes, which would take the space built
specifically for future WMATA metro expansion. It does NOT promote the goals of equity, safety, and
susftainability to continue expanding car traffic at the direct expense of transit. This space should be
reserved for expansion of the Metro, such as the proposed blue line loop which would add much
needed connectivity for the region. Adding more lanes never makes congresion better, adding lanes to
495 would not make travel better. Metro expansion WOULD improve mobility for the region and
promote equity, safety, and sustainability.



Rafaele Vigilante

Thank you for working towards improving transportation across the region. | want to voice my support for transit
oreitned projects which will help relive congestion and reduce car dependency in the region. Project such as the
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system, forcing more people to rely on cars. This would thereby increase long-term costs for individuals
and families to move throughout the region, harm economic growth, and increase emissions as more
road capacity would incentivize high traffic volumes.
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Toll lanes that negate realistic possibility of non-car transit connectivity across the Wilson Bridge are bad
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advocating for the toll roads, and saying it won’t preclude a rail line. This stretches the truth beyond
recognition, and if the TBP is making this decision responsibly, they will not approve tolls lanes that for
all intents and purposes lock out anything but car lanes on this bridge. Thanks.

Jessica Pryor

I’'m writing in opposition to the use of reserved median space on the Woodrow Wilson bridge for auto
travel. The bridge space was originally designed to support rail travel and should be used for this
purpose. Use of this bridge is crucial for wmta’s long term plans for a blue line. Should auto lanes be
built, it would preclude any rail use of the bridge. More auto traffic into dc is not the solution for transit
issues in the metro area.

Brendan Kibala

As a DC resident and Georgetown student who utilizes public transit (and does not own a car), | would
encourage the board to prioritize the use of the Woodrow Wilson Bridge for future Metro expansion as
opposed to the addition of vehicle express lanes. The DMV experiences so much vehicular congestion
that could be decreased with improved public transit. The possibility of a Blue line expansion would be
huge for the area and Georgetown residents. We are also experiencing a climate crisis that must be
addressed through such policies as expansion of and improvement to public transit. Please consider this
as we work to make DC more livable for everyone.

Gregory Bricker

| am writing in opposition to the use of the reserved median space of the Woodrow Wilson bridge to be
used for express lanes for auto travel. This space was built for future metro expansion and would be
better suited to provide more access to WMATA services. There are many benefits to preserving this
space for future rail use to connect Alexandria to the National Harbor, and any expansions for cars will
severely limit future expansions to metro, something that is needed as communities in these areas
continue to grow.

Morgan Handley

| oppose the expansion of car traffic lanes on 495 to add express lanes, which would take the space built
specifically for future WMATA metro expansion. It does NOT promote the goals of equity, safety, and
susftainability to continue expanding car traffic at the direct expense of transit. This space should be
reserved for expansion of the Metro, such as the proposed blue line loop which would add much
needed connectivity for the region. Adding more lanes never makes congresion better, adding lanes to
495 would not make travel better. Metro expansion WOULD improve mobility for the region and
promote equity, safety, and sustainability.



Laura Bachle

From: janeplyons@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Jane Lyons-Raeder
<janeplyons@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Tuesday, May 14, 2024 4:26 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Please fix the region’s long-range transportation plan before it's too late

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

This region’s local elected official representatives on the Transportation Planning Board (TPB)
voted overwhelmingly for resolutions to fight climate change, promote equity, improve street
safety, foster more walkable and transit-oriented communities, and do a major overhaul of the
regional transportation plan, Visualize 2050, to support these goals (See TPB R19-2021).

Public comments in March and in prior outreach have been overwhelmingly in favor of these
goals and opposed to highway expansion. The comments are consistent with TPB’s scientific
Voices of the Region survey, which showed that 84% of the region’s residents want elected
officials to consider climate change when planning transportation.

However, the draft plan of projects that will be voted on this month by the TPB board would
fail to address the goals in any serious way. Therefore, | join others in recommending removal
of the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes widening, Maryland 1-495/270 widening, and other
wasteful highway and arterial expansion projects that threaten our climate and other goals.
And instead prioritizing investments that support walkable, transit-friendly and inclusive
communities.

This Visualize 2050 plan will be the last that can make a difference in helping the region meet
its 2030 climate change goals. We appreciate the changes that some jurisdictions have made,
but more are needed. Please follow through on this board’s commitments.

If no changes are made to the list of projects, | urge you, through your jurisdiction’s
representative on the TPB, to reject the entire draft project list and ask TPB staff to prepare a
new plan with a smart growth alternative scenario that will help the region meet its urgent
climate and equity goals.

Sincerely,
Ms. Jane Lyons-Raeder
1400 E West Hwy Silver Spring, MD 20910-3230 janeplyons@gmail.com



Laura Bachle

From: papetro@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Pat Petro
<papetro@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Wednesday, May 15, 2024 1:03 AM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Please fix the region’s long-range transportation plan before it's too late

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

This region’s local elected official representatives on the Transportation Planning Board (TPB)
voted overwhelmingly for resolutions to fight climate change, promote equity, improve street
safety, foster more walkable and transit-oriented communities, and do a major overhaul of the
regional transportation plan, Visualize 2050, to support these goals (See TPB R19-2021).

Public comments in March and in prior outreach have been overwhelmingly in favor of these
goals and opposed to highway expansion. The comments are consistent with TPB’s scientific
Voices of the Region survey, which showed that 84% of the region’s residents want elected
officials to consider climate change when planning transportation.

However, the draft plan of projects that will be voted on this month by the TPB board would
fail to address the goals in any serious way. Therefore, | join others in recommending removal
of the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes widening, Maryland 1-495/270 widening, and other
wasteful highway and arterial expansion projects that threaten our climate and other goals.
And instead prioritizing investments that support walkable, transit-friendly and inclusive
communities.

This Visualize 2050 plan will be the last that can make a difference in helping the region meet
its 2030 climate change goals. We appreciate the changes that some jurisdictions have made,
but more are needed. Please follow through on this board’s commitments.

If no changes are made to the list of projects, | urge you, through your jurisdiction’s
representative on the TPB, to reject the entire draft project list and ask TPB staff to prepare a
new plan with a smart growth alternative scenario that will help the region meet its urgent
climate and equity goals.

Sincerely,
Ms. Pat Petro
6237 18th Rd N Arlington, VA 22205-2019 papetro@gmail.com



Laura Bachle

From: Alex Adams <alexeadams298@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, June 18, 2024 11:20 AM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Public Comment on June 20th Item 7 (I-495 Southside Express Lanes Project)
Hi,

| hope this email finds you well. | am writing in opposition to the use of the reserved median space on the Woodrow
Wilson Bridge for auto travel. As the median was originally intended to support rail transit and is a critical component of
WMATA's plans for the blue line to extend metro access from Alexandria to the National Harbor, it is absolutely
necessary to preserve this right of way.

In the event that car lanes be built there, it would undoubtedly deter any future investment for building a more inclusive
Metro network and have negative long term effects to the effectiveness of the Metro's ability to serve our region and
communities.

As someone who relies on public transit as a means of transportation, and believes in the importance of investing in
transit means that can move the largest amounts of people in the most efficient way possible, the proposition that this
area be used for car transit is devastating.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Best,
Alex Adams, D.C. Resident



Laura Bachle

From: isoarch@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Edwin Agudelo
<isoarch@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Tuesday, June 18, 2024 11:01 AM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s flawed proposal to widen 1-495 from Springfield
to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the promised future
Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto connecting streets in
Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

The agency’s 495 Southside Express Lanes study also failed to examine a comprehensive
alternative combining transit, transit-oriented development, and travel demand management.
VDOT is ignoring our region’s transit-oriented development and climate change goals. VDOT
also has failed to thoroughly examine feasible near-term solutions to use available right-of-
way for an express bus and HOV lane.

Please reject this current proposal and demand that VDOT fix its study by evaluating more
effective alternatives consistent with our region’s vision for transit-friendly, sustainable
communities. For now, this project is not ready for our regional transportation plan and should
be kept out.

Sincerely,
Mr Edwin Agudelo
2309 Glasgow Rd Alexandria, VA 22307-1821 isoarch@msn.com



Laura Bachle

From: Folahan Akinyemi <folly709@gmail.com>

Sent: Monday, June 17, 2024 9:21 AM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Public Comment in re 6.20.24 Item 7 1-495 Southside Express Lanes

Transportation Planning Board members:

| am writing to oppose the inclusion of a project in your "Visualize" master plan that uses space on the Woodrow Wilson
Bridge reserved for future transit to add toll lanes instead. It is implausible that a tolling company would give up
revenue-generating space for heavy rail transit without significant payments that would substantially increase the cost
of a WMATA Blue Line Loop. Moreover, VDOT's concept documentation shows a rosy prediction of the engineering
constraints for adding Metrorail within the limited width of any HOT lanes that would be built.

Please do not accept these concept renderings as viable and ask VDOT to invest in a more comprehensive study of
alternatives, including direct transit investments and tolling of existing vehicle lanes to relieve congestion. Our region

needs to make it easier to move around without a car, and not easier to drive places.

Thank you for your consideration



Laura Bachle

From: folly709@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Folahan Akinyemi <folly709
@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Monday, June 17, 2024 9:22 AM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s flawed proposal to widen 1-495 from Springfield
to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the promised future
Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto connecting streets in
Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

The agency’s 495 Southside Express Lanes study also failed to examine a comprehensive
alternative combining transit, transit-oriented development, and travel demand management.
VDOT is ignoring our region’s transit-oriented development and climate change goals. VDOT
also has failed to thoroughly examine feasible near-term solutions to use available right-of-
way for an express bus and HOV lane.

Please reject this current proposal and demand that VDOT fix its study by evaluating more
effective alternatives consistent with our region’s vision for transit-friendly, sustainable
communities. For now, this project is not ready for our regional transportation plan and should
be kept out.

Sincerely,
Mr. Folahan Akinyemi
1724 17th St NW Washington, DC 20009-2456 folly709@gmail.com



Laura Bachle

From: baigayati8@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Baik Rika Ayati <baigayati8
@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Monday, June 17, 2024 8:17 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s flawed proposal to widen 1-495 from Springfield
to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the promised future
Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto connecting streets in
Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

The agency’s 495 Southside Express Lanes study also failed to examine a comprehensive
alternative combining transit, transit-oriented development, and travel demand management.
VDOT is ignoring our region’s transit-oriented development and climate change goals. VDOT
also has failed to thoroughly examine feasible near-term solutions to use available right-of-
way for an express bus and HOV lane.

Please reject this current proposal and demand that VDOT fix its study by evaluating more
effective alternatives consistent with our region’s vision for transit-friendly, sustainable
communities. For now, this project is not ready for our regional transportation plan and should
be kept out.

Sincerely,
Ms. Baik Rika Ayati
2003 Marthas Rd Alexandria, VA 22307-1954 baigayati8@gmail.com



Laura Bachle

From: Kerri Albright (kerri.albright@comcast.net) Sent You a Personal Message
<kwautomail@phone2action.com>

Sent: Monday, June 17, 2024 5:50 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Remove the Southside Express Lanes Widening Project from Visualize 2050

Dear Transportation Planning Board,

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Express toll lanes project proposed by the Virginia
Department of Transportation from the regional long range transportation plan, Visualize
2050.

This project would expand the Beltway from Springfield, Virginia to Oxon Hill, Maryland with
toll lanes. This would move the bottleneck on the Beltway from Virginia into Maryland and is
expected to generate more traffic that will feed into local streets. This project is inconsistent
with the goals of the Transportation Planning Board to reduce on-road greenhouse gas
emissions 50 percent by 2030 and 80 percent by 2050. It would also increase air, water, and
noise pollution, including on local Oxon Hill roads adjacent to the Beltway.

Currently, the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority is studying a plan to extend the
Blue Line to National Harbor. The Southside Express toll lane expansion would impede these
efforts by taking space reserved for Metrorail on the Woodrow Wilson Bridge.

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Project from the regional transportation plan
during the June 20 meeting. Additionally, vote to remove all other segments of the Beltway
and I-270 from the plan and re-evaluate the 900 miles of highway expansion projects in light of
our climate goals. Instead of highway expansion, better public transit including the Blue line
extension of metro, transit oriented development, and Transportation Demand Management
are solutions that will actually reduce congestion while cutting climate pollution, improving
public health, and increasing access to jobs, education, and healthcare for residents across the
region.

Sincerely,

Kerri Albright

1004 Azalea Drive
Rockville, MD 20850
kerri.albright@comcast.net



(240) 426-3940

This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual
associated with Sierra Club. If you need more information, please contact Member Care at
Sierra Club at member.care@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5673.



Laura Bachle

From: Jim Albright (jimalbright1985@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
<kwautomail@phone2action.com>

Sent: Tuesday, June 18, 2024 6:47 AM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Remove the Southside Express Lanes Widening Project from Visualize 2050

Dear Transportation Planning Board,

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Express toll lanes project proposed by the Virginia
Department of Transportation from the regional long range transportation plan, Visualize
2050.

This project would expand the Beltway from Springfield, Virginia to Oxon Hill, Maryland with
toll lanes. This would move the bottleneck on the Beltway from Virginia into Maryland and is
expected to generate more traffic that will feed into local streets. This project is inconsistent
with the goals of the Transportation Planning Board to reduce on-road greenhouse gas
emissions 50 percent by 2030 and 80 percent by 2050. It would also increase air, water, and
noise pollution, including on local Oxon Hill roads adjacent to the Beltway.

Currently, the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority is studying a plan to extend the
Blue Line to National Harbor. The Southside Express toll lane expansion would impede these
efforts by taking space reserved for Metrorail on the Woodrow Wilson Bridge.

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Project from the regional transportation plan
during the June 20 meeting. Additionally, vote to remove all other segments of the Beltway
and I-270 from the plan and re-evaluate the 900 miles of highway expansion projects in light of
our climate goals. Instead of highway expansion, better public transit including the Blue line
extension of metro, transit oriented development, and Transportation Demand Management
are solutions that will actually reduce congestion while cutting climate pollution, improving
public health, and increasing access to jobs, education, and healthcare for residents across the
region.

Sincerely,

Jim Albright

1004 Azalea Drive

Rockville, MD 20850
jimalbright1985@gmail.com



(240) 602-6502

This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual
associated with Sierra Club. If you need more information, please contact Member Care at
Sierra Club at member.care@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5673.



Laura Bachle

From: Lucy Alexander (Icylxndr@yahoo.com) Sent You a Personal Message
<kwautomail@phone2action.com>

Sent: Saturday, June 15, 2024 11:31 AM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Remove the Southside Express Lanes Widening Project from Visualize 2050

Dear Transportation Planning Board,

Dear Board members

| have been tracking discussions of adding toll lanes to the Beltway in Maryland for a few years
now and the plan continues not to make sense. Toll lanes do not have the desired effect --
they make transportation more difficult for the majority of citizens not easier. | have discussed
this with the engineers themselves and they agree. | don't object to toll lanes in principle but
to the misguided way they have been implemented in Virginia which has just created more
environmental destruction., displacement of communities, and costs both for residents and
travelers. Do not repeat this in Maryland. The Southside extension will do exactly that. We
should not take on Virginia's problems and half-baked solutions. We're smarter than that.

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Express toll lanes project proposed by the Virginia
Department of Transportation from the regional long range transportation plan, Visualize
2050.

This project would expand the Beltway from Springfield, Virginia to Oxon Hill, Maryland with
toll lanes. This would move the bottleneck on the Beltway from Virginia into Maryland and is
expected to generate more traffic that will feed into local streets. This project is inconsistent
with the goals of the Transportation Planning Board to reduce on-road greenhouse gas
emissions 50 percent by 2030 and 80 percent by 2050. It would also increase air, water, and
noise pollution, including on local Oxon Hill roads adjacent to the Beltway.

Currently, the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority is studying a plan to extend the
Blue Line to National Harbor. The Southside Express toll lane expansion would impede these
efforts by taking space reserved for Metrorail on the Woodrow Wilson Bridge.

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Project from the regional transportation plan
during the June 20 meeting. Additionally, vote to remove all other segments of the Beltway
and I-270 from the plan and re-evaluate the 900 miles of highway expansion projects in light of
our climate goals. Instead of highway expansion, better public transit including the Blue line
extension of metro, transit oriented development, and Transportation Demand Management
are solutions that will actually reduce congestion while cutting climate pollution, improving

1



public health, and increasing access to jobs, education, and healthcare for residents across the
region.

Sincerely,

Lucy Alexander
10908 Rock Run Drive
Potomac, MD 20854
Icylxndr@yahoo.com
(908) 391-4488

This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual
associated with Sierra Club. If you need more information, please contact Member Care at
Sierra Club at member.care@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5673.



Laura Bachle

From: aliferis@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Peter Aliferis
<aliferis@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Monday, June 17, 2024 11:15 AM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s flawed proposal to widen 1-495 from Springfield
to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the promised future
Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto connecting streets in
Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

The agency’s 495 Southside Express Lanes study also failed to examine a comprehensive
alternative combining transit, transit-oriented development, and travel demand management.
VDOT is ignoring our region’s transit-oriented development and climate change goals. VDOT
also has failed to thoroughly examine feasible near-term solutions to use available right-of-
way for an express bus and HOV lane.

Please reject this current proposal and demand that VDOT fix its study by evaluating more
effective alternatives consistent with our region’s vision for transit-friendly, sustainable
communities. For now, this project is not ready for our regional transportation plan and should
be kept out.

Sincerely,
Mr. Peter Aliferis
5903 Mount Eagle Dr Apt 1208 Alexandria, VA 22303-2531 aliferis@cox.net



Laura Bachle

From: radchicO5@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Madeline Amalphy <radchic05
@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Monday, June 3, 2024 4:29 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s misguided proposal to widen 1-495 from
Springfield to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the
promised future Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto
connecting streets in Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

The agency’s 495 Southside Express Lanes study also failed to examine a comprehensive
alternative combining transit, transit-oriented development, and travel demand management.
VDOT is ignoring our region’s transit-oriented development and climate change goals. VDOT
also has failed to thoroughly examine feasible near-term solutions to use available right-of-
way for an express bus and HOV lane.

As a Gaithersburg resident who is extremely concerned about the climate crisis, | demand that
you do everything in your power to immediately implement sustainable transportation
policies. This is our last chance to prevent millions of innocent Americans from dying in natural
disasters caused by climate change.

Please reject this current proposal and demand that VDOT fix its study by evaluating more
effective alternatives consistent with our region’s vision for transit-friendly, sustainable

1



communities. For now, this project is not ready for our regional transportation plan and should
be kept out.

Sincerely,
Sincerely,

Ms. Madeline Amalphy
651 Saybrooke Oaks Blvd Gaithersburg, MD 20877-3488 radchicO5@gmail.com



Laura Bachle

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Anne Ambler <noreply@adv.actionnetwork.org>

Friday, June 14, 2024 4:28 PM

TPBcomment

Urgent! Please remove the Southside Express Lanes from Visualize 2050

Transportation Planning Board ,
Dear TPB Member:

| wonder how express lanes could have been put into Visualize 2050 when those lanes were
so proudly included on the Woodrow Wilson Bridge to accommodate a future Metrorail line,
which planners knew was (and is) essential to our larger community. Yet here they are.
Luckily, you have the opportunity to remove those lanes through your vote. So when the
Transportation Planning Board (TPB) meets this month to finalize Visualize 2050, | urge you to
remove the Southside Express Lanes from the transportation plan. They make no sense if the
TPB considers long-range transportation needs and climate change. Construction of the
Southside Express Lanes would block a future extension of Metro’s Blue Line over the
Woodrow Wilson Bridge. Instead of resolving congestion, it would shift a bottleneck from
Springfield to Oxon Hill. Moreover, the Southside Express Lanes are inconsistent with TPB’s

goals to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by reducing vehicle miles traveled.

As you probably know, he Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority (WMATA) is
currently studying a plan to extend the Blue Line, including an extension over the Woodrow
Wilson Bridge. A Blue Line extension would not only address congestion in a more effective
way than adding toll lanes to the Beltway, but do so in in a sustainable way. WMATA's plan
would also provide new transit service to many communities including Alexandria, Rosslyn,
Georgetown, Downtown DC, Navy Yard, Buzzard Point, St. Elizabeths, Forest Heights, Oxon

Hill and National Harbor.

The existing bottleneck at Springfield is exactly what you can expect with toll lanes. They have
to end somewhere, and since they induce even more people to drive, they create an even
bigger traffic jam where they end than the congestion they were meant to lessen. | am not at

all surprised that VDOT would like to shift the congestion it has created to Maryland, but we



should not be foolish enough to allow it. Even worse, of course, is that using those lanes for

cars prevents their use for Metrorail, and worsens our region's congestion.

| urge members of the TPB to remember the hard-fought battle for those lanes for RAIL and

remove the Southside Express Lanes from Visualize 2050.

Thank you for your attention to this urgent request for better regional transportation planning.

Anne Ambler

anambler@gmail.com

12505 Kuhl Road

Silver Spring, Maryland 20902-1443



Laura Bachle

From: Richard Anderson (anderfam5@verizon.net) Sent You a Personal Message
<kwautomail@phone2action.com>

Sent: Saturday, June 15, 2024 10:02 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Remove the Southside Express Lanes Widening Project from Visualize 2050

Dear Transportation Planning Board,

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Express toll lanes project proposed by the Virginia
Department of Transportation from the regional long range transportation plan, Visualize
2050.

This project would expand the Beltway from Springfield, Virginia to Oxon Hill, Maryland with
toll lanes. This would move the bottleneck on the Beltway from Virginia into Maryland and is
expected to generate more traffic that will feed into local streets. This project is inconsistent
with the goals of the Transportation Planning Board to reduce on-road greenhouse gas
emissions 50 percent by 2030 and 80 percent by 2050. It would also increase air, water, and
noise pollution, including on local Oxon Hill roads adjacent to the Beltway.

Currently, the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority is studying a plan to extend the
Blue Line to National Harbor. The Southside Express toll lane expansion would impede these
efforts by taking space reserved for Metrorail on the Woodrow Wilson Bridge.

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Project from the regional transportation plan
during the June 20 meeting. Additionally, vote to remove all other segments of the Beltway
and I-270 from the plan and re-evaluate the 900 miles of highway expansion projects in light of
our climate goals. Instead of highway expansion, better public transit including the Blue line
extension of metro, transit oriented development, and Transportation Demand Management
are solutions that will actually reduce congestion while cutting climate pollution, improving
public health, and increasing access to jobs, education, and healthcare for residents across the
region.

Sincerely,

Richard Anderson

623 Smallwood Road
Rockville, MD 20850
anderfam5@verizon.net



(301) 742-3088

This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual
associated with Sierra Club. If you need more information, please contact Member Care at
Sierra Club at member.care@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5673.



Laura Bachle

From: larabandre@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Lara Andre
<larabandre@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Monday, June 17, 2024 6:44 AM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s flawed proposal to widen 1-495 from Springfield
to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the promised future
Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto connecting streets in
Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

The agency’s 495 Southside Express Lanes study also failed to examine a comprehensive
alternative combining transit, transit-oriented development, and travel demand management.
VDOT is ignoring our region’s transit-oriented development and climate change goals. VDOT
also has failed to thoroughly examine feasible near-term solutions to use available right-of-
way for an express bus and HOV lane.

Please reject this current proposal and demand that VDOT fix its study by evaluating more
effective alternatives consistent with our region’s vision for transit-friendly, sustainable
communities. For now, this project is not ready for our regional transportation plan and should
be kept out.

Sincerely,

Ms Lara Andre

89 Jackson Ln Boston, VA 22713-1719
larabandre@gmail.com



Laura Bachle

From: Andrew <ionoxycat@gmail.com>

Sent: Monday, June 17, 2024 10:47 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Don't use Metro land for highways. Public Comment in re 6.20.24 Item 7 1-495

Southside Express Lanes

Please do not hand over future Metro land to a private tolling company. This is a bad idea. Please repurpose existing
lanes to be tolling and have Virginia or a locality run it and make money off it. No handouts or welfare to private
companies.

Transportation Planning Board members:

| am writing to oppose the inclusion of a project in your "Visualize" master plan that uses space on the Woodrow Wilson
Bridge reserved for future transit to add toll lanes instead. It is implausible that a tolling company would give up
revenue-generating space for heavy rail transit without significant payments that would substantially increase the cost
of a WMATA Blue Line Loop. Moreover, VDOT's concept documentation shows a rosy prediction of the engineering
constraints for adding Metrorail within the limited width of any HOT lanes that would be built.

Please do not accept these concept renderings as viable and ask VDOT to invest in a more comprehensive study of
alternatives, including direct transit investments and tolling of existing vehicle lanes to relieve congestion. Our region

needs to make it easier to move around without a car, and not easier to drive places.

Thank you for your consideration



Laura Bachle

From: Anju S. (anju_sid@yahoo.com) Sent You a Personal Message
<kwautomail@phone2action.com>

Sent: Wednesday, June 5, 2024 8:.01 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Remove the Southside Express Lanes Widening Project from Visualize 2050

Dear Transportation Planning Board,

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Express toll lanes project proposed by the Virginia
Department of Transportation from the regional long range transportation plan, Visualize
2050.

This project would expand the Beltway from Springfield, Virginia to Oxon Hill, Maryland with
toll lanes. This would move the bottleneck on the Beltway from Virginia into Maryland and is
expected to generate more traffic that will feed into local streets. This project is inconsistent
with the goals of the Transportation Planning Board to reduce on-road greenhouse gas
emissions 50 percent by 2030 and 80 percent by 2050. It would also increase air, water, and
noise pollution, including on local Oxon Hill roads adjacent to the Beltway.

Currently, the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority is studying a plan to extend the
Blue Line to National Harbor. The Southside Express toll lane expansion would impede these
efforts by taking space reserved for Metrorail on the Woodrow Wilson Bridge.

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Project from the regional transportation plan
during the June 20 meeting. Additionally, vote to remove all other segments of the Beltway
and I-270 from the plan and re-evaluate the 900 miles of highway expansion projects in light of
our climate goals. Instead of highway expansion, better public transit including the Blue line
extension of metro, transit oriented development, and Transportation Demand Management
are solutions that will actually reduce congestion while cutting climate pollution, improving
public health, and increasing access to jobs, education, and healthcare for residents across the
region.

Sincerely,

Anju S.

1208 Windmill Ln

Silver Spring, MD 20905
anju_sid@yahoo.com



(301) 526-9087

This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual
associated with Sierra Club. If you need more information, please contact Member Care at
Sierra Club at member.care@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5673.



Laura Bachle

From: Brenda Anna (baviolinist@verizon.net) Sent You a Personal Message
<kwautomail@phone2action.com>

Sent: Thursday, June 6, 2024 11:52 AM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Remove the Southside Express Lanes Widening Project from Visualize 2050

Dear Transportation Planning Board,

Expanding Metro to include a line which circumnavigates the Beltway will prove many times
more efficient than adding more lanes for cars to drive recklessly, taking dozens of lives in
hundreds of crashes each year. In an era where distracted driving is a major cause of motor
vehicle collisions, Metro provides a comfortable alternative to dangerous roads, and an outlet
for people who feel compelled to look at their phones during their commute.

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Express toll lanes project proposed by the Virginia
Department of Transportation from the regional long range transportation plan, Visualize
2050.

This project would expand the Beltway from Springfield, Virginia to Oxon Hill, Maryland with
toll lanes. This would move the bottleneck on the Beltway from Virginia into Maryland and is
expected to generate more traffic that will feed into local streets. This project is inconsistent
with the goals of the Transportation Planning Board to reduce on-road greenhouse gas
emissions 50 percent by 2030 and 80 percent by 2050. It would also increase air, water, and
noise pollution, including on local Oxon Hill roads adjacent to the Beltway.

Currently, the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority is studying a plan to extend the
Blue Line to National Harbor. The Southside Express toll lane expansion would impede these
efforts by taking space reserved for Metrorail on the Woodrow Wilson Bridge.

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Project from the regional transportation plan
during the June 20 meeting. Additionally, vote to remove all other segments of the Beltway
and I-270 from the plan and re-evaluate the 900 miles of highway expansion projects in light of
our climate goals. Instead of highway expansion, better public transit including the Blue line
extension of metro, transit oriented development, and Transportation Demand Management
are solutions that will actually reduce congestion while cutting climate pollution, improving
public health, and increasing access to jobs, education, and healthcare for residents across the
region.



Sincerely,

Brenda Anna

4904 Somerset Rd
Riverdale, MD 20737
baviolinist@verizon.net
(301) 699-5079

This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual
associated with Sierra Club. If you need more information, please contact Member Care at
Sierra Club at member.care@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5673.



Laura Bachle

From: Karl Antonsson <knantonsson@gmail.com>

Sent: Monday, June 17, 2024 12:16 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Public Comment in re 6.20.24 Item 7 1-495 Southside Express Lanes

Dear Transportation Planning Board members,

| am writing to oppose the inclusion of a project in your "Visualize" master plan that uses space on the Woodrow Wilson
Bridge reserved for future transit to add toll lanes instead. It is implausible that a tolling company would give up
revenue-generating space for heavy rail transit without significant payments that would substantially increase the cost
of a WMATA Blue Line Loop. Moreover, VDOT's concept documentation shows an overly optimistic prediction of the
engineering constraints for adding Metrorail within the limited width of any HOT lanes that would be built.

Please do not accept these concept renderings as viable and ask VDOT to invest in a more comprehensive study of
alternatives, including direct transit investments and tolling of existing vehicle lanes to relieve congestion. Our region
needs to make it easier to move around without a car, and not easier to drive places.

Thank you for your consideration,

Karl Antonsson



Laura Bachle

From: davidappleman@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of David Appleman
<davidappleman@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Monday, June 17, 2024 4:59 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s flawed proposal to widen 1-495 from Springfield
to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the promised future
Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto connecting streets in
Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

The agency’s 495 Southside Express Lanes study also failed to examine a comprehensive
alternative combining transit, transit-oriented development, and travel demand management.
VDOT is ignoring our region’s transit-oriented development and climate change goals. VDOT
also has failed to thoroughly examine feasible near-term solutions to use available right-of-
way for an express bus and HOV lane.

Please reject this current proposal and demand that VDOT fix its study by evaluating more
effective alternatives consistent with our region’s vision for transit-friendly, sustainable
communities. For now, this project is not ready for our regional transportation plan and should
be kept out.

Sincerely,
Mr. David Appleman
770 5th St NW Washington, DC 20001-2674 davidappleman@yahoo.com



Laura Bachle

From: knantonsson@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Karl Antonsson
<knantonsson@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Monday, June 17, 2024 12:19 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s flawed proposal to widen 1-495 from Springfield
to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the promised future
Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto connecting streets in
Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

The agency’s 495 Southside Express Lanes study also failed to examine a comprehensive
alternative combining transit, transit-oriented development, and travel demand management.
VDOT is ignoring our region’s transit-oriented development and climate change goals. The DC
region is a leader in public transportation and this proposal would be a step in the wrong
direction. VDOT also has failed to thoroughly examine feasible near-term solutions to use
available right-of-way for an express bus and HOV lane.

Please reject this current proposal and demand that VDOT fix its study by evaluating more
effective alternatives consistent with our region’s vision for transit-friendly, sustainable
communities. For now, this project is not ready for our regional transportation plan and should
be kept out.

Sincerely,
Mr. Karl Antonsson
4208 13th St NE Washington, DC 20017-3825 knantonsson@gmail.com
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Laura Bachle

From: Kenneth Aruda <koaruda@gmail.com>

Sent: Monday, June 17, 2024 9:58 AM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Public Comment in re 6.20.24 Item 7 1-495 Southside Express Lanes

Transportation Planning Board members:

| am writing to oppose the inclusion of a project in your "Visualize" master plan that uses
space on the Woodrow Wilson Bridge reserved for future transit to add toll lanes instead. It is
implausible that a tolling company would give up revenue-generating space for heavy rail
transit without significant payments that would substantially increase the cost of a WMATA
Blue Line Loop. Moreover, VDOT's concept documentation shows a rosy prediction of the
engineering constraints for adding Metrorail within the limited width of any HOT lanes that
would be built.

Please do not accept these concept renderings as viable and ask VDOT to invest in a more
comprehensive study of alternatives, including direct transit investments and tolling of existing
vehicle lanes to relieve congestion. Our region needs to make it easier to move around
without a car, and not easier to drive places.

Thank you for your consideration

Sent from my iPhone



Laura Bachle

From: Giorgia Atchison (giorgiavegan@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
<kwautomail@phone2action.com>

Sent: Sunday, June 16, 2024 8:23 AM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Remove the Southside Express Lanes Widening Project from Visualize 2050

Dear Transportation Planning Board,

We need to protect the environment. We need better solutions.
Widening the Beltway is certainly not the option!

Please vote to remove the I-495 Southside Express toll lanes project proposed by the Virginia
Department of Transportation from the regional long range transportation plan, Visualize
2050.

This project would expand the Beltway from Springfield, Virginia to Oxon Hill, Maryland with
toll lanes. This would move the bottleneck on the Beltway from Virginia into Maryland and is
expected to generate more traffic that will feed into local streets. This project is inconsistent
with the goals of the Transportation Planning Board to reduce on-road greenhouse gas
emissions 50 percent by 2030 and 80 percent by 2050. It would also increase air, water, and
noise pollution, including on local Oxon Hill roads adjacent to the Beltway.

Currently, the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority is studying a plan to extend the
Blue Line to National Harbor. The Southside Express toll lane expansion would impede these
efforts by taking space reserved for Metrorail on the Woodrow Wilson Bridge.

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Project from the regional transportation plan
during the June 20 meeting. Additionally, vote to remove all other segments of the Beltway
and 1-270 from the plan and re-evaluate the 900 miles of highway expansion projects in light of
our climate goals. Instead of highway expansion, better public transit including the Blue line
extension of metro, transit oriented development, and Transportation Demand Management
are solutions that will actually reduce congestion while cutting climate pollution, improving
public health, and increasing access to jobs, education, and healthcare for residents across the
region.

Sincerely,

Giorgia Atchison



9812 Brunett Ave

Silver Spring, MD 20901
giorgiavegan@gmail.com
(443) 608-3437

This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual
associated with Sierra Club. If you need more information, please contact Member Care at
Sierra Club at member.care@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5673.



Laura Bachle

From: Gretchen Aurin (gretchenaurin@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
<kwautomail@phone2action.com>

Sent: Wednesday, June 5, 2024 11:23 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Remove the Southside Express Lanes Widening Project from Visualize 2050

Dear Transportation Planning Board,

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Express toll lanes project proposed by the Virginia
Department of Transportation from the regional long range transportation plan, Visualize
2050.

This project would expand the Beltway from Springfield, Virginia to Oxon Hill, Maryland with
toll lanes. This would move the bottleneck on the Beltway from Virginia into Maryland and is
expected to generate more traffic that will feed into local streets. This project is inconsistent
with the goals of the Transportation Planning Board to reduce on-road greenhouse gas
emissions 50 percent by 2030 and 80 percent by 2050. It would also increase air, water, and
noise pollution, including on local Oxon Hill roads adjacent to the Beltway.

Currently, the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority is studying a plan to extend the
Blue Line to National Harbor. The Southside Express toll lane expansion would impede these
efforts by taking space reserved for Metrorail on the Woodrow Wilson Bridge.

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Project from the regional transportation plan
during the June 20 meeting. Additionally, vote to remove all other segments of the Beltway
and I-270 from the plan and re-evaluate the 900 miles of highway expansion projects in light of
our climate goals. Instead of highway expansion, better public transit including the Blue line
extension of metro, transit oriented development, and Transportation Demand Management
are solutions that will actually reduce congestion while cutting climate pollution, improving
public health, and increasing access to jobs, education, and healthcare for residents across the
region.

Sincerely,

Gretchen Aurin

14307 Delcastle Dr

Bowie, MD 20721
gretchenaurin@gmail.com



(860) 876-5054

This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual
associated with Sierra Club. If you need more information, please contact Member Care at
Sierra Club at member.care@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5673.



Laura Bachle

From: M Azriel (msazriel@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
<kwautomail@phone2action.com>

Sent: Friday, June 7, 2024 12:28 AM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Remove the Southside Express Lanes Widening Project from Visualize 2050

Dear Transportation Planning Board,

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Express toll lanes project proposed by the Virginia
Department of Transportation from the regional long range transportation plan, Visualize
2050.

This project would expand the Beltway from Springfield, Virginia to Oxon Hill, Maryland with
toll lanes. This would move the bottleneck on the Beltway from Virginia into Maryland and is
expected to generate more traffic that will feed into local streets. This project is inconsistent
with the goals of the Transportation Planning Board to reduce on-road greenhouse gas
emissions 50 percent by 2030 and 80 percent by 2050. It would also increase air, water, and
noise pollution, including on local Oxon Hill roads adjacent to the Beltway.

Currently, the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority is studying a plan to extend the
Blue Line to National Harbor. The Southside Express toll lane expansion would impede these
efforts by taking space reserved for Metrorail on the Woodrow Wilson Bridge.

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Project from the regional transportation plan
during the June 20 meeting. Additionally, vote to remove all other segments of the Beltway
and I-270 from the plan and re-evaluate the 900 miles of highway expansion projects in light of
our climate goals. Instead of highway expansion, better public transit including the Blue line
extension of metro, transit oriented development, and Transportation Demand Management
are solutions that will actually reduce congestion while cutting climate pollution, improving
public health, and increasing access to jobs, education, and healthcare for residents across the
region.

Sincerely,

M Azriel

776 Kimberly Ct E
Gaithersburg, MD 20878
msazriel@gmail.com



(240) 672-6601

This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual
associated with Sierra Club. If you need more information, please contact Member Care at
Sierra Club at member.care@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5673.



Laura Bachle

From: Katherine Babiak (kmbnyc@aol.com) Sent You a Personal Message
<kwautomail@phone2action.com>

Sent: Thursday, June 6, 2024 11:55 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Remove the Southside Express Lanes Widening Project from Visualize 2050

Dear Transportation Planning Board,

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Express toll lanes project proposed by the Virginia
Department of Transportation from the regional long range transportation plan, Visualize
2050.

This project would expand the Beltway from Springfield, Virginia to Oxon Hill, Maryland with
toll lanes. This would move the bottleneck on the Beltway from Virginia into Maryland and is
expected to generate more traffic that will feed into local streets. This project is inconsistent
with the goals of the Transportation Planning Board to reduce on-road greenhouse gas
emissions 50 percent by 2030 and 80 percent by 2050. It would also increase air, water, and
noise pollution, including on local Oxon Hill roads adjacent to the Beltway.

Currently, the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority is studying a plan to extend the
Blue Line to National Harbor. The Southside Express toll lane expansion would impede these
efforts by taking space reserved for Metrorail on the Woodrow Wilson Bridge.

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Project from the regional transportation plan
during the June 20 meeting. Additionally, vote to remove all other segments of the Beltway
and I-270 from the plan and re-evaluate the 900 miles of highway expansion projects in light of
our climate goals. Instead of highway expansion, better public transit including the Blue line
extension of metro, transit oriented development, and Transportation Demand Management
are solutions that will actually reduce congestion while cutting climate pollution, improving
public health, and increasing access to jobs, education, and healthcare for residents across the
region.

Sincerely,

Katherine Babiak

8350 Wooddy Rd

Port Tobacco, MD 20677
kmbnyc@aol.com



(301) 934-2685

This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual
associated with Sierra Club. If you need more information, please contact Member Care at
Sierra Club at member.care@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5673.



Laura Bachle

From: Robert Bailey (baileys.4@verizon.net) Sent You a Personal Message
<kwautomail@phone2action.com>

Sent: Saturday, June 15, 2024 3:52 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Remove the Southside Express Lanes Widening Project from Visualize 2050

Dear Transportation Planning Board,
| think this project will just push Virginia traffic congestion into Maryland.

Please vote to remove the I-495 Southside Express toll lanes project proposed by the Virginia
Department of Transportation from the regional long range transportation plan, Visualize
2050.

This project would expand the Beltway from Springfield, Virginia to Oxon Hill, Maryland with
toll lanes. This would move the bottleneck on the Beltway from Virginia into Maryland and is
expected to generate more traffic that will feed into local streets. This project is inconsistent
with the goals of the Transportation Planning Board to reduce on-road greenhouse gas
emissions 50 percent by 2030 and 80 percent by 2050. It would also increase air, water, and
noise pollution, including on local Oxon Hill roads adjacent to the Beltway.

Currently, the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority is studying a plan to extend the
Blue Line to National Harbor. The Southside Express toll lane expansion would impede these
efforts by taking space reserved for Metrorail on the Woodrow Wilson Bridge.

Please vote to remove the I-495 Southside Project from the regional transportation plan
during the June 20 meeting. Additionally, vote to remove all other segments of the Beltway
and 1-270 from the plan and re-evaluate the 900 miles of highway expansion projects in light of
our climate goals. Instead of highway expansion, better public transit including the Blue line
extension of metro, transit oriented development, and Transportation Demand Management
are solutions that will actually reduce congestion while cutting climate pollution, improving
public health, and increasing access to jobs, education, and healthcare for residents across the
region.

Sincerely,

Robert Bailey
19401 Dubarry Dr



Brookeville, MD 20833
baileys.4@verizon.net
(301) 774-1074

This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual
associated with Sierra Club. If you need more information, please contact Member Care at
Sierra Club at member.care@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5673.



Laura Bachle

From: Dustin Bales <dustin.bales@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, June 17, 2024 10:02 AM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Woodrow Wilson Bridge Plans

Transportation Planning Board members:

| am writing to oppose the inclusion of a project in your "Visualize" master plan that uses space on the Woodrow Wilson
Bridge reserved for future transit to add toll lanes instead. It is implausible that a tolling company would give up
revenue-generating space for heavy rail transit without significant payments that would substantially increase the cost
of a WMATA Blue Line Loop. Moreover, VDOT's concept documentation shows a rosy prediction of the engineering
constraints for adding Metrorail within the limited width of any HOT lanes that would be built.

Please do not accept these concept renderings as viable and ask VDOT to invest in a more comprehensive study of
alternatives, including direct transit investments and tolling of existing vehicle lanes to relieve congestion. Our region
needs to make it easier to move around without a car, and not easier to drive places.

Thank you for your consideration
Dustin Bales
Alexandria City, VA



Laura Bachle

From: mimi.banta@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Mimi Banta
<mimi.banta@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Tuesday, June 18, 2024 7:44 AM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s flawed proposal to widen 1-495 from Springfield
to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the promised future
Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto connecting streets in
Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

The agency’s 495 Southside Express Lanes study also failed to examine a comprehensive
alternative combining transit, transit-oriented development, and travel demand management.
VDOT is ignoring our region’s transit-oriented development and climate change goals. VDOT
also has failed to thoroughly examine feasible near-term solutions to use available right-of-
way for an express bus and HOV lane.

Please reject this current proposal and demand that VDOT fix its study by evaluating more
effective alternatives consistent with our region’s vision for transit-friendly, sustainable
communities. For now, this project is not ready for our regional transportation plan and should
be kept out.

Sincerely,

Ms Mimi Banta

2403 Elba Ct Alexandria, VA 22306-2561
mimi.banta@gmail.com



Laura Bachle

From: William Ballard (dog.ballard@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
<kwautomail@phone2action.com>

Sent: Sunday, June 16, 2024 8:58 AM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Remove the Southside Express Lanes Widening Project from Visualize 2050

Dear Transportation Planning Board,

Yes, please remove the Express Lane Widening Project from Visualize 2050. The projectis a
1960's solution to the transportation challenges of the next 50 years or more. There is
completely inadequate analytical data on the cost benefit (including environmental and quality
of life aspects) of the project plans and potential impacts. The project is doomed to have
enormous cost overruns and schedule delays and | say that as a Certified Project Manager who
is familiar with the many other failed DMV projects (Purple Line, Metro Silver Line, Silver
Spring Transportation Center to name a few).

We have the technical and analytical capabilities to come up with alternative solutions that
will benefit everyone for many decades to come. Stop the irresponsible political games and do
the right thing.

Please vote to remove the I-495 Southside Express toll lanes project proposed by the Virginia
Department of Transportation from the regional long range transportation plan, Visualize
2050.

This project would expand the Beltway from Springfield, Virginia to Oxon Hill, Maryland with
toll lanes. This would move the bottleneck on the Beltway from Virginia into Maryland and is
expected to generate more traffic that will feed into local streets. This project is inconsistent
with the goals of the Transportation Planning Board to reduce on-road greenhouse gas
emissions 50 percent by 2030 and 80 percent by 2050. It would also increase air, water, and
noise pollution, including on local Oxon Hill roads adjacent to the Beltway.

Currently, the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority is studying a plan to extend the
Blue Line to National Harbor. The Southside Express toll lane expansion would impede these
efforts by taking space reserved for Metrorail on the Woodrow Wilson Bridge.

Please vote to remove the I-495 Southside Project from the regional transportation plan

during the June 20 meeting. Additionally, vote to remove all other segments of the Beltway
and 1-270 from the plan and re-evaluate the 900 miles of highway expansion projects in light of
our climate goals. Instead of highway expansion, better public transit including the Blue line

1



extension of metro, transit oriented development, and Transportation Demand Management
are solutions that will actually reduce congestion while cutting climate pollution, improving
public health, and increasing access to jobs, education, and healthcare for residents across the
region.

Sincerely,

William Ballard

413 Saint Lawrence Dr
Silver Spring, MD 20901
dog.ballard@gmail.com
(301) 537-0300

This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual
associated with Sierra Club. If you need more information, please contact Member Care at
Sierra Club at member.care@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5673.



Laura Bachle

From: jacobbarker@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Jacob Barker
<jacobbarker@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Monday, June 3, 2024 8:45 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s misguided proposal to widen 1-495 from
Springfield to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the
promised future Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto
connecting streets in Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

The agency’s 495 Southside Express Lanes study also failed to examine a comprehensive
alternative combining transit, transit-oriented development, and travel demand management.
VDOT is ignoring our region’s transit-oriented development and climate change goals. VDOT
also has failed to thoroughly examine feasible near-term solutions to use available right-of-
way for an express bus and HOV lane.

Please reject this current proposal and demand that VDOT fix its study by evaluating more
effective alternatives consistent with our region’s vision for transit-friendly, sustainable
communities. For now, this project is not ready for our regional transportation plan and should
be kept out.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Mr. Jacob Barker



605 Hudson Ave Apt 322 Takoma Park, MD 20912-3212 jacobbarker@me.com



Laura Bachle

From: Charlotte Barkley (casbarkley@msn.com) Sent You a Personal Message
<kwautomail@phone2action.com>

Sent: Wednesday, June 5, 2024 7:20 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Remove the Southside Express Lanes Widening Project from Visualize 2050

Dear Transportation Planning Board,

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Express toll lanes project proposed by the Virginia
Department of Transportation from the regional long range transportation plan, Visualize
2050.

This project would expand the Beltway from Springfield, Virginia to Oxon Hill, Maryland with
toll lanes. This would move the bottleneck on the Beltway from Virginia into Maryland and is
expected to generate more traffic that will feed into local streets. This project is inconsistent
with the goals of the Transportation Planning Board to reduce on-road greenhouse gas
emissions 50 percent by 2030 and 80 percent by 2050. It would also increase air, water, and
noise pollution, including on local Oxon Hill roads adjacent to the Beltway.

Currently, the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority is studying a plan to extend the
Blue Line to National Harbor. The Southside Express toll lane expansion would impede these
efforts by taking space reserved for Metrorail on the Woodrow Wilson Bridge.

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Project from the regional transportation plan
during the June 20 meeting. Additionally, vote to remove all other segments of the Beltway
and I-270 from the plan and re-evaluate the 900 miles of highway expansion projects in light of
our climate goals. Instead of highway expansion, better public transit including the Blue line
extension of metro, transit oriented development, and Transportation Demand Management
are solutions that will actually reduce congestion while cutting climate pollution, improving
public health, and increasing access to jobs, education, and healthcare for residents across the
region.

Sincerely,

Charlotte Barkley

3128 Gracefield Rd Apt 620
Silver Spring, MD 20904
casbarkley@msn.com



(240) 867-3648

This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual
associated with Sierra Club. If you need more information, please contact Member Care at
Sierra Club at member.care@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5673.



Laura Bachle

From: Scott Baron (baron.scott@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
<kwautomail@phone2action.com>

Sent: Wednesday, June 5, 2024 7:53 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Remove the Southside Express Lanes Widening Project from Visualize 2050

Dear Transportation Planning Board,

Please do not add more vehicle lanes to the Wilson Bridge in the space that is supposed to be
for Metrorail. The proposed widening of the southern part of 1-495 is ill advised when we are
facing severe threats from climate change.

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Express toll lanes project proposed by the Virginia
Department of Transportation from the regional long range transportation plan, Visualize
2050.

This project would expand the Beltway from Springfield, Virginia to Oxon Hill, Maryland with
toll lanes. This would move the bottleneck on the Beltway from Virginia into Maryland and is
expected to generate more traffic that will feed into local streets. This project is inconsistent
with the goals of the Transportation Planning Board to reduce on-road greenhouse gas
emissions 50 percent by 2030 and 80 percent by 2050. It would also increase air, water, and
noise pollution, including on local Oxon Hill roads adjacent to the Beltway.

Currently, the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority is studying a plan to extend the
Blue Line to National Harbor. The Southside Express toll lane expansion would impede these
efforts by taking space reserved for Metrorail on the Woodrow Wilson Bridge.

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Project from the regional transportation plan
during the June 20 meeting. Additionally, vote to remove all other segments of the Beltway
and 1-270 from the plan and re-evaluate the 900 miles of highway expansion projects in light of
our climate goals. Instead of highway expansion, better public transit including the Blue line
extension of metro, transit oriented development, and Transportation Demand Management
are solutions that will actually reduce congestion while cutting climate pollution, improving
public health, and increasing access to jobs, education, and healthcare for residents across the
region.

Sincerely,



Scott Baron

24015 Santa Anita Ct
Damascus, MD 20872
baron.scott@gmail.com
(703) 968-3057

This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual
associated with Sierra Club. If you need more information, please contact Member Care at
Sierra Club at member.care@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5673.



Laura Bachle

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Gary Barone <noreply@adv.actionnetwork.org>

Friday, June 14, 2024 5:15 PM

TPBcomment

Remove the Southside Express Lanes from Visualize 2050

Transportation Planning Board ,
Dear TPB Member:

When the Transportation Planning Board (TPB) meets this month to finalize Visualize 2050, |
urge you to vote to remove the Southside Express Lanes from the transportation plan.
Construction of the Southside Express Lanes would block a future extension of Metro’s Blue
Line over the Woodrow Wilson Bridge. Instead of resolving congestion, it would shift a
bottleneck from Springfield to Oxon Hill. Moreover, the Southside Express Lanes are
inconsistent with TPB’s goals to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by reducing vehicle miles
traveled.

The Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority (WMATA) is currently studying a plan to
extend the Blue Line, including an extension over the Woodrow Wilson Bridge. A Blue Line
extension would not only address congestion in a more effective way than adding toll lanes to
the Beltway, but do so in in a sustainable way. WMATA's plan would also provide new transit
service to many communities including Alexandria, Rosslyn, Georgetown, Downtown DC,
Navy Yard, Buzzard Point, St. Elizabeths, Forest Heights, Oxon Hill and National Harbor.

The existing bottleneck at Springfield is emblematic of an inherent defect in toll lanes: They
induce more traffic and then create severe congestion where toll lanes end and that traffic
must merge into general lanes. VDOT'’s plan to shift congestion to Oxon Hill and block future

Metrorail would worsen regional transportation conditions.
We urge members of the TPB to remove the Southside Express Lanes from Visualize 2050.

Gary Barone
garymbarone@gmail.com
22011 Ivy Leaf Dr

Boyds, Maryland 20841






Laura Bachle

From: Phillip Barsky (phillipbarsky@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
<kwautomail@phone2action.com>

Sent: Wednesday, June 5, 2024 10:07 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Remove the Southside Express Lanes Widening Project from Visualize 2050

Dear Transportation Planning Board,

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Express toll lanes project proposed by the Virginia
Department of Transportation from the regional long range transportation plan, Visualize
2050.

This project would expand the Beltway from Springfield, Virginia to Oxon Hill, Maryland with
toll lanes. This would move the bottleneck on the Beltway from Virginia into Maryland and is
expected to generate more traffic that will feed into local streets. This project is inconsistent
with the goals of the Transportation Planning Board to reduce on-road greenhouse gas
emissions 50 percent by 2030 and 80 percent by 2050. It would also increase air, water, and
noise pollution, including on local Oxon Hill roads adjacent to the Beltway.

Currently, the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority is studying a plan to extend the
Blue Line to National Harbor. The Southside Express toll lane expansion would impede these
efforts by taking space reserved for Metrorail on the Woodrow Wilson Bridge.

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Project from the regional transportation plan
during the June 20 meeting. Additionally, vote to remove all other segments of the Beltway
and I-270 from the plan and re-evaluate the 900 miles of highway expansion projects in light of
our climate goals. Instead of highway expansion, better public transit including the Blue line
extension of metro, transit oriented development, and Transportation Demand Management
are solutions that will actually reduce congestion while cutting climate pollution, improving
public health, and increasing access to jobs, education, and healthcare for residents across the
region.

Sincerely,

Phillip Barsky

17609 Parkridge Dr
Gaithersburg, MD 20878
phillipbarsky@gmail.com



(301) 330-3693

This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual
associated with Sierra Club. If you need more information, please contact Member Care at
Sierra Club at member.care@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5673.



Laura Bachle

From: nick10bartl@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Nick Bartl
<nickl1lObartl@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Monday, June 3, 2024 2:47 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s misguided proposal to widen 1-495 from
Springfield to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the
promised future Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto
connecting streets in Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

The agency’s 495 Southside Express Lanes study also failed to examine a comprehensive
alternative combining transit, transit-oriented development, and travel demand management.
VDOT is ignoring our region’s transit-oriented development and climate change goals. VDOT
also has failed to thoroughly examine feasible near-term solutions to use available right-of-
way for an express bus and HOV lane.

Please reject this current proposal and demand that VDOT fix its study by evaluating more
effective alternatives consistent with our region’s vision for transit-friendly, sustainable
communities. For now, this project is not ready for our regional transportation plan and should
be kept out.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Mr. Nick Bartl



1420 N Utah St Arlington, VA 22201-4802 nick1Obartl@icloud.com



Laura Bachle

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jeannette Bartelt <noreply@adv.actionnetwork.org>
Friday, June 14, 2024 1:49 PM

TPBcomment

Remove the Southside Express Lanes from Visualize 2050

Transportation Planning Board ,
Dear TPB Member:

When the Transportation Planning Board (TPB) meets this month to finalize Visualize 2050, |
urge you to vote to remove the Southside Express Lanes from the transportation plan.
Construction of the Southside Express Lanes would block a future extension of Metro’s Blue
Line over the Woodrow Wilson Bridge. Instead of resolving congestion, it would shift a
bottleneck from Springfield to Oxon Hill. Moreover, the Southside Express Lanes are
inconsistent with TPB’s goals to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by reducing vehicle miles

traveled.

The Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority (WMATA) is currently studying a plan to
extend the Blue Line, including an extension over the Woodrow Wilson Bridge. A Blue Line
extension would not only address congestion in a more effective way than adding toll lanes to
the Beltway, but do so in in a sustainable way. WMATA's plan would also provide new transit
service to many communities including Alexandria, Rosslyn, Georgetown, Downtown DC,
Navy Yard, Buzzard Point, St. Elizabeths, Forest Heights, Oxon Hill and National Harbor.

The existing bottleneck at Springfield is emblematic of an inherent defect in toll lanes: They
induce more traffic and then create severe congestion where toll lanes end and that traffic
must merge into general lanes. VDOT'’s plan to shift congestion to Oxon Hill and block future

Metrorail would worsen regional transportation conditions.
We urge members of the TPB to remove the Southside Express Lanes from Visualize 2050.

Jeannette Bartelt
jmbartelt@gmail.com

110 Burgess Hill Way Apt 100
Frederick , Maryland 21702






Laura Bachle

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Kathy Bartolomeo <noreply@adv.actionnetwork.org>
Saturday, June 15, 2024 7:37 PM

TPBcomment

Remove the Southside Express Lanes from Visualize 2050

Transportation Planning Board ,
Dear TPB Member:

We need the Blue Line and not Tolls!

When the Transportation Planning Board (TPB) meets this month to finalize Visualize 2050, |
urge you to vote to remove the Southside Express Lanes from the transportation plan.
Construction of the Southside Express Lanes would block a future extension of Metro’s Blue
Line over the Woodrow Wilson Bridge. Instead of resolving congestion, it would shift a
bottleneck from Springfield to Oxon Hill. Moreover, the Southside Express Lanes are
inconsistent with TPB’s goals to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by reducing vehicle miles

traveled.

The Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority (WMATA) is currently studying a plan to
extend the Blue Line, including an extension over the Woodrow Wilson Bridge. A Blue Line
extension would not only address congestion in a more effective way than adding toll lanes to
the Beltway, but do so in in a sustainable way. WMATA's plan would also provide new transit
service to many communities including Alexandria, Rosslyn, Georgetown, Downtown DC,

Navy Yard, Buzzard Point, St. Elizabeths, Forest Heights, Oxon Hill and National Harbor.

The existing bottleneck at Springfield is emblematic of an inherent defect in toll lanes: They
induce more traffic and then create severe congestion where toll lanes end and that traffic
must merge into general lanes. VDOT's plan to shift congestion to Oxon Hill and block future

Metrorail would worsen regional transportation conditions.
We urge members of the TPB to remove the Southside Express Lanes from Visualize 2050.

Kathy Bartolomeo

kbartolo30@gmail.com



15 Laurel Hill Rd
Greenbelt , Maryland 20770



Laura Bachle

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Kathy Bartolomeo <noreply@adv.actionnetwork.org>
Monday, June 17, 2024 2:52 PM

TPBcomment

Remove the Southside Express Lanes from Visualize 2050

Transportation Planning Board ,
Dear TPB Member:

When the Transportation Planning Board (TPB) meets this month to finalize Visualize 2050, |
urge you to vote to remove the Southside Express Lanes from the transportation plan.
Construction of the Southside Express Lanes would block a future extension of Metro’s Blue
Line over the Woodrow Wilson Bridge. Instead of resolving congestion, it would shift a
bottleneck from Springfield to Oxon Hill. Moreover, the Southside Express Lanes are
inconsistent with TPB’s goals to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by reducing vehicle miles
traveled.

The Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority (WMATA) is currently studying a plan to
extend the Blue Line, including an extension over the Woodrow Wilson Bridge. A Blue Line
extension would not only address congestion in a more effective way than adding toll lanes to
the Beltway, but do so in in a sustainable way. WMATA's plan would also provide new transit
service to many communities including Alexandria, Rosslyn, Georgetown, Downtown DC,

Navy Yard, Buzzard Point, St. Elizabeths, Forest Heights, Oxon Hill and National Harbor.

The existing bottleneck at Springfield is emblematic of an inherent defect in toll lanes: They
induce more traffic and then create severe congestion where toll lanes end and that traffic
must merge into general lanes. VDOT'’s plan to shift congestion to Oxon Hill and block future

Metrorail would worsen regional transportation conditions.
We urge members of the TPB to remove the Southside Express Lanes from Visualize 2050.

Kathy Bartolomeo
kbartolo30@gmail.com

15 Laurel Hill Rd

Greenbelt , Maryland 20770






Laura Bachle

From: Rebecca Batt (beckybatt@comcast.net) Sent You a Personal Message
<kwautomail@phone2action.com>

Sent: Sunday, June 16, 2024 12:30 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Remove the Southside Express Lanes Widening Project from Visualize 2050

Dear Transportation Planning Board,

It is absolutely essential that you remove all beltway and 270 widening from the region's
transportation plan. Widening the highways would greatly increase noise, air and water
pollution. It would escalate climate change rather than fight climate change. Itis a 1960's
response to traffic and makes no sense whatsoever.

We must focus on improving public transit, including commuter buses, Metro and MARC.
Public transit is the future of our state and our country.

Please vote to remove the I-495 Southside Express toll lanes project proposed by the Virginia
Department of Transportation from the regional long range transportation plan, Visualize
2050.

This project would expand the Beltway from Springfield, Virginia to Oxon Hill, Maryland with
toll lanes. This would move the bottleneck on the Beltway from Virginia into Maryland and is
expected to generate more traffic that will feed into local streets. This project is inconsistent
with the goals of the Transportation Planning Board to reduce on-road greenhouse gas
emissions 50 percent by 2030 and 80 percent by 2050. It would also increase air, water, and
noise pollution, including on local Oxon Hill roads adjacent to the Beltway.

Currently, the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority is studying a plan to extend the
Blue Line to National Harbor. The Southside Express toll lane expansion would impede these
efforts by taking space reserved for Metrorail on the Woodrow Wilson Bridge.

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Project from the regional transportation plan
during the June 20 meeting. Additionally, vote to remove all other segments of the Beltway
and 1-270 from the plan and re-evaluate the 900 miles of highway expansion projects in light of
our climate goals. Instead of highway expansion, better public transit including the Blue line
extension of metro, transit oriented development, and Transportation Demand Management
are solutions that will actually reduce congestion while cutting climate pollution, improving
public health, and increasing access to jobs, education, and healthcare for residents across the
region.



Sincerely,

Rebecca Batt

745 Anderson Ave.
Rockville, MD 20850
beckybatt@comcast.net
(301) 580-2084

This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual
associated with Sierra Club. If you need more information, please contact Member Care at
Sierra Club at member.care@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5673.



Laura Bachle

From: mbaumanlpc@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Marjorie Bauman
<mbaumanlpc@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Tuesday, June 18, 2024 10:33 AM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s flawed proposal to widen 1-495 from Springfield
to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the promised future
Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto connecting streets in
Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

The agency’s 495 Southside Express Lanes study also failed to examine a comprehensive
alternative combining transit, transit-oriented development, and travel demand management.
VDOT is ignoring our region’s transit-oriented development and climate change goals. VDOT
also has failed to thoroughly examine feasible near-term solutions to use available right-of-
way for an express bus and HOV lane.

Please reject this current proposal and demand that VDOT fix its study by evaluating more
effective alternatives consistent with our region’s vision for transit-friendly, sustainable
communities. For now, this project is not ready for our regional transportation plan and should
be kept out.

Sincerely,

Ms. Marjorie Bauman

7717 Elba Rd Alexandria, VA 22306-2557
mbaumanlpc@verizon.net



Laura Bachle

From: Valerie Beattie (beattie.vallynn@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
<kwautomail@phone2action.com>

Sent: Saturday, June 8, 2024 12:47 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Remove the Southside Express Lanes Widening Project from Visualize 2050

Dear Transportation Planning Board,

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Express toll lanes project proposed by the Virginia
Department of Transportation from the regional long range transportation plan, Visualize
2050.

This project would expand the Beltway from Springfield, Virginia to Oxon Hill, Maryland with
toll lanes. This would move the bottleneck on the Beltway from Virginia into Maryland and is
expected to generate more traffic that will feed into local streets. This project is inconsistent
with the goals of the Transportation Planning Board to reduce on-road greenhouse gas
emissions 50 percent by 2030 and 80 percent by 2050. It would also increase air, water, and
noise pollution, including on local Oxon Hill roads adjacent to the Beltway.

Currently, the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority is studying a plan to extend the
Blue Line to National Harbor. The Southside Express toll lane expansion would impede these
efforts by taking space reserved for Metrorail on the Woodrow Wilson Bridge.

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Project from the regional transportation plan
during the June 20 meeting. Additionally, vote to remove all other segments of the Beltway
and I-270 from the plan and re-evaluate the 900 miles of highway expansion projects in light of
our climate goals. Instead of highway expansion, better public transit including the Blue line
extension of metro, transit oriented development, and Transportation Demand Management
are solutions that will actually reduce congestion while cutting climate pollution, improving
public health, and increasing access to jobs, education, and healthcare for residents across the
region.

Sincerely,

Valerie Beattie

18605 Winding Creek Pl
Germantown, MD 20874
beattie.vallynn@gmail.com



(610) 336-4328

This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual
associated with Sierra Club. If you need more information, please contact Member Care at
Sierra Club at member.care@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5673.



Laura Bachle

From: vybeauregard@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Vance Beauregard
<vybeauregard@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Monday, June 17, 2024 10:07 AM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s flawed proposal to widen 1-495 from Springfield
to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the promised future
Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto connecting streets in
Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

The agency’s 495 Southside Express Lanes study also failed to examine a comprehensive
alternative combining transit, transit-oriented development, and travel demand management.
VDOT is ignoring our region’s transit-oriented development and climate change goals. VDOT
also has failed to thoroughly examine feasible near-term solutions to use available right-of-
way for an express bus and HOV lane.

Please reject this current proposal and demand that VDOT fix its study by evaluating more
effective alternatives consistent with our region’s vision for transit-friendly, sustainable
communities. For now, this project is not ready for our regional transportation plan and should
be kept out.

Sincerely,
Mr. Vance Beauregard
337 Wesmond Dr Alexandria, VA 22305-3039 vybeauregard@gmail.com



Laura Bachle

From: alek.becker91@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Alek Becker <alek.becker91
@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Thursday, June 6, 2024 12:27 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s flawed proposal to widen 1-495 from Springfield
to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the promised future
Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto connecting streets in
Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

The agency’s 495 Southside Express Lanes study also failed to examine a comprehensive
alternative combining transit, transit-oriented development, and travel demand management.
VDOT is ignoring our region’s transit-oriented development and climate change goals. VDOT
also has failed to thoroughly examine feasible near-term solutions to use available right-of-
way for an express bus and HOV lane.

Please reject this current proposal and demand that VDOT fix its study by evaluating more
effective alternatives consistent with our region’s vision for transit-friendly, sustainable
communities. For now, this project is not ready for our regional transportation plan and should
be kept out.

Sincerely,
Mr Alek Becker
1201 Braddock Pl Apt 1008 Alexandria, VA 22314-1674 alek.becker91@gmail.com



Laura Bachle

From: alek.becker91@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Alek Becker <alek.becker91
@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Thursday, June 6, 2024 12:27 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s flawed proposal to widen 1-495 from Springfield
to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the promised future
Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto connecting streets in
Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

The agency’s 495 Southside Express Lanes study also failed to examine a comprehensive
alternative combining transit, transit-oriented development, and travel demand management.
VDOT is ignoring our region’s transit-oriented development and climate change goals. VDOT
also has failed to thoroughly examine feasible near-term solutions to use available right-of-
way for an express bus and HOV lane.

Please reject this current proposal and demand that VDOT fix its study by evaluating more
effective alternatives consistent with our region’s vision for transit-friendly, sustainable
communities. For now, this project is not ready for our regional transportation plan and should
be kept out.

Sincerely,
Mr Alek Becker
1201 Braddock Pl Apt 1008 Alexandria, VA 22314-1674 alek.becker91@gmail.com



Laura Bachle

From: danbehrend@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Dan Behrend
<danbehrend@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Friday, June 7, 2024 12:14 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s flawed proposal to widen 1-495 from Springfield
to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the promised future
Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto connecting streets in
Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

The agency’s 495 Southside Express Lanes study also failed to examine a comprehensive
alternative combining transit, transit-oriented development, and travel demand management.
VDOT is ignoring our region’s transit-oriented development and climate change goals. VDOT
also has failed to thoroughly examine feasible near-term solutions to use available right-of-
way for an express bus and HOV lane.

Please reject this current proposal and demand that VDOT fix its study by evaluating more
effective alternatives consistent with our region’s vision for transit-friendly, sustainable
communities. For now, this project is not ready for our regional transportation plan and should
be kept out.

Sincerely,
Mr. Dan Behrend
4511 Riverdale Rd Riverdale, MD 20737-1939 danbehrend@gmail.com



Laura Bachle

From: Dan Behrend (danbehrend@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
<kwautomail@phone2action.com>

Sent: Friday, June 7, 2024 12:15 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Remove the Southside Express Lanes Widening Project from Visualize 2050

Dear Transportation Planning Board,

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Express toll lanes project proposed by the Virginia
Department of Transportation from the regional long range transportation plan, Visualize
2050.

This project would expand the Beltway from Springfield, Virginia to Oxon Hill, Maryland with
toll lanes. This would move the bottleneck on the Beltway from Virginia into Maryland and is
expected to generate more traffic that will feed into local streets. This project is inconsistent
with the goals of the Transportation Planning Board to reduce on-road greenhouse gas
emissions 50 percent by 2030 and 80 percent by 2050. It would also increase air, water, and
noise pollution, including on local Oxon Hill roads adjacent to the Beltway.

Currently, the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority is studying a plan to extend the
Blue Line to National Harbor. The Southside Express toll lane expansion would impede these
efforts by taking space reserved for Metrorail on the Woodrow Wilson Bridge.

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Project from the regional transportation plan
during the June 20 meeting. Additionally, vote to remove all other segments of the Beltway
and I-270 from the plan and re-evaluate the 900 miles of highway expansion projects in light of
our climate goals. Instead of highway expansion, better public transit including the Blue line
extension of metro, transit oriented development, and Transportation Demand Management
are solutions that will actually reduce congestion while cutting climate pollution, improving
public health, and increasing access to jobs, education, and healthcare for residents across the
region.

Sincerely,

Dan Behrend

4511 Riverdale Rd
Riverdale Park, MD 20737
danbehrend@gmail.com



(202) 596-5152

This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual
associated with Sierra Club. If you need more information, please contact Member Care at
Sierra Club at member.care@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5673.



Laura Bachle

From: Mercedes Bellcase <mercedesbellcase@gmail.com>

Sent: Monday, June 17, 2024 2:52 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Public Comment in re 6.20.24 Item 7 1-495 Southside Express Lanes

Transportation Planning Board members:

| am writing to oppose the inclusion of a project in your "Visualize" master plan that uses space on the Woodrow Wilson
Bridge reserved for future transit to add toll lanes instead. It is implausible that a tolling company would give up
revenue-generating space for heavy rail transit without significant payments that would substantially increase the cost
of a WMATA Blue Line Loop. Moreover, VDOT's concept documentation shows a rosy prediction of the engineering
constraints for adding Metrorail within the limited width of any HOT lanes that would be built.

Please do not accept these concept renderings as viable and ask VDOT to invest in a more comprehensive study of
alternatives, including direct transit investments and tolling of existing vehicle lanes to relieve congestion. Our region

needs to make it easier to move around without a car, and not easier to drive places.

Thank you for your consideration



Laura Bachle

From: mercedesbellcase@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Mercedes Bellcase
<mercedesbellcase@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Monday, June 17, 2024 2:52 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s flawed proposal to widen 1-495 from Springfield
to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the promised future
Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto connecting streets in
Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

The agency’s 495 Southside Express Lanes study also failed to examine a comprehensive
alternative combining transit, transit-oriented development, and travel demand management.
VDOT is ignoring our region’s transit-oriented development and climate change goals. VDOT
also has failed to thoroughly examine feasible near-term solutions to use available right-of-
way for an express bus and HOV lane.

Please reject this current proposal and demand that VDOT fix its study by evaluating more
effective alternatives consistent with our region’s vision for transit-friendly, sustainable
communities. For now, this project is not ready for our regional transportation plan and should
be kept out.

Sincerely,
Ms. Mercedes Bellcase
1005 1st St NE Washington, DC 20002-8164 mercedesbellcase@gmail.com



Laura Bachle

From: David Belyea <dbbelyea@gmail.com>

Sent: Monday, June 17, 2024 4:24 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Public Comment in re 6.20.24 Item 7 1-495 Southside Express Lanes

Transportation Planning Board members:

| am writing to voice my opposition to the inclusion of a project in your "Visualize" master plan that uses space on the
Woodrow Wilson Bridge reserved for future transit to add toll lanes instead. A tolling company will never give up
revenue-generating space for heavy rail transit without significant payments that would substantially increase the cost
of a WMATA Blue Line Loop. Moreover, VDOT's concept documentation shows an optimistic prediction of the
engineering constraints for adding Metrorail within the limited width of any HOT lanes that would be built.

Please do not accept these concept renderings as viable and ask VDOT to invest in a more comprehensive study of
alternatives, including direct transit investments and tolling of existing vehicle lanes to relieve congestion. Our region
needs to make it easier to move around without a car, and not easier to drive places.

Thank you for your consideration
David



Laura Bachle

From: behradb@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Behrad Behbahani
<behradb@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Thursday, June 6, 2024 10:21 AM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s flawed proposal to widen 1-495 from Springfield
to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the promised future
Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto connecting streets in
Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

The agency’s 495 Southside Express Lanes study also failed to examine a comprehensive
alternative combining transit, transit-oriented development, and travel demand management.
VDOT is ignoring our region’s transit-oriented development and climate change goals. VDOT
also has failed to thoroughly examine feasible near-term solutions to use available right-of-
way for an express bus and HOV lane.

Please reject this current proposal and demand that VDOT fix its study by evaluating more
effective alternatives consistent with our region’s vision for transit-friendly, sustainable
communities. For now, this project is not ready for our regional transportation plan and should
be kept out.

Sincerely,
Mr. Behrad Behbahani
10201 Grosvenor Pl Apt 422 North Bethesda, MD 20852-4608 behradb@gmail.com



Laura Bachle

From: marc@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Marc Bendick Jr
<marc@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Wednesday, June 12, 2024 5:50 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s flawed proposal to widen 1-495 from Springfield
to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the promised future
Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto connecting streets in
Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

The agency’s 495 Southside Express Lanes study also failed to examine a comprehensive
alternative combining transit, transit-oriented development, and travel demand management.
VDOT is ignoring our region’s transit-oriented development and climate change goals. VDOT
also has failed to thoroughly examine feasible near-term solutions to use available right-of-
way for an express bus and HOV lane.

Please reject this current proposal and demand that VDOT fix its study by evaluating more
effective alternatives consistent with our region’s vision for transit-friendly, sustainable
communities. For now, this project is not ready for our regional transportation plan and should
be kept out.

Sincerely,
Mr. Marc Bendick Jr
319 Prince St Alexandria, VA 22314-3315 marc@bendickegan.com



Laura Bachle

From: dvbenedi@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Daniella Benedi
<dvbenedi@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Monday, June 17, 2024 11:12 AM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s flawed proposal to widen 1-495 from Springfield
to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the promised future
Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto connecting streets in
Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

The agency’s 495 Southside Express Lanes study also failed to examine a comprehensive
alternative combining transit, transit-oriented development, and travel demand management.
VDOT is ignoring our region’s transit-oriented development and climate change goals. VDOT
also has failed to thoroughly examine feasible near-term solutions to use available right-of-
way for an express bus and HOV lane.

Transit is one of the most important economic drivers in our region. The United States is
behind globally on transit investment and it will hurt us. We are being beaten out by countries
smaller and poorer than us; we are being ravaged by China on this. Trains are the key to
unlocking an area financially and this proposal will risk our future economic development by
hindering it with a low-throughput car-based transit system.

Please reject this current proposal and demand that VDOT fix its study by evaluating more
effective alternatives consistent with our region’s vision for transit-friendly, sustainable



communities. For now, this project is not ready for our regional transportation plan and should
be kept out.

Sincerely,
Ms. Daniella Benedi
2322 Hunters Run Dr Reston, VA 20191-2830 dvbenedi@gmail.com



Laura Bachle

From: D B <dvbenedi@gmail.com>

Sent: Monday, June 17, 2024 11:13 AM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Public Comment in re 6.20.24 Item 7 1-495 Southside Express Lanes

Transportation Planning Board members:

| am writing to oppose the inclusion of a project in your "Visualize" master plan that uses space on the Woodrow Wilson
Bridge reserved for future transit to add toll lanes instead. It is implausible that a tolling company would give up
revenue-generating space for heavy rail transit without significant payments that would substantially increase the cost
of a WMATA Blue Line Loop. Moreover, VDOT's concept documentation shows a rosy prediction of the engineering
constraints for adding Metrorail within the limited width of any HOT lanes that would be built.

Please do not accept these concept renderings as viable and ask VDOT to invest in a more comprehensive study of
alternatives, including direct transit investments and tolling of existing vehicle lanes to relieve congestion. Our region
needs to make it easier to move around without a car, and not easier to drive places.

Transit is one of the most important economic drivers in our region. The United States is behind globally on transit
investment and it will hurt us. We are being beaten out by countries smaller and poorer than us; we are being ravaged
by China on this. Trains are the key to unlocking an area financially and this proposal will risk our future economic
development by hindering it with a low-throughput car-based transit system.

Thank you for your consideration



Laura Bachle

From: Kathleen Benner <kathleen.l.benner@gmail.com>

Sent: Monday, June 17, 2024 6:53 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Public Comment in re 6.20.24 Item 7 1-495 Southside Express Lanes

Transportation Planning Board members:

| am writing to oppose the inclusion of a project in your "Visualize" master plan that uses
space on the Woodrow Wilson Bridge reserved for future transit to add toll lanes instead. It is
unlikely that a tolling company would give up revenue-generating space for heavy rail transit
without significant payments to buy out the proposed contract. This would substantially
increase the cost of a WMATA Blue Line Loop.

Please do not accept these concept renderings as viable and ask VDOT to invest in a more
comprehensive study of alternatives, including direct transit investments and tolling of existing
vehicle lanes to relieve congestion. Our region needs to make it easier to move around
without a car, and not easier to drive places.

Thank you for your consideration,
Kathleen



Laura Bachle

From: Samuel Bentley (samuel.bentley@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
<kwautomail@phone2action.com>

Sent: Sunday, June 16, 2024 11:39 AM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Remove the Southside Express Lanes Widening Project from Visualize 2050

Dear Transportation Planning Board,

It's so tempting to feel like another extra lane for cars is the right solution. | want to switch to
rail so bad. Building more bridge capacity for cars that obstructs a plan to build a bridge for
Metro rail is a short term solution that makes the long term worse. Please re-think!

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Express toll lanes project proposed by the Virginia
Department of Transportation from the regional long range transportation plan, Visualize
2050.

This project would expand the Beltway from Springfield, Virginia to Oxon Hill, Maryland with
toll lanes. This would move the bottleneck on the Beltway from Virginia into Maryland and is
expected to generate more traffic that will feed into local streets. This project is inconsistent
with the goals of the Transportation Planning Board to reduce on-road greenhouse gas
emissions 50 percent by 2030 and 80 percent by 2050. It would also increase air, water, and
noise pollution, including on local Oxon Hill roads adjacent to the Beltway.

Currently, the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority is studying a plan to extend the
Blue Line to National Harbor. The Southside Express toll lane expansion would impede these
efforts by taking space reserved for Metrorail on the Woodrow Wilson Bridge.

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Project from the regional transportation plan

during the June 20 meeting. Additionally, vote to remove all other segments of the Beltway
and 1-270 from the plan and re-evaluate the 900 miles of highway expansion projects in light of
our climate goals. Instead of highway expansion, better public transit including the Blue line
extension of metro, transit oriented development, and Transportation Demand Management
are solutions that will actually reduce congestion while cutting climate pollution, improving
public health, and increasing access to jobs, education, and healthcare for residents across the
region.

Sincerely,



Samuel Bentley

420 Ritchie Parkway
Rockville, MD 20852
samuel.bentley@gmail.com
(301) 283-7819

This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual
associated with Sierra Club. If you need more information, please contact Member Care at
Sierra Club at member.care@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5673.



Laura Bachle

From: jbermingham3@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of John Bermingham
<jbermingham3@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Monday, June 17, 2024 4:15 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s flawed proposal to widen 1-495 from Springfield
to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the promised future
Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto connecting streets in
Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

The agency’s 495 Southside Express Lanes study also failed to examine a comprehensive
alternative combining transit, transit-oriented development, and travel demand management.
VDOT is ignoring our region’s transit-oriented development and climate change goals. VDOT
also has failed to thoroughly examine feasible near-term solutions to use available right-of-
way for an express bus and HOV lane.

Please reject this current proposal and demand that VDOT fix its study by evaluating more
effective alternatives consistent with our region’s vision for transit-friendly, sustainable
communities. For now, this project is not ready for our regional transportation plan and should
be kept out.

Sincerely,
Mr. John Bermingham
1150 4th St SW Ph 07 Washington, DC 20024-4479 jbermingham3@hotmail.com



Laura Bachle

From: nicholas.bernard @everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Nicholas Bernard
<nicholas.bernard@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Monday, June 17, 2024 6:12 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s flawed proposal to widen 1-495 from Springfield
to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the promised future
Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto connecting streets in
Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

The agency’s 495 Southside Express Lanes study also failed to examine a comprehensive
alternative combining transit, transit-oriented development, and travel demand management.
VDOT is ignoring our region’s transit-oriented development and climate change goals. VDOT
also has failed to thoroughly examine feasible near-term solutions to use available right-of-
way for an express bus and HOV lane.

Please reject this current proposal and demand that VDOT fix its study by evaluating more
effective alternatives consistent with our region’s vision for transit-friendly, sustainable
communities. For now, this project is not ready for our regional transportation plan and should
be kept out.

Sincerely,
Mr. Nicholas Bernard
3816 4th St NW Washington, DC 20011-5916 nicholas.bernard@outlook.com



Laura Bachle

From: Keith Bierman <keith.bierman@gmail.com>

Sent: Monday, June 17, 2024 9:49 AM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Public Comment in re 6.20.24 Item 7 1-495 Southside Express Lanes

Transportation Planning Board members:

| am writing to oppose the inclusion of a project in your "Visualize" master plan that uses space on the Woodrow Wilson
Bridge reserved for future transit to add toll lanes instead. It is implausible that a tolling company would give up
revenue-generating space for heavy rail transit without significant payments that would substantially increase the cost
of a WMATA Blue Line Loop. Moreover, VDOT's concept documentation shows a rosy prediction of the engineering
constraints for adding Metrorail within the limited width of any HOT lanes that would be built.

Please do not accept these concept renderings as viable and ask VDOT to invest in a more comprehensive study of
alternatives, including direct transit investments and tolling of existing vehicle lanes to relieve congestion. Our region

needs to make it easier to move around without a car, and not easier to drive places.

Thank you for your consideration



Laura Bachle

From: Peter Boice (mdroadrunner32@hotmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
<kwautomail@phone2action.com>

Sent: Wednesday, June 5, 2024 7:13 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Remove the Southside Express Lanes Widening Project from Visualize 2050

Dear Transportation Planning Board,

We need to focus our investments on public transportation, not on highways which will
inevitably become overcrowded as soon as they're built.

Climate change is real. Action, now and for the foreseeable future, is critical.

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Express toll lanes project proposed by the Virginia
Department of Transportation from the regional long range transportation plan, Visualize
2050.

This project would expand the Beltway from Springfield, Virginia to Oxon Hill, Maryland with
toll lanes. This would move the bottleneck on the Beltway from Virginia into Maryland and is
expected to generate more traffic that will feed into local streets. This project is inconsistent
with the goals of the Transportation Planning Board to reduce on-road greenhouse gas
emissions 50 percent by 2030 and 80 percent by 2050. It would also increase air, water, and
noise pollution, including on local Oxon Hill roads adjacent to the Beltway.

Currently, the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority is studying a plan to extend the
Blue Line to National Harbor. The Southside Express toll lane expansion would impede these
efforts by taking space reserved for Metrorail on the Woodrow Wilson Bridge.

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Project from the regional transportation plan
during the June 20 meeting. Additionally, vote to remove all other segments of the Beltway
and I-270 from the plan and re-evaluate the 900 miles of highway expansion projects in light of
our climate goals. Instead of highway expansion, better public transit including the Blue line
extension of metro, transit oriented development, and Transportation Demand Management
are solutions that will actually reduce congestion while cutting climate pollution, improving
public health, and increasing access to jobs, education, and healthcare for residents across the
region.

Sincerely,



Peter Boice

721 Harrington Rd

Rockville, MD 20852
mdroadrunner32@hotmail.com
(301) 251-1486

This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual
associated with Sierra Club. If you need more information, please contact Member Care at
Sierra Club at member.care@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5673.



Laura Bachle

From: bolesmargaret@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Margaret Boles
<bolesmargaret@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Friday, June 7, 2024 3:53 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s flawed proposal to widen 1-495 from Springfield
to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the promised future
Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto connecting streets in
Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

The agency’s 495 Southside Express Lanes study also failed to examine a comprehensive
alternative combining transit, transit-oriented development, and travel demand management.
VDOT is ignoring our region’s transit-oriented development and climate change goals. VDOT
also has failed to thoroughly examine feasible near-term solutions to use available right-of-
way for an express bus and HOV lane.

Please reject this current proposal and demand that VDOT fix its study by evaluating more
effective alternatives consistent with our region’s vision for transit-friendly, sustainable
communities. For now, this project is not ready for our regional transportation plan and should
be kept out.

Sincerely,
Ms. Margaret Boles
10409 Cleary Ln Mitchellville, MD 20721-2869 bolesmargaret@gmail.com



Laura Bachle

From: melissabondi@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Melissa Bondi
<melissabondi@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Friday, June 7, 2024 9:55 AM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s flawed proposal to widen 1-495 from Springfield
to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the promised future
Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto connecting streets in
Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

The agency’s 495 Southside Express Lanes study also failed to examine a comprehensive
alternative combining transit, transit-oriented development, and travel demand management.
VDOT is ignoring our region’s transit-oriented development and climate change goals. VDOT
also has failed to thoroughly examine feasible near-term solutions to use available right-of-
way for an express bus and HOV lane.

Please reject this current proposal and demand that VDOT fix its study by evaluating more
effective alternatives consistent with our region’s vision for transit-friendly, sustainable
communities. For now, this project is not ready for our regional transportation plan and should
be kept out.

Sincerely,
Ms. Melissa Bondi
1201 N Fillmore St Apt 808 Arlington, VA 22201-2883 melissabondi@gmail.com



Laura Bachle

From: Laura Bonkosky (laura.bonkosky@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
<kwautomail@phone2action.com>

Sent: Wednesday, June 5, 2024 9:38 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Remove the Southside Express Lanes Widening Project from Visualize 2050

Dear Transportation Planning Board,

Adding more lanes is always a losing proposition- more lanes will bring more cars to the road
and more congestion. The end result is we still have the same terrible traffic and even more
greenhouse gasses, Code Red air, and more global warming. Expand and support metro and
other rail routes to get more cars off the road, not addd more.

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Express toll lanes project proposed by the Virginia
Department of Transportation from the regional long range transportation plan, Visualize
2050.

This project would expand the Beltway from Springfield, Virginia to Oxon Hill, Maryland with
toll lanes. This would move the bottleneck on the Beltway from Virginia into Maryland and is
expected to generate more traffic that will feed into local streets. This project is inconsistent
with the goals of the Transportation Planning Board to reduce on-road greenhouse gas
emissions 50 percent by 2030 and 80 percent by 2050. It would also increase air, water, and
noise pollution, including on local Oxon Hill roads adjacent to the Beltway.

Currently, the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority is studying a plan to extend the
Blue Line to National Harbor. The Southside Express toll lane expansion would impede these
efforts by taking space reserved for Metrorail on the Woodrow Wilson Bridge.

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Project from the regional transportation plan
during the June 20 meeting. Additionally, vote to remove all other segments of the Beltway
and I-270 from the plan and re-evaluate the 900 miles of highway expansion projects in light of
our climate goals. Instead of highway expansion, better public transit including the Blue line
extension of metro, transit oriented development, and Transportation Demand Management
are solutions that will actually reduce congestion while cutting climate pollution, improving
public health, and increasing access to jobs, education, and healthcare for residents across the
region.

Sincerely,



Laura Bonkosky

19 Ridge Rd Unit T
Greenbelt, MD 20770
laura.bonkosky@gmail.com
(301) 908-6899

This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual
associated with Sierra Club. If you need more information, please contact Member Care at
Sierra Club at member.care@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5673.



Laura Bachle

From: carolyn.l.boyd@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Carolyn Boyd
<carolyn.l.boyd@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Saturday, June 15, 2024 12:16 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s flawed proposal to widen 1-495 from Springfield
to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the promised future
Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto connecting streets in
Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

The agency’s 495 Southside Express Lanes study also failed to examine a comprehensive
alternative combining transit, transit-oriented development, and travel demand management.
VDOT is ignoring our region’s transit-oriented development and climate change goals. VDOT
also has failed to thoroughly examine feasible near-term solutions to use available right-of-
way for an express bus and HOV lane.

| am homeowner living in the Huntington Metro area. I've lived in this area many years, and
the traffic gets worse each year, but | had hoped when they rebuilt the WW Bridge they would
have put in the metro line then. Lane expansion will just bring more vehicles.

Please reject this current proposal and demand that VDOT fix its study by evaluating more
effective alternatives consistent with our region’s vision for transit-friendly, sustainable
communities. For now, this project is not ready for our regional transportation plan and should
be kept out.



Sincerely,
Mrs. Carolyn Boyd
2429 Huntington Park Dr Alexandria, VA 22303-2256 carolyn.l.boyd@gmail.com



Laura Bachle

From: bradlem3@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Marshall Bradley <bradlem3
@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Thursday, June 6, 2024 12:41 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s flawed proposal to widen 1-495 from Springfield
to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the promised future
Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto connecting streets in
Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

The agency’s 495 Southside Express Lanes study also failed to examine a comprehensive
alternative combining transit, transit-oriented development, and travel demand management.
VDOT is ignoring our region’s transit-oriented development and climate change goals. VDOT
also has failed to thoroughly examine feasible near-term solutions to use available right-of-
way for an express bus and HOV lane.

Please reject this current proposal and demand that VDOT fix its study by evaluating more
effective alternatives consistent with our region’s vision for transit-friendly, sustainable
communities. For now, this project is not ready for our regional transportation plan and should
be kept out.

Sincerely,
Mr. Marshall Bradley
851 N Glebe Rd Apt 315 Arlington, VA 22203-4150 bradlem3@gmail.com



Laura Bachle

From: Brenda Braham (bbraham@earthlink.net) Sent You a Personal Message
<kwautomail@phone2action.com>

Sent: Wednesday, June 5, 2024 10:54 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Remove the Southside Express Lanes Widening Project from Visualize 2050

Dear Transportation Planning Board,

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Express toll lanes project proposed by the Virginia
Department of Transportation from the regional long range transportation plan, Visualize
2050.

This project would expand the Beltway from Springfield, Virginia to Oxon Hill, Maryland with
toll lanes. This would move the bottleneck on the Beltway from Virginia into Maryland and is
expected to generate more traffic that will feed into local streets. This project is inconsistent
with the goals of the Transportation Planning Board to reduce on-road greenhouse gas
emissions 50 percent by 2030 and 80 percent by 2050. It would also increase air, water, and
noise pollution, including on local Oxon Hill roads adjacent to the Beltway.

Currently, the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority is studying a plan to extend the
Blue Line to National Harbor. The Southside Express toll lane expansion would impede these
efforts by taking space reserved for Metrorail on the Woodrow Wilson Bridge.

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Project from the regional transportation plan
during the June 20 meeting. Additionally, vote to remove all other segments of the Beltway
and I-270 from the plan and re-evaluate the 900 miles of highway expansion projects in light of
our climate goals. Instead of highway expansion, better public transit including the Blue line
extension of metro, transit oriented development, and Transportation Demand Management
are solutions that will actually reduce congestion while cutting climate pollution, improving
public health, and increasing access to jobs, education, and healthcare for residents across the
region.

Sincerely,

Brenda Braham

12217 Peach Crest Dr Apt C
Germantown, MD 20874
bbraham@earthlink.net



(301) 540-5383

This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual
associated with Sierra Club. If you need more information, please contact Member Care at
Sierra Club at member.care@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5673.



Laura Bachle

From: Andrew Brailey <anbrailey@gmail.com>

Sent: Monday, June 17, 2024 9:56 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Public Comment in re 6.20.24 Item 7 1-495 Southside Express Lanes

Transportation Planning Board members:

| hope this email finds you well.

| am writing to oppose the inclusion of a project in your "Visualize" master plan that uses space on the Woodrow Wilson
Bridge reserved for future transit to add toll lanes instead. Once built, it is very unlikely that the lanes will be
surrendered for rail. If the bridge is capacity constrained, then why are we choosing a low-capacity mode (a highway
lane) rather than a high capacity mode (a railway) to address the issue?

Please ask VDOT to invest in a more comprehensive study of alternatives, including direct transit investments and tolling
of existing vehicle lanes to relieve congestion. Our region needs to make it easier to move around without a car, and not
easier to drive places, especially if we are going to meet our climate obligations.

Thank you for your consideration,

Andrew Brailey



Laura Bachle

From: Elizabeth Brandt (liesel.beta@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
<kwautomail@phone2action.com>

Sent: Wednesday, June 5, 2024 7:12 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Remove the Southside Express Lanes Widening Project from Visualize 2050

Dear Transportation Planning Board,

It just makes no sense that there is no public transit option that can take people over the
beltway bridge bridge. My sister, like so many others, commutes between silver spring and
northern VA. Metro over the bridge would allow her to commute without driving- a total
benefit for all of us impacted by air and climate pollution generated by cars. I?m tired of
endless roadway expansion, with little to no reduction in traffic.

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Express toll lanes project proposed by the Virginia
Department of Transportation from the regional long range transportation plan, Visualize
2050.

This project would expand the Beltway from Springfield, Virginia to Oxon Hill, Maryland with
toll lanes. This would move the bottleneck on the Beltway from Virginia into Maryland and is
expected to generate more traffic that will feed into local streets. This project is inconsistent
with the goals of the Transportation Planning Board to reduce on-road greenhouse gas
emissions 50 percent by 2030 and 80 percent by 2050. It would also increase air, water, and
noise pollution, including on local Oxon Hill roads adjacent to the Beltway.

Currently, the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority is studying a plan to extend the
Blue Line to National Harbor. The Southside Express toll lane expansion would impede these
efforts by taking space reserved for Metrorail on the Woodrow Wilson Bridge.

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Project from the regional transportation plan
during the June 20 meeting. Additionally, vote to remove all other segments of the Beltway
and I-270 from the plan and re-evaluate the 900 miles of highway expansion projects in light of
our climate goals. Instead of highway expansion, better public transit including the Blue line
extension of metro, transit oriented development, and Transportation Demand Management
are solutions that will actually reduce congestion while cutting climate pollution, improving
public health, and increasing access to jobs, education, and healthcare for residents across the
region.



Sincerely,

Elizabeth Brandt

8510 Grubb Rd

Chevy Chase, MD 20815
liesel.beta@gmail.com
(206) 697-2064

This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual
associated with Sierra Club. If you need more information, please contact Member Care at
Sierra Club at member.care@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5673.



Laura Bachle

From: pprsche@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Peter Braun
<pprsche@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Tuesday, June 18, 2024 7:58 AM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s flawed proposal to widen 1-495 from Springfield
to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the promised future
Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto connecting streets in
Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

The agency’s 495 Southside Express Lanes study also failed to examine a comprehensive
alternative combining transit, transit-oriented development, and travel demand management.
VDOT is ignoring our region’s transit-oriented development and climate change goals. VDOT
also has failed to thoroughly examine feasible near-term solutions to use available right-of-
way for an express bus and HOV lane.

Please reject this current proposal and demand that VDOT fix its study by evaluating more
effective alternatives consistent with our region’s vision for transit-friendly, sustainable
communities. For now, this project is not ready for our regional transportation plan and should
be kept out.

Sincerely,

Mr. Peter Braun

7801 Elba Rd Alexandria, VA 22306-2559
pprsche@aol.com



Laura Bachle

From: Benjamin Bray <benjamincbray@gmail.com>

Sent: Monday, June 17, 2024 5:37 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Public Comment in re 6.20.24 Item 7 1-495 Southside Express Lanes

Transportation Planning Board members:

| am writing to oppose the inclusion of a project in your "Visualize" master plan that uses space on the Woodrow Wilson
Bridge reserved for future transit to add toll lanes instead. It is implausible that a tolling company would give up
revenue-generating space for heavy rail transit without significant payments that would substantially increase the cost
of a WMATA Blue Line Loop. Moreover, VDOT's concept documentation shows a rosy prediction of the engineering
constraints for adding Metrorail within the limited width of any HOT lanes that would be built.

Please do not accept these concept renderings as viable and ask VDOT to invest in a more comprehensive study of
alternatives, including direct transit investments and tolling of existing vehicle lanes to relieve congestion. Our region
needs to make it easier to move around without a car, and not easier to drive places.

Thank you for your consideration,
Benjamin Bray



Laura Bachle

From: Dominic Brazina <dbrazina21@gmail.com>

Sent: Monday, June 17, 2024 12:36 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Public Comment for July 20th Item 7 Visualize 2050 - 1-495 Southside Express lanes
Projects

Hello to who this may concern,

I'm writing in opposition to the use of the reserved median space on the Woodrow Wilson Bridge for auto travel. As the
bridge median was originally built to support rail transit, and is a critical component of WMATA's long range blue line
plans to extend metro from Alexandria to National Harbor, it is necessary preserve this key right of way. Should auto
lanes, built here it would undoubtedly preclude any future investment in building a metro network that can adequately
serve our region.

Dominic Brazina

Virginia Tech Alum, Class of 2023
E: dbrazina2l@gmail.com

P: 703-508-9851




Laura Bachle

From: Wayne Breslyn (waynebreslyn@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
<kwautomail@phone2action.com>

Sent: Saturday, June 15, 2024 9:37 AM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Remove the Southside Express Lanes Widening Project from Visualize 2050

Dear Transportation Planning Board,

Metro is my go to form of transportation. | want my tax money going to maintain and develop
Metro rather than being wasted on expensive and unfair toll lanes.

Please vote to remove the I-495 Southside Express toll lanes project proposed by the Virginia
Department of Transportation from the regional long range transportation plan, Visualize
2050.

This project would expand the Beltway from Springfield, Virginia to Oxon Hill, Maryland with
toll lanes. This would move the bottleneck on the Beltway from Virginia into Maryland and is
expected to generate more traffic that will feed into local streets. This project is inconsistent
with the goals of the Transportation Planning Board to reduce on-road greenhouse gas
emissions 50 percent by 2030 and 80 percent by 2050. It would also increase air, water, and
noise pollution, including on local Oxon Hill roads adjacent to the Beltway.

Currently, the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority is studying a plan to extend the
Blue Line to National Harbor. The Southside Express toll lane expansion would impede these
efforts by taking space reserved for Metrorail on the Woodrow Wilson Bridge.

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Project from the regional transportation plan
during the June 20 meeting. Additionally, vote to remove all other segments of the Beltway
and 1-270 from the plan and re-evaluate the 900 miles of highway expansion projects in light of
our climate goals. Instead of highway expansion, better public transit including the Blue line
extension of metro, transit oriented development, and Transportation Demand Management
are solutions that will actually reduce congestion while cutting climate pollution, improving
public health, and increasing access to jobs, education, and healthcare for residents across the
region.

Sincerely,

Wayne Breslyn



1916 Stanley Avenue
Rockville, MD 20851
waynebreslyn@gmail.com
(301) 230-2545

This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual
associated with Sierra Club. If you need more information, please contact Member Care at
Sierra Club at member.care@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5673.



Laura Bachle

From: Holly Brewer (hbrewer@umd.edu) Sent You a Personal Message
<kwautomail@phone2action.com>

Sent: Wednesday, June 5, 2024 7:10 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Remove the Southside Express Lanes Widening Project from Visualize 2050

Dear Transportation Planning Board,

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Express toll lanes project proposed by the Virginia
Department of Transportation from the regional long range transportation plan, Visualize
2050.

This project would expand the Beltway from Springfield, Virginia to Oxon Hill, Maryland with
toll lanes. This would move the bottleneck on the Beltway from Virginia into Maryland and is
expected to generate more traffic that will feed into local streets. This project is inconsistent
with the goals of the Transportation Planning Board to reduce on-road greenhouse gas
emissions 50 percent by 2030 and 80 percent by 2050. It would also increase air, water, and
noise pollution, including on local Oxon Hill roads adjacent to the Beltway.

Currently, the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority is studying a plan to extend the
Blue Line to National Harbor. The Southside Express toll lane expansion would impede these
efforts by taking space reserved for Metrorail on the Woodrow Wilson Bridge.

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Project from the regional transportation plan
during the June 20 meeting. Additionally, vote to remove all other segments of the Beltway
and I-270 from the plan and re-evaluate the 900 miles of highway expansion projects in light of
our climate goals. Instead of highway expansion, better public transit including the Blue line
extension of metro, transit oriented development, and Transportation Demand Management
are solutions that will actually reduce congestion while cutting climate pollution, improving
public health, and increasing access to jobs, education, and healthcare for residents across the
region.

Sincerely,

Holly Brewer

3806 Calverton Dr
University Park, MD 20782
hbrewer@umd.edu



(919) 522-5565

This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual
associated with Sierra Club. If you need more information, please contact Member Care at
Sierra Club at member.care@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5673.



Laura Bachle

From: bright.sock7265@fastmail.com

Sent: Monday, June 17, 2024 10:39 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Public Comment for 1-495 Southside Express Lanes

How about no to the toll lane? Stop building more car infrastructure.

If this is a short-medium term revenue ploy, DC gov can do better than privatizing a chunk of our limited VA to DC and
DC to VA infrastructure.

If it's intended to discourage driving then try adding speed cameras, bike lanes, bus routes, and metro lines, which are
actually proven to reduce car traffic, pollution, and unsafe driving

Public transit infrastructure is the only course of action that supports a livable and navigable future for DC and the DMV.
| have a few sources | could cite, but I'd rather be poignant. Generative Al scrapes most of our societies data and distills
it. It has many faults, but summary lists tend to be quite comprehensive. Even with a typo in my question, a quick Al

search gets it. See the search link and summary result below, and notice what isn't there.

https://search.brave.com/search?g=what+improve+transportation+in+cities&source=web&summary=1&summary og=
bc8be2d00f2556d39da0fa

what improve transportation in cities

Transportation is a crucial aspect of urban life, and cities around the world are constantly seeking innovative ways to
improve their transportation systems. Here are some effective ways to improve transportation in cities:

1. Invest in Public Transit: Developing efficient and reliable public transportation systems can reduce congestion,
decrease air pollution, and increase mobility for citizens.

2. Promote Alternative Modes of Transportation: Encourage the use of bicycles, electric scooters, and walking by
providing dedicated lanes, bike-share programs, and pedestrian-friendly infrastructure.

3. Improve Public Transportation Infrastructure: Upgrade bus and train stations, and invest in modern, efficient vehicles
to reduce emissions and increase capacity.

4. Implement Smart Traffic Management: Utilize technology, such as intelligent traffic signals and real-time traffic
monitoring, to optimize traffic flow and reduce congestion.

5. Encourage Carpooling and Ride-Sharing: Incentivize carpooling and ride-sharing through preferential parking,
reduced tolls, and other benefits.

6. Develop Autonomous Vehicles: Invest in autonomous vehicle technology to improve safety, reduce traffic
congestion, and enhance mobility for the elderly and disabled.

7. Enhance Pedestrian-Friendly Infrastructure: Create safe and accessible pedestrian zones, improve street lighting, and
reduce pedestrian-vehicle conflicts.



8. Foster Public-Private Partnerships: Collaborate with private companies to develop innovative transportation
solutions, such as bike-share programs and ride-hailing services.

9. Invest in Non-Motorized Transportation: Develop pedestrian and cycling infrastructure, and promote non-motorized
transportation options to reduce reliance on cars.

10. Monitor and Analyze Traffic Data: Collect and analyze traffic data to identify bottlenecks, optimize traffic flow, and
make data-driven decisions to improve transportation.

11. Implement Congestion Pricing: Charge fees for driving in congested areas to reduce traffic and generate revenue for
transportation infrastructure.

12. Develop Electric Vehicle Infrastructure: Install charging stations and promote the adoption of electric vehicles to
reduce emissions and improve air quality.

13. Foster a Culture of Sustainability: Encourage sustainable transportation habits through education, awareness
campaigns, and incentives for eco-friendly transportation options.

By implementing these strategies, cities can improve transportation systems, reduce congestion, and enhance the
overall quality of life for citizens.



Laura Bachle

From: Brij <patelbrij97@gmail.com>

Sent: Monday, June 17, 2024 3:58 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Public Comment in re 6.20.24 Item 7 1-495 Southside Express Lanes

Transportation Planning Board members:

| am writing to oppose the inclusion of a project in your "Visualize" master plan that uses space on the Woodrow Wilson
Bridge reserved for future transit to add toll lanes instead. It is implausible that a tolling company would give up
revenue-generating space for heavy rail transit without significant payments that would substantially increase the cost
of a WMATA Blue Line Loop. Moreover, VDOT's concept documentation shows a rosy prediction of the engineering
constraints for adding Metrorail within the limited width of any HOT lanes that would be built.

Please do not accept these concept renderings as viable and ask VDOT to invest in a more comprehensive study of
alternatives, including direct transit investments and tolling of existing vehicle lanes to relieve congestion. Our region

needs to make it easier to move around without a car, and not easier to drive places.

Thank you for your consideration



Laura Bachle

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Mark Brochman <noreply@adv.actionnetwork.org>
Sunday, June 16, 2024 8:37 AM

TPBcomment

Remove the Southside Express Lanes from Visualize 2050

Transportation Planning Board ,
Dear TPB Member:

When the Transportation Planning Board (TPB) meets this month to finalize Visualize 2050, |
urge you to vote to remove the Southside Express Lanes from the transportation plan.
Construction of the Southside Express Lanes would block a future extension of Metro’s Blue
Line over the Woodrow Wilson Bridge. Instead of resolving congestion, it would shift a
bottleneck from Springfield to Oxon Hill. Moreover, the Southside Express Lanes are
inconsistent with TPB’s goals to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by reducing vehicle miles
traveled.

The Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority (WMATA) is currently studying a plan to
extend the Blue Line, including an extension over the Woodrow Wilson Bridge. A Blue Line
extension would not only address congestion in a more effective way than adding toll lanes to
the Beltway, but do so in in a sustainable way. WMATA's plan would also provide new transit
service to many communities including Alexandria, Rosslyn, Georgetown, Downtown DC,

Navy Yard, Buzzard Point, St. Elizabeths, Forest Heights, Oxon Hill and National Harbor.

The existing bottleneck at Springfield is emblematic of an inherent defect in toll lanes: They
induce more traffic and then create severe congestion where toll lanes end and that traffic
must merge into general lanes. VDOT'’s plan to shift congestion to Oxon Hill and block future

Metrorail would worsen regional transportation conditions.
We urge members of the TPB to remove the Southside Express Lanes from Visualize 2050.

Mark Brochman
brochmark@yahoo.com

8305 Roanoke Ave.

Takoma Park, Maryland 20912






Laura Bachle

From: smtsbh25@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Stephanie Brown <smtsb25
@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Thursday, June 6, 2024 10:25 AM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s flawed proposal to widen 1-495 from Springfield
to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the promised future
Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto connecting streets in
Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

The agency’s 495 Southside Express Lanes study also failed to examine a comprehensive
alternative combining transit, transit-oriented development, and travel demand management.
VDOT is ignoring our region’s transit-oriented development and climate change goals. VDOT
also has failed to thoroughly examine feasible near-term solutions to use available right-of-
way for an express bus and HOV lane.

We need you to hear from us, your constituents, and not cater to developers or be distracted
by your future political ambitions.

The state of Virginia would impose even more traffic problems for the citizens/taxpayers of
Maryland. How can they do that? We need YOU to speak for the citizens of Maryland to

oppose this proposed action.

Thank you.



Please reject this current proposal and demand that VDOT fix its study by evaluating more
effective alternatives consistent with our region’s vision for transit-friendly, sustainable
communities. For now, this project is not ready for our regional transportation plan and should
be kept out.

Sincerely,
Mrs. Stephanie Brown
3104 Lowe Ln Fort Washington, MD 20744-1439 smtsb25@yahoo.com



Laura Bachle

From: bitsybullock818@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Marie Bullock <bitsybullock818
@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Sunday, June 16, 2024 3:58 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s flawed proposal to widen 1-495 from Springfield
to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the promised future
Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto connecting streets in
Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

The agency’s 495 Southside Express Lanes study also failed to examine a comprehensive
alternative combining transit, transit-oriented development, and travel demand management.
VDOT is ignoring our region’s transit-oriented development and climate change goals. VDOT
also has failed to thoroughly examine feasible near-term solutions to use available right-of-
way for an express bus and HOV lane.

Please reject this current proposal and demand that VDOT fix its study by evaluating more
effective alternatives consistent with our region’s vision for transit-friendly, sustainable
communities. For now, this project is not ready for our regional transportation plan and should
be kept out.

Sincerely,
Dr Marie Bullock
5901 Mount Eagle Dr Apt 714 Alexandria, VA 22303-2508 bitsybullock818 @gmail.com



Laura Bachle

From: Barry Buchbinder (bbuchbinder@alum.mit.edu) Sent You a Personal Message
<kwautomail@phone2action.com>

Sent: Wednesday, June 5, 2024 7:17 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Remove the Southside Express Lanes Widening Project from Visualize 2050

Dear Transportation Planning Board,

| believe that any extra lanes should be available to everyone, not just to people willing to pay.
That belief extends to existing beltway toll lanes, not jut the proposed expansion. | also
believe that expansion of the Metro system is desirable, for both traffic and environmental
reasons.

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Express toll lanes project proposed by the Virginia
Department of Transportation from the regional long range transportation plan, Visualize
2050.

This project would expand the Beltway from Springfield, Virginia to Oxon Hill, Maryland with
toll lanes. This would move the bottleneck on the Beltway from Virginia into Maryland and is
expected to generate more traffic that will feed into local streets. This project is inconsistent
with the goals of the Transportation Planning Board to reduce on-road greenhouse gas
emissions 50 percent by 2030 and 80 percent by 2050. It would also increase air, water, and
noise pollution, including on local Oxon Hill roads adjacent to the Beltway.

Currently, the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority is studying a plan to extend the
Blue Line to National Harbor. The Southside Express toll lane expansion would impede these
efforts by taking space reserved for Metrorail on the Woodrow Wilson Bridge.

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Project from the regional transportation plan
during the June 20 meeting. Additionally, vote to remove all other segments of the Beltway
and 1-270 from the plan and re-evaluate the 900 miles of highway expansion projects in light of
our climate goals. Instead of highway expansion, better public transit including the Blue line
extension of metro, transit oriented development, and Transportation Demand Management
are solutions that will actually reduce congestion while cutting climate pollution, improving
public health, and increasing access to jobs, education, and healthcare for residents across the
region.

Sincerely,



Barry Buchbinder

806 College Pkwy.

Rockville, MD 20850
bbuchbinder@alum.mit.edu
(301) 424-3813

This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual
associated with Sierra Club. If you need more information, please contact Member Care at
Sierra Club at member.care@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5673.



Laura Bachle

From: Bryce Bundens <186brycel@gmail.com>

Sent: Saturday, June 15, 2024 9:45 AM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Please remove 1495 widening/ express lanes from Visualize 2050

Good morning, MWCOG TPB,

Please remove the 1495 express lanes / widening project from the region’s Visualize 2050 plan- this project plan
significantly limits and disregards sustainable transportation options across one of the most important transportation
connectors in the region.

Express lanes will not mitigate congestion; they will induce further demand for driving on the bridge and incentivize
communities on either side to become even more sprawled and auto-centric. Most importantly, they will take up
valuable space from possible transit projects. Reserve this space for transit only.

Specifically, Metrorail should occupy the limited space on the bridge- which has been engineered and built to support
rail. Metro is our region’s economic engine, enabling people to access amenities / businesses, travel, and connect
communities- it’s the main reason my family and friends live in the region. My wife and | are young in our 20s, do not
own a car, and none of our friends do. We never intend to! If our taxes are used to fund the express lane project, we
would never benefit- if they were used to fund metro, everyone would benefit from less traffic, increased access,
cleaner air, thriving businesses, and equitable connections. Even though it's more expensive, and might take longer-
public transit is a far better investment in the region.

Metro’s most popular near term expansion plan includes rail across the bridge for the Blue Line Loop- this direct conflict
necessitates an intentional choice from our regional planning leaders at TPB. The Visualize 2050 plan process should not
be a game of “who can plan their project first”- rather this is an opportunity to reshape the direction the region is going
in to invest in a walkable and transit accessible future, rather than enabling further car dependent sprawl.

Please prioritize Metro over endlessly giving cars more and more space. 8 lanes is plenty! Please reserve the extra 4
lanes proposed for transit, and remove the express lanes from the Visualize 2050 plan.

Peace, hope, and joy,
Bryce G. Bundens



Laura Bachle

From: rlburgess23@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Ryan Burgess <rlburgess23
@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Monday, June 3, 2024 9:56 AM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s misguided proposal to widen 1-495 from
Springfield to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the
promised future Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto
connecting streets in Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

| do not support this project. It will not meet the region's transportation and climate goals, and
will only deepen its dependence on car-dependent infrastructure. There is a better way to
move people, and the bridge already supports future Metrorail development. Please keep that
option.

Please reject this current proposal and demand that VDOT fix its study by evaluating more
effective alternatives consistent with our region’s vision for transit-friendly, sustainable
communities. For now, this project is not ready for our regional transportation plan and should
be kept out.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Mr. Ryan Burgess
2702 Wisconsin Ave NW Washington, DC 20007-4670 rlburgess23@gmail.com

1



Laura Bachle

From: rlburgess23@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Ryan Burgess <rlburgess23
@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Thursday, June 6, 2024 10:26 AM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s flawed proposal to widen 1-495 from Springfield
to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the promised future
Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto connecting streets in
Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

More highway lanes are an inefficient, impractical, and irresponsible use of taxpayer dollars.
Please ensure that the remaining lanes on the Woodrow Wilson Bridge are used for WMATA.

Please reject this current proposal and demand that VDOT fix its study by evaluating more
effective alternatives consistent with our region’s vision for transit-friendly, sustainable
communities. For now, this project is not ready for our regional transportation plan and should
be kept out.

Sincerely,
Mr. Ryan Burgess
2702 Wisconsin Ave NW Washington, DC 20007-4670 rlburgess23@gmail.com



Laura Bachle

From: abigailburman@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Abigail Burman
<abigailburman@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Monday, June 17, 2024 9:49 AM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s flawed proposal to widen 1-495 from Springfield
to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the promised future
Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto connecting streets in
Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

The agency’s 495 Southside Express Lanes study also failed to examine a comprehensive
alternative combining transit, transit-oriented development, and travel demand management.
VDOT is ignoring our region’s transit-oriented development and climate change goals. VDOT
also has failed to thoroughly examine feasible near-term solutions to use available right-of-
way for an express bus and HOV lane.

Please reject this current proposal and demand that VDOT fix its study by evaluating more
effective alternatives consistent with our region’s vision for transit-friendly, sustainable
communities. For now, this project is not ready for our regional transportation plan and should
be kept out.

Sincerely,
Ms Abigail Burman
1111 Columbia Rd NW Washington, DC 20009-5351 abigailburman@gmail.com



Laura Bachle

From: harperpb@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Peter H Burris
<harperpb@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Monday, June 3, 2024 10:06 AM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s misguided proposal to widen 1-495 from
Springfield to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the
promised future Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto
connecting streets in Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

The agency’s 495 Southside Express Lanes study also failed to examine a comprehensive
alternative combining transit, transit-oriented development, and travel demand management.
VDOT is ignoring our region’s transit-oriented development and climate change goals. VDOT
also has failed to thoroughly examine feasible near-term solutions to use available right-of-
way for an express bus and HOV lane.

Please reject this current proposal and demand that VDOT fix its study by evaluating more
effective alternatives consistent with our region’s vision for transit-friendly, sustainable
communities. For now, this project is not ready for our regional transportation plan and should
be kept out.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Mr Peter H Burris



1007 N Vail St Alexandria, VA 22304-1939 harperpb@gmail.com



Laura Bachle

From: pdjburton@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Patricia Burton
<pdjburton@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Thursday, June 6, 2024 11:12 AM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s flawed proposal to widen 1-495 from Springfield
to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the promised future
Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto connecting streets in
Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

The agency’s 495 Southside Express Lanes study also failed to examine a comprehensive
alternative combining transit, transit-oriented development, and travel demand management.
VDOT is ignoring our region’s transit-oriented development and climate change goals. VDOT
also has failed to thoroughly examine feasible near-term solutions to use available right-of-
way for an express bus and HOV lane.

Please reject this current proposal and demand that VDOT fix its study by evaluating more
effective alternatives consistent with our region’s vision for transit-friendly, sustainable
communities. For now, this project is not ready for our regional transportation plan and should
be kept out.

Sincerely,
Ms. Patricia Burton
334 W Deer Park Rd Gaithersburg, MD 20877-1687 pdjburton@yahoo.com



Laura Bachle

From: Lisa Buschmann (mlbuschmann@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
<kwautomail@phone2action.com>

Sent: Thursday, June 6, 2024 12:32 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Remove the Southside Express Lanes Widening Project from Visualize 2050

Dear Transportation Planning Board,

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Express toll lanes project proposed by the Virginia
Department of Transportation from the regional long range transportation plan, Visualize
2050.

This project would expand the Beltway from Springfield, Virginia to Oxon Hill, Maryland with
toll lanes. This would move the bottleneck on the Beltway from Virginia into Maryland and is
expected to generate more traffic that will feed into local streets. This project is inconsistent
with the goals of the Transportation Planning Board to reduce on-road greenhouse gas
emissions 50 percent by 2030 and 80 percent by 2050. It would also increase air, water, and
noise pollution, including on local Oxon Hill roads adjacent to the Beltway.

Currently, the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority is studying a plan to extend the
Blue Line to National Harbor. The Southside Express toll lane expansion would impede these
efforts by taking space reserved for Metrorail on the Woodrow Wilson Bridge.

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Project from the regional transportation plan
during the June 20 meeting. Additionally, vote to remove all other segments of the Beltway
and I-270 from the plan and re-evaluate the 900 miles of highway expansion projects in light of
our climate goals. Instead of highway expansion, better public transit including the Blue line
extension of metro, transit oriented development, and Transportation Demand Management
are solutions that will actually reduce congestion while cutting climate pollution, improving
public health, and increasing access to jobs, education, and healthcare for residents across the
region.

Sincerely,

Lisa Buschmann

617 Mclntyre Rd

Rockville, MD 20851
mlbuschmann@gmail.com



(301) 424-9042

This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual
associated with Sierra Club. If you need more information, please contact Member Care at
Sierra Club at member.care@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5673.



Laura Bachle

From: buschwacker87 @everyactioncustom.com on behalf of WILLIAM BUSCHUR
<buschwacker87@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Thursday, June 6, 2024 11:05 AM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s flawed proposal to widen 1-495 from Springfield
to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the promised future
Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto connecting streets in
Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

| understand that VDOT’s 495 Southside Express Lanes study also failed to examine a
comprehensive alternative combining transit, transit-oriented development, and travel
demand management. VDOT is ignoring our region’s transit-oriented development and climate
change goals. VDOT also has failed to thoroughly examine feasible near-term solutions to use
available right-of-way for an express bus and HOV lane.

Please reject this current proposal and demand that VDOT fix its study by evaluating more
effective alternatives consistent with our region’s vision for transit-friendly, sustainable
communities. For now, this project is not ready for our regional transportation plan and should
be kept out.

Sincerely,
Mr. WILLIAM BUSCHUR
2181 Jamieson Ave Unit 701 Alexandria, VA 22314-5749 buschwacker87@gmail.com



Laura Bachle

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Paul Butterworth <noreply@adv.actionnetwork.org>
Friday, June 14, 2024 5:23 PM

TPBcomment

Remove the Southside Express Lanes from Visualize 2050

Transportation Planning Board ,
Dear TPB Member:

When the Transportation Planning Board (TPB) meets this month to finalize Visualize 2050, |
urge you to vote to remove the Southside Express Lanes from the transportation plan.
Construction of the Southside Express Lanes would block a future extension of Metro’s Blue
Line over the Woodrow Wilson Bridge. Instead of resolving congestion, it would shift a
bottleneck from Springfield to Oxon Hill. Moreover, the Southside Express Lanes are
inconsistent with TPB’s goals to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by reducing vehicle miles
traveled.

The Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority (WMATA) is currently studying a plan to
extend the Blue Line, including an extension over the Woodrow Wilson Bridge. A Blue Line
extension would not only address congestion in a more effective way than adding toll lanes to
the Beltway, but do so in in a sustainable way. WMATA's plan would also provide new transit
service to many communities including Alexandria, Rosslyn, Georgetown, Downtown DC,
Navy Yard, Buzzard Point, St. Elizabeths, Forest Heights, Oxon Hill and National Harbor.

The existing bottleneck at Springfield is emblematic of an inherent defect in toll lanes: They
induce more traffic and then create severe congestion where toll lanes end and that traffic
must merge into general lanes. VDOT'’s plan to shift congestion to Oxon Hill and block future

Metrorail would worsen regional transportation conditions.
We urge members of the TPB to remove the Southside Express Lanes from Visualize 2050.

Paul Butterworth
paulstewartbutterworth@yahoo.com
7826 Vanity Fair Drive

Greenbelt, Maryland 20770






Laura Bachle

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Paul Butterworth <noreply@adv.actionnetwork.org>
Monday, June 17, 2024 10:37 PM

TPBcomment

Remove the Southside Express Lanes from Visualize 2050

Transportation Planning Board ,
Dear TPB Member:

When the Transportation Planning Board (TPB) meets this month to finalize Visualize 2050, |
urge you to vote to remove the Southside Express Lanes from the transportation plan.
Construction of the Southside Express Lanes would block a future extension of Metro’s Blue
Line over the Woodrow Wilson Bridge. Instead of resolving congestion, it would shift a
bottleneck from Springfield to Oxon Hill. Moreover, the Southside Express Lanes are
inconsistent with TPB’s goals to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by reducing vehicle miles

traveled.

The Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority (WMATA) is currently studying a plan to
extend the Blue Line, including an extension over the Woodrow Wilson Bridge. A Blue Line
extension would not only address congestion in a more effective way than adding toll lanes to
the Beltway, but do so in in a sustainable way. WMATA's plan would also provide new transit
service to many communities including Alexandria, Rosslyn, Georgetown, Downtown DC,

Navy Yard, Buzzard Point, St. Elizabeths, Forest Heights, Oxon Hill and National Harbor.

The existing bottleneck at Springfield is emblematic of an inherent defect in toll lanes: They
induce more traffic and then create severe congestion where toll lanes end and that traffic
must merge into general lanes. VDOT's plan to shift congestion to Oxon Hill and block future

Metrorail would worsen regional transportation conditions.
We urge members of the TPB to remove the Southside Express Lanes from Visualize 2050.

Paul Butterworth
paulstewartbutterworth@yahoo.com
7826 Vanity Fair Drive

Greenbelt, Maryland 20770






Laura Bachle

From: Clare Callaghan (clare.m.callaghan@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
<kwautomail@phone2action.com>

Sent: Sunday, June 16, 2024 10:26 AM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Remove the Southside Express Lanes Widening Project from Visualize 2050

Dear Transportation Planning Board,

No. Virginia should not build toll lanes into Maryland. Both states own the Wilson Bridge.
Accessing our capitol should not be a privilege of those who can pay tolls. And as a matter of
national security, we should not encircle our capitol with toll lanes owned and operated by a
foreign country.

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Express toll lanes project proposed by the Virginia
Department of Transportation from the regional long range transportation plan, Visualize
2050.

This project would expand the Beltway from Springfield, Virginia to Oxon Hill, Maryland with
toll lanes. This would move the bottleneck on the Beltway from Virginia into Maryland and is
expected to generate more traffic that will feed into local streets. This project is inconsistent
with the goals of the Transportation Planning Board to reduce on-road greenhouse gas
emissions 50 percent by 2030 and 80 percent by 2050. It would also increase air, water, and
noise pollution, including on local Oxon Hill roads adjacent to the Beltway.

Currently, the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority is studying a plan to extend the
Blue Line to National Harbor. The Southside Express toll lane expansion would impede these
efforts by taking space reserved for Metrorail on the Woodrow Wilson Bridge.

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Project from the regional transportation plan
during the June 20 meeting. Additionally, vote to remove all other segments of the Beltway
and I-270 from the plan and re-evaluate the 900 miles of highway expansion projects in light of
our climate goals. Instead of highway expansion, better public transit including the Blue line
extension of metro, transit oriented development, and Transportation Demand Management
are solutions that will actually reduce congestion while cutting climate pollution, improving
public health, and increasing access to jobs, education, and healthcare for residents across the
region.

Sincerely,



Clare Callaghan

824 azalea drive

Rockville, MD 20850
clare.m.callaghan@gmail.com
(301) 424-0540

This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual
associated with Sierra Club. If you need more information, please contact Member Care at
Sierra Club at member.care@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5673.



Laura Bachle

From: Jeffrey Callewaert <callewaertjeffrey@gmail.com>

Sent: Monday, June 17, 2024 1:42 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Public Comment in re 6.20.24 Item 7 1-495 Southside Express Lanes

Transportation Planning Board members:

| am writing to oppose the inclusion of a project in your "Visualize" master plan that uses
space on the Woodrow Wilson Bridge reserved for future transit to add toll lanes instead. It is
implausible that a tolling company would give up revenue-generating space for heavy rail
transit without significant payments that would substantially increase the cost of a WMATA
Blue Line Loop. Moreover, VDOT's concept documentation shows a rosy prediction of the
engineering constraints for adding Metrorail within the limited width of any HOT lanes that
would be built.

Please do not accept these concept renderings as viable and ask VDOT to invest in a more
comprehensive study of alternatives, including direct transit investments and tolling of existing
vehicle lanes to relieve congestion. Our region needs to make it easier to move around
without a car, and not easier to drive places.

Thank you for your consideration



Laura Bachle

From: Diane Cameron (diane@cameronhorgan.com) Sent You a Personal Message
<kwautomail@phone2action.com>

Sent: Saturday, June 15, 2024 9:02 AM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Remove the Southside Express Lanes Widening Project from Visualize 2050

Dear Transportation Planning Board,

We need improved transit access, not highway expansion. | strongly oppose any expansion of
the Beltway and I-270.

Please vote to remove the I-495 Southside Express toll lanes project proposed by the Virginia
Department of Transportation from the regional long range transportation plan, Visualize
2050.

This project would expand the Beltway from Springfield, Virginia to Oxon Hill, Maryland with
toll lanes. This would move the bottleneck on the Beltway from Virginia into Maryland and is
expected to generate more traffic that will feed into local streets. This project is inconsistent
with the goals of the Transportation Planning Board to reduce on-road greenhouse gas
emissions 50 percent by 2030 and 80 percent by 2050. It would also increase air, water, and
noise pollution, including on local Oxon Hill roads adjacent to the Beltway.

Currently, the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority is studying a plan to extend the
Blue Line to National Harbor. The Southside Express toll lane expansion would impede these
efforts by taking space reserved for Metrorail on the Woodrow Wilson Bridge.

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Project from the regional transportation plan
during the June 20 meeting. Additionally, vote to remove all other segments of the Beltway
and 1-270 from the plan and re-evaluate the 900 miles of highway expansion projects in light of
our climate goals. Instead of highway expansion, better public transit including the Blue line
extension of metro, transit oriented development, and Transportation Demand Management
are solutions that will actually reduce congestion while cutting climate pollution, improving
public health, and increasing access to jobs, education, and healthcare for residents across the
region.

Sincerely,

Diane Cameron



3102 Edgewood Road
Kensington, MD 20895
diane@cameronhorgan.com
(301) 933-1210

This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual
associated with Sierra Club. If you need more information, please contact Member Care at
Sierra Club at member.care@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5673.



Laura Bachle

From: mcampscomp@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Mary | Campbell
<mcampscomp@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Thursday, June 6, 2024 2:05 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s flawed proposal to widen 1-495 from Springfield
to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the promised future
Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto connecting streets in
Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

The agency’s 495 Southside Express Lanes study also failed to examine a comprehensive
alternative combining transit, transit-oriented development, and travel demand management.
VDOT is ignoring our region’s transit-oriented development and climate change goals. VDOT
also has failed to thoroughly examine feasible near-term solutions to use available right-of-
way for an express bus and HOV lane.

Please reject this current proposal and demand that VDOT fix its study by evaluating more
effective alternatives consistent with our region’s vision for transit-friendly, sustainable
communities. For now, this project is not ready for our regional transportation plan and should
be kept out.

Sincerely,
Dr. Mary | Campbell
522 Dartmouth Ave Silver Spring, MD 20910-4263 mcampscomp@aol.com



Laura Bachle

From: Allegra Cangelosi (allegracangelosi@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
<kwautomail@phone2action.com>

Sent: Thursday, June 6, 2024 2:28 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Remove the Southside Express Lanes Widening Project from Visualize 2050

Dear Transportation Planning Board,

Please don't act to widen the Beltway and decrease public transit options just when the need
for us to reduce driving is most critical for our region (and planet). Drivers can and will adapt
to congestion by reducing their use of their cars whenever possible. Alternatives to driving are
numerous in our region and should continue to grow.

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Express toll lanes project proposed by the Virginia
Department of Transportation from the regional long range transportation plan, Visualize
2050.

This project would expand the Beltway from Springfield, Virginia to Oxon Hill, Maryland with
toll lanes. This would move the bottleneck on the Beltway from Virginia into Maryland and is
expected to generate more traffic that will feed into local streets. This project is inconsistent
with the goals of the Transportation Planning Board to reduce on-road greenhouse gas
emissions 50 percent by 2030 and 80 percent by 2050. It would also increase air, water, and
noise pollution, including on local Oxon Hill roads adjacent to the Beltway.

Currently, the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority is studying a plan to extend the
Blue Line to National Harbor. The Southside Express toll lane expansion would impede these
efforts by taking space reserved for Metrorail on the Woodrow Wilson Bridge.

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Project from the regional transportation plan
during the June 20 meeting. Additionally, vote to remove all other segments of the Beltway
and I-270 from the plan and re-evaluate the 900 miles of highway expansion projects in light of
our climate goals. Instead of highway expansion, better public transit including the Blue line
extension of metro, transit oriented development, and Transportation Demand Management
are solutions that will actually reduce congestion while cutting climate pollution, improving
public health, and increasing access to jobs, education, and healthcare for residents across the
region.

Sincerely,



Allegra Cangelosi

7410 Cedar Ave

Takoma Park, MD 20912
allegracangelosi@gmail.com
(202) 557-6536

This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual
associated with Sierra Club. If you need more information, please contact Member Care at
Sierra Club at member.care@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5673.



Laura Bachle

From: jennine.carmichael@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Jennine Carmichael
<jennine.carmichael@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Monday, June 3, 2024 6:44 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s misguided proposal to widen 1-495 from
Springfield to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the
promised future Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto
connecting streets in Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

The agency’s 495 Southside Express Lanes study also failed to examine a comprehensive
alternative combining transit, transit-oriented development, and travel demand management.
VDOT is ignoring our region’s transit-oriented development and climate change goals. VDOT
also has failed to thoroughly examine feasible near-term solutions to use available right-of-
way for an express bus and HOV lane.

Please reject this current proposal and demand that VDOT fix its study by evaluating more
effective alternatives consistent with our region’s vision for transit-friendly, sustainable
communities. For now, this project is not ready for our regional transportation plan and should
be kept out.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Ms. Jennine Carmichael



93 14th St NE Washington, DC 20002-8423 jennine.carmichael@gmail.com



Laura Bachle

From: David Carpenter (davidcarpenter4206@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
<kwautomail@phone2action.com>

Sent: Wednesday, June 5, 2024 7:31 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Remove the Southside Express Lanes Widening Project from Visualize 2050

Dear Transportation Planning Board,

The Beltway in this part of my County already has a massive footprint, adding another lane at
the expense of a transit lane is a short-sighted idea.

Please vote to remove the I-495 Southside Express toll lanes project proposed by the Virginia
Department of Transportation from the regional long range transportation plan, Visualize
2050.

This project would expand the Beltway from Springfield, Virginia to Oxon Hill, Maryland with
toll lanes. This would move the bottleneck on the Beltway from Virginia into Maryland and is
expected to generate more traffic that will feed into local streets. This project is inconsistent
with the goals of the Transportation Planning Board to reduce on-road greenhouse gas
emissions 50 percent by 2030 and 80 percent by 2050. It would also increase air, water, and
noise pollution, including on local Oxon Hill roads adjacent to the Beltway.

Currently, the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority is studying a plan to extend the
Blue Line to National Harbor. The Southside Express toll lane expansion would impede these
efforts by taking space reserved for Metrorail on the Woodrow Wilson Bridge.

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Project from the regional transportation plan
during the June 20 meeting. Additionally, vote to remove all other segments of the Beltway
and 1-270 from the plan and re-evaluate the 900 miles of highway expansion projects in light of
our climate goals. Instead of highway expansion, better public transit including the Blue line
extension of metro, transit oriented development, and Transportation Demand Management
are solutions that will actually reduce congestion while cutting climate pollution, improving
public health, and increasing access to jobs, education, and healthcare for residents across the
region.

Sincerely,

David Carpenter



4206 Underwood St

University Park, MD 20782
davidcarpenter4206@gmail.com
(301) 807-7073

This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual
associated with Sierra Club. If you need more information, please contact Member Care at
Sierra Club at member.care@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5673.



Laura Bachle

From: Natalie Carreiro <natalie.em.carreiro@gmail.com>

Sent: Monday, June 17, 2024 5:20 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Public Comment in re 6.20.24 Item 7 1-495 Southside Express Lanes

Transportation Planning Board members:

| am writing to oppose the inclusion of a project in your "Visualize" master plan that uses space on the Woodrow Wilson
Bridge reserved for future transit to add toll lanes instead. It is implausible that a tolling company would give up
revenue-generating space for heavy rail transit without significant payments that would substantially increase the cost
of a WMATA Blue Line Loop. Moreover, VDOT's concept documentation shows a rosy prediction of the engineering
constraints for adding Metrorail within the limited width of any HOT lanes that would be built.

Please do not accept these concept renderings as viable and ask VDOT to invest in a more comprehensive study of
alternatives, including direct transit investments and tolling of existing vehicle lanes to relieve congestion. Our region
needs to make it easier to move around without a car, and not easier to drive places.

Thank you for your consideration
Nat Carreiro

c: 703-254-6163
www.nataliecarreiro.com

UNCSA Design and Production
Stage Properties BFA 2023



Laura Bachle

From: tcarterross@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of T. Carter Ross
<tcarterross@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Thursday, June 6, 2024 1:42 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s flawed proposal to widen 1-495 from Springfield
to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the promised future
Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto connecting streets in
Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

The agency’s 495 Southside Express Lanes study also failed to examine a comprehensive
alternative combining transit, transit-oriented development, and travel demand management.
VDOT is ignoring our region’s transit-oriented development and climate change goals. VDOT
also has failed to thoroughly examine feasible near-term solutions to use available right-of-
way for an express bus and HOV lane.

As someone whose daily commute has at times been through this corridor, | can attest to the
disruption this would cause on the Maryland side of the border with little to no real benefit for
drivers on the Virginia side. The long-term plan has always been to eventually bring Metrorail
across the Wilson Bridge. The region would benefit much more from following through on that
commitment than it would from a flawed, rushed road project.

Please reject this current proposal and demand that VDOT fix its study by evaluating more
effective alternatives consistent with our region’s vision for transit-friendly, sustainable



communities. For now, this project is not ready for our regional transportation plan and should
be kept out.

Sincerely,
Mr. T. Carter Ross
3915 Longfellow St Hyattsville, MD 20781-1743 tcarterross@comcast.net



Laura Bachle

From: Gordon Chaffin <galexanderchaffin@gmail.com>

Sent: Monday, June 17, 2024 6:12 AM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Public Comment in re 6.20.24 Item 7 1-495 Southside Express Lanes

Transportation Planning Board members:

| am writing to oppose the inclusion of a project in your Visualize
2045 master plan that uses space on the Woodrow Wilson Bridge
reserved for future transit to add toll lanes instead. It is
implausible that a tolling company would give up revenue-
generating space for heavy rail transit without significant
payments that would substantially increase the cost of a WMATA
Blue Line Loop. Moreover, VDOT's concept documentation shows a
rosy prediction of the engineering constraints for adding Metrorail
within the limited width of any HOT lanes that would be built.

Please do not accept these concept renderings as viable and ask
VDOT to invest in a more comprehensive study of alternatives,
including direct transit investments and tolling of existing vehicle
lanes to relieve congestion. Our region needs to make it easier to
move around without a car, and not easier to drive places.

Thank you for your consideration

Gordon Chaffin
Infrastructure Expert and Community Volunteer

**| follow the Associated Press and NPR sourcing guidelines If we're corresponding about my email
newsletter. Please preface messages with your requested attribution.**

gordonchaffin@gmail.com and 586-549-0303




Laura Bachle

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

W Chan <noreply@adv.actionnetwork.org>

Friday, June 14, 2024 1:50 PM

TPBcomment

Remove the Southside Express Lanes from Visualize 2050

Transportation Planning Board ,
Dear TPB Member:

Our family has been car free for over 25 years. We depend on Metro and do not support

sacrificing long laid plans for Metro expansion on the Woodrow Wilson Bridge.

When the Transportation Planning Board (TPB) meets this month to finalize Visualize 2050, |
urge you to vote to remove the Southside Express Lanes from the transportation plan.
Construction of the Southside Express Lanes would block a future extension of Metro’s Blue
Line over the Woodrow Wilson Bridge. Instead of resolving congestion, it would shift a
bottleneck from Springfield to Oxon Hill. Moreover, the Southside Express Lanes are
inconsistent with TPB’s goals to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by reducing vehicle miles

traveled.

The Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority (WMATA) is currently studying a plan to
extend the Blue Line, including an extension over the Woodrow Wilson Bridge. A Blue Line
extension would not only address congestion in a more effective way than adding toll lanes to
the Beltway, but do so in in a sustainable way. WMATA's plan would also provide new transit
service to many communities including Alexandria, Rosslyn, Georgetown, Downtown DC,
Navy Yard, Buzzard Point, St. Elizabeths, Forest Heights, Oxon Hill and National Harbor.

The existing bottleneck at Springfield is emblematic of an inherent defect in toll lanes: They
induce more traffic and then create severe congestion where toll lanes end and that traffic
must merge into general lanes. VDOT'’s plan to shift congestion to Oxon Hill and block future

Metrorail would worsen regional transportation conditions.
We urge members of the TPB to remove the Southside Express Lanes from Visualize 2050.

W Chan

goodstuffnow@gmail.com



7710 Woodmont Ave
Bethesda, Georgia 30814



Laura Bachle

From: Hector Chang <hectorchang@outlook.com>

Sent: Monday, June 17, 2024 10:15 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Public Comment in re 6.20.24 Item 7 1-495 Southside Express Lanes

Dear Transportation Planning Board members,

| am writing to oppose the inclusion of a project in the "Visualize" master plan that uses space on the Woodrow Wilson
Bridge reserved for future transit to add toll lanes instead. This would deviate from the original intention of the bridge
and would make adding rail service to the bridge nearly impossible for at least 1-2 generations of Washington-area
residents.

It is implausible that a tolling company would give up revenue-generating space for heavy rail transit without significant
payments that would substantially increase the cost of a WMATA Blue Line Loop. Moreover, VDOT's concept
documentation shows a rosy prediction of the engineering constraints for adding Metrorail within the limited width of
any HOT lanes that would be built.

Please do not accept these concept renderings as viable and ask VDOT to invest in a more comprehensive study of
alternatives, including direct transit investments and tolling of existing vehicle lanes to relieve congestion. Our region
needs to make it easier to move around without a car, and not easier to drive places.

Thank you for your consideration

Hector Chang
(607) 379-3457



Laura Bachle

From: zhabizf@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Zhabiz Chu
<zhabizf@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Monday, June 17, 2024 7:25 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s flawed proposal to widen 1-495 from Springfield
to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the promised future
Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto connecting streets in
Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

The agency’s 495 Southside Express Lanes study also failed to examine a comprehensive
alternative combining transit, transit-oriented development, and travel demand management.
VDOT is ignoring our region’s transit-oriented development and climate change goals. VDOT
also has failed to thoroughly examine feasible near-term solutions to use available right-of-
way for an express bus and HOV lane.

We have many schools in our neighborhood and a hospital. Traffic is horrid in our community
as so. Please don’t make it worse.

Please reject this current proposal and demand that VDOT fix its study by evaluating more
effective alternatives consistent with our region’s vision for transit-friendly, sustainable
communities. For now, this project is not ready for our regional transportation plan and should
be kept out.

Sincerely,



Mrs Zhabiz Chu
2406 Daphne Ln Alexandria, VA 22306-2551 zhabizf@yahoo.com



Laura Bachle

From: Erik Cieslewicz <erikcieslewicz@proton.me>

Sent: Monday, June 17, 2024 2:36 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Public Comment in re 6.20.24 Item 7 1-495 Southside Express Lanes

Transportation Planning Board members:

This is another copy/paste job, but this message says it better than | could. We need to work
toward a sustainable future the prioritizes non-car ways of transporting people if we want to
fight climate change and make our communities more safe and attractive. As a D.C. resident of
over ten years, | endorse the following statement.

| am writing to oppose the inclusion of a project in your "Visualize" master plan that uses
space on the Woodrow Wilson Bridge reserved for future transit to add toll lanes instead. It is
implausible that a tolling company would give up revenue-generating space for heavy rail
transit without significant payments that would substantially increase the cost of a WMATA
Blue Line Loop. Moreover, VDOT's concept documentation shows a rosy prediction of the
engineering constraints for adding Metrorail within the limited width of any HOT lanes that
would be built.

Please do not accept these concept renderings as viable and ask VDOT to invest in a more
comprehensive study of alternatives, including direct transit investments and tolling of existing
vehicle lanes to relieve congestion. Our region needs to make it easier to move around
without a car, and not easier to drive places.

Thank you for your consideration



Laura Bachle

From: cimino.andrea.m@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Andrea Cimino
<cimino.andrea.m@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Monday, June 10, 2024 4:35 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s flawed proposal to widen 1-495 from Springfield
to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the promised future
Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto connecting streets in
Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

The agency’s 495 Southside Express Lanes study also failed to examine a comprehensive
alternative combining transit, transit-oriented development, and travel demand management.
VDOT is ignoring our region’s transit-oriented development and climate change goals. VDOT
also has failed to thoroughly examine feasible near-term solutions to use available right-of-
way for an express bus and HOV lane.

Please reject this current proposal and demand that VDOT fix its study by evaluating more
effective alternatives consistent with our region’s vision for transit-friendly, sustainable
communities. For now, this project is not ready for our regional transportation plan and should
be kept out.

Sincerely,
Ms. Andrea Cimino
3913 Hampden St Kensington, MD 20895-2006 cimino.andrea.m@gmail.com



Laura Bachle

From: Hannah Clancy-Thompson (hct223@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
<kwautomail@phone2action.com>

Sent: Sunday, June 16, 2024 12:41 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Remove the Southside Express Lanes Widening Project from Visualize 2050

Dear Transportation Planning Board,

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Express toll lanes project proposed by the Virginia
Department of Transportation from the regional long range transportation plan, Visualize
2050.

This project would expand the Beltway from Springfield, Virginia to Oxon Hill, Maryland with
toll lanes. This would move the bottleneck on the Beltway from Virginia into Maryland and is
expected to generate more traffic that will feed into local streets. This project is inconsistent
with the goals of the Transportation Planning Board to reduce on-road greenhouse gas
emissions 50 percent by 2030 and 80 percent by 2050. It would also increase air, water, and
noise pollution, including on local Oxon Hill roads adjacent to the Beltway.

Currently, the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority is studying a plan to extend the
Blue Line to National Harbor. The Southside Express toll lane expansion would impede these
efforts by taking space reserved for Metrorail on the Woodrow Wilson Bridge.

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Project from the regional transportation plan
during the June 20 meeting. Additionally, vote to remove all other segments of the Beltway
and I-270 from the plan and re-evaluate the 900 miles of highway expansion projects in light of
our climate goals. Instead of highway expansion, better public transit including the Blue line
extension of metro, transit oriented development, and Transportation Demand Management
are solutions that will actually reduce congestion while cutting climate pollution, improving
public health, and increasing access to jobs, education, and healthcare for residents across the
region.

Sincerely,

Hannah Clancy-Thompson
9517 Flower Ave

Silver Spring, MD 20901
hct223@gmail.com



(301) 377-9757

This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual
associated with Sierra Club. If you need more information, please contact Member Care at
Sierra Club at member.care@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5673.



Laura Bachle

From: Judy Cline (wgstprez@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
<kwautomail@phone2action.com>

Sent: Thursday, June 6, 2024 6:47 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Remove the Southside Express Lanes Widening Project from Visualize 2050

Dear Transportation Planning Board,

This expansion, along with 1270 plan completely contradicts the Governors 50% reduction in
emissions goals. Mass transit is the future, not highways.

Please vote to remove the I-495 Southside Express toll lanes project proposed by the Virginia
Department of Transportation from the regional long range transportation plan, Visualize
2050.

This project would expand the Beltway from Springfield, Virginia to Oxon Hill, Maryland with
toll lanes. This would move the bottleneck on the Beltway from Virginia into Maryland and is
expected to generate more traffic that will feed into local streets. This project is inconsistent
with the goals of the Transportation Planning Board to reduce on-road greenhouse gas
emissions 50 percent by 2030 and 80 percent by 2050. It would also increase air, water, and
noise pollution, including on local Oxon Hill roads adjacent to the Beltway.

Currently, the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority is studying a plan to extend the
Blue Line to National Harbor. The Southside Express toll lane expansion would impede these
efforts by taking space reserved for Metrorail on the Woodrow Wilson Bridge.

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Project from the regional transportation plan
during the June 20 meeting. Additionally, vote to remove all other segments of the Beltway
and 1-270 from the plan and re-evaluate the 900 miles of highway expansion projects in light of
our climate goals. Instead of highway expansion, better public transit including the Blue line
extension of metro, transit oriented development, and Transportation Demand Management
are solutions that will actually reduce congestion while cutting climate pollution, improving
public health, and increasing access to jobs, education, and healthcare for residents across the
region.

Sincerely,

Judy Cline



23 Hawthorn Ct
Rockville, MD 20850
wgstprez@gmail.com
(301) 213-0870

This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual
associated with Sierra Club. If you need more information, please contact Member Care at
Sierra Club at member.care@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5673.



Laura Bachle

From: Judith Cline (wgstprez@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
<kwautomail@phone2action.com>

Sent: Saturday, June 15, 2024 7:40 AM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Remove the Southside Express Lanes Widening Project from Visualize 2050

Dear Transportation Planning Board,

Bottlenecks, construction traffic, loss of trees, toll payments on top of already high taxes are
consequences of this plan. Please think outside the box, this plan is too expensive and too
destructive.

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Express toll lanes project proposed by the Virginia
Department of Transportation from the regional long range transportation plan, Visualize
2050.

This project would expand the Beltway from Springfield, Virginia to Oxon Hill, Maryland with
toll lanes. This would move the bottleneck on the Beltway from Virginia into Maryland and is
expected to generate more traffic that will feed into local streets. This project is inconsistent
with the goals of the Transportation Planning Board to reduce on-road greenhouse gas
emissions 50 percent by 2030 and 80 percent by 2050. It would also increase air, water, and
noise pollution, including on local Oxon Hill roads adjacent to the Beltway.

Currently, the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority is studying a plan to extend the
Blue Line to National Harbor. The Southside Express toll lane expansion would impede these
efforts by taking space reserved for Metrorail on the Woodrow Wilson Bridge.

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Project from the regional transportation plan
during the June 20 meeting. Additionally, vote to remove all other segments of the Beltway
and 1-270 from the plan and re-evaluate the 900 miles of highway expansion projects in light of
our climate goals. Instead of highway expansion, better public transit including the Blue line
extension of metro, transit oriented development, and Transportation Demand Management
are solutions that will actually reduce congestion while cutting climate pollution, improving
public health, and increasing access to jobs, education, and healthcare for residents across the
region.

Sincerely,



Judith Cline

23 Hawthorn Ct
Rockville, MD 20850
wgstprez@gmail.com
(301) 213-0870

This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual
associated with Sierra Club. If you need more information, please contact Member Care at
Sierra Club at member.care@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5673.



Laura Bachle

From: Clayton Cobb <crcobb96@gmail.com>

Sent: Monday, June 17, 2024 1:30 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Public Comment in re 6.20.24 Item 7 1-495 Southside Express Lanes

Transportation Planning Board members:

| am writing to oppose the inclusion of a project in your "Visualize" master plan that uses space on the Woodrow Wilson
Bridge reserved for future transit to add toll lanes instead. It is implausible that a tolling company would give up
revenue-generating space for heavy rail transit without significant payments that would substantially increase the cost
of a WMATA Blue Line Loop. Moreover, VDOT's concept documentation shows a rosy prediction of the engineering
constraints for adding Metrorail within the limited width of any HOT lanes that would be built.

Please do not accept these concept renderings as viable and ask VDOT to invest in a more comprehensive study of
alternatives, including direct transit investments and tolling of existing vehicle lanes to relieve congestion. Our region

needs to make it easier to move around without a car, and not easier to drive places.

Thank you for your consideration



Laura Bachle

From: crcobb96@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Clayton Cobb <crcobb96
@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Monday, June 17, 2024 1:37 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s flawed proposal to widen 1-495 from Springfield
to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the promised future
Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto connecting streets in
Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

The agency’s 495 Southside Express Lanes study also failed to examine a comprehensive
alternative combining transit, transit-oriented development, and travel demand management.
VDOT is ignoring our region’s transit-oriented development and climate change goals. VDOT
also has failed to thoroughly examine feasible near-term solutions to use available right-of-
way for an express bus and HOV lane.

Please reject this current proposal and demand that VDOT fix its study by evaluating more
effective alternatives consistent with our region’s vision for transit-friendly, sustainable
communities. For now, this project is not ready for our regional transportation plan and should
be kept out.

Sincerely,
Mr. Clayton Cobb
1000 New Jersey Ave SE Washington, DC 20003-3312 crcobb96@gmail.com



Laura Bachle

From: ccoerbell@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Chuter Coerbell
<ccoerbell@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Saturday, June 15, 2024 4:16 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Item 1 Public Comment Opportunity - Southside Beltway Improvements Will Alleviate

Congestion & Traffic Jams

Dear Chair Christina Henderson,

| am writing to express my strong advocacy for the inclusion of the Southside Beltway
Improvements in our region’s long-range transportation plan. This project has great potential
to alleviate congestion and traffic jams along the southside of the beltway, while fostering
increased funding for transit initiatives.

We have seen the success of express lanes in Northern Virginia, meeting the Commonwealth’s
primary goal of moving more people through a very busy, and unpredictable region, while
providing improved travel reliability and enhanced cost-effective transit options. We want to
replicate similar transit impacts in Prince George’s County.

While transit systems are experiencing financial constraints nationwide, this project represents
a unique opportunity to allocate more funds towards expanding the current transit
infrastructure in Prince George’s County. With adequate funding, our region can achieve a
better transit system for commuters.

Please ensure that the Southside Beltway Improvements project is added to the air quality
evaluation list. The addition of this project to the environmental study will contribute to VDOT
and Prince George’s County's ongoing collaboration to identify and refine additional
community benefits. | am confident the County will make well-informed decisions after the
environmental study is complete.

Thank you for considering the Southside Beltway Improvements in the region’s transportation
plans.

Sincerely,

Chuter Coerbell
Capitol Heights, MD
ccoerbell@msn.com



Laura Bachle

From: Shannan Cole (sktcole@comcast.net) Sent You a Personal Message
<kwautomail@phone2action.com>

Sent: Saturday, June 15, 2024 12:55 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Remove the Southside Express Lanes Widening Project from Visualize 2050

Dear Transportation Planning Board,

Toll lanes only benefit the wealthy drivers. It does not seem to actually help with traffic-
anyone driving in BA can see that.

Please vote to remove the I-495 Southside Express toll lanes project proposed by the Virginia
Department of Transportation from the regional long range transportation plan, Visualize
2050.

This project would expand the Beltway from Springfield, Virginia to Oxon Hill, Maryland with
toll lanes. This would move the bottleneck on the Beltway from Virginia into Maryland and is
expected to generate more traffic that will feed into local streets. This project is inconsistent
with the goals of the Transportation Planning Board to reduce on-road greenhouse gas
emissions 50 percent by 2030 and 80 percent by 2050. It would also increase air, water, and
noise pollution, including on local Oxon Hill roads adjacent to the Beltway.

Currently, the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority is studying a plan to extend the
Blue Line to National Harbor. The Southside Express toll lane expansion would impede these
efforts by taking space reserved for Metrorail on the Woodrow Wilson Bridge.

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Project from the regional transportation plan
during the June 20 meeting. Additionally, vote to remove all other segments of the Beltway
and 1-270 from the plan and re-evaluate the 900 miles of highway expansion projects in light of
our climate goals. Instead of highway expansion, better public transit including the Blue line
extension of metro, transit oriented development, and Transportation Demand Management
are solutions that will actually reduce congestion while cutting climate pollution, improving
public health, and increasing access to jobs, education, and healthcare for residents across the
region.

Sincerely,

Shannan Cole



2 Hawthorn Court
Rockville, MD 20850
sktcole@comcast.net
(240) 498-0935

This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual
associated with Sierra Club. If you need more information, please contact Member Care at
Sierra Club at member.care@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5673.



Laura Bachle

From: Gary Cole (garymcole2@comcast.net) Sent You a Personal Message
<kwautomail@phone2action.com>

Sent: Sunday, June 16, 2024 11:29 AM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Remove the Southside Express Lanes Widening Project from Visualize 2050

Dear Transportation Planning Board,

Maryland should not model anything to do with highways/traffic from Virginia?Virginia is the
absolute worst for traffic. Please do not do toll lanes in MD.

Please vote to remove the I-495 Southside Express toll lanes project proposed by the Virginia
Department of Transportation from the regional long range transportation plan, Visualize
2050.

This project would expand the Beltway from Springfield, Virginia to Oxon Hill, Maryland with
toll lanes. This would move the bottleneck on the Beltway from Virginia into Maryland and is
expected to generate more traffic that will feed into local streets. This project is inconsistent
with the goals of the Transportation Planning Board to reduce on-road greenhouse gas
emissions 50 percent by 2030 and 80 percent by 2050. It would also increase air, water, and
noise pollution, including on local Oxon Hill roads adjacent to the Beltway.

Currently, the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority is studying a plan to extend the
Blue Line to National Harbor. The Southside Express toll lane expansion would impede these
efforts by taking space reserved for Metrorail on the Woodrow Wilson Bridge.

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Project from the regional transportation plan
during the June 20 meeting. Additionally, vote to remove all other segments of the Beltway
and 1-270 from the plan and re-evaluate the 900 miles of highway expansion projects in light of
our climate goals. Instead of highway expansion, better public transit including the Blue line
extension of metro, transit oriented development, and Transportation Demand Management
are solutions that will actually reduce congestion while cutting climate pollution, improving
public health, and increasing access to jobs, education, and healthcare for residents across the
region.

Sincerely,

Gary Cole



2 Hawthorn Ct

Rockville, MD 20850
garymcole2@comcast.net
(240) 498-0936

This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual
associated with Sierra Club. If you need more information, please contact Member Care at
Sierra Club at member.care@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5673.



Laura Bachle

From: tcolberg@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Terry Colberg
<tcolberg@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Monday, June 17, 2024 11:50 AM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s flawed proposal to widen 1-495 from Springfield
to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the promised future
Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto connecting streets in
Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

Adding toll lanes is a shoddy patch job to the lack of accessible and reliable mass transit. In
order to go forward with such a plan, there must be clear and easily implemented contract
mechanisms for ensuring that the bridge infrastructure can be returned to state control for
the development of Metrorail. Furthermore, the state should be pushing to develop this rail
infrastructure as soon as practicable.

Please reject this current proposal and demand that VDOT fix its study by evaluating more
effective alternatives consistent with our region’s vision for transit-friendly, sustainable
communities. For now, this project is not ready for our regional transportation plan and should
be kept out.

Sincerely,
Mr. Terry Colberg
2220 Fairfax Dr Apt 503 Arlington, VA 22201-6630 tcolberg@yahoo.com



Laura Bachle

From: chuckcoleman@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Charles Coleman
<chuckcoleman@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Thursday, June 13, 2024 9:33 AM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s flawed proposal to widen 1-495 from Springfield
to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the promised future
Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto connecting streets in
Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

The agency’s 495 Southside Express Lanes study also failed to examine a comprehensive
alternative combining transit, transit-oriented development, and travel demand management.
VDOT is ignoring our region’s transit-oriented development and climate change goals. VDOT
also has failed to thoroughly examine feasible near-term solutions to use available right-of-
way for an express bus and HOV lane.

These agencies are optimizing the wrong objective: maximizing the movement of cars.
Instead, they should be maximizing the movement of people while minimizing the distances
they have to travel.

Please reject this current proposal and demand that VDOT fix its study by evaluating more
effective alternatives consistent with our region’s vision for transit-friendly, sustainable
communities. For now, this project is not ready for our regional transportation plan and should
be kept out.



Sincerely,
Dr. Charles Coleman
5811 Governors View Ln Alexandria, VA 22310-2356 chuckcoleman@yahoo.com



Laura Bachle

From: Geoffrey Collins (isk56a60@duck.com) Sent You a Personal Message
<kwautomail@phone2action.com>

Sent: Thursday, June 6, 2024 8:49 AM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Remove the Southside Express Lanes Widening Project from Visualize 2050

Dear Transportation Planning Board,

WE NEED SMART GROWTH DEVELOPMENT, IN THE FORM OF EXTENDING THE BLUE LINE INTO
NATIONAL HARBOR!

Please vote to remove the I-495 Southside Express toll lanes project proposed by the Virginia
Department of Transportation from the regional long range transportation plan, Visualize
2050.

This project would expand the Beltway from Springfield, Virginia to Oxon Hill, Maryland with
toll lanes. This would move the bottleneck on the Beltway from Virginia into Maryland and is
expected to generate more traffic that will feed into local streets. This project is inconsistent
with the goals of the Transportation Planning Board to reduce on-road greenhouse gas
emissions 50 percent by 2030 and 80 percent by 2050. It would also increase air, water, and
noise pollution, including on local Oxon Hill roads adjacent to the Beltway.

Currently, the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority is studying a plan to extend the
Blue Line to National Harbor. The Southside Express toll lane expansion would impede these
efforts by taking space reserved for Metrorail on the Woodrow Wilson Bridge.

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Project from the regional transportation plan
during the June 20 meeting. Additionally, vote to remove all other segments of the Beltway
and 1-270 from the plan and re-evaluate the 900 miles of highway expansion projects in light of
our climate goals. Instead of highway expansion, better public transit including the Blue line
extension of metro, transit oriented development, and Transportation Demand Management
are solutions that will actually reduce congestion while cutting climate pollution, improving
public health, and increasing access to jobs, education, and healthcare for residents across the
region.

Sincerely,

Geoffrey Collins



3309 Asher street

Upper Marlboro, MD 20772
isk56a60@duck.com

(301) 466-3005

This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual
associated with Sierra Club. If you need more information, please contact Member Care at
Sierra Club at member.care@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5673.



Laura Bachle

From: Sarah Combs (sarah.madden@sierraclub.org) Sent You a Personal Message
<kwautomail@phone2action.com>

Sent: Wednesday, June 5, 2024 7:42 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Remove the Southside Express Lanes Widening Project from Visualize 2050

Dear Transportation Planning Board,

So a bridge expansion would be to add toll lanes - toll lanes that are cost prohibitive for
everyday people. And those toll lanes would remove the possibility for metro expansion -
metro, the thing that people from all walks of life can afford... HOW IS THIS SOMETHING THAT
IS BEING CONSIDERED?! Look, | can drive wherever | want. | don't "need" to metro. Heck, I'm
one of the people who's using the toll lanes that are cost prohibitive for everyday people. But
how dare anyone prioritize the comfort of the people who can pay for a toll lane over the
entire public who need that metro expansion?! Metro is not only better for the environment
(I do take it when | go into in the city) but it's also what so many people depend on to be able
to get to work or school. Metro is the only way some kids get into the city to go to museums or
the zoo. What would your 10 year old self think? They'd probably be ashamed. Future history
will see your failures, decide accordingly.

Please vote to remove the I-495 Southside Express toll lanes project proposed by the Virginia
Department of Transportation from the regional long range transportation plan, Visualize
2050.

This project would expand the Beltway from Springfield, Virginia to Oxon Hill, Maryland with
toll lanes. This would move the bottleneck on the Beltway from Virginia into Maryland and is
expected to generate more traffic that will feed into local streets. This project is inconsistent
with the goals of the Transportation Planning Board to reduce on-road greenhouse gas
emissions 50 percent by 2030 and 80 percent by 2050. It would also increase air, water, and
noise pollution, including on local Oxon Hill roads adjacent to the Beltway.

Currently, the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority is studying a plan to extend the
Blue Line to National Harbor. The Southside Express toll lane expansion would impede these
efforts by taking space reserved for Metrorail on the Woodrow Wilson Bridge.

Please vote to remove the I-495 Southside Project from the regional transportation plan
during the June 20 meeting. Additionally, vote to remove all other segments of the Beltway
and 1-270 from the plan and re-evaluate the 900 miles of highway expansion projects in light of
our climate goals. Instead of highway expansion, better public transit including the Blue line

1



extension of metro, transit oriented development, and Transportation Demand Management
are solutions that will actually reduce congestion while cutting climate pollution, improving
public health, and increasing access to jobs, education, and healthcare for residents across the
region.

Sincerely,

Sarah Combs

8860 Shady Pines Dr

Urbana, MD 21704
sarah.madden@sierraclub.org
(310) 746-8512

This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual
associated with Sierra Club. If you need more information, please contact Member Care at
Sierra Club at member.care@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5673.



Laura Bachle

From: mconway1392@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Michael Conway <mconway1392
@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Tuesday, June 11, 2024 9:22 AM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s flawed proposal to widen 1-495 from Springfield
to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the promised future
Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto connecting streets in
Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

The agency’s 495 Southside Express Lanes study also failed to examine a comprehensive
alternative combining transit, transit-oriented development, and travel demand management.
VDOT is ignoring our region’s transit-oriented development and climate change goals. VDOT
also has failed to thoroughly examine feasible near-term solutions to use available right-of-
way for an express bus and HOV lane.

Please reject this current proposal and demand that VDOT fix its study by evaluating more
effective alternatives consistent with our region’s vision for transit-friendly, sustainable
communities. For now, this project is not ready for our regional transportation plan and should
be kept out.

Sincerely,
Mr. Michael Conway
2124 Farrington Ave Alexandria, VA 22303-1553 mconway1392@gmail.com



Laura Bachle

From: jhcook120@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Jennifer Cook <jhcook120
@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Thursday, June 6, 2024 7:47 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s flawed proposal to widen 1-495 from Springfield
to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the promised future
Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto connecting streets in
Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

The agency’s 495 Southside Express Lanes study also failed to examine a comprehensive
alternative combining transit, transit-oriented development, and travel demand management.
VDOT is ignoring our region’s transit-oriented development and climate change goals. VDOT
also has failed to thoroughly examine feasible near-term solutions to use available right-of-
way for an express bus and HOV lane.

Please reject this current proposal and demand that VDOT fix its study by evaluating more
effective alternatives consistent with our region’s vision for transit-friendly, sustainable
communities. For now, this project is not ready for our regional transportation plan and should
be kept out.

Sincerely,
Ms. Jennifer Cook
1150 Ripley St Silver Spring, MD 20910-3475 jhcook120@gmail.com



Laura Bachle

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Kristin Cook <noreply@adv.actionnetwork.org>

Friday, June 14, 2024 7:07 PM

TPBcomment

Remove the Southside Express Lanes from Visualize 2050

Transportation Planning Board ,
Dear TPB Member:

When the Transportation Planning Board (TPB) meets this month to finalize Visualize 2050, |
urge you to vote to remove the Southside Express Lanes from the transportation plan.
Construction of the Southside Express Lanes would block a future extension of Metro’s Blue
Line over the Woodrow Wilson Bridge. Instead of resolving congestion, it would shift a
bottleneck from Springfield to Oxon Hill. Moreover, the Southside Express Lanes are
inconsistent with TPB’s goals to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by reducing vehicle miles
traveled.

The Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority (WMATA) is currently studying a plan to
extend the Blue Line, including an extension over the Woodrow Wilson Bridge. A Blue Line
extension would not only address congestion in a more effective way than adding toll lanes to
the Beltway, but do so in in a sustainable way. WMATA's plan would also provide new transit
service to many communities including Alexandria, Rosslyn, Georgetown, Downtown DC,

Navy Yard, Buzzard Point, St. Elizabeths, Forest Heights, Oxon Hill and National Harbor.

The existing bottleneck at Springfield is emblematic of an inherent defect in toll lanes: They
induce more traffic and then create severe congestion where toll lanes end and that traffic
must merge into general lanes. VDOT'’s plan to shift congestion to Oxon Hill and block future

Metrorail would worsen regional transportation conditions.
We urge members of the TPB to remove the Southside Express Lanes from Visualize 2050.

Kristin Cook
kristingamzoncook@gmail.com
9408 Jongroner Ct

Potomac, Maryland 20854






Laura Bachle

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

corrigan.salerno@gmail.com <noreply@adv.actionnetwork.org>

Friday, June 14, 2024 2:40 PM

TPBcomment

Remove the Emissions Increasing Southside Express Lanes from Visualize 2050

Transportation Planning Board ,

As the Transportation Planning Board (TPB) convenes this month to finalize Visualize 2050, |
strongly advocate for the removal of the Southside Express Lanes from the transportation
plan. The construction of these lanes would obstruct a potential extension of Metro’s Blue Line
across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, effectively shifting congestion from Springfield to Oxon
Hill, rather than alleviating it. Importantly, this project contradicts TPB'’s objective to mitigate

greenhouse gas emissions by aiming to reduce vehicle miles traveled.

The Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority (WMATA) is examining a proposal to
extend the Blue Line, including over the Woodrow Wilson Bridge. This extension promises a
more effective and sustainable resolution to congestion compared to the addition of toll lanes
on the Beltway. Additionally, it would extend new transit services to numerous communities,
including Alexandria, Rosslyn, Georgetown, Downtown DC, Navy Yard, Buzzard Point, St.

Elizabeths, Forest Heights, Oxon Hill, and National Harbor.

The perpetual bottleneck at Springfield highlights a critical flaw in the toll lane approach: they
generate more traffic, exacerbating congestion when this induced traffic merges into general
lanes. Virginia Department of Transportation’s (VDOT) strategy to displace congestion to Oxon
Hill while impeding future Metrorail expansions will only deteriorate regional transportation
conditions.

We implore the TPB members to align their decision with their greenhouse gas reduction goals
and remove the Southside Express Lanes from the Visualize 2050 plan. This action would
prevent the increase in greenhouse gases associated with adding new lane miles, promoting a

more sustainable and efficient transportation framework.

corrigan.salerno@gmail.com
2827 28th St NW, 33
Washington, District of Columbia 20008






Laura Bachle

From: cheryl@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Cheryl Cort
<cheryl@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Thursday, June 6, 2024 10:37 AM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s flawed proposal to widen 1-495 from Springfield
to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the promised future
Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto connecting streets in
Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

The agency’s 495 Southside Express Lanes study also failed to examine a comprehensive
alternative combining transit, transit-oriented development, and travel demand management.
VDOT is ignoring our region’s transit-oriented development and climate change goals. VDOT
also has failed to thoroughly examine feasible near-term solutions to use available right-of-
way for an express bus and HOV lane.

Please reject this current proposal and demand that VDOT fix its study by evaluating more
effective alternatives consistent with our region’s vision for transit-friendly, sustainable
communities. For now, this project is not ready for our regional transportation plan and should
be kept out.

Sincerely,
Ms. Cheryl Cort
1438 Florida Ave NW Washington, DC 20009-5802 cheryl@smartergrowth.net



Laura Bachle

From: Lawrence Couch (lawrencecouchl@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
<kwautomail@phone2action.com>

Sent: Wednesday, June 5, 2024 9:50 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Remove the Southside Express Lanes Widening Project from Visualize 2050

Dear Transportation Planning Board,

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Express toll lanes project proposed by the Virginia
Department of Transportation from the regional long range transportation plan, Visualize
2050.

This project would expand the Beltway from Springfield, Virginia to Oxon Hill, Maryland with
toll lanes. This would move the bottleneck on the Beltway from Virginia into Maryland and is
expected to generate more traffic that will feed into local streets. This project is inconsistent
with the goals of the Transportation Planning Board to reduce on-road greenhouse gas
emissions 50 percent by 2030 and 80 percent by 2050. It would also increase air, water, and
noise pollution, including on local Oxon Hill roads adjacent to the Beltway.

Currently, the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority is studying a plan to extend the
Blue Line to National Harbor. The Southside Express toll lane expansion would impede these
efforts by taking space reserved for Metrorail on the Woodrow Wilson Bridge.

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Project from the regional transportation plan
during the June 20 meeting. Additionally, vote to remove all other segments of the Beltway
and I-270 from the plan and re-evaluate the 900 miles of highway expansion projects in light of
our climate goals. Instead of highway expansion, better public transit including the Blue line
extension of metro, transit oriented development, and Transportation Demand Management
are solutions that will actually reduce congestion while cutting climate pollution, improving
public health, and increasing access to jobs, education, and healthcare for residents across the
region.

Sincerely,

Lawrence Couch

7 Briggs Ct

Silver Spring, MD 20906
lawrencecouchl@gmail.com



(301) 622-6838

This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual
associated with Sierra Club. If you need more information, please contact Member Care at
Sierra Club at member.care@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5673.



Laura Bachle

From: Judith Covich (covich@verizon.net) Sent You a Personal Message
<kwautomail@phone2action.com>

Sent: Sunday, June 16, 2024 7:41 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Remove the Southside Express Lanes Widening Project from Visualize 2050

Dear Transportation Planning Board,

| most strongly urge that any plans for widening the Beltway be removed from the Regions
Transportation Plan. The plans is totally adverse to reducing on road greenhouse gas
emissions and will increase all manner of pollution.

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Express toll lanes project proposed by the Virginia
Department of Transportation from the regional long range transportation plan, Visualize
2050.

This project would expand the Beltway from Springfield, Virginia to Oxon Hill, Maryland with
toll lanes. This would move the bottleneck on the Beltway from Virginia into Maryland and is
expected to generate more traffic that will feed into local streets. This project is inconsistent
with the goals of the Transportation Planning Board to reduce on-road greenhouse gas
emissions 50 percent by 2030 and 80 percent by 2050. It would also increase air, water, and
noise pollution, including on local Oxon Hill roads adjacent to the Beltway.

Currently, the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority is studying a plan to extend the
Blue Line to National Harbor. The Southside Express toll lane expansion would impede these
efforts by taking space reserved for Metrorail on the Woodrow Wilson Bridge.

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Project from the regional transportation plan
during the June 20 meeting. Additionally, vote to remove all other segments of the Beltway
and 1-270 from the plan and re-evaluate the 900 miles of highway expansion projects in light of
our climate goals. Instead of highway expansion, better public transit including the Blue line
extension of metro, transit oriented development, and Transportation Demand Management
are solutions that will actually reduce congestion while cutting climate pollution, improving
public health, and increasing access to jobs, education, and healthcare for residents across the
region.

Sincerely,



Judith Covich

1103 Azalea Drive
Rockville, MD 20850
covich@verizon.net
(301) 928-9248

This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual
associated with Sierra Club. If you need more information, please contact Member Care at
Sierra Club at member.care@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5673.



Laura Bachle

From: ecridd@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Elisa Criddle
<ecridd@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Saturday, June 15, 2024 2:53 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Item 1 Public Comment Opportunity - Southside Beltway Improvements Project Needed

in Transportation Plans

Dear Chair Christina Henderson,

As a daily commuter, | endure the dreadful traffic congestion on the southside of the beltway
and the Woodrow Wilson Bridge. For this reason, | am writing to urge you to add the
Southside Beltway Improvements into the region’s long-range transportation plan. Not only
will this particular project reduce congestion and enhance traffic flow, it will also boost funds
for our region’s traffic initiatives.

The Southside Beltway Improvement projects will create express lanes that will lead to faster
and more reliable trips for travelers. New express lanes will provide a reliable option for single-
occupant vehicles, as well as encourage and benefit buses and carpools, by providing toll-free
access to the express lanes.

Additionally, our region must be ready to tackle financial challenges confronting our transit
systems head on. Therefore, | strongly believe this project presents a unique opportunity to
allocate supplementary funding towards enhancing transit infrastructure in Prince George’s
County.

Please include the Southside Beltway Improvements project in the air quality evaluation list.
This will enable ongoing collaboration between VDOT and Prince George’s County to pinpoint
additional overall community benefits. This collaborative effort will help the County make an
informed decision after the environmental study is done.

Thank you for considering the Southside Beltway Improvements in the long-range
transportation plan.

Sincerely,

Elisa Criddle
Largo, MD
ecridd@aol.com



Laura Bachle

From: jerryrcowden@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Jerry Cowden
<jerryrcowden@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Thursday, June 6, 2024 11:04 AM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s flawed proposal to widen 1-495 from Springfield
to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the promised future
Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto connecting streets in
Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

The agency’s 495 Southside Express Lanes study also failed to examine a comprehensive
alternative combining transit, transit-oriented development, and travel demand management.
VDOT is ignoring our region’s transit-oriented development and climate change goals. VDOT
also has failed to thoroughly examine feasible near-term solutions to use available right-of-
way for an express bus and HOV lane.

Please reject this current proposal and demand that VDOT fix its study by evaluating more
effective alternatives consistent with our region’s vision for transit-friendly, sustainable
communities. For now, this project is not ready for our regional transportation plan and should
be kept out.

Sincerely,
Mr. Jerry Cowden
1501 S Edgewood St Apt 576 Arlington, VA 22204-4956 jerryrcowden@gmail.com



Laura Bachle

From: Greg@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Greg M. Culbertson
<Greg@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Sunday, June 16, 2024 4:56 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s flawed proposal to widen 1-495 from Springfield
to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the promised future
Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto connecting streets in
Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

The agency’s 495 Southside Express Lanes study also failed to examine a comprehensive
alternative combining transit, transit-oriented development, and travel demand management.
VDOT is ignoring our region’s transit-oriented development and climate change goals. VDOT
also has failed to thoroughly examine feasible near-term solutions to use available right-of-
way for an express bus and HOV lane.

Please reject this current proposal and demand that VDOT fix its study by evaluating more
effective alternatives consistent with our region’s vision for transit-friendly, sustainable
communities. For now, this project is not ready for our regional transportation plan and should
be kept out.

Sincerely,
Mr. Greg M. Culbertson
5903 Mount Eagle Dr Apt 914 Alexandria, VA 22303-2530 Greg@GregCulbertson.com



Laura Bachle

From: dianamcull@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Diana Cull
<dianamcull@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Monday, June 17, 2024 8:28 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s flawed proposal to widen 1-495 from Springfield
to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the promised future
Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto connecting streets in
Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

The agency’s 495 Southside Express Lanes study also failed to examine a comprehensive
alternative combining transit, transit-oriented development, and travel demand management.
VDOT is ignoring our region’s transit-oriented development and climate change goals. VDOT
also has failed to thoroughly examine feasible near-term solutions to use available right-of-
way for an express bus and HOV lane.

Please reject this current proposal and demand that VDOT fix its study by evaluating more
effective alternatives consistent with our region’s vision for transit-friendly, sustainable
communities. For now, this project is not ready for our regional transportation plan and should
be kept out.

Sincerely,
Mrs Diana Cull
2101 Marthas Rd Alexandria, VA 22307-1824 dianamcull@yahoo.com



Laura Bachle

From: Alex Culver (vwgrapes2@ymail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
<kwautomail@phone2action.com>

Sent: Thursday, June 6, 2024 9:47 AM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Remove the Southside Express Lanes Widening Project from Visualize 2050

Dear Transportation Planning Board,

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Express toll lanes project proposed by the Virginia
Department of Transportation from the regional long range transportation plan, Visualize
2050.

This project would expand the Beltway from Springfield, Virginia to Oxon Hill, Maryland with
toll lanes. This would move the bottleneck on the Beltway from Virginia into Maryland and is
expected to generate more traffic that will feed into local streets. This project is inconsistent
with the goals of the Transportation Planning Board to reduce on-road greenhouse gas
emissions 50 percent by 2030 and 80 percent by 2050. It would also increase air, water, and
noise pollution, including on local Oxon Hill roads adjacent to the Beltway.

Currently, the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority is studying a plan to extend the
Blue Line to National Harbor. The Southside Express toll lane expansion would impede these
efforts by taking space reserved for Metrorail on the Woodrow Wilson Bridge.

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Project from the regional transportation plan
during the June 20 meeting. Additionally, vote to remove all other segments of the Beltway
and I-270 from the plan and re-evaluate the 900 miles of highway expansion projects in light of
our climate goals. Instead of highway expansion, better public transit including the Blue line
extension of metro, transit oriented development, and Transportation Demand Management
are solutions that will actually reduce congestion while cutting climate pollution, improving
public health, and increasing access to jobs, education, and healthcare for residents across the
region.

Sincerely,

Alex Culver

9305 Ogden Pl
Lanham, MD 20706
vwgrapes2@ymail.com



(301) 918-5621

This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual
associated with Sierra Club. If you need more information, please contact Member Care at
Sierra Club at member.care@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5673.



Laura Bachle

From: Don Cuming (cumingd@aol.com) Sent You a Personal Message
<kwautomail@phone2action.com>

Sent: Wednesday, June 5, 2024 8:55 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Remove the Southside Express Lanes Widening Project from Visualize 2050

Dear Transportation Planning Board,

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Express toll lanes project proposed by the Virginia
Department of Transportation from the regional long range transportation plan, Visualize
2050.

This project would expand the Beltway from Springfield, Virginia to Oxon Hill, Maryland with
toll lanes. This would move the bottleneck on the Beltway from Virginia into Maryland and is
expected to generate more traffic that will feed into local streets. This project is inconsistent
with the goals of the Transportation Planning Board to reduce on-road greenhouse gas
emissions 50 percent by 2030 and 80 percent by 2050. It would also increase air, water, and
noise pollution, including on local Oxon Hill roads adjacent to the Beltway.

Currently, the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority is studying a plan to extend the
Blue Line to National Harbor. The Southside Express toll lane expansion would impede these
efforts by taking space reserved for Metrorail on the Woodrow Wilson Bridge.

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Project from the regional transportation plan
during the June 20 meeting. Additionally, vote to remove all other segments of the Beltway
and I-270 from the plan and re-evaluate the 900 miles of highway expansion projects in light of
our climate goals. Instead of highway expansion, better public transit including the Blue line
extension of metro, transit oriented development, and Transportation Demand Management
are solutions that will actually reduce congestion while cutting climate pollution, improving
public health, and increasing access to jobs, education, and healthcare for residents across the
region.

Sincerely,

Don Cuming

7814 Stratford Rd
Bethesda, MD 20814
cumingd@aol.com



(301) 654-7830

This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual
associated with Sierra Club. If you need more information, please contact Member Care at
Sierra Club at member.care@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5673.



Laura Bachle

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Paul Daisey <noreply@adv.actionnetwork.org>

Friday, June 14, 2024 3:52 PM

TPBcomment

Remove the Southside Express Lanes from Visualize 2050

Transportation Planning Board ,
Dear TPB Member:

When the Transportation Planning Board (TPB) meets this month to finalize Visualize 2050, |
urge you to vote to remove the Southside Express Lanes from the transportation plan.
Construction of the Southside Express Lanes would block a future extension of Metro’s Blue
Line over the Woodrow Wilson Bridge. Instead of resolving congestion, it would shift a
bottleneck from Springfield to Oxon Hill. Moreover, the Southside Express Lanes are
inconsistent with TPB’s goals to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by reducing vehicle miles
traveled.

The Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority (WMATA) is currently studying a plan to
extend the Blue Line, including an extension over the Woodrow Wilson Bridge. A Blue Line
extension would not only address congestion in a more effective way than adding toll lanes to
the Beltway, but do so in in a sustainable way. WMATA's plan would also provide new transit
service to many communities including Alexandria, Rosslyn, Georgetown, Downtown DC,

Navy Yard, Buzzard Point, St. Elizabeths, Forest Heights, Oxon Hill and National Harbor.

The existing bottleneck at Springfield is emblematic of an inherent defect in toll lanes: They
induce more traffic and then create severe congestion where toll lanes end and that traffic
must merge into general lanes. VDOT'’s plan to shift congestion to Oxon Hill and block future

Metrorail would worsen regional transportation conditions.
We urge members of the TPB to remove the Southside Express Lanes from Visualize 2050.

Paul Daisey
pdaisey1331@gmail.com

13910 Overton Lane

Silver Spring, Maryland 20904-1129






Laura Bachle

From: mdakita@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Marlene Dakita
<mdakita@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Thursday, June 6, 2024 12:43 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s flawed proposal to widen 1-495 from Springfield
to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the promised future
Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto connecting streets in
Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

Has agency’s 495 Southside Express Lanes study examined a comprehensive alternative that
would combine transit, transit-oriented development, and travel demand management? Why
is VDOT ignoring our region’s transit-oriented development and climate change goals? VDOT
has failed to thoroughly examine feasible near-term solutions to use available right-of-way for
an express bus and HOV lane.

Please reject this current proposal and demand that VDOT fix its study by evaluating more
effective alternatives consistent with our region’s vision for transit-friendly, sustainable
communities. For now, this project is not ready for our regional transportation plan and should
be kept out.

Sincerely,
Mrs. Marlene Dakita
200 N Pickett St Apt 1410 Alexandria, VA 22304-2130 mdakita@comcast.net



Laura Bachle

From: Matthew Daniels (danielsmw@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
<kwautomail@phone2action.com>

Sent: Saturday, June 15, 2024 7:52 AM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Remove the Southside Express Lanes Widening Project from Visualize 2050

Dear Transportation Planning Board,

As a scientist, I?m extremely concerned about climate change, population growth, and equity
issues. Expanding high quality public transit like the metro system is a key ingredient in
addressing these issues, and | worry that the highway widening will threaten that possibility.
What?s more, it?s well known ? you can show it mathematically ? that adding a lane does not
proportionally improve traffic flow, so investing in one seems like a poor use of resources.
Making it a toll lane compounds the issue by making transit accessibility fundamentally
inequitable. Please remove this highway widening expansion from our transportation plan.

Please vote to remove the I-495 Southside Express toll lanes project proposed by the Virginia
Department of Transportation from the regional long range transportation plan, Visualize
2050.

This project would expand the Beltway from Springfield, Virginia to Oxon Hill, Maryland with
toll lanes. This would move the bottleneck on the Beltway from Virginia into Maryland and is
expected to generate more traffic that will feed into local streets. This project is inconsistent
with the goals of the Transportation Planning Board to reduce on-road greenhouse gas
emissions 50 percent by 2030 and 80 percent by 2050. It would also increase air, water, and
noise pollution, including on local Oxon Hill roads adjacent to the Beltway.

Currently, the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority is studying a plan to extend the
Blue Line to National Harbor. The Southside Express toll lane expansion would impede these
efforts by taking space reserved for Metrorail on the Woodrow Wilson Bridge.

Please vote to remove the I-495 Southside Project from the regional transportation plan
during the June 20 meeting. Additionally, vote to remove all other segments of the Beltway
and 1-270 from the plan and re-evaluate the 900 miles of highway expansion projects in light of
our climate goals. Instead of highway expansion, better public transit including the Blue line
extension of metro, transit oriented development, and Transportation Demand Management
are solutions that will actually reduce congestion while cutting climate pollution, improving
public health, and increasing access to jobs, education, and healthcare for residents across the
region.



Sincerely,

Matthew Daniels

14652 Woonsockett Drive
Silver Spring, MD 20905
danielsmw@gmail.com
(843) 469-5475

This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual
associated with Sierra Club. If you need more information, please contact Member Care at
Sierra Club at member.care@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5673.



Laura Bachle

From: Robert and Naira Darius (dariustrio@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
<kwautomail@phone2action.com>

Sent: Wednesday, June 5, 2024 9:34 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Remove the Southside Express Lanes Widening Project from Visualize 2050

Dear Transportation Planning Board,
We need fewer cars and more mass transportation options.

Please vote to remove the I-495 Southside Express toll lanes project proposed by the Virginia
Department of Transportation from the regional long range transportation plan, Visualize
2050.

This project would expand the Beltway from Springfield, Virginia to Oxon Hill, Maryland with
toll lanes. This would move the bottleneck on the Beltway from Virginia into Maryland and is
expected to generate more traffic that will feed into local streets. This project is inconsistent
with the goals of the Transportation Planning Board to reduce on-road greenhouse gas
emissions 50 percent by 2030 and 80 percent by 2050. It would also increase air, water, and
noise pollution, including on local Oxon Hill roads adjacent to the Beltway.

Currently, the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority is studying a plan to extend the
Blue Line to National Harbor. The Southside Express toll lane expansion would impede these
efforts by taking space reserved for Metrorail on the Woodrow Wilson Bridge.

Please vote to remove the I-495 Southside Project from the regional transportation plan
during the June 20 meeting. Additionally, vote to remove all other segments of the Beltway
and 1-270 from the plan and re-evaluate the 900 miles of highway expansion projects in light of
our climate goals. Instead of highway expansion, better public transit including the Blue line
extension of metro, transit oriented development, and Transportation Demand Management
are solutions that will actually reduce congestion while cutting climate pollution, improving
public health, and increasing access to jobs, education, and healthcare for residents across the
region.

Sincerely,

Robert and Naira Darius
6011 Conway Rd



Bethesda, MD 20817
dariustrio@gmail.com
(240) 476-0527

This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual
associated with Sierra Club. If you need more information, please contact Member Care at
Sierra Club at member.care@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5673.



Laura Bachle

From: bendavanzo@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Ben D'Avanzo
<bendavanzo@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Saturday, June 8, 2024 7:11 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s flawed proposal to widen 1-495 from Springfield
to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the promised future
Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto connecting streets in
Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

With climate change continuing to threaten our region in so many ways, precluding the future
of public transit in favor of yet more lanes does a deep disservice to future generations.

Please reject this current proposal and demand that VDOT fix its study by evaluating more
effective alternatives consistent with our region’s vision for transit-friendly, sustainable
communities. For now, this project is not ready for our regional transportation plan and should
be kept out.

Sincerely,
Mr. Ben D'Avanzo
728 15th St S Apt B Arlington, VA 22202-5576 bendavanzo@gmail.com



Laura Bachle

From: daycamilla@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Camilla Day
<daycamilla@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Sunday, June 9, 2024 3:54 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s flawed proposal to widen 1-495 from Springfield
to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the promised future
Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto connecting streets in
Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

The agency’s 495 Southside Express Lanes study also failed to examine a comprehensive
alternative combining transit, transit-oriented development, and travel demand management.
VDOT is ignoring our region’s transit-oriented development and climate change goals. VDOT
also has failed to thoroughly examine feasible near-term solutions to use available right-of-
way for an express bus and HOV lane.

Please reject this current proposal and demand that VDOT fix its study by evaluating more
effective alternatives consistent with our region’s vision for transit-friendly, sustainable
communities. For now, this project is not ready for our regional transportation plan and should
be kept out.

Sincerely,
Ms Camilla Day



6 Gerard Ct Rockville, MD 20850-2936
daycamilla@hotmail.com



Laura Bachle

From: Monique Defrees (mdefrees@verizon.net) Sent You a Personal Message
<kwautomail@phone2action.com>

Sent: Wednesday, June 5, 2024 9:29 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Remove the Southside Express Lanes Widening Project from Visualize 2050

Dear Transportation Planning Board,

More roads equals more cars. More cars equals more traffic. It's a never ending cycle. Easy
access public transportation is the most responsible action for moving people, not more roads
and cars.

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Express toll lanes project proposed by the Virginia
Department of Transportation from the regional long range transportation plan, Visualize
2050.

This project would expand the Beltway from Springfield, Virginia to Oxon Hill, Maryland with
toll lanes. This would move the bottleneck on the Beltway from Virginia into Maryland and is
expected to generate more traffic that will feed into local streets. This project is inconsistent
with the goals of the Transportation Planning Board to reduce on-road greenhouse gas
emissions 50 percent by 2030 and 80 percent by 2050. It would also increase air, water, and
noise pollution, including on local Oxon Hill roads adjacent to the Beltway.

Currently, the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority is studying a plan to extend the
Blue Line to National Harbor. The Southside Express toll lane expansion would impede these
efforts by taking space reserved for Metrorail on the Woodrow Wilson Bridge.

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Project from the regional transportation plan
during the June 20 meeting. Additionally, vote to remove all other segments of the Beltway
and 1-270 from the plan and re-evaluate the 900 miles of highway expansion projects in light of
our climate goals. Instead of highway expansion, better public transit including the Blue line
extension of metro, transit oriented development, and Transportation Demand Management
are solutions that will actually reduce congestion while cutting climate pollution, improving
public health, and increasing access to jobs, education, and healthcare for residents across the
region.

Sincerely,



Monique Defrees

503 Beall Ave
Rockville, MD 20850
mdefrees@verizon.net
(301) 251-3754

This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual
associated with Sierra Club. If you need more information, please contact Member Care at
Sierra Club at member.care@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5673.



Laura Bachle

From: margot_dehn@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Margot Dehn
<margot_dehn@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Monday, June 17, 2024 6:54 AM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s flawed proposal to widen 1-495 from Springfield
to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the promised future
Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto connecting streets in
Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

The agency’s 495 Southside Express Lanes study also failed to examine a comprehensive
alternative combining transit, transit-oriented development, and travel demand management.
VDOT is ignoring our region’s transit-oriented development and climate change goals. VDOT
also has failed to thoroughly examine feasible near-term solutions to use available right-of-
way for an express bus and HOV lane.

Please reject this current proposal and demand that VDOT fix its study by evaluating more
effective alternatives consistent with our region’s vision for transit-friendly, sustainable
communities. For now, this project is not ready for our regional transportation plan and should
be kept out.

Sincerely,
Mrs. Margot Dehn
7411 Admiral Dr Alexandria, VA 22307-2012 margot_dehn@yahoo.com



Laura Bachle

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Emiliana Delgado <noreply@adv.actionnetwork.org>
Friday, June 14, 2024 2:30 PM

TPBcomment

Remove the Southside Express Lanes from Visualize 2050

Transportation Planning Board ,
Dear TPB Member:

When the Transportation Planning Board (TPB) meets this month to finalize Visualize 2050, |
urge you to vote to remove the Southside Express Lanes from the transportation plan.
Construction of the Southside Express Lanes would block a future extension of Metro’s Blue
Line over the Woodrow Wilson Bridge. Instead of resolving congestion, it would shift a
bottleneck from Springfield to Oxon Hill. Moreover, the Southside Express Lanes are
inconsistent with TPB’s goals to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by reducing vehicle miles
traveled.

The Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority (WMATA) is currently studying a plan to
extend the Blue Line, including an extension over the Woodrow Wilson Bridge. A Blue Line
extension would not only address congestion in a more effective way than adding toll lanes to
the Beltway, but do so in in a sustainable way. WMATA's plan would also provide new transit
service to many communities including Alexandria, Rosslyn, Georgetown, Downtown DC,
Navy Yard, Buzzard Point, St. Elizabeths, Forest Heights, Oxon Hill and National Harbor.

The existing bottleneck at Springfield is emblematic of an inherent defect in toll lanes: They
induce more traffic and then create severe congestion where toll lanes end and that traffic
must merge into general lanes. VDOT'’s plan to shift congestion to Oxon Hill and block future

Metrorail would worsen regional transportation conditions.
We urge members of the TPB to remove the Southside Express Lanes from Visualize 2050.

Emiliana Delgado
theemilianadelgado@gmail.com
312 Hannes Street

SILVER SPRING, Maryland 20901






Laura Bachle

From: Akshay Delity <akshay.delity@gmail.com>

Sent: Monday, June 17, 2024 8:19 AM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Public Comment in re 6.20.24 Item 7 1-495 Southside Express Lanes

Transportation Planning Board members:

| am writing to oppose the inclusion of a project in your Visualize 2045 master plan that uses
space on the Woodrow Wilson Bridge reserved for future transit to add toll lanes instead. It is
implausible that a tolling company would give up revenue-generating space for heavy rail
transit without significant payments that would substantially increase the cost of a WMATA
Blue Line Loop. Moreover, VDOT's concept documentation shows a rosy prediction of the
engineering constraints for adding Metrorail within the limited width of any HOV lanes that
would be built.

Please do not accept these concept renderings as viable and ask VDOT to invest in a more
comprehensive study of alternatives, including direct transit investments and tolling of existing
vehicle lanes to relieve congestion. Our region needs to make it easier to move around
without a car, and not easier to drive places.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sent from my iPhone



Laura Bachle

From: ademarais@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Alex Demarais
<ademarais@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Thursday, June 6, 2024 11:37 AM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s flawed proposal to widen 1-495 from Springfield
to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the promised future
Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto connecting streets in
Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

The agency’s 495 Southside Express Lanes study also failed to examine a comprehensive
alternative combining transit, transit-oriented development, and travel demand management.
VDOT is ignoring our region’s transit-oriented development and climate change goals. VDOT
also has failed to thoroughly examine feasible near-term solutions to use available right-of-
way for an express bus and HOV lane.

Please reject this current proposal and demand that VDOT fix its study by evaluating more
effective alternatives consistent with our region’s vision for transit-friendly, sustainable
communities. For now, this project is not ready for our regional transportation plan and should
be kept out.

Sincerely,
Mr. Alex Demarais
9116 Eton Rd Silver Spring, MD 20901-4902 ademarais@gmail.com



Laura Bachle

From: Sonia Demiray (sonia@demirayink.com) Sent You a Personal Message
<kwautomail@phone2action.com>

Sent: Wednesday, June 5, 2024 7:09 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Remove the Southside Express Lanes Widening Project from Visualize 2050

Dear Transportation Planning Board,

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Express toll lanes project proposed by the Virginia
Department of Transportation from the regional long range transportation plan, Visualize
2050.

This project would expand the Beltway from Springfield, Virginia to Oxon Hill, Maryland with
toll lanes. This would move the bottleneck on the Beltway from Virginia into Maryland and is
expected to generate more traffic that will feed into local streets. This project is inconsistent
with the goals of the Transportation Planning Board to reduce on-road greenhouse gas
emissions 50 percent by 2030 and 80 percent by 2050. It would also increase air, water, and
noise pollution, including on local Oxon Hill roads adjacent to the Beltway.

Currently, the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority is studying a plan to extend the
Blue Line to National Harbor. The Southside Express toll lane expansion would impede these
efforts by taking space reserved for Metrorail on the Woodrow Wilson Bridge.

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Project from the regional transportation plan
during the June 20 meeting. Additionally, vote to remove all other segments of the Beltway
and I-270 from the plan and re-evaluate the 900 miles of highway expansion projects in light of
our climate goals. Instead of highway expansion, better public transit including the Blue line
extension of metro, transit oriented development, and Transportation Demand Management
are solutions that will actually reduce congestion while cutting climate pollution, improving
public health, and increasing access to jobs, education, and healthcare for residents across the
region.

Sincerely,

Sonia Demiray

1401 Jefferson Pike
Knoxville, MD 21758
sonia@demirayink.com



(202) 744-2948

This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual
associated with Sierra Club. If you need more information, please contact Member Care at
Sierra Club at member.care@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5673.



Laura Bachle

From: suyogdeshpande@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Suyog Deshpande
<suyogdeshpande@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Monday, June 17, 2024 4:47 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s flawed proposal to widen 1-495 from Springfield
to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the promised future
Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto connecting streets in
Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

The agency’s 495 Southside Express Lanes study also failed to examine a comprehensive
alternative combining transit, transit-oriented development, and travel demand management.
VDOT is ignoring our region’s transit-oriented development and climate change goals. VDOT
also has failed to thoroughly examine feasible near-term solutions to use available right-of-
way for an express bus and HOV lane.

Please reject this current proposal and demand that VDOT fix its study by evaluating more
effective alternatives consistent with our region’s vision for transit-friendly, sustainable
communities. For now, this project is not ready for our regional transportation plan and should
be kept out.

Sincerely,
Mr. Suyog Deshpande
2623 Oakton Glen Dr Vienna, VA 22181-5344 suyogdeshpande@gmail.com



Laura Bachle

From: susan@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Susan Dexter
<susan@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Tuesday, June 18, 2024 12:26 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s flawed proposal to widen 1-495 from Springfield
to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the promised future
Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto connecting streets in
Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

The agency’s 495 Southside Express Lanes study did not adequately examine a comprehensive
alternative combining transit, transit-oriented development, and travel demand management.
VDOT is ignoring our region’s transit-oriented development and climate change goals. VDOT
also did not thoroughly examine feasible near-term solutions to use available right-of-way for
an express bus and HOV lane.

Plus, Highway 1, where | live, has a lot of additional multifamily housing units recently build so
traffic is already increased and this will add to the congestion even more.

Thank you for your time and consideration of my email message.

Please reject this current proposal and demand that VDOT fix its study by evaluating more
effective alternatives consistent with our region’s vision for transit-friendly, sustainable
communities. For now, this project is not ready for our regional transportation plan and should
be kept out.



Sincerely,
Ms. Susan Dexter
5901 Mount Eagle Dr Apt 614 Alexandria, VA 22303-2507 susan@susandexter.com



Laura Bachle

From: Robyn DeYoung (robyndeyoung@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
<kwautomail@phone2action.com>

Sent: Friday, June 7, 2024 6:44 AM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: | urge you to Remove the Southside Express Lanes Widening Project from Visualize
2050

Dear Transportation Planning Board,

This email is to express my opinion about the 1-495 Southside Express toll lanes project
proposed by the Virginia Department of Transportation from the regional long range
transportation plan, Visualize 2050.

This project would expand the Beltway from Springfield, Virginia to Oxon Hill, Maryland with
toll lanes. This would move the bottleneck on the Beltway from Virginia into Maryland and is
expected to generate more traffic that will feed into local streets. This project is inconsistent
with the goals of the Transportation Planning Board to reduce on-road greenhouse gas
emissions 50 percent by 2030 and 80 percent by 2050. It would also increase greenhouse gas
emissions, water, and noise pollution, including on local Oxon Hill roads adjacent to the
Beltway. This is not only an environmental concern but an equitable development concern.

Currently, the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority is studying a plan to extend the
Blue Line to National Harbor. The Southside Express toll lane expansion would impede these
efforts by taking space reserved for Metrorail on the Woodrow Wilson Bridge.

| urge you to vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Project from the regional transportation plan
during the June 20 meeting. There is more study needed to see how metro and other
sustainable transport can replace this project.

Additionally, re-evaluate the 900 miles of highway expansion projects in light of our states
climate goals. Instead of highway expansion, better public transit including the Blue line
extension of metro, transit oriented development, and Transportation Demand Management
are solutions that will actually reduce congestion while cutting climate pollution, improving
public health, and increasing access to jobs, education, and healthcare for residents across the
region. We need your leadership. Widening one section won?t reduce traffic. More study is
needed to evaluate all other possible options.

Sincerely,



Robyn DeYoung

13822 Turnmore Rd

Silver Spring, MD 20906
robyndeyoung@gmail.com
(908) 303-2192

This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual
associated with Sierra Club. If you need more information, please contact Member Care at
Sierra Club at member.care@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5673.



Laura Bachle

From: Daniel Deibler <daniel.deibler@gmail.com>

Sent: Monday, June 17, 2024 8:12 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Public Comment in re 6.20.24 Item 7 1-495 Southside Express Lanes

Transportation Planning Board members:

| am writing to oppose the inclusion of a project in your "Visualize" master plan that uses space on the Woodrow Wilson
Bridge reserved for future transit to add toll lanes instead. It is implausible that a tolling company would give up
revenue-generating space for heavy rail transit without significant payments that would substantially increase the cost
of a WMATA Blue Line Loop. Moreover, VDOT's concept documentation shows a rosy prediction of the engineering
constraints for adding Metrorail within the limited width of any HOT lanes that would be built.

Please do not accept these concept renderings as viable and ask VDOT to invest in a more comprehensive study of
alternatives, including direct transit investments and tolling of existing vehicle lanes to relieve congestion. Our region

needs to make it easier to move around without a car, and not easier to drive places.

Thank you for your consideration



Laura Bachle

From: Ralph DiGaetano (rdg5633@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
<kwautomail@phone2action.com>

Sent: Monday, June 17, 2024 9:26 AM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Remove the Southside Express Lanes Widening Project from Visualize 2050

Dear Transportation Planning Board,

The threat this effort makes to mass transit options such as an extension of the Blue Line of
Metro is a very real drawback to Virginia?s toll lane proposal and should provide sufficient
reason to reject it.

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Express toll lanes project proposed by the Virginia
Department of Transportation from the regional long range transportation plan, Visualize
2050.

This project would expand the Beltway from Springfield, Virginia to Oxon Hill, Maryland with
toll lanes. This would move the bottleneck on the Beltway from Virginia into Maryland and is
expected to generate more traffic that will feed into local streets. This project is inconsistent
with the goals of the Transportation Planning Board to reduce on-road greenhouse gas
emissions 50 percent by 2030 and 80 percent by 2050. It would also increase air, water, and
noise pollution, including on local Oxon Hill roads adjacent to the Beltway.

Currently, the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority is studying a plan to extend the
Blue Line to National Harbor. The Southside Express toll lane expansion would impede these
efforts by taking space reserved for Metrorail on the Woodrow Wilson Bridge.

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Project from the regional transportation plan
during the June 20 meeting. Additionally, vote to remove all other segments of the Beltway
and 1-270 from the plan and re-evaluate the 900 miles of highway expansion projects in light of
our climate goals. Instead of highway expansion, better public transit including the Blue line
extension of metro, transit oriented development, and Transportation Demand Management
are solutions that will actually reduce congestion while cutting climate pollution, improving
public health, and increasing access to jobs, education, and healthcare for residents across the
region.

Sincerely,



Ralph DiGaetano
1051 Carnation Dr
Rockville, MD 20850
rdg5633@gmail.com
(240) 506-5175

This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual
associated with Sierra Club. If you need more information, please contact Member Care at
Sierra Club at member.care@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5673.



Laura Bachle

From: Paula Dinerstein (pdinerstein@peer.org) Sent You a Personal Message
<kwautomail@phone2action.com>

Sent: Tuesday, June 11, 2024 12:22 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Remove the Southside Express Lanes Widening Project from Visualize 2050

Dear Transportation Planning Board,

As a long-time resident of the DC area, | support increased public transportation. Toll lanes are
an unjust way to get only rich people out of the worst traffic, and road building in general only
increases traffic while creating much environmental harm and increased carbon emissions.

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Express toll lanes project proposed by the Virginia
Department of Transportation from the regional long range transportation plan, Visualize
2050.

This project would expand the Beltway from Springfield, Virginia to Oxon Hill, Maryland with
toll lanes. This would move the bottleneck on the Beltway from Virginia into Maryland and is
expected to generate more traffic that will feed into local streets. This project is inconsistent
with the goals of the Transportation Planning Board to reduce on-road greenhouse gas
emissions 50 percent by 2030 and 80 percent by 2050. It would also increase air, water, and
noise pollution, including on local Oxon Hill roads adjacent to the Beltway.

Currently, the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority is studying a plan to extend the
Blue Line to National Harbor. The Southside Express toll lane expansion would impede these
efforts by taking space reserved for Metrorail on the Woodrow Wilson Bridge.

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Project from the regional transportation plan

during the June 20 meeting. Additionally, vote to remove all other segments of the Beltway
and 1-270 from the plan and re-evaluate the 900 miles of highway expansion projects in light of
our climate goals. Instead of highway expansion, better public transit including the Blue line
extension of metro, transit oriented development, and Transportation Demand Management
are solutions that will actually reduce congestion while cutting climate pollution, improving
public health, and increasing access to jobs, education, and healthcare for residents across the
region.

Sincerely,



Paula Dinerstein

2616 Colston Dr

Chevy Chase, MD 20815
pdinerstein@peer.org
(301) 589-0210

This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual
associated with Sierra Club. If you need more information, please contact Member Care at
Sierra Club at member.care@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5673.



Laura Bachle

From: kristyjd@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Kristiana Doades
<kristyjd@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Thursday, June 6, 2024 12:19 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s flawed proposal to widen 1-495 from Springfield
to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the promised future
Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto connecting streets in
Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

The agency’s 495 Southside Express Lanes study also failed to examine a comprehensive
alternative combining transit, transit-oriented development, and travel demand management.
VDOT is ignoring our region’s transit-oriented development and climate change goals. VDOT
also has failed to thoroughly examine feasible near-term solutions to use available right-of-
way for an express bus and HOV lane.

Please reject this current proposal and demand that VDOT fix its study by evaluating more
effective alternatives consistent with our region’s vision for transit-friendly, sustainable
communities. For now, this project is not ready for our regional transportation plan and should
be kept out.

Sincerely,
Ms Kristiana Doades
4196 Waterway Dr Dumfries, VA 22025-1603 kristyjd@hotmail.com



Laura Bachle

From: Angela Dobransky (angeladobransky@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
<kwautomail@phone2action.com>

Sent: Monday, June 17, 2024 9:31 AM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Remove the Southside Express Lanes Widening Project from Visualize 2050

Dear Transportation Planning Board,

We don't need to create a traffic nightmare for citizens of Maryland in order to give Virginians
greater access to our great state.

Please vote to remove the I-495 Southside Express toll lanes project proposed by the Virginia
Department of Transportation from the regional long range transportation plan, Visualize
2050.

This project would expand the Beltway from Springfield, Virginia to Oxon Hill, Maryland with
toll lanes. This would move the bottleneck on the Beltway from Virginia into Maryland and is
expected to generate more traffic that will feed into local streets. This project is inconsistent
with the goals of the Transportation Planning Board to reduce on-road greenhouse gas
emissions 50 percent by 2030 and 80 percent by 2050. It would also increase air, water, and
noise pollution, including on local Oxon Hill roads adjacent to the Beltway.

Currently, the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority is studying a plan to extend the
Blue Line to National Harbor. The Southside Express toll lane expansion would impede these
efforts by taking space reserved for Metrorail on the Woodrow Wilson Bridge.

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Project from the regional transportation plan
during the June 20 meeting. Additionally, vote to remove all other segments of the Beltway
and 1-270 from the plan and re-evaluate the 900 miles of highway expansion projects in light of
our climate goals. Instead of highway expansion, better public transit including the Blue line
extension of metro, transit oriented development, and Transportation Demand Management
are solutions that will actually reduce congestion while cutting climate pollution, improving
public health, and increasing access to jobs, education, and healthcare for residents across the
region.

Sincerely,

Angela Dobransky



13403 Clifton Road

SILVER SPRING, MD 20904
angeladobransky@gmail.com
(301) 879-7873

This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual
associated with Sierra Club. If you need more information, please contact Member Care at
Sierra Club at member.care@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5673.



Laura Bachle

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Michael Donnellan <noreply@adv.actionnetwork.org>
Saturday, June 15, 2024 3:50 PM

TPBcomment

Remove the Southside Express Lanes from Visualize 2050

Transportation Planning Board ,

Dear TPB Member:

When the Transportation Planning Board (TPB) meets this month to finalize Visualize 2050, |
urge you to vote to remove the Southside Express Lanes from the transportation plan.
Construction of the Southside Express Lanes would block a future extension of Metro’s Blue
Line over the Woodrow Wilson Bridge. Instead of resolving congestion, it would shift a
bottleneck from Springfield to Oxon Hill. Moreover, the Southside Express Lanes are
inconsistent with TPB’s goals to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by reducing vehicle miles

traveled.

The Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority (WMATA) is currently studying a plan to
extend the Blue Line, including an extension over the Woodrow Wilson Bridge. A Blue Line
extension would not only address congestion in a more effective way than adding toll lanes to
the Beltway, but do so in in a sustainable way. WMATA's plan would also provide new transit
service to many communities including Alexandria, Rosslyn, Georgetown, Downtown DC,

Navy Yard, Buzzard Point, St. Elizabeths, Forest Heights, Oxon Hill and National Harbor.

The existing bottleneck at Springfield is emblematic of an inherent defect in toll lanes: They
induce more traffic and then create severe congestion where toll lanes end and that traffic
must merge into general lanes. VDOT'’s plan to shift congestion to Oxon Hill and block future

Metrorail would worsen regional transportation conditions.

We urge members of the TPB to remove the Southside Express Lanes from Visualize 2050.

Michael Donnellan
e_identity@hotmail.com

9113 Wire Ave

Silver Spring, Maryland 20901






Laura Bachle

From: c.t.dove@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Chris Dove
<c.t.dove@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Monday, June 17, 2024 10:41 AM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s flawed proposal to widen 1-495 from Springfield
to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the promised future
Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto connecting streets in
Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

The agency’s 495 Southside Express Lanes study also failed to examine a comprehensive
alternative combining transit, transit-oriented development, and travel demand management.
VDOT is ignoring our region’s transit-oriented development and climate change goals. VDOT
also has failed to thoroughly examine feasible near-term solutions to use available right-of-
way for an express bus and HOV lane.

Please reject this current proposal and demand that VDOT fix its study by evaluating more
effective alternatives consistent with our region’s vision for transit-friendly, sustainable
communities. For now, this project is not ready for our regional transportation plan and should
be kept out.

Sincerely,
Mr. Chris Dove
2918 Garfield St NW Washington, DC 20008-3536 c.t.dove@gmail.com



Laura Bachle

From: Christopher Dove <c.t.dove@gmail.com>

Sent: Monday, June 17, 2024 10:40 AM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Public Comment in re 6.20.24 Item 7 1-495 Southside Express Lanes

Transportation Planning Board members:

| am writing to oppose the inclusion of a project in your "Visualize" master plan that uses space on the Woodrow Wilson
Bridge reserved for future transit to add toll lanes instead. It is implausible that a tolling company would give up
revenue-generating space for heavy rail transit without significant payments that would substantially increase the cost
of a WMATA Blue Line Loop. Moreover, VDOT's concept documentation shows a rosy prediction of the engineering
constraints for adding Metrorail within the limited width of any HOT lanes that would be built.

Please do not accept these concept renderings as viable and ask VDOT to invest in a more comprehensive study of
alternatives, including direct transit investments and tolling of existing vehicle lanes to relieve congestion. Our region
needs to make it easier to move around without a car, and not easier to drive places.

Thank you for your consideration.

Chris Dove
Woodley Park



Laura Bachle

From: aparjd@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Robert Duffy
<aparjd@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Thursday, June 6, 2024 11:03 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s flawed proposal to widen 1-495 from Springfield
to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the promised future
Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto connecting streets in
Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

The agency’s 495 Southside Express Lanes study also failed to examine a comprehensive
alternative combining transit, transit-oriented development, and travel demand management.
VDOT is ignoring our region’s transit-oriented development and climate change goals. VDOT
also has failed to thoroughly examine feasible near-term solutions to use available right-of-
way for an express bus and HOV lane.

Please reject this current proposal and demand that VDOT fix its study by evaluating more
effective alternatives consistent with our region’s vision for transit-friendly, sustainable
communities. For now, this project is not ready for our regional transportation plan and should
be kept out.

Sincerely,

Mr. Robert Duffy

809 Devon Pl Alexandria, VA 22314-1214
aparjd@comcast.net



Laura Bachle

From: jimandcarey48@comcast.net

Sent: Thursday, June 6, 2024 3:02 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 495 Southside Express Lanes project out of Visualize 2050

Dear TPB Board Chair Henderson and Board Members,

VDOT’s proposal to widen I1-495 from Springfield to Maryland is seriously flawed. | am writing to ask that you vote to
exclude the 495 Southside Express Lanes from the Visualize 2050 long-range regional plan and air quality conformity and
require VDOT to undertake a more complete analysis of alternatives for transportation in this corridor.

VDOT'’s proposal is has too many unanswered questions and does not include an analysis of all alternatives to move
peoplein our region. For example,

VDOT'’s proposal would block the promised future Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more
traffic onto connecting streets in Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’'s.

VDOT claims that toll lanes built in the right-of-way reserved for future Metrorail on the bridge would not
preclude future rail. However, WMATA has significant concerns and sent a letter to VDOT on May 31 with 11
unanswered questions on both future transit right-of-way preservation and near-term bus services. Clearly, the
VDOT proposal is not ready to go into our region’s transportation plan.

VDOT has not studied the impacts of induced traffic from a bigger 1-495 on |-295, Route 210, Route 1, Telegraph
and Van Dorn, and other roads. The highway widening project can be expected to generate more traffic that will
feed into local streets.

VDOT has not included all transportation modes in its analysis of alternatives.

| respectfully ask you to take the following actions:

1.

At the June 20 TPB meeting, please vote to exclude the 495 Southside Express Lanes from the Visualize
2050 long-range regional plan and air quality conformity.
Require additional information from VDOT before considering amending Visualize 2050 to add this
project:
a. Amend the study scope and purpose and need statement, broadening it “to move more people
and provide alternatives to sitting in congestion.”
b. Conduct a true analysis of alternatives to include comprehensive and integrated transit, TOD,
and TDM alternatives with fair criteria, and commit to advancing multiple build alternatives for
detailed evaluation, including Metrorail and BRT.

Thanks so much,

Jim Durham, 703-508-0762
622 Fort Williams Pkwy
Alexandria, VA 22304

Virus-free.www.avg.com




Laura Bachle

From: Lauren Durland <laurendurland@gmail.com>

Sent: Monday, June 17, 2024 9:37 AM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Public Comment in re 6.20.24 Item 7 1-495 Southside Express Lanes

Transportation Planning Board members:

| am writing to oppose the inclusion of a project in your "Visualize" master plan that uses space on the Woodrow Wilson
Bridge reserved for future transit to add toll lanes instead. It is implausible that a tolling company would give up
revenue-generating space for heavy rail transit without significant payments that would substantially increase the cost
of a WMATA Blue Line Loop. Moreover, VDOT's concept documentation shows a rosy prediction of the engineering
constraints for adding Metrorail within the limited width of any HOT lanes that would be built.

Please do not accept these concept renderings as viable and ask VDOT to invest in a more comprehensive study of
alternatives, including direct transit investments and tolling of existing vehicle lanes to relieve congestion. Our region

needs to make it easier to move around without a car, and not easier to drive places.

Thank you for your consideration



Laura Bachle

From: lauraehle@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Laura Ehle
<lauraehle@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Thursday, June 6, 2024 5:53 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s flawed proposal to widen 1-495 from Springfield
to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the promised future
Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto connecting streets in
Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

The agency’s 495 Southside Express Lanes study also failed to examine a comprehensive
alternative combining transit, transit-oriented development, and travel demand management.
VDOT is ignoring our region’s transit-oriented development and climate change goals. VDOT
also has failed to thoroughly examine feasible near-term solutions to use available right-of-
way for an express bus and HOV lane.

Please reject this current proposal and demand that VDOT fix its study by evaluating more
effective alternatives consistent with our region’s vision for transit-friendly, sustainable
communities. For now, this project is not ready for our regional transportation plan and should
be kept out.

Sincerely,
Ms. Laura Ehle
2012 Hancock Dr Upper Marlboro, MD 20774-5613 lauraehle@comcast.net



Laura Bachle

From: Lee Eismann (lee.eismann@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
<kwautomail@phone2action.com>

Sent: Thursday, June 6, 2024 12:23 AM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Remove the Southside Express Lanes Widening Project from Visualize 2050

Dear Transportation Planning Board,

My wife and | use Metro as much as we can, and | do not drive into DC because of Metro's
convenience. My wife also uses Metro twice a week to commute to work.

Why would you even consider putting more cars on the road with this proposed project? This
sounds like a plan to put money into the pockets of VA politicians.

Let's get cars off the road by expanding Metro via the Wilson bridge!

Please vote to remove the I-495 Southside Express toll lanes project proposed by the Virginia
Department of Transportation from the regional long range transportation plan, Visualize
2050.

This project would expand the Beltway from Springfield, Virginia to Oxon Hill, Maryland with
toll lanes. This would move the bottleneck on the Beltway from Virginia into Maryland and is
expected to generate more traffic that will feed into local streets. This project is inconsistent
with the goals of the Transportation Planning Board to reduce on-road greenhouse gas
emissions 50 percent by 2030 and 80 percent by 2050. It would also increase air, water, and
noise pollution, including on local Oxon Hill roads adjacent to the Beltway.

Currently, the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority is studying a plan to extend the
Blue Line to National Harbor. The Southside Express toll lane expansion would impede these
efforts by taking space reserved for Metrorail on the Woodrow Wilson Bridge.

Please vote to remove the I-495 Southside Project from the regional transportation plan
during the June 20 meeting. Additionally, vote to remove all other segments of the Beltway
and 1-270 from the plan and re-evaluate the 900 miles of highway expansion projects in light of
our climate goals. Instead of highway expansion, better public transit including the Blue line
extension of metro, transit oriented development, and Transportation Demand Management
are solutions that will actually reduce congestion while cutting climate pollution, improving
public health, and increasing access to jobs, education, and healthcare for residents across the
region.



Sincerely,

Lee Eismann

15311 Littleton PI

Upper Marlboro, MD 20774
lee.eismann@gmail.com
(949) 436-6381

This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual
associated with Sierra Club. If you need more information, please contact Member Care at
Sierra Club at member.care@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5673.



Laura Bachle

From: acelder@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Allison Elder
<acelder@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Monday, June 17, 2024 8:05 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s flawed proposal to widen 1-495 from Springfield
to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the promised future
Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto connecting streets in
Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

The agency’s 495 Southside Express Lanes study also failed to examine a comprehensive
alternative combining transit, transit-oriented development, and travel demand management.
VDOT is ignoring our region’s transit-oriented development and climate change goals. VDOT
also has failed to thoroughly examine feasible near-term solutions to use available right-of-
way for an express bus and HOV lane.

Please reject this current proposal and demand that VDOT fix its study by evaluating more
effective alternatives consistent with our region’s vision for transit-friendly, sustainable
communities. For now, this project is not ready for our regional transportation plan and should
be kept out.

Sincerely,

Ms. Allison Elder

7710 Elba Rd Alexandria, VA 22306-2556
acelder@gmail.com



Laura Bachle

From: Barbara Elesh (bmelesh@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
<kwautomail@phone2action.com>

Sent: Sunday, June 16, 2024 3:13 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Remove the Southside Express Lanes Widening Project from Visualize 2050

Dear Transportation Planning Board,

At your June 20 meeting, please vote against letting Virginia push its way with toll lanes into
Maryland. We need the access of the Wilson Bridge for the extension of the Blue Line to
National Harbor. It is a royal pain to have to drive to National Harbor, which has become a
major hub for meetings and conferences. The Blue Line would provide much greater and less
expensive access to and from downtown DC and airports.

| also hope that you will stop the consideration of putting toll lanes on 1-270. The highway has
been tweaked by MDOT to make it much more user friendly since the pushback to Hogan's ill
conceived plan was so roundly opposed. (Had he lived and commuted anywhere near [-270
when he was governor, he might well have come to understand what a logistically,
economically, and environmentally awful idea that is.)

Thank you for the opportunity to comment.

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Express toll lanes project proposed by the Virginia
Department of Transportation from the regional long range transportation plan, Visualize
2050.

This project would expand the Beltway from Springfield, Virginia to Oxon Hill, Maryland with
toll lanes. This would move the bottleneck on the Beltway from Virginia into Maryland and is
expected to generate more traffic that will feed into local streets. This project is inconsistent
with the goals of the Transportation Planning Board to reduce on-road greenhouse gas
emissions 50 percent by 2030 and 80 percent by 2050. It would also increase air, water, and
noise pollution, including on local Oxon Hill roads adjacent to the Beltway.

Currently, the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority is studying a plan to extend the
Blue Line to National Harbor. The Southside Express toll lane expansion would impede these
efforts by taking space reserved for Metrorail on the Woodrow Wilson Bridge.

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Project from the regional transportation plan
during the June 20 meeting. Additionally, vote to remove all other segments of the Beltway

1



and 1-270 from the plan and re-evaluate the 900 miles of highway expansion projects in light of
our climate goals. Instead of highway expansion, better public transit including the Blue line
extension of metro, transit oriented development, and Transportation Demand Management
are solutions that will actually reduce congestion while cutting climate pollution, improving
public health, and increasing access to jobs, education, and healthcare for residents across the
region.

Sincerely,

Barbara Elesh

887 Azalea Drive
Rockville, MD 20850
bmelesh@gmail.com
(301) 340-0410

This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual
associated with Sierra Club. If you need more information, please contact Member Care at
Sierra Club at member.care@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5673.



Laura Bachle

From: Jade Elkins <jadenelkins@gmail.com>

Sent: Monday, June 17, 2024 8:24 AM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Public Comment in re 6.20.24 Item 7 1-495 Southside

Dear TPB Board Chair Henderson, Board Members, and all local elected officials:

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s flawed proposal to widen 1-495 from
Springfield to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the
promised future Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto
connecting streets in Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s. | urge you, through your
jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region Transportation Planning
Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan Visualize 2050. VDOT
claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes
alternative into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT's study of project
Impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential traffic
impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

Additionally, it is implausible that a tolling company would give up revenue-generating
space for heavy rail transit without significant payments that would substantially increase
the cost of a WMATA Blue Line Loop. Moreover, VDOT's concept documentation shows a
rosy prediction of the engineering constraints for adding Metrorail within the limited width
of any HOT lanes that would be built. Please do not accept these concept renderings as
viable and ask VDOT to invest in a more comprehensive study of alternatives, including
direct transit investments and tolling of existing vehicle lanes to relieve congestion. Our
region needs to make it easier to move around without a car, and not easier to drive
places.

Thank you for your consideration,
Jade Elkins

2401 Calvert St NW,
Washington, DC 20008



Laura Bachle

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Scott Ellison <noreply@adv.actionnetwork.org>

Friday, June 14, 2024 5:21 PM

TPBcomment

Remove the Southside Express Lanes from Visualize 2050

Transportation Planning Board ,
Dear TPB Member:

Toll lanes aren’t the solution to our long term transportation needs. Please focus more on

enhancements to transit service first and preserving the roadways we already have.

When the Transportation Planning Board (TPB) meets this month to finalize Visualize 2050, |
urge you to vote to remove the Southside Express Lanes from the transportation plan.
Construction of the Southside Express Lanes would block a future extension of Metro’s Blue
Line over the Woodrow Wilson Bridge. Instead of resolving congestion, it would shift a
bottleneck from Springfield to Oxon Hill. Moreover, the Southside Express Lanes are
inconsistent with TPB’s goals to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by reducing vehicle miles
traveled.

The Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority (WMATA) is currently studying a plan to
extend the Blue Line, including an extension over the Woodrow Wilson Bridge. A Blue Line
extension would not only address congestion in a more effective way than adding toll lanes to
the Beltway, but do so in in a sustainable way. WMATA's plan would also provide new transit
service to many communities including Alexandria, Rosslyn, Georgetown, Downtown DC,
Navy Yard, Buzzard Point, St. Elizabeths, Forest Heights, Oxon Hill and National Harbor.

The existing bottleneck at Springfield is emblematic of an inherent defect in toll lanes: They
induce more traffic and then create severe congestion where toll lanes end and that traffic
must merge into general lanes. VDOT'’s plan to shift congestion to Oxon Hill and block future

Metrorail would worsen regional transportation conditions.
We urge members of the TPB to remove the Southside Express Lanes from Visualize 2050.

Scott Ellison

swellison@gmail.com



618 T St NW, Apt 202
Washington, District of Columbia 20001



Laura Bachle

From: itsallab@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Charles English
<itsallab@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Tuesday, June 18, 2024 5:06 AM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s flawed proposal to widen 1-495 from Springfield
to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the promised future
Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto connecting streets in
Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

The agency’s 495 Southside Express Lanes study also failed to examine a comprehensive
alternative combining transit, transit-oriented development, and travel demand management.
VDOT is ignoring our region’s transit-oriented development and climate change goals. VDOT
also has failed to thoroughly examine feasible near-term solutions to use available right-of-
way for an express bus and HOV lane.

Please reject this current proposal and demand that VDOT fix its study by evaluating more
effective alternatives consistent with our region’s vision for transit-friendly, sustainable
communities. For now, this project is not ready for our regional transportation plan and should
be kept out.

Sincerely,
Mr Charles English
7408 Recard Ln Alexandria, VA 22307-1846 itsallab@me.com



Laura Bachle

From: jenifereoffl@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Jenifer Eoff <jenifereoffl
@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Monday, June 17, 2024 7:24 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s flawed proposal to widen 1-495 from Springfield
to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the promised future
Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto connecting streets in
Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

The agency’s 495 Southside Express Lanes study also failed to examine a comprehensive
alternative combining transit, transit-oriented development, and travel demand management.
VDOT is ignoring our region’s transit-oriented development and climate change goals. VDOT
also has failed to thoroughly examine feasible near-term solutions to use available right-of-
way for an express bus and HOV lane.

Please reject this current proposal and demand that VDOT fix its study by evaluating more
effective alternatives consistent with our region’s vision for transit-friendly, sustainable
communities. For now, this project is not ready for our regional transportation plan and should
be kept out.

Sincerely,
Ms. Jenifer Eoff
1945 Marthas Rd Alexandria, VA 22307-1953 jenifereoffl@gmail.com



Laura Bachle

From: lee263@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Lee Epstein <lee263
@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Thursday, June 6, 2024 11:23 AM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s flawed proposal to widen 1-495 from Springfield
to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the promised future
Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto connecting streets in
Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

As has all too often been the case in the past, VDOT’s 495 Southside Express Lanes study has
once again failed to examine a comprehensive alternative, which could, for example, include
transit, transit-oriented development, and travel demand management.

VDOT is ignoring our region’s transit-oriented development and climate change goals. VDOT
has failed to thoroughly examine feasible near-term solutions to use available right-of-way for
transit, and is recommending approval now of a project to be inserted into the list of planned
regional projects, one that would expand private automobile capacity before fully and
adequately examining alternatives. This is wholly inappropriate.

Please reject this current proposal and demand that VDOT fix its study by evaluating more
effective alternatives consistent with our region’s vision for transit-friendly, sustainable
communities. For now, this project is not ready for our regional transportation plan and should
be kept out.



Sincerely,
Mr. Lee Epstein
12612 Taylor Ct Silver Spring, MD 20904-3531 lee263@verizon.net



Laura Bachle

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Hi,

Ethan Epstein <etheps123@gmail.com>

Monday, June 17, 2024 11:55 AM

TPBcomment

Public Comment on June 20th Item 7 [-495 Southside Express Lanes

I’'m writing in opposition to the use of the reserved median space on the woodrow wilson bridge for auto travel. As the
bridge median was originally built to support rail transit, and is a critical component of WMATA’s long range blue line
plans to extend metro from Alexandria to National Harbor, it is necessary preserve this key right of way. Should auto
lanes be built here it would undoubtedly preclude any future investment in building a metro network that can

adequately serve our region.

Thanks!
Ethan Epstein



Laura Bachle

From: Eric <busche916@gmail.com>

Sent: Monday, June 17, 2024 5:07 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Public Comment in re 6.20.24 Item 7 1-495 Southside Express Lanes

Transportation Planning Board members:

| am writing to oppose the inclusion of a project in your "Visualize" master plan that uses space on the Woodrow Wilson
Bridge reserved for future transit to add toll lanes instead. It is implausible that a tolling company would give up
revenue-generating space for heavy rail transit without significant payments that would substantially increase the cost
of a WMATA Blue Line Loop. Moreover, VDOT's concept documentation shows a rosy prediction of the engineering
constraints for adding Metrorail within the limited width of any HOT lanes that would be built.

Seriously, just focus on getting to the BLOOP faster, which is going to improve outcomes for area residents.
Please do not accept these concept renderings as viable and ask VDOT to invest in a more comprehensive study of
alternatives, including direct transit investments and tolling of existing vehicle lanes to relieve congestion. Our region

needs to make it easier to move around without a car, and not easier to drive places.

Thank you for your consideration



Laura Bachle

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Hi,

Ernest Daniel Fleischer <edanielfleischer@gmail.com>

Monday, June 17, 2024 5:42 PM

TPBcomment

Public Comment on June 20th Item 7 1-495 Southside Express Lanes Project

I'm writing in opposition to the use of the reserved median space on the Woodrow Wilson bridge for auto travel. As the
bridge median was originally built to support rail transit, and is a critical component of WMATA's long range blue line
plans to extend metro from Alexandria to National Harbor, it is necessary to preserve this key right of way. Should auto
lanes be built here, it would undoubtedly preclude any future investment in building a metro network that can

adequately serve our region.

Thank you for your consideration,

Ernie



Laura Bachle

From: mayorofarcola@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of W. Christopher Farrell
<mayorofarcola@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Thursday, June 6, 2024 11:54 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s flawed proposal to widen 1-495 from Springfield
to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the promised future
Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto connecting streets in
Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

The agency’s 495 Southside Express Lanes study also failed to examine a comprehensive
alternative combining transit, transit-oriented development, and travel demand management.
VDOT is ignoring our region’s transit-oriented development and climate change goals. VDOT
also has failed to thoroughly examine feasible near-term solutions to use available right-of-
way for an express bus and HOV lane.

Please reject this current proposal and demand that VDOT fix its study by evaluating more
effective alternatives consistent with our region’s vision for transit-friendly, sustainable
communities. For now, this project is not ready for our regional transportation plan and should
be kept out.

Sincerely,

Mr W. Christopher Farrell

701 Horton Dr Wheaton, MD 20902-3010
mayorofarcola@gmail.com



Laura Bachle

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

W. Christopher Farrell <noreply@adv.actionnetwork.org>
Friday, June 14, 2024 2:52 PM

TPBcomment

Remove Southside Express Lanes from Visualize 2050

Transportation Planning Board ,
Dear TPB Member:

When the Transportation Planning Board (TPB) meets this month to finalize Visualize 2050, |
urge you to vote to remove the Southside Express Lanes from the transportation plan.
Construction of the Southside Express Lanes would block a future extension of Metro’s Blue
Line over the Woodrow Wilson Bridge. Instead of resolving congestion, it would shift a
bottleneck from Springfield to Oxon Hill. Moreover, the Southside Express Lanes are
inconsistent with TPB’s goals to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by reducing vehicle miles
traveled.

The Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority (WMATA) is currently studying a plan to
extend the Blue Line, including an extension over the Woodrow Wilson Bridge. A Blue Line
extension would not only address congestion in a more effective way than adding toll lanes to
the Beltway, but do so in in a sustainable way. WMATA's plan would also provide new transit
service to many communities including Alexandria, Rosslyn, Georgetown, Downtown DC,
Navy Yard, Buzzard Point, St. Elizabeths, Forest Heights, Oxon Hill and National Harbor.

The existing bottleneck at Springfield is emblematic of an inherent defect in toll lanes: They
induce more traffic and then create severe congestion where toll lanes end and that traffic
must merge into general lanes. VDOT'’s plan to shift congestion to Oxon Hill and block future

Metrorail would worsen regional transportation conditions.
We urge members of the TPB to remove the Southside Express Lanes from Visualize 2050.

W. Christopher Farrell
mayorofarcola@gmail.com
701 Horton Dr

Wheaton, Maryland 20902






Laura Bachle

From: Sebastian Fernandez (sebifn@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
<kwautomail@phone2action.com>

Sent: Friday, June 7, 2024 9:03 AM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Remove the Southside Express Lanes Widening Project from Visualize 2050

Dear Transportation Planning Board,

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Express toll lanes project proposed by the Virginia
Department of Transportation from the regional long range transportation plan, Visualize
2050.

This project would expand the Beltway from Springfield, Virginia to Oxon Hill, Maryland with
toll lanes. This would move the bottleneck on the Beltway from Virginia into Maryland and is
expected to generate more traffic that will feed into local streets. This project is inconsistent
with the goals of the Transportation Planning Board to reduce on-road greenhouse gas
emissions 50 percent by 2030 and 80 percent by 2050. It would also increase air, water, and
noise pollution, including on local Oxon Hill roads adjacent to the Beltway.

Currently, the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority is studying a plan to extend the
Blue Line to National Harbor. The Southside Express toll lane expansion would impede these
efforts by taking space reserved for Metrorail on the Woodrow Wilson Bridge.

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Project from the regional transportation plan
during the June 20 meeting. Additionally, vote to remove all other segments of the Beltway
and I-270 from the plan and re-evaluate the 900 miles of highway expansion projects in light of
our climate goals. Instead of highway expansion, better public transit including the Blue line
extension of metro, transit oriented development, and Transportation Demand Management
are solutions that will actually reduce congestion while cutting climate pollution, improving
public health, and increasing access to jobs, education, and healthcare for residents across the
region.

Sincerely,

Sebastian Fernandez
111 Rosewood Dr
Greenbelt, MD 20770
sebifn@gmail.com



(240) 723-6349

This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual
associated with Sierra Club. If you need more information, please contact Member Care at
Sierra Club at member.care@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5673.



Laura Bachle

From: fferris504@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Frank Ferris <fferris504
@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Monday, June 17, 2024 10:34 AM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s flawed proposal to widen 1-495 from Springfield
to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the promised future
Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto connecting streets in
Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

The agency’s 495 Southside Express Lanes study also failed to examine a comprehensive
alternative combining transit, transit-oriented development, and travel demand management.
VDOT is ignoring our region’s transit-oriented development and climate change goals. VDOT
also has failed to thoroughly examine feasible near-term solutions to use available right-of-
way for an express bus and HOV lane.

Please reject this current proposal and demand that VDOT fix its study by evaluating more
effective alternatives consistent with our region’s vision for transit-friendly, sustainable
communities. For now, this project is not ready for our regional transportation plan and should
be kept out.

Sincerely,
Dr. Frank Ferris
5901 Mount Eagle Dr Alexandria, VA 22303-2503 fferris504@gmail.com



Laura Bachle

From: Marcia Feuerstein (mfeuerst@hotmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
<kwautomail@phone2action.com>

Sent: Thursday, June 6, 2024 7:48 AM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Remove the Southside Express Lanes Widening Project from Visualize 2050

Dear Transportation Planning Board,
This is the wrong way to reduce auto use and will not serve the community.

Please vote to remove the I-495 Southside Express toll lanes project proposed by the Virginia
Department of Transportation from the regional long range transportation plan, Visualize
2050.

This project would expand the Beltway from Springfield, Virginia to Oxon Hill, Maryland with
toll lanes. This would move the bottleneck on the Beltway from Virginia into Maryland and is
expected to generate more traffic that will feed into local streets. This project is inconsistent
with the goals of the Transportation Planning Board to reduce on-road greenhouse gas
emissions 50 percent by 2030 and 80 percent by 2050. It would also increase air, water, and
noise pollution, including on local Oxon Hill roads adjacent to the Beltway.

Currently, the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority is studying a plan to extend the
Blue Line to National Harbor. The Southside Express toll lane expansion would impede these
efforts by taking space reserved for Metrorail on the Woodrow Wilson Bridge.

Please vote to remove the I-495 Southside Project from the regional transportation plan
during the June 20 meeting. Additionally, vote to remove all other segments of the Beltway
and 1-270 from the plan and re-evaluate the 900 miles of highway expansion projects in light of
our climate goals. Instead of highway expansion, better public transit including the Blue line
extension of metro, transit oriented development, and Transportation Demand Management
are solutions that will actually reduce congestion while cutting climate pollution, improving
public health, and increasing access to jobs, education, and healthcare for residents across the
region.

Sincerely,

Marcia Feuerstein
5242 Strathmore Ave



North Bethesda, MD 20852
mfeuerst@hotmail.com
(240) 669-9170

This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual
associated with Sierra Club. If you need more information, please contact Member Care at
Sierra Club at member.care@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5673.



Laura Bachle

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Randi Field <noreply@adv.actionnetwork.org>

Friday, June 14, 2024 4:05 PM

TPBcomment

Remove the Southside Express Lanes from Visualize 2050

Transportation Planning Board ,
Dear TPB Member:

When the Transportation Planning Board (TPB) meets this month to finalize Visualize 2050, |
urge you to vote to remove the Southside Express Lanes from the transportation plan.
Construction of the Southside Express Lanes would block a future extension of Metro’s Blue
Line over the Woodrow Wilson Bridge. Instead of resolving congestion, it would shift a
bottleneck from Springfield to Oxon Hill. Moreover, the Southside Express Lanes are
inconsistent with TPB’s goals to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by reducing vehicle miles
traveled.

The Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority (WMATA) is currently studying a plan to
extend the Blue Line, including an extension over the Woodrow Wilson Bridge. A Blue Line
extension would not only address congestion in a more effective way than adding toll lanes to
the Beltway, but do so in in a sustainable way. WMATA's plan would also provide new transit
service to many communities including Alexandria, Rosslyn, Georgetown, Downtown DC,
Navy Yard, Buzzard Point, St. Elizabeths, Forest Heights, Oxon Hill and National Harbor.

The existing bottleneck at Springfield is emblematic of an inherent defect in toll lanes: They
induce more traffic and then create severe congestion where toll lanes end and that traffic
must merge into general lanes. VDOT'’s plan to shift congestion to Oxon Hill and block future

Metrorail would worsen regional transportation conditions.
We urge members of the TPB to remove the Southside Express Lanes from Visualize 2050.

Randi Field
scribers@verizon.net

9307 Long Branch Parkway
Silver Spring, Maryland 20901






Laura Bachle

From: maureencfine@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Maureen Fine
<maureencfine@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Thursday, June 6, 2024 12:31 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s flawed proposal to widen 1-495 from Springfield
to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the promised future
Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto connecting streets in
Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

The agency’s 495 Southside Express Lanes study also failed to examine a comprehensive
alternative combining transit, transit-oriented development, and travel demand management.
VDOT is ignoring our region’s transit-oriented development and climate change goals. VDOT
also has failed to thoroughly examine feasible near-term solutions to use available right-of-
way for an express bus and HOV lane.

Please reject this current proposal and demand that VDOT fix its study by evaluating more
effective alternatives consistent with our region’s vision for transit-friendly, sustainable
communities. For now, this project is not ready for our regional transportation plan and should
be kept out.

Sincerely,
Ms. Maureen Fine
2509 Knighthill Ln Bowie, MD 20715-2754 maureencfine@gmail.com



Laura Bachle

From: Maureen Fine (maureencfine@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
<kwautomail@phone2action.com>

Sent: Thursday, June 6, 2024 1:07 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Remove the Southside Express Lanes Widening Project from Visualize 2050

Dear Transportation Planning Board,

We need to improve mass transit options to fight climate change. Widening our roads will only
end up with more congestion, along with decreased air and water quality and loss of natural
areas!

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Express toll lanes project proposed by the Virginia
Department of Transportation from the regional long range transportation plan, Visualize
2050.

This project would expand the Beltway from Springfield, Virginia to Oxon Hill, Maryland with
toll lanes. This would move the bottleneck on the Beltway from Virginia into Maryland and is
expected to generate more traffic that will feed into local streets. This project is inconsistent
with the goals of the Transportation Planning Board to reduce on-road greenhouse gas
emissions 50 percent by 2030 and 80 percent by 2050. It would also increase air, water, and
noise pollution, including on local Oxon Hill roads adjacent to the Beltway.

Currently, the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority is studying a plan to extend the
Blue Line to National Harbor. The Southside Express toll lane expansion would impede these
efforts by taking space reserved for Metrorail on the Woodrow Wilson Bridge.

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Project from the regional transportation plan
during the June 20 meeting. Additionally, vote to remove all other segments of the Beltway
and 1-270 from the plan and re-evaluate the 900 miles of highway expansion projects in light of
our climate goals. Instead of highway expansion, better public transit including the Blue line
extension of metro, transit oriented development, and Transportation Demand Management
are solutions that will actually reduce congestion while cutting climate pollution, improving
public health, and increasing access to jobs, education, and healthcare for residents across the
region.

Sincerely,



Maureen Fine

2509 Knighthill Ln

Bowie, MD 20715
maureencfine@gmail.com
(301) 464-9306

This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual
associated with Sierra Club. If you need more information, please contact Member Care at
Sierra Club at member.care@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5673.



Laura Bachle

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

David Fishback <noreply@adv.actionnetwork.org>
Friday, June 14, 2024 1:45 PM

TPBcomment

Remove the Southside Express Lanes from Visualize 2050

Transportation Planning Board ,
Dear TPB Member:

When the Transportation Planning Board (TPB) meets this month to finalize Visualize 2050, |
urge you to vote to remove the Southside Express Lanes from the transportation plan.
Construction of the Southside Express Lanes would block a future extension of Metro’s Blue
Line over the Woodrow Wilson Bridge. Instead of resolving congestion, it would shift a
bottleneck from Springfield to Oxon Hill. Moreover, the Southside Express Lanes are
inconsistent with TPB’s goals to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by reducing vehicle miles
traveled.

The Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority (WMATA) is currently studying a plan to
extend the Blue Line, including an extension over the Woodrow Wilson Bridge. A Blue Line
extension would not only address congestion in a more effective way than adding toll lanes to
the Beltway, but do so in in a sustainable way. WMATA's plan would also provide new transit
service to many communities including Alexandria, Rosslyn, Georgetown, Downtown DC,
Navy Yard, Buzzard Point, St. Elizabeths, Forest Heights, Oxon Hill and National Harbor.

The existing bottleneck at Springfield is emblematic of an inherent defect in toll lanes: They
induce more traffic and then create severe congestion where toll lanes end and that traffic
must merge into general lanes. VDOT'’s plan to shift congestion to Oxon Hill and block future

Metrorail would worsen regional transportation conditions.
We urge members of the TPB to remove the Southside Express Lanes from Visualize 2050.

David Fishback

fishbackds@gmail.com
4913 Continental Drive
Olney, Maryland 20832






Laura Bachle

From: valerie.j.e.fletcher@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Valerie Fletcher
<valerie.j.e.fletcher@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Monday, June 17, 2024 9:42 AM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s flawed proposal to widen 1-495 from Springfield
to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the promised future
Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto connecting streets in
Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

The agency’s 495 Southside Express Lanes study also failed to examine a comprehensive
alternative combining transit, transit-oriented development, and travel demand management.
VDOT is ignoring our region’s transit-oriented development and climate change goals. VDOT
also has failed to thoroughly examine feasible near-term solutions to use available right-of-
way for an express bus and HOV lane.

Please reject this current proposal and demand that VDOT fix its study by evaluating more
effective alternatives consistent with our region’s vision for transit-friendly, sustainable
communities. For now, this project is not ready for our regional transportation plan and should
be kept out.

Sincerely,
Dr Valerie Fletcher
5904 Mount Eagle Dr Alexandria, VA 22303-2534 valerie.j.e.fletcher@gmail.com



Laura Bachle

From: hannahfoll@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Hannah Follweiler
<hannahfoll@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Thursday, June 6, 2024 12:39 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s flawed proposal to widen 1-495 from Springfield
to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the promised future
Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto connecting streets in
Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

The agency’s 495 Southside Express Lanes study also failed to examine a comprehensive
alternative combining transit, transit-oriented development, and travel demand management.
VDOT is ignoring our region’s transit-oriented development and climate change goals. VDOT
also has failed to thoroughly examine feasible near-term solutions to use available right-of-
way for an express bus and HOV lane.

Please reject this current proposal and demand that VDOT fix its study by evaluating more
effective alternatives consistent with our region’s vision for transit-friendly, sustainable
communities. For now, this project is not ready for our regional transportation plan and should
be kept out.

Sincerely,
Ms. Hannah Follweiler
701 Swann Ave Apt 511 Alexandria, VA 22301-3120 hannahfoll@me.com



Laura Bachle

From: Nick Foster <nfoster84@gmail.com>

Sent: Monday, June 17, 2024 12:13 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Public Comment in re 6.20.24 Item 7 1-495 Southside Express Lanes

Dear Transportation Planning Board members,

| am writing to oppose the inclusion of a project in your "Visualize" master plan that uses space on the Woodrow Wilson
Bridge reserved for future transit to add toll lanes instead. It is implausible that a tolling company would give up
revenue-generating space for heavy rail transit without significant payments that would substantially increase the cost
of a WMATA Blue Line Loop. Moreover, VDOT's concept documentation shows a rosy prediction of the engineering
constraints for adding Metrorail within the limited width of any HOT lanes that would be built.

Please do not accept these concept renderings as viable and ask VDOT to invest in a more comprehensive study of
alternatives, including direct transit investments and tolling of existing vehicle lanes to relieve congestion. Our region
needs to make it easier to move around without a car, and not easier to drive places.

Please only allow the space on the Woodrow Wilson Bridge to only be used for a metro blue line "bloop".

Thank you for your consideration.

Best Regards,

Nick Foster



Laura Bachle

From: ericfowler24@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Eric Fowler <ericfowler24
@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Thursday, June 13, 2024 7:30 AM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s flawed proposal to widen 1-495 from Springfield
to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the promised future
Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto connecting streets in
Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

The agency’s 495 Southside Express Lanes study also failed to examine a comprehensive
alternative combining transit, transit-oriented development, and travel demand management.
VDOT is ignoring our region’s transit-oriented development and climate change goals. VDOT
also has failed to thoroughly examine feasible near-term solutions to use available right-of-
way for an express bus and HOV lane.

Please reject this current proposal and demand that VDOT fix its study by evaluating more
effective alternatives consistent with our region’s vision for transit-friendly, sustainable
communities. For now, this project is not ready for our regional transportation plan and should
be kept out.

Sincerely,
Mr Eric Fowler
8200 Wisconsin Ave Bethesda, MD 20814-3122 ericfowler24@gmail.com



Laura Bachle

From: sebastian.foxley@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Sebastian Foxley
<sebastian.foxley@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Tuesday, June 11, 2024 5:49 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s flawed proposal to widen 1-495 from Springfield
to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the promised future
Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto connecting streets in
Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

The agency’s 495 Southside Express Lanes study also failed to examine a comprehensive
alternative combining transit, transit-oriented development, and travel demand management.
VDOT is ignoring our region’s transit-oriented development and climate change goals. VDOT
also has failed to thoroughly examine feasible near-term solutions to use available right-of-
way for an express bus and HOV lane.

In plainer terms, when has widening a highway ever provided any sort of medium to long term
relief to traffic congestion? Spend 3 years adding a lane or two and within 5 the demand has
risen to meet the supply. Please try investing heavily in high quality public transit that is
affordable to lower-middle income individuals and families. It is a social and economic good.

Please reject this current proposal and demand that VDOT fix its study by evaluating more
effective alternatives consistent with our region’s vision for transit-friendly, sustainable
communities. For now, this project is not ready for our regional transportation plan and should
be kept out.



Sincerely,
Mr. Sebastian Foxley

1707 L St NW Washington, DC 20036-4201
sebastian.foxley@dmsas.com



Laura Bachle

From: foy.laura@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Laura Foy
<foy.laura@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Sunday, June 16, 2024 4:48 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s flawed proposal to widen 1-495 from Springfield
to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the promised future
Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto connecting streets in
Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

The agency’s 495 Southside Express Lanes study also failed to examine a comprehensive
alternative combining transit, transit-oriented development, and travel demand management.
VDOT is ignoring our region’s transit-oriented development and climate change goals. VDOT
also has failed to thoroughly examine feasible near-term solutions to use available right-of-
way for an express bus and HOV lane.

Please reject this current proposal and demand that VDOT fix its study by evaluating more
effective alternatives consistent with our region’s vision for transit-friendly, sustainable
communities. For now, this project is not ready for our regional transportation plan and should
be kept out.

Sincerely,
Ms. Laura Foy
5901 Mount Eagle Dr Alexandria, VA 22303-2503 foy.laura@yahoo.com



Laura Bachle

From: sinawik65@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Bill Frank <sinawik65
@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Sunday, June 16, 2024 5:47 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s flawed proposal to widen 1-495 from Springfield
to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the promised future
Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto connecting streets in
Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

The agency’s 495 Southside Express Lanes study also failed to examine a comprehensive
alternative combining transit, transit-oriented development, and travel demand management.
VDOT is ignoring our region’s transit-oriented development and climate change goals. VDOT
also has failed to thoroughly examine feasible near-term solutions to use available right-of-
way for an express bus and HOV lane.

Please reject this current proposal and demand that VDOT fix its study by evaluating more
effective alternatives consistent with our region’s vision for transit-friendly, sustainable
communities. For now, this project is not ready for our regional transportation plan and should
be kept out.

Sincerely,
Mr. Bill Frank
5904 Mount Eagle Dr Apt 106 Alexandria, VA 22303-2535 sinawik65@aol.com



Laura Bachle

From: Derek Frost (dtfrost@protonmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
<kwautomail@phone2action.com>

Sent: Wednesday, June 5, 2024 9:28 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Remove the Southside Express Lanes Widening Project from Visualize 2050

Dear Transportation Planning Board,

We need to get serious about emissions reduction and air quality. Widening highways is 20th
century thinking...

Please vote to remove the I-495 Southside Express toll lanes project proposed by the Virginia
Department of Transportation from the regional long range transportation plan, Visualize
2050.

This project would expand the Beltway from Springfield, Virginia to Oxon Hill, Maryland with
toll lanes. This would move the bottleneck on the Beltway from Virginia into Maryland and is
expected to generate more traffic that will feed into local streets. This project is inconsistent
with the goals of the Transportation Planning Board to reduce on-road greenhouse gas
emissions 50 percent by 2030 and 80 percent by 2050. It would also increase air, water, and
noise pollution, including on local Oxon Hill roads adjacent to the Beltway.

Currently, the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority is studying a plan to extend the
Blue Line to National Harbor. The Southside Express toll lane expansion would impede these
efforts by taking space reserved for Metrorail on the Woodrow Wilson Bridge.

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Project from the regional transportation plan
during the June 20 meeting. Additionally, vote to remove all other segments of the Beltway
and 1-270 from the plan and re-evaluate the 900 miles of highway expansion projects in light of
our climate goals. Instead of highway expansion, better public transit including the Blue line
extension of metro, transit oriented development, and Transportation Demand Management
are solutions that will actually reduce congestion while cutting climate pollution, improving
public health, and increasing access to jobs, education, and healthcare for residents across the
region.

Sincerely,

Derek Frost



4977 Battery Ln Unit 620
Bethesda, MD 20814
dtfrost@protonmail.com
(202) 256-9482

This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual
associated with Sierra Club. If you need more information, please contact Member Care at
Sierra Club at member.care@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5673.



Laura Bachle

From: Ashley <ashleyfundahn@gmail.com>

Sent: Monday, June 17, 2024 12:32 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Public Comment in re 6.20.24 Item 7 1-495 Southside Express Lanes

Transportation Planning Board members:

| am writing to oppose the inclusion of a project in your "Visualize" master plan that uses space on the Woodrow Wilson
Bridge reserved for future transit to add toll lanes instead. It is implausible that a tolling company would give up
revenue-generating space for heavy rail transit without significant payments that would substantially increase the cost
of a WMATA Blue Line Loop. Moreover, VDOT's concept documentation shows a rosy prediction of the engineering
constraints for adding Metrorail within the limited width of any HOT lanes that would be built.

Please do not accept these concept renderings as viable and ask VDOT to invest in a more comprehensive study of
alternatives, including direct transit investments and tolling of existing vehicle lanes to relieve congestion. Our region
needs to make it easier to move around without a car, and not easier to drive places.

Thank you for your consideration,

Ashley Fundahn



Laura Bachle

From: Peter T. B. Gale <galept@gmail.com>

Sent: Monday, June 17, 2024 7:35 AM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Public Comment in re 6.20.24 Item 7 1-495 Southside Express Lanes

Transportation Planning Board members:

| am writing to oppose the inclusion of a project in your Visualize 2045 master plan that uses space on the Woodrow
Wilson Bridge reserved for future transit to add toll lanes instead. It is implausible that a tolling company would give up
revenue-generating space for heavy rail transit without significant payments that would substantially increase the cost
of a WMATA Blue Line Loop. Moreover, VDOT's concept documentation shows a rosy prediction of the engineering
constraints for adding Metrorail within the limited width of any HOT lanes that would be built.

Please do not accept these concept renderings as viable and ask VDOT to invest in a more comprehensive study of
alternatives, including direct transit investments and tolling of existing vehicle lanes to relieve congestion. Our region

needs to make it easier to move around without a car, and not easier to drive places.

Thank you for your consideration



Laura Bachle

From: galept@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Peter Gale
<galept@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Monday, June 17, 2024 7:36 AM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s flawed proposal to widen 1-495 from Springfield
to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the promised future
Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto connecting streets in
Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

The agency’s 495 Southside Express Lanes study also failed to examine a comprehensive
alternative combining transit, transit-oriented development, and travel demand management.
VDOT is ignoring our region’s transit-oriented development and climate change goals. VDOT
also has failed to thoroughly examine feasible near-term solutions to use available right-of-
way for an express bus and HOV lane.

Please reject this current proposal and demand that VDOT fix its study by evaluating more
effective alternatives consistent with our region’s vision for transit-friendly, sustainable
communities. For now, this project is not ready for our regional transportation plan and should
be kept out.

Sincerely,
Mr. Peter Gale
2911 Newark St NW Washington, DC 20008-3340 galept@gmail.com



Laura Bachle

From: bill_kgp@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Bill Gallagher
<bill_kgp@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Thursday, June 6, 2024 2:00 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s flawed proposal to widen 1-495 from Springfield
to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the promised future
Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto connecting streets in
Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

The agency’s 495 Southside Express Lanes study also failed to examine a comprehensive
alternative combining transit, transit-oriented development, and travel demand management.
VDOT is ignoring our region’s transit-oriented development and climate change goals. VDOT
also has failed to thoroughly examine feasible near-term solutions to use available right-of-
way for an express bus and HOV lane.

Please reject this current proposal and demand that VDOT fix its study by evaluating more
effective alternatives consistent with our region’s vision for transit-friendly, sustainable
communities. For now, this project is not ready for our regional transportation plan and should
be kept out.

Sincerely,
Mr. Bill Gallagher
1777 Church St NW Studio Washington, DC 20036-1301 bill_kgp@hotmail.com



Laura Bachle

From: Janet Gallant (jmbgallant@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
<kwautomail@phone2action.com>

Sent: Saturday, June 15, 2024 5:09 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Remove the Southside Express Lanes Widening Project from Visualize 2050

Dear Transportation Planning Board,

The Southside project is bad for Maryland and the region: it would create a new traffic
bottleneck at Oxon Hill where the toll lanes terminate, and it would end chances of WMATA?s
Blue Line eventually crossing the Wilson Bridge. Prince George's County clearly does not want
the Southside project. VDOT's for-profit toll lanes are highly inequitable, will leave the vast
majority of the public in worse congestion than they are in now, and will cause grave
environmental damage. | urge you to vote to remove this project from Visualize 2050.

Please vote to remove the I-495 Southside Express toll lanes project proposed by the Virginia
Department of Transportation from the regional long range transportation plan, Visualize
2050.

This project would expand the Beltway from Springfield, Virginia to Oxon Hill, Maryland with
toll lanes. This would move the bottleneck on the Beltway from Virginia into Maryland and is
expected to generate more traffic that will feed into local streets. This project is inconsistent
with the goals of the Transportation Planning Board to reduce on-road greenhouse gas
emissions 50 percent by 2030 and 80 percent by 2050. It would also increase air, water, and
noise pollution, including on local Oxon Hill roads adjacent to the Beltway.

Currently, the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority is studying a plan to extend the
Blue Line to National Harbor. The Southside Express toll lane expansion would impede these
efforts by taking space reserved for Metrorail on the Woodrow Wilson Bridge.

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Project from the regional transportation plan

during the June 20 meeting. Additionally, vote to remove all other segments of the Beltway
and 1-270 from the plan and re-evaluate the 900 miles of highway expansion projects in light of
our climate goals. Instead of highway expansion, better public transit including the Blue line
extension of metro, transit oriented development, and Transportation Demand Management
are solutions that will actually reduce congestion while cutting climate pollution, improving
public health, and increasing access to jobs, education, and healthcare for residents across the
region.



Sincerely,

Janet Gallant

664 Azalea Dr
Rockville, MD 20850
jmbgallant@gmail.com
(301) 762-4024

This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual
associated with Sierra Club. If you need more information, please contact Member Care at
Sierra Club at member.care@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5673.



Laura Bachle

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

bob garber <noreply@adv.actionnetwork.org>

Saturday, June 15, 2024 9:24 PM

TPBcomment

Remove the Southside Express Lanes from Visualize 2050

Transportation Planning Board ,
Dear TPB Member:

When the Transportation Planning Board (TPB) meets this month to finalize Visualize 2050, |
urge you to vote to remove the Southside Express Lanes from the transportation plan.
Construction of the Southside Express Lanes would block a future extension of Metro’s Blue
Line over the Woodrow Wilson Bridge. Instead of resolving congestion, it would shift a
bottleneck from Springfield to Oxon Hill. Moreover, the Southside Express Lanes are
inconsistent with TPB’s goals to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by reducing vehicle miles
traveled.

The Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority (WMATA) is currently studying a plan to
extend the Blue Line, including an extension over the Woodrow Wilson Bridge. A Blue Line
extension would not only address congestion in a more effective way than adding toll lanes to
the Beltway, but do so in in a sustainable way. WMATA's plan would also provide new transit
service to many communities including Alexandria, Rosslyn, Georgetown, Downtown DC,
Navy Yard, Buzzard Point, St. Elizabeths, Forest Heights, Oxon Hill and National Harbor.

The existing bottleneck at Springfield is emblematic of an inherent defect in toll lanes: They
induce more traffic and then create severe congestion where toll lanes end and that traffic
must merge into general lanes. VDOT'’s plan to shift congestion to Oxon Hill and block future

Metrorail would worsen regional transportation conditions.
We urge members of the TPB to remove the Southside Express Lanes from Visualize 2050.

bob garber
bobgarber46@gmail.com
22 hillside

greenbelt, Maryland 20770






Laura Bachle

From: Dylan Gardner <dylancgardner@icloud.com>

Sent: Tuesday, June 18, 2024 2:09 AM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Opposition to Woodrow Wilson Bridge Express Lanes
Hello,

| hope this email finds you well.

| just wanted to express my opposition to the use of reserved median space on Woodrow
Wilson Bridge for auto travel. These lanes have been built to serve as the right of way for
future rail travel, and as a resident of Kingstown who would greatly benefit from Metro
expansion, | would hate to see the opportunity go away. A Blue line loop would mean a direct
and accessible line to my work, and greater mobility for residents of the DMV as a whole.

Please preserve these lanes for rail travel and metro expansion.

Best,
Dylan Gardner



Laura Bachle

From: Patrick Garvey (garvpl75@aol.com) Sent You a Personal Message
<kwautomail@phone2action.com>

Sent: Wednesday, June 5, 2024 9:04 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Remove the Southside Express Lanes Widening Project from Visualize 2050

Dear Transportation Planning Board,

The Metro system is essential to the Greater Washington area. Expanding Metro is so much
more important than adding more car lanes across the Potomac river. Please ensure that
Metro has the ability to cross the river at the Wilson bridge. It is very important to our
community.

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Express toll lanes project proposed by the Virginia
Department of Transportation from the regional long range transportation plan, Visualize
2050.

This project would expand the Beltway from Springfield, Virginia to Oxon Hill, Maryland with
toll lanes. This would move the bottleneck on the Beltway from Virginia into Maryland and is
expected to generate more traffic that will feed into local streets. This project is inconsistent
with the goals of the Transportation Planning Board to reduce on-road greenhouse gas
emissions 50 percent by 2030 and 80 percent by 2050. It would also increase air, water, and
noise pollution, including on local Oxon Hill roads adjacent to the Beltway.

Currently, the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority is studying a plan to extend the
Blue Line to National Harbor. The Southside Express toll lane expansion would impede these
efforts by taking space reserved for Metrorail on the Woodrow Wilson Bridge.

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Project from the regional transportation plan

during the June 20 meeting. Additionally, vote to remove all other segments of the Beltway
and 1-270 from the plan and re-evaluate the 900 miles of highway expansion projects in light of
our climate goals. Instead of highway expansion, better public transit including the Blue line
extension of metro, transit oriented development, and Transportation Demand Management
are solutions that will actually reduce congestion while cutting climate pollution, improving
public health, and increasing access to jobs, education, and healthcare for residents across the
region.

Sincerely,



Patrick Garvey

5105 Saratoga Ave
Bethesda, MD 20816
garvpl75@aol.com
(301) 652-3223

This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual
associated with Sierra Club. If you need more information, please contact Member Care at
Sierra Club at member.care@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5673.



Laura Bachle

From: Karen Gaye (kdgaye@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
<kwautomail@phone2action.com>

Sent: Sunday, June 16, 2024 7:41 AM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Remove the Southside Express Lanes Widening Project from Visualize 2050

Dear Transportation Planning Board,

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Express toll lanes project proposed by the Virginia
Department of Transportation from the regional long range transportation plan, Visualize
2050.

This project would expand the Beltway from Springfield, Virginia to Oxon Hill, Maryland with
toll lanes. This would move the bottleneck on the Beltway from Virginia into Maryland and is
expected to generate more traffic that will feed into local streets. This project is inconsistent
with the goals of the Transportation Planning Board to reduce on-road greenhouse gas
emissions 50 percent by 2030 and 80 percent by 2050. It would also increase air, water, and
noise pollution, including on local Oxon Hill roads adjacent to the Beltway.

Currently, the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority is studying a plan to extend the
Blue Line to National Harbor. The Southside Express toll lane expansion would impede these
efforts by taking space reserved for Metrorail on the Woodrow Wilson Bridge.

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Project from the regional transportation plan
during the June 20 meeting. Additionally, vote to remove all other segments of the Beltway
and I-270 from the plan and re-evaluate the 900 miles of highway expansion projects in light of
our climate goals. Instead of highway expansion, better public transit including the Blue line
extension of metro, transit oriented development, and Transportation Demand Management
are solutions that will actually reduce congestion while cutting climate pollution, improving
public health, and increasing access to jobs, education, and healthcare for residents across the
region.

Sincerely,

Karen Gaye

1503 Rockwood DR Rockville, MD
Rockville, MD 20851
kdgaye@gmail.com



(301) 545-0142

This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual
associated with Sierra Club. If you need more information, please contact Member Care at
Sierra Club at member.care@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5673.



Laura Bachle

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jody George <noreply@adv.actionnetwork.org>

Friday, June 14, 2024 3:19 PM

TPBcomment

Remove the Southside Express Lanes from Visualize 2050

Transportation Planning Board ,
Dear TPB Member:

When the Transportation Planning Board (TPB) meets this month to finalize Visualize 2050, |
urge you to vote to remove the Southside Express Lanes from the transportation plan.
Construction of the Southside Express Lanes would block a future extension of Metro’s Blue
Line over the Woodrow Wilson Bridge. Instead of resolving congestion, it would shift a
bottleneck from Springfield to Oxon Hill. Moreover, the Southside Express Lanes are
inconsistent with TPB’s goals to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by reducing vehicle miles
traveled.

The Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority (WMATA) is currently studying a plan to
extend the Blue Line, including an extension over the Woodrow Wilson Bridge. A Blue Line
extension would not only address congestion in a more effective way than adding toll lanes to
the Beltway, but do so in in a sustainable way. WMATA's plan would also provide new transit
service to many communities including Alexandria, Rosslyn, Georgetown, Downtown DC,
Navy Yard, Buzzard Point, St. Elizabeths, Forest Heights, Oxon Hill and National Harbor.

The existing bottleneck at Springfield is emblematic of an inherent defect in toll lanes: They
induce more traffic and then create severe congestion where toll lanes end and that traffic
must merge into general lanes. VDOT'’s plan to shift congestion to Oxon Hill and block future

Metrorail would worsen regional transportation conditions.
We urge members of the TPB to remove the Southside Express Lanes from Visualize 2050.

Jody George
jodyegeorge@yahoo.com
5903 Beech Avenue
Bethesda, Maryland 20817






Laura Bachle

From: Katie Gibson <kaygibs@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, June 18, 2024 8:33 AM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Public Comment in re 6.20.24 Item 7 1-495 Southside Express Lanes

Transportation Planning Board members:

| am writing to oppose the inclusion of a project in your "Visualize" master plan that uses space on the Woodrow Wilson
Bridge reserved for future transit to add toll lanes instead. It is implausible that a tolling company would give up
revenue-generating space for heavy rail transit without significant payments that would substantially increase the cost
of a WMATA Blue Line Loop. Moreover, VDOT's concept documentation shows a rosy prediction of the engineering
constraints for adding Metrorail within the limited width of any HOT lanes that would be built.

Please do not accept these concept renderings as viable and ask VDOT to invest in a more comprehensive study of
alternatives, including direct transit investments and tolling of existing vehicle lanes to relieve congestion. Our region

needs to make it easier to move around without a car, and not easier to drive places.

Thank you for your consideration



Laura Bachle

From: mattimus.girardi@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Matthew Girardi
<mattimus.girardi@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Friday, June 7, 2024 10:08 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s flawed proposal to widen 1-495 from Springfield
to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the promised future
Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto connecting streets in
Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

The agency’s 495 Southside Express Lanes study also failed to examine a comprehensive
alternative combining transit, transit-oriented development, and travel demand management.
VDOT is ignoring our region’s transit-oriented development and climate change goals. VDOT
also has failed to thoroughly examine feasible near-term solutions to use available right-of-
way for an express bus and HOV lane.

Please reject this current proposal and demand that VDOT fix its study by evaluating more
effective alternatives consistent with our region’s vision for transit-friendly, sustainable
communities. For now, this project is not ready for our regional transportation plan and should
be kept out.

Sincerely,
Mr. Matthew Girardi
5415 Connecticut Ave NW Washington, DC 20015-2765 mattimus.girardi@gmail.com



Laura Bachle

From: mattimus.girardi@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Matthew Girardi
<mattimus.girardi@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Monday, June 17, 2024 2:36 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s flawed proposal to widen 1-495 from Springfield
to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the promised future
Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto connecting streets in
Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

The agency’s 495 Southside Express Lanes study also failed to examine a comprehensive
alternative combining transit, transit-oriented development, and travel demand management.
VDOT is ignoring our region’s transit-oriented development and climate change goals. VDOT
also has failed to thoroughly examine feasible near-term solutions to use available right-of-
way for an express bus and HOV lane.

Please reject this current proposal and demand that VDOT fix its study by evaluating more
effective alternatives consistent with our region’s vision for transit-friendly, sustainable
communities. For now, this project is not ready for our regional transportation plan and should
be kept out.

Sincerely,
Mr. Matthew Girardi
5415 Connecticut Ave NW Washington, DC 20015-2765 mattimus.girardi@gmail.com



Laura Bachle

From: janeannegleason@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of JaneAnne Gleason
<janeannegleason@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Sunday, June 16, 2024 5:15 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s flawed proposal to widen 1-495 from Springfield
to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the promised future
Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto connecting streets in
Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

The agency’s 495 Southside Express Lanes study also failed to examine a comprehensive
alternative combining transit, transit-oriented development, and travel demand management.
VDOT is ignoring our region’s transit-oriented development and climate change goals. VDOT
also has failed to thoroughly examine feasible near-term solutions to use available right-of-
way for an express bus and HOV lane.

As an individual who lives in Montebello Condos on Route 1 just before the exit to the Beltway
| see the traffic that backs up now in the evening at going onto to the bridge. This plan will be a
disaster. and must be stoped.

Please reject this current proposal and demand that VDOT fix its study by evaluating more
effective alternatives consistent with our region’s vision for transit-friendly, sustainable
communities. For now, this project is not ready for our regional transportation plan and should
be kept out.



Sincerely,
Mrs. JaneAnne Gleason
5901 Mount Eagle Dr Apt 316 Alexandria, VA 22303-2505 janeannegleason@icloud.com



Laura Bachle

From: Daniel Glista <dnglista@gmail.com>

Sent: Monday, June 17, 2024 9:52 AM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Public Comment in re 6.20.24 Item 7 1-495 Southside Express Lanes

Transportation Planning Board members:

| am writing to oppose the inclusion of a project in your "Visualize" master plan that uses space on the Woodrow Wilson
Bridge reserved for future transit to add toll lanes instead. It is implausible that a tolling company would give up
revenue-generating space for heavy rail transit without significant payments that would substantially increase the cost
of a WMATA Blue Line Loop. Moreover, VDOT's concept documentation shows a rosy prediction of the engineering
constraints for adding Metrorail within the limited width of any HOT lanes that would be built.

Please do not accept these concept renderings as viable and ask VDOT to invest in a more comprehensive study of
alternatives, including direct transit investments and tolling of existing vehicle lanes to relieve congestion. Our region

needs to make it easier to move around without a car, and not easier to drive places.

Thank you for your consideration



Laura Bachle

From: goffmane@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Ethan Goffman
<goffmane@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Thursday, June 6, 2024 10:22 AM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s flawed proposal to widen 1-495 from Springfield
to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the promised future
Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto connecting streets in
Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

The agency’s 495 Southside Express Lanes study also failed to examine a comprehensive
alternative combining transit, transit-oriented development, and travel demand management.
VDOT is ignoring our region’s transit-oriented development and climate change goals. VDOT
also has failed to thoroughly examine feasible near-term solutions to use available right-of-
way for an express bus and HOV lane.

Please reject this current proposal and demand that VDOT fix its study by evaluating more
effective alternatives consistent with our region’s vision for transit-friendly, sustainable
communities. For now, this project is not ready for our regional transportation plan and should
be kept out.

Sincerely,
Dr. Ethan Goffman
523 N Horners Ln Rockville, MD 20850-1250 goffmane@yahoo.com



Laura Bachle

From: Gogal.danny@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Danny Gogal
<Gogal.danny@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Monday, June 3, 2024 11:09 AM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s misguided proposal to widen 1-495 from
Springfield to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the
promised future Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto
connecting streets in Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

The agency’s 495 Southside Express Lanes study also failed to examine a comprehensive
alternative combining transit, transit-oriented development, and travel demand management.
VDOT is ignoring our region’s transit-oriented development and climate change goals. VDOT
also has failed to thoroughly examine feasible near-term solutions to use available right-of-
way for an express bus and HOV lane.

Please reject this current proposal and demand that VDOT fix its study by evaluating more
effective alternatives consistent with our region’s vision for transit-friendly, sustainable
communities. For now, this project is not ready for our regional transportation plan and should
be kept out.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Mr. Danny Gogal



401 M St SW Washington, DC 20024-2610
Gogal.danny@epa.gov



Laura Bachle

From: brgoggs@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Brian Goggin
<brgoggs@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Thursday, June 6, 2024 10:24 AM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s flawed proposal to widen 1-495 from Springfield
to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the promised future
Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto connecting streets in
Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

Hello DC elected officials, | am a DC resident that is deeply concerns about the agency’s 495
Southside Express Lanes study, which also failed to examine a comprehensive alternative
combining transit, transit-oriented development, and travel demand management. VDOT is
ignoring our region’s transit-oriented development and climate change goals. VDOT also has
failed to thoroughly examine feasible near-term solutions to use available right-of-way for an
express bus and HOV lane.

We must preserve the opportunity to have transit on the future bridge to meet the mobility
and climate goals of the region.

Please reject this current proposal and demand that VDOT fix its study by evaluating more
effective alternatives consistent with our region’s vision for transit-friendly, sustainable
communities. For now, this project is not ready for our regional transportation plan and should
be kept out.



Sincerely,
Mr. Brian Goggin
1344 4th St SW Washington, DC 20024-2202 brgoggs@gmail.com



Laura Bachle

From: cdg.gsquared@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of charles goldman
<cdg.gsquared@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Thursday, June 6, 2024 12:07 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s flawed proposal to widen 1-495 from Springfield
to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the promised future
Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto connecting streets in
Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

The agency’s 495 Southside Express Lanes study also failed to examine a comprehensive
alternative combining transit, transit-oriented development, and travel demand management.
VDOT is ignoring our region’s transit-oriented development and climate change goals. VDOT
also has failed to thoroughly examine feasible near-term solutions to use available right-of-
way for an express bus and HOV lane.

Please reject this current proposal and demand that VDOT fix its study by evaluating more
effective alternatives consistent with our region’s vision for transit-friendly, sustainable
communities. For now, this project is not ready for our regional transportation plan and should
be kept out.

Sincerely,
Mr. charles goldman
10715 Gatewood Ave # 20903 Silver Spring, MD 20903-1014 cdg.gsquared@att.net



Laura Bachle

From: Robin Goldstein (robinagoldstein@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
<kwautomail@phone2action.com>

Sent: Sunday, June 16, 2024 9:26 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Remove the Southside Express Lanes Widening Project from Visualize 2050

Dear Transportation Planning Board,

To the: Transportation Planning Board. | oppose the Southside toll lanes and support smart,
effective alternatives that meet the public?s real needs.

Please vote to remove the I-495 Southside Express toll lanes project proposed by the Virginia
Department of Transportation from the regional long range transportation plan, Visualize
2050.

This project would expand the Beltway from Springfield, Virginia to Oxon Hill, Maryland with
toll lanes. This would move the bottleneck on the Beltway from Virginia into Maryland and is
expected to generate more traffic that will feed into local streets. This project is inconsistent
with the goals of the Transportation Planning Board to reduce on-road greenhouse gas
emissions 50 percent by 2030 and 80 percent by 2050. It would also increase air, water, and
noise pollution, including on local Oxon Hill roads adjacent to the Beltway.

Currently, the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority is studying a plan to extend the
Blue Line to National Harbor. The Southside Express toll lane expansion would impede these
efforts by taking space reserved for Metrorail on the Woodrow Wilson Bridge.

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Project from the regional transportation plan
during the June 20 meeting. Additionally, vote to remove all other segments of the Beltway
and 1-270 from the plan and re-evaluate the 900 miles of highway expansion projects in light of
our climate goals. Instead of highway expansion, better public transit including the Blue line
extension of metro, transit oriented development, and Transportation Demand Management
are solutions that will actually reduce congestion while cutting climate pollution, improving
public health, and increasing access to jobs, education, and healthcare for residents across the
region.

Sincerely,

Robin Goldstein



5225 Pooks Hill Road
Bethesda, MD 20814
robinagoldstein@gmail.com
(301) 922-5479

This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual
associated with Sierra Club. If you need more information, please contact Member Care at
Sierra Club at member.care@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5673.



Laura Bachle

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Robert Gole <noreply@adv.actionnetwork.org>
Saturday, June 15, 2024 12:04 PM

TPBcomment

Remove the Southside Express Lanes from Visualize 2050

Transportation Planning Board ,
Dear TPB Member:

When the Transportation Planning Board (TPB) meets this month to finalize Visualize 2050, |
urge you to vote to remove the Southside Express Lanes from the transportation plan.
Construction of the Southside Express Lanes would block a future extension of Metro’s Blue
Line over the Woodrow Wilson Bridge. Instead of resolving congestion, it would shift a
bottleneck from Springfield to Oxon Hill. Moreover, the Southside Express Lanes are
inconsistent with TPB’s goals to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by reducing vehicle miles
traveled.

The Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority (WMATA) is currently studying a plan to
extend the Blue Line, including an extension over the Woodrow Wilson Bridge. A Blue Line
extension would not only address congestion in a more effective way than adding toll lanes to
the Beltway, but do so in in a sustainable way. WMATA's plan would also provide new transit
service to many communities including Alexandria, Rosslyn, Georgetown, Downtown DC,
Navy Yard, Buzzard Point, St. Elizabeths, Forest Heights, Oxon Hill and National Harbor.

The existing bottleneck at Springfield is emblematic of an inherent defect in toll lanes: They
induce more traffic and then create severe congestion where toll lanes end and that traffic
must merge into general lanes. VDOT'’s plan to shift congestion to Oxon Hill and block future

Metrorail would worsen regional transportation conditions.
We urge members of the TPB to remove the Southside Express Lanes from Visualize 2050.

Robert Gole
skipgole@gmail.com

9400 Ewing Dr.

Bethesda, Maryland 20817-2436






Laura Bachle

From: Diana Gomez (dianapgh@yahoo.com) Sent You a Personal Message
<kwautomail@phone2action.com>

Sent: Wednesday, June 5, 2024 9:45 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Remove the Southside Express Lanes Widening Project from Visualize 2050

Dear Transportation Planning Board,

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Express toll lanes project proposed by the Virginia
Department of Transportation from the regional long range transportation plan, Visualize
2050.

This project would expand the Beltway from Springfield, Virginia to Oxon Hill, Maryland with
toll lanes. This would move the bottleneck on the Beltway from Virginia into Maryland and is
expected to generate more traffic that will feed into local streets. This project is inconsistent
with the goals of the Transportation Planning Board to reduce on-road greenhouse gas
emissions 50 percent by 2030 and 80 percent by 2050. It would also increase air, water, and
noise pollution, including on local Oxon Hill roads adjacent to the Beltway.

Currently, the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority is studying a plan to extend the
Blue Line to National Harbor. The Southside Express toll lane expansion would impede these
efforts by taking space reserved for Metrorail on the Woodrow Wilson Bridge.

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Project from the regional transportation plan
during the June 20 meeting. Additionally, vote to remove all other segments of the Beltway
and I-270 from the plan and re-evaluate the 900 miles of highway expansion projects in light of
our climate goals. Instead of highway expansion, better public transit including the Blue line
extension of metro, transit oriented development, and Transportation Demand Management
are solutions that will actually reduce congestion while cutting climate pollution, improving
public health, and increasing access to jobs, education, and healthcare for residents across the
region.

Sincerely,

Diana Gomez

1900 Lyttonsville Rd
Silver Spring, MD 20910
dianapgh@yahoo.com



(301) 562-0698

This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual
associated with Sierra Club. If you need more information, please contact Member Care at
Sierra Club at member.care@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5673.



Laura Bachle

From: Rebecca E. Gomez <regomez77@gmail.com>

Sent: Monday, June 17, 2024 8:00 AM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Public Comment in re 6.20.24 Item 7 1-495 Southside Express Lanes

Transportation Planning Board members:

| am writing to oppose the inclusion of a project in your Visualize 2045 master plan that uses space on the Woodrow
Wilson Bridge reserved for future transit to add toll lanes instead. It is implausible that a tolling company would give up
revenue-generating space for heavy rail transit without significant payments that would substantially increase the cost
of a WMATA Blue Line Loop. Moreover, VDOT's concept documentation shows a rosy prediction of the engineering

constraints for adding Metrorail within the limited width of any HOT lanes that would be built. "One more lane"
will do nothing to help the public. Do not use public funds for something that is not a public
good, when expanded metro will immensely positively impact the public in the future.

Please do not accept these concept renderings as viable and ask VDOT to invest in a more comprehensive study of
alternatives, including direct transit investments and tolling of existing vehicle lanes to relieve congestion. Our region
needs to make it easier to move around without a car, and not easier to drive places.

Thank you for your consideration,

Rebecca Gomez



Laura Bachle

From: hairy.elefantel@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Elwyn Gonzalez <hairy.elefantel
@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Monday, June 3, 2024 12:12 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s misguided proposal to widen 1-495 from
Springfield to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the
promised future Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto
connecting streets in Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

The timing of this cannot be more critical as WMATA comes close to completing the
Blue/Orange/Silver Capacity & Reliability Study, which has demonstrated that a new Blue line
metrorail connection to National Harbor performs the best of the six alternatives studied. Not
only would preserving the right-of-way along the Woodrow Wilson Bridge lead to higher
metrorail ridership and annual fare revenue for the system, utilizing the Bridge for new
metrorail service will fulfill economic and equitable benefits to our neighbors throughout
Ward 8, Prince Georges County, and the City of Alexandria (source:
https://www.wmata.com/initiatives/plans/BOS-Capacity-Reliability-Study/BOS-Concepts.cfm).

VDOT's 495 Southside Express Lanes study also failed to examine a comprehensive alternative
combining transit, transit-oriented development, and travel demand management. VDOT is
ignoring our region’s transit-oriented development and climate change goals. VDOT also has
failed to thoroughly examine feasible near-term solutions to use available right-of-way for an
express bus and HOV lane.



Please reject this current proposal and demand that VDOT fix its study by evaluating more
effective alternatives consistent with our region’s vision for transit-friendly, sustainable
communities. For now, this project is not ready for our regional transportation plan and should
be kept out.

Sincerely,
Sincerely,

Mr. Elwyn Gonzalez
3000 7th St NE Washington, DC 20017-1432 hairy.elefantel@gmail.com



Laura Bachle

From: Ted Gotsch <ted.gotsch@yahoo.com>

Sent: Monday, June 17, 2024 6:41 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Public Comment in re 6.20.24 Item 7 1-495 Southside Express Lanes

Transportation Planning Board members:

| am writing to oppose the inclusion of a project in your "Visualize" master plan that uses
space on the Woodrow Wilson Bridge reserved for future transit to add toll lanes instead. It is
implausible that a tolling company would give up revenue-generating space for heavy rail
transit without significant payments that would substantially increase the cost of a WMATA
Blue Line Loop. Moreover, VDOT's concept documentation shows a rosy prediction of the
engineering constraints for adding Metrorail within the limited width of any HOT lanes that
would be built.

Please do not accept these concept renderings as viable and ask VDOT to invest in a more
comprehensive study of alternatives, including direct transit investments and tolling of existing
vehicle lanes to relieve congestion. Our region needs to make it easier to move around
without a car, and not easier to drive places.

Thank you for your consideration



Laura Bachle

From: sandy@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Sandra Gould
<sandy@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Monday, June 3, 2024 9:33 AM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s misguided proposal to widen 1-495 from
Springfield to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the
promised future Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto
connecting streets in Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

The agency’s 495 Southside Express Lanes study also failed to examine a comprehensive
alternative combining transit, transit-oriented development, and travel demand management.
VDOT is ignoring our region’s transit-oriented development and climate change goals. VDOT
also has failed to thoroughly examine feasible near-term solutions to use available right-of-
way for an express bus and HOV lane.

Please reject this current proposal and demand that VDOT fix its study by evaluating more
effective alternatives consistent with our region’s vision for transit-friendly, sustainable
communities. For now, this project is not ready for our regional transportation plan and should
be kept out.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Ms. Sandra Gould



1122 N Taylor St Apt A Arlington, VA 22201-5644 sandy@igould.com



Laura Bachle

From: Mark and Mary Graham (grahamark@yahoo.com) Sent You a Personal Message
<kwautomail@phone2action.com>

Sent: Thursday, June 6, 2024 6:43 AM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Remove the Southside Express Lanes Widening Project from Visualize 2050

Dear Transportation Planning Board,

We are facing huge environmental problems due to climate change. Encouraging more car
trips is no way to mitigate thd damage already underway.
We must improve and encourage mass transit. .

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Express toll lanes project proposed by the Virginia
Department of Transportation from the regional long range transportation plan, Visualize
2050.

This project would expand the Beltway from Springfield, Virginia to Oxon Hill, Maryland with
toll lanes. This would move the bottleneck on the Beltway from Virginia into Maryland and is
expected to generate more traffic that will feed into local streets. This project is inconsistent
with the goals of the Transportation Planning Board to reduce on-road greenhouse gas
emissions 50 percent by 2030 and 80 percent by 2050. It would also increase air, water, and
noise pollution, including on local Oxon Hill roads adjacent to the Beltway.

Currently, the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority is studying a plan to extend the
Blue Line to National Harbor. The Southside Express toll lane expansion would impede these
efforts by taking space reserved for Metrorail on the Woodrow Wilson Bridge.

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Project from the regional transportation plan
during the June 20 meeting. Additionally, vote to remove all other segments of the Beltway
and 1-270 from the plan and re-evaluate the 900 miles of highway expansion projects in light of
our climate goals. Instead of highway expansion, better public transit including the Blue line
extension of metro, transit oriented development, and Transportation Demand Management
are solutions that will actually reduce congestion while cutting climate pollution, improving
public health, and increasing access to jobs, education, and healthcare for residents across the
region.

Sincerely,



Mark and Mary Graham
5600 38th Ave
Hyattsville, MD 20782
grahamark@yahoo.com
(240) 521-8089

This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual
associated with Sierra Club. If you need more information, please contact Member Care at
Sierra Club at member.care@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5673.



Laura Bachle

From: Joshua Grail <grail07@gmail.com>

Sent: Monday, June 17, 2024 3:40 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Public Comment in re 6.20.24 Item 7 1-495 Southside Express Lanes

Transportation Planning Board members:

| am writing to oppose the inclusion of a project in your "Visualize" master plan that uses space on the Woodrow Wilson
Bridge reserved for future transit to add toll lanes instead. It is implausible that a tolling company would give up
revenue-generating space for heavy rail transit without significant payments that would substantially increase the cost
of a WMATA Blue Line Loop. Moreover, VDOT's concept documentation shows a rosy prediction of the engineering
constraints for adding Metrorail within the limited width of any HOT lanes that would be built.

Please do not accept these concept renderings as viable and ask VDOT to invest in a more comprehensive study of
alternatives, including direct transit investments and tolling of existing vehicle lanes to relieve congestion. Our region
needs to make it easier to move around without a car, and not easier to drive places.

Thank you for your consideration,
Joshua Grail



Laura Bachle

From: orangeplasticgoldfish@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Hester Graves
<orangeplasticgoldfish@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Monday, June 17, 2024 8:38 AM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s flawed proposal to widen 1-495 from Springfield
to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the promised future
Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto connecting streets in
Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

Eleven years ago, | was tboned by a truck that ran a red light. It took me four years to put my
life back together. The man who hit had a bad driving record and should never have been on
the road. Our county is full of people with stories like mine. People who can't fully turn their
neck, or who never regained their mental health after a drunk driver. These stories could be
prevented if we expanded public transit, and took away the licenses of bad drivers.

| know it is not your jurisdiction, but please talk to your counterparts about using the Wilson
bridge for transit, rather than road widening.

The agency’s 495 Southside Express Lanes study also failed to examine a comprehensive
alternative combining transit, transit-oriented development, and travel demand management.
VDOT is ignoring our region’s transit-oriented development and climate change goals. VDOT
also has failed to thoroughly examine feasible near-term solutions to use available right-of-
way for an express bus and HOV lane.



Please reject this current proposal and demand that VDOT fix its study by evaluating more
effective alternatives consistent with our region’s vision for transit-friendly, sustainable
communities. For now, this project is not ready for our regional transportation plan and should
be kept out.

Sincerely,
Dr. Hester Graves
2601 Cheverly Ave Cheverly, MD 20785-3015 orangeplasticgoldfish@yahoo.com



Laura Bachle

From: bria.greenel5@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Bria Greene <bria.greenel5
@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Monday, June 17, 2024 6:33 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s flawed proposal to widen 1-495 from Springfield
to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the promised future
Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto connecting streets in
Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

The agency’s 495 Southside Express Lanes study also failed to examine a comprehensive
alternative combining transit, transit-oriented development, and travel demand management.
VDOT is ignoring our region’s transit-oriented development and climate change goals. VDOT
also has failed to thoroughly examine feasible near-term solutions to use available right-of-
way for an express bus and HOV lane.

Please reject this current proposal and demand that VDOT fix its study by evaluating more
effective alternatives consistent with our region’s vision for transit-friendly, sustainable
communities. For now, this project is not ready for our regional transportation plan and should
be kept out.

Sincerely,
Ms. Bria Greene
1717 E Capitol St SE Washington, DC 20003-1658 bria.greenel5@gmail.com



Laura Bachle

From: seth.grimes@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Seth Grimes
<seth.grimes@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Thursday, June 6, 2024 10:37 AM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s flawed proposal to widen 1-495 from Springfield
to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the promised future
Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto connecting streets in
Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

The agency’s 495 Southside Express Lanes study also failed to examine a comprehensive
alternative combining transit, transit-oriented development, and travel demand management.
VDOT is ignoring our region’s transit-oriented development and climate change goals. VDOT
also has failed to thoroughly examine feasible near-term solutions to use available right-of-
way for an express bus and HOV lane.

Please reject this current proposal and demand that VDOT fix its study by evaluating more
effective alternatives consistent with our region’s vision for transit-friendly, sustainable
communities. For now, this project is not ready for our regional transportation plan and should
be kept out.

Sincerely,
Mr. Seth Grimes
7300 Willow Ave Takoma Park, MD 20912-4321 seth.grimes@gmail.com



Laura Bachle

From: Susan Grodsky (sjgrodsky@yahoo.com) Sent You a Personal Message
<kwautomail@phone2action.com>

Sent: Saturday, June 15, 2024 8:16 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Remove the Southside Express Lanes Widening Project from Visualize 2050

Dear Transportation Planning Board,

Smart land use and transportation is the long term solution, not a short term expensive
bandaid.

Please vote to remove the I-495 Southside Express toll lanes project proposed by the Virginia
Department of Transportation from the regional long range transportation plan, Visualize
2050.

This project would expand the Beltway from Springfield, Virginia to Oxon Hill, Maryland with
toll lanes. This would move the bottleneck on the Beltway from Virginia into Maryland and is
expected to generate more traffic that will feed into local streets. This project is inconsistent
with the goals of the Transportation Planning Board to reduce on-road greenhouse gas
emissions 50 percent by 2030 and 80 percent by 2050. It would also increase air, water, and
noise pollution, including on local Oxon Hill roads adjacent to the Beltway.

Currently, the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority is studying a plan to extend the
Blue Line to National Harbor. The Southside Express toll lane expansion would impede these
efforts by taking space reserved for Metrorail on the Woodrow Wilson Bridge.

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Project from the regional transportation plan
during the June 20 meeting. Additionally, vote to remove all other segments of the Beltway
and 1-270 from the plan and re-evaluate the 900 miles of highway expansion projects in light of
our climate goals. Instead of highway expansion, better public transit including the Blue line
extension of metro, transit oriented development, and Transportation Demand Management
are solutions that will actually reduce congestion while cutting climate pollution, improving
public health, and increasing access to jobs, education, and healthcare for residents across the
region.

Sincerely,

Susan Grodsky



9895 Betteker Lane
Potomac, MD 20854
sjgrodsky@yahoo.com
(240) 281-0018

This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual
associated with Sierra Club. If you need more information, please contact Member Care at
Sierra Club at member.care@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5673.



Laura Bachle

From: Brian Gross (briangross.home@verizon.net) Sent You a Personal Message
<kwautomail@phone2action.com>

Sent: Sunday, June 9, 2024 11:33 AM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Remove the Southside Express Lanes Widening Project from Visualize 2050

Dear Transportation Planning Board,

As a Metro rider, cyclist, and citizen concerned about mitigating greenhouse gas emissions, I'm
always in favor of promoting and supporting public transportation over facilitating more car
use. The Metro is a DC-area treasure and | would love to see its capabilities grow. Removing
the 1-495 Southside Project in particular would help in this regard.

Thank you for your consideration.

Please vote to remove the I-495 Southside Express toll lanes project proposed by the Virginia
Department of Transportation from the regional long range transportation plan, Visualize
2050.

This project would expand the Beltway from Springfield, Virginia to Oxon Hill, Maryland with
toll lanes. This would move the bottleneck on the Beltway from Virginia into Maryland and is
expected to generate more traffic that will feed into local streets. This project is inconsistent
with the goals of the Transportation Planning Board to reduce on-road greenhouse gas
emissions 50 percent by 2030 and 80 percent by 2050. It would also increase air, water, and
noise pollution, including on local Oxon Hill roads adjacent to the Beltway.

Currently, the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority is studying a plan to extend the
Blue Line to National Harbor. The Southside Express toll lane expansion would impede these
efforts by taking space reserved for Metrorail on the Woodrow Wilson Bridge.

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Project from the regional transportation plan
during the June 20 meeting. Additionally, vote to remove all other segments of the Beltway
and 1-270 from the plan and re-evaluate the 900 miles of highway expansion projects in light of
our climate goals. Instead of highway expansion, better public transit including the Blue line
extension of metro, transit oriented development, and Transportation Demand Management
are solutions that will actually reduce congestion while cutting climate pollution, improving
public health, and increasing access to jobs, education, and healthcare for residents across the
region.



Sincerely,

Brian Gross

13253 Redspire Dr

Silver Spring, MD 20906
briangross.home@verizon.net
(609) 466-9114

This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual
associated with Sierra Club. If you need more information, please contact Member Care at
Sierra Club at member.care@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5673.



Laura Bachle

From: Regina Grochowski (rcgrow2002@yahoo.com) Sent You a Personal Message
<kwautomail@phone2action.com>

Sent: Saturday, June 15, 2024 9:18 AM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Remove the Southside Express Lanes Widening Project from Visualize 2050

Dear Transportation Planning Board,
This will create more costly commuting and even worse traffic problems.

Please vote to remove the I-495 Southside Express toll lanes project proposed by the Virginia
Department of Transportation from the regional long range transportation plan, Visualize
2050.

This project would expand the Beltway from Springfield, Virginia to Oxon Hill, Maryland with
toll lanes. This would move the bottleneck on the Beltway from Virginia into Maryland and is
expected to generate more traffic that will feed into local streets. This project is inconsistent
with the goals of the Transportation Planning Board to reduce on-road greenhouse gas
emissions 50 percent by 2030 and 80 percent by 2050. It would also increase air, water, and
noise pollution, including on local Oxon Hill roads adjacent to the Beltway.

Currently, the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority is studying a plan to extend the
Blue Line to National Harbor. The Southside Express toll lane expansion would impede these
efforts by taking space reserved for Metrorail on the Woodrow Wilson Bridge.

Please vote to remove the I-495 Southside Project from the regional transportation plan
during the June 20 meeting. Additionally, vote to remove all other segments of the Beltway
and 1-270 from the plan and re-evaluate the 900 miles of highway expansion projects in light of
our climate goals. Instead of highway expansion, better public transit including the Blue line
extension of metro, transit oriented development, and Transportation Demand Management
are solutions that will actually reduce congestion while cutting climate pollution, improving
public health, and increasing access to jobs, education, and healthcare for residents across the
region.

Sincerely,

Regina Grochowski
109 Luckett st



Rockville, MD 20850
rcgrow2002@yahoo.com
(301) 461-5497

This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual
associated with Sierra Club. If you need more information, please contact Member Care at
Sierra Club at member.care@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5673.



Laura Bachle

From: Jake Giesen <jgiesen023@gmail.com>

Sent: Monday, June 17, 2024 8:46 AM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Public Comment in re 6.20.24 Item 7 1-495 Southside Express Lanes

Transportation Planning Board members: | am writing to oppose the inclusion of a project in your "Visualize" master
plan that uses space on the Woodrow Wilson Bridge reserved for future transit to add toll lanes instead. It is implausible
that a tolling company would give up revenue-generating space for heavy rail transit without significant payments that
would substantially increase the cost of a WMATA Blue Line Loop. Moreover, VDOT's concept documentation shows a
rosy prediction of the engineering constraints for adding Metrorail within the limited width of any HOT lanes that would
be built. Please do not accept these concept renderings as viable and ask VDOT to invest in a more comprehensive study
of alternatives, including direct transit investments and tolling of existing vehicle lanes to relieve congestion. Our region
needs to make it easier to move around without a car, and not easier to drive places. Thank you for your consideration



Laura Bachle

From: M Habib (mhabib@gwmail.gwu.edu) Sent You a Personal Message
<kwautomail@phone2action.com>

Sent: Thursday, June 6, 2024 8:00 AM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Remove the Southside Express Lanes Widening Project from Visualize 2050

Dear Transportation Planning Board,

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Express toll lanes project proposed by the Virginia
Department of Transportation from the regional long range transportation plan, Visualize
2050.

This project would expand the Beltway from Springfield, Virginia to Oxon Hill, Maryland with
toll lanes. This would move the bottleneck on the Beltway from Virginia into Maryland and is
expected to generate more traffic that will feed into local streets. This project is inconsistent
with the goals of the Transportation Planning Board to reduce on-road greenhouse gas
emissions 50 percent by 2030 and 80 percent by 2050. It would also increase air, water, and
noise pollution, including on local Oxon Hill roads adjacent to the Beltway.

Currently, the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority is studying a plan to extend the
Blue Line to National Harbor. The Southside Express toll lane expansion would impede these
efforts by taking space reserved for Metrorail on the Woodrow Wilson Bridge.

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Project from the regional transportation plan
during the June 20 meeting. Additionally, vote to remove all other segments of the Beltway
and I-270 from the plan and re-evaluate the 900 miles of highway expansion projects in light of
our climate goals. Instead of highway expansion, better public transit including the Blue line
extension of metro, transit oriented development, and Transportation Demand Management
are solutions that will actually reduce congestion while cutting climate pollution, improving
public health, and increasing access to jobs, education, and healthcare for residents across the
region.

Sincerely,

M Habib

11806 Kim Pl

Potomac, MD 20854
mhabib@gwmail.gwu.edu



(240) 888-4604

This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual
associated with Sierra Club. If you need more information, please contact Member Care at
Sierra Club at member.care@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5673.



Laura Bachle

From: Abhijit Harathi <abhijit7 @gmail.com>

Sent: Monday, June 17, 2024 9:19 AM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Public Comment in re 6.20.24 Item 7 1-495 Southside Express Lanes

Transportation Planning Board members:

| am writing to oppose the inclusion of a project in your "Visualize" master plan that uses space on the Woodrow Wilson
Bridge reserved for future transit to add toll lanes instead. It is implausible that a tolling company would give up
revenue-generating space for heavy rail transit without significant payments that would substantially increase the cost
of a WMATA Blue Line Loop. Moreover, VDOT's concept documentation shows a rosy prediction of the engineering
constraints for adding Metrorail within the limited width of any HOT lanes that would be built.

Please do not accept these concept renderings as viable and ask VDOT to invest in a more comprehensive study of
alternatives, including direct transit investments and tolling of existing vehicle lanes to relieve congestion. Our region

needs to make it easier to move around without a car, and not easier to drive places.

Thank you for your consideration



Laura Bachle

From: Sarah Haring (kroness@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
<kwautomail@phone2action.com>

Sent: Wednesday, June 5, 2024 7:06 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Remove the Southside Express Lanes Widening Project from Visualize 2050

Dear Transportation Planning Board,

More roads = more cars on the road!! It happens EVERY TIME. Widening roads is just a short
term thing and government needs to step up and make non-car travel options more viable, to
encourage people to change their habits and work for a better environmental future! PLEASE
support public transit and NOT more highways!

From, a concerned citizen of Frederick County who bikes with her kids on the Metro for a
sustainable future.

Please vote to remove the I-495 Southside Express toll lanes project proposed by the Virginia
Department of Transportation from the regional long range transportation plan, Visualize
2050.

This project would expand the Beltway from Springfield, Virginia to Oxon Hill, Maryland with
toll lanes. This would move the bottleneck on the Beltway from Virginia into Maryland and is
expected to generate more traffic that will feed into local streets. This project is inconsistent
with the goals of the Transportation Planning Board to reduce on-road greenhouse gas
emissions 50 percent by 2030 and 80 percent by 2050. It would also increase air, water, and
noise pollution, including on local Oxon Hill roads adjacent to the Beltway.

Currently, the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority is studying a plan to extend the
Blue Line to National Harbor. The Southside Express toll lane expansion would impede these
efforts by taking space reserved for Metrorail on the Woodrow Wilson Bridge.

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Project from the regional transportation plan
during the June 20 meeting. Additionally, vote to remove all other segments of the Beltway
and 1-270 from the plan and re-evaluate the 900 miles of highway expansion projects in light of
our climate goals. Instead of highway expansion, better public transit including the Blue line
extension of metro, transit oriented development, and Transportation Demand Management
are solutions that will actually reduce congestion while cutting climate pollution, improving
public health, and increasing access to jobs, education, and healthcare for residents across the
region.



Sincerely,

Sarah Haring

631 Wilson PI
Frederick, MD 21702
kroness@gmail.com
(301) 788-2698

This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual
associated with Sierra Club. If you need more information, please contact Member Care at
Sierra Club at member.care@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5673.



Laura Bachle

From: tom_harrelson@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Thomas Harrelson
<tom_harrelson@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Sunday, June 16, 2024 4:52 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s flawed proposal to widen 1-495 from Springfield
to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the promised future
Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto connecting streets in
Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

The agency’s 495 Southside Express Lanes study also failed to examine a comprehensive
alternative combining transit, transit-oriented development, and travel demand management.
VDOT is ignoring our region’s transit-oriented development and climate change goals. VDOT
also has failed to thoroughly examine feasible near-term solutions to use available right-of-
way for an express bus and HOV lane.

Please reject this current proposal and demand that VDOT fix its study by evaluating more
effective alternatives consistent with our region’s vision for transit-friendly, sustainable
communities. For now, this project is not ready for our regional transportation plan and should
be kept out.

Sincerely,
Mr. Thomas Harrelson
5904 Mount Eagle Dr Apt 908 Alexandria, VA 22303-2539 tom_harrelson@hotmail.com



Laura Bachle

From: Cory <coryharrington.ch@gmail.com>

Sent: Monday, June 17, 2024 6:32 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Item 7 - Visualize 2050 - 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project action

To whom it may concern,

| am writing to express my strong opposition to the proposed Visualize 2050 - 1-495 Southside
Express Lanes project.

The designated space for this expansion was originally intended for the Blue Line Metro
extension. Prioritizing express lanes over the Metro undermines our community’s need for
effective public transportation. The Blue Line would provide a more sustainable, long-term
solution to traffic congestion, reduce carbon emissions, and improve accessibility for residents.

| urge you to reconsider the express lanes project and support the planned Metro extension,
which aligns better with our community's environmental and transportation goals.

Thank you for your attention to this critical matter.
Sincerely,

Cory Harrington

8508 16th Street Apt 711

Silver Spring, MD 20910
786-302-7256



Laura Bachle

From: DENHARRIS@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Deene Harris
<DENHARRIS@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Saturday, June 15, 2024 4:11 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Item 1 Public Comment Opportunity - Southside Beltway Improvements Are Needed

Dear Chair Christina Henderson,

We need to relieve congestion and traffic on the Woodrow Wilson Bridge immediately, which
is why | am writing to urge you to incorporate the Southside Beltway Improvements into the
region’s long-range transportation plan.

We must prevent anticipated high levels of congestion that would result in vehicles diverting
onto other roadways within the localities and regions, making the Beltway no longer reliable
for commuting. With the Southside Beltway Improvements project, we can enhance traffic
flow along the southside of the beltway, while also bringing in essential funding for transit
initiatives.

As seen already, transit systems nationwide are grappling with financial challenges. We
certainly don’t want those hardships to occur here in the Capital Beltway region. The
implementation of this project will bring in much-needed additional funds for transit
enhancements in Prince George’s County.

Please make sure the Southside Beltway Improvements are included in the air quality
assessment efforts. This will foster ongoing collaboration between VDOT and Prince George’s
County to identify the best solutions for our community once the environmental study is
complete.

Thank you for your time and consideration on this transportation issue.

Sincerely,

Deene Harris

Seat PLEASANT, MD
DENHARRIS@GMAIL.COM



Laura Bachle

From: nancy.harrity@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Nancy Harrity
<nancy.harrity@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Sunday, June 16, 2024 2:24 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s flawed proposal to widen 1-495 from Springfield
to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the promised future
Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto connecting streets in
Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

The agency’s 495 Southside Express Lanes study also failed to examine a comprehensive
alternative combining transit, transit-oriented development, and travel demand management.
VDOT is ignoring our region’s transit-oriented development and climate change goals. VDOT
also has failed to thoroughly examine feasible near-term solutions to use available right-of-
way for an express bus and HOV lane.

Please reject this current proposal and demand that VDOT fix its study by evaluating more
effective alternatives consistent with our region’s vision for transit-friendly, sustainable
communities. For now, this project is not ready for our regional transportation plan and should
be kept out.

Sincerely,
Mrs. Nancy Harrity
2312 Glasgow Rd Alexandria, VA 22307-1820 nancy.harrity@icloud.com



Laura Bachle

From: steven.hartig.jr@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Steve Hartig
<steven.hartig.jr@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Thursday, June 6, 2024 10:46 AM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s flawed proposal to widen 1-495 from Springfield
to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the promised future
Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto connecting streets in
Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

The agency’s 495 Southside Express Lanes study also failed to examine a comprehensive
alternative combining transit, transit-oriented development, and travel demand management.
VDOT is ignoring our region’s transit-oriented development and climate change goals. VDOT
also has failed to thoroughly examine feasible near-term solutions to use available right-of-
way for an express bus and HOV lane.

Please reject this current proposal and demand that VDOT fix its study by evaluating more
effective alternatives consistent with our region’s vision for transit-friendly, sustainable
communities. For now, this project is not ready for our regional transportation plan and should
be kept out.

Sincerely,
Mr. Steve Hartig
5320 Riverdale Rd Riverdale, MD 20737-2203 steven.hartig.jr@gmail.com



Laura Bachle

From: steven.hartig.jr@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Steven Hartig
<steven.hartig.jr@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Monday, June 17, 2024 9:32 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s flawed proposal to widen 1-495 from Springfield
to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the promised future
Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto connecting streets in
Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

Please oppose the proposal for adding toll lanes to the Woodrow Wilson Bridge. This space is
reserved for transit that would serve southern Maryland. Using this space for toll lanes is a
step backwards and will make it politically difficult to be repurposed for transit uses. Please
avoid making this unforced error for our county.

Please reject this current proposal and demand that VDOT fix its study by evaluating more
effective alternatives consistent with our region’s vision for transit-friendly, sustainable
communities. For now, this project is not ready for our regional transportation plan and should
be kept out.

Sincerely,
Mr. Steven Hartig
5320 Riverdale Rd Riverdale Park, MD 20737-2203 steven.hartig.jr@gmail.com



Laura Bachle

From: Steven <steven.hartig.jr@gmail.com>

Sent: Monday, June 17, 2024 9:35 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Public Comment in re 6.20.24 Item 7 1-495 Southside Express Lanes

Transportation Planning Board members,

| am writing to oppose the inclusion of a project in your "Visualize" master plan that uses space on the Woodrow Wilson
Bridge reserved for future transit to add toll lanes instead. It is implausible that a tolling company would give up
revenue-generating space for heavy rail transit without significant payments that would substantially increase the cost
of a WMATA Blue Line Loop. Moreover, VDOT's concept documentation shows a rosy prediction of the engineering
constraints for adding Metrorail within the limited width of any HOT lanes that would be built.

Please do not accept these concept renderings as viable and ask VDOT to invest in a more comprehensive study of
alternatives, including direct transit investments and tolling of existing vehicle lanes to relieve congestion. Our region

needs to make it easier to move around without a car, and not easier to drive places.

Thank you for your consideration

Steve Hartig

steven.hartig.jr@gmail.com




Laura Bachle

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Molly Hauck <noreply@adv.actionnetwork.org>

Friday, June 14, 2024 2:50 PM

TPBcomment

Remove the Southside Express Lanes from Visualize 2050

Transportation Planning Board ,
Dear TPB Member:

When the Transportation Planning Board (TPB) meets this month to finalize Visualize 2050, |
urge you to vote to remove the Southside Express Lanes from the transportation plan.
Construction of the Southside Express Lanes would block a future extension of Metro’s Blue
Line over the Woodrow Wilson Bridge. Instead of resolving congestion, it would shift a
bottleneck from Springfield to Oxon Hill. Moreover, the Southside Express Lanes are
inconsistent with TPB’s goals to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by reducing vehicle miles
traveled.

The Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority (WMATA) is currently studying a plan to
extend the Blue Line, including an extension over the Woodrow Wilson Bridge. A Blue Line
extension would not only address congestion in a more effective way than adding toll lanes to
the Beltway, but do so in in a sustainable way. WMATA's plan would also provide new transit
service to many communities including Alexandria, Rosslyn, Georgetown, Downtown DC,
Navy Yard, Buzzard Point, St. Elizabeths, Forest Heights, Oxon Hill and National Harbor.

The existing bottleneck at Springfield is emblematic of an inherent defect in toll lanes: They
induce more traffic and then create severe congestion where toll lanes end and that traffic
must merge into general lanes. VDOT'’s plan to shift congestion to Oxon Hill and block future

Metrorail would worsen regional transportation conditions.
We urge members of the TPB to remove the Southside Express Lanes from Visualize 2050.

Molly Hauck
mollyphauck@gmail.com
3900 Decatur Ave.
Kensington, Maryland 20895






Laura Bachle

From: Molly Hauck (mollyphauck@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
<kwautomail@phone2action.com>

Sent: Saturday, June 15, 2024 5:48 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Remove the Southside Express Lanes Widening Project from Visualize 2050

Dear Transportation Planning Board,

Maryland Democrats advertise Donald Trump?s support of Larry Hogan on Baltimore
billboards

The Maryland Democratic Party is launching two billboards in Baltimore to highlight former
President Donald Trump?s new support of Republican Larry Hogan.

Read more ?

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Express toll lanes project proposed by the Virginia
Department of Transportation from the regional long range transportation plan, Visualize
2050.

This project would expand the Beltway from Springfield, Virginia to Oxon Hill, Maryland with
toll lanes. This would move the bottleneck on the Beltway from Virginia into Maryland and is
expected to generate more traffic that will feed into local streets. This project is inconsistent
with the goals of the Transportation Planning Board to reduce on-road greenhouse gas
emissions 50 percent by 2030 and 80 percent by 2050. It would also increase air, water, and
noise pollution, including on local Oxon Hill roads adjacent to the Beltway.

Currently, the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority is studying a plan to extend the
Blue Line to National Harbor. The Southside Express toll lane expansion would impede these
efforts by taking space reserved for Metrorail on the Woodrow Wilson Bridge.

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Project from the regional transportation plan
during the June 20 meeting. Additionally, vote to remove all other segments of the Beltway
and I-270 from the plan and re-evaluate the 900 miles of highway expansion projects in light of
our climate goals. Instead of highway expansion, better public transit including the Blue line
extension of metro, transit oriented development, and Transportation Demand Management
are solutions that will actually reduce congestion while cutting climate pollution, improving



public health, and increasing access to jobs, education, and healthcare for residents across the
region.

Sincerely,

Molly Hauck

3900 Decatur Ave
Kensington, MD 20895
mollyphauck@gmail.com
(301) 949-0178

This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual
associated with Sierra Club. If you need more information, please contact Member Care at
Sierra Club at member.care@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5673.



Laura Bachle

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tony Hausner <noreply@adv.actionnetwork.org>

Friday, June 14, 2024 4:32 PM

TPBcomment

Remove the Southside Express Lanes from Visualize 2050

Transportation Planning Board ,
Dear TPB Member:

When the Transportation Planning Board (TPB) meets this month to finalize Visualize 2050, |
urge you to vote to remove the Southside Express Lanes from the transportation plan.
Construction of the Southside Express Lanes would block a future extension of Metro’s Blue
Line over the Woodrow Wilson Bridge. Instead of resolving congestion, it would shift a
bottleneck from Springfield to Oxon Hill. Moreover, the Southside Express Lanes are
inconsistent with TPB’s goals to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by reducing vehicle miles
traveled.

The Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority (WMATA) is currently studying a plan to
extend the Blue Line, including an extension over the Woodrow Wilson Bridge. A Blue Line
extension would not only address congestion in a more effective way than adding toll lanes to
the Beltway, but do so in in a sustainable way. WMATA's plan would also provide new transit
service to many communities including Alexandria, Rosslyn, Georgetown, Downtown DC,

Navy Yard, Buzzard Point, St. Elizabeths, Forest Heights, Oxon Hill and National Harbor.

The existing bottleneck at Springfield is emblematic of an inherent defect in toll lanes: They
induce more traffic and then create severe congestion where toll lanes end and that traffic
must merge into general lanes. VDOT'’s plan to shift congestion to Oxon Hill and block future

Metrorail would worsen regional transportation conditions.
We urge members of the TPB to remove the Southside Express Lanes from Visualize 2050.

Tony Hausner
thausner@gmail.com

203 Brewster Ave

Silver Spring, Maryland 20901-3156






Laura Bachle

From: systemot@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Daniel Healy
<systemot@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Monday, June 17, 2024 1:00 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s flawed proposal to widen 1-495 from Springfield
to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the promised future
Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto connecting streets in
Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

The agency’s 495 Southside Express Lanes study also failed to examine a comprehensive
alternative combining transit, transit-oriented development, and travel demand management.
VDOT is ignoring our region’s transit-oriented development and climate change goals. VDOT
also has failed to thoroughly examine feasible near-term solutions to use available right-of-
way for an express bus and HOV lane.

Please reject this current proposal and demand that VDOT fix its study by evaluating more
effective alternatives consistent with our region’s vision for transit-friendly, sustainable
communities. For now, this project is not ready for our regional transportation plan and should
be kept out.

Sincerely,
Mr. Daniel Healy
5835 Wye Oak Commons Ct Burke, VA 22015-2844 systemot@gmail.com



Laura Bachle

From: Dan Healy <systemot@gmail.com>

Sent: Monday, June 17, 2024 1:01 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Public Comment in re 6.20.24 Item 7 1-495 Southside Express Lanes

Transportation Planning Board members:

| am writing to oppose the inclusion of a project in your "Visualize" master plan that uses space on the Woodrow Wilson
Bridge reserved for future transit to add toll lanes instead. It is implausible that a tolling company would give up
revenue-generating space for heavy rail transit without significant payments that would substantially increase the cost
of a WMATA Blue Line Loop. Moreover, VDOT's concept documentation shows a rosy prediction of the engineering
constraints for adding Metrorail within the limited width of any HOT lanes that would be built.

Please do not accept these concept renderings as viable and ask VDOT to invest in a more comprehensive study of
alternatives, including direct transit investments and tolling of existing vehicle lanes to relieve congestion. Our region
needs to make it easier to move around without a car, and not easier to drive places.

Thank you for your consideration,

Mr. Daniel Healy



Laura Bachle

From: hewittglen@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Glen Hewitt
<hewittglen@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Monday, June 10, 2024 4:32 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s flawed proposal to widen 1-495 from Springfield
to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the promised future
Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto connecting streets in
Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

The agency’s 495 Southside Express Lanes study also failed to examine a comprehensive
alternative combining transit, transit-oriented development, and travel demand management.
VDOT is ignoring our region’s transit-oriented development and climate change goals. VDOT
also has failed to thoroughly examine feasible near-term solutions to use available right-of-
way for an express bus and HOV lane.

Please reject this current proposal and demand that VDOT fix its study by evaluating more
effective alternatives consistent with our region’s vision for transit-friendly, sustainable
communities. For now, this project is not ready for our regional transportation plan and should
be kept out.

Sincerely,
Mr Glen Hewitt
433 N Peyton St Alexandria, VA 22314-2003 hewittglen@gmail.com



Laura Bachle

From: mikehillstrom@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Michael Hillstrom
<mikehillstrom@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Thursday, June 6, 2024 12:34 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s flawed proposal to widen 1-495 from Springfield
to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the promised future
Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto connecting streets in
Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

The agency’s 495 Southside Express Lanes study also failed to examine a comprehensive
alternative combining transit, transit-oriented development, and travel demand management.
VDOT is ignoring our region’s transit-oriented development and climate change goals. VDOT
also has failed to thoroughly examine feasible near-term solutions to use available right-of-
way for an express bus and HOV lane.

Please reject this current proposal and demand that VDOT fix its study by evaluating more
effective alternatives consistent with our region’s vision for transit-friendly, sustainable
communities. For now, this project is not ready for our regional transportation plan and should
be kept out.

Sincerely,
Mr. Michael Hillstrom
6011 43rd Ave Hyattsville, MD 20781-1527 mikehillstrom@gmail.com



Laura Bachle

From: vhodgk1941@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Virginia Hodgkinson <vhodgk1941
@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Monday, June 17, 2024 4:53 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s flawed proposal to widen 1-495 from Springfield
to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the promised future
Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto connecting streets in
Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

The agency’s 495 Southside Express Lanes study also failed to examine a comprehensive
alternative combining transit, transit-oriented development, and travel demand management.
VDOT is ignoring our region’s transit-oriented development and climate change goals. VDOT
also has failed to thoroughly examine feasible near-term solutions to use available right-of-
way for an express bus and HOV lane.

Please reject this current proposal and demand that VDOT fix its study by evaluating more
effective alternatives consistent with our region’s vision for transit-friendly, sustainable
communities. For now, this project is not ready for our regional transportation plan and should
be kept out.

Sincerely,
Ms. Virginia Hodgkinson
5904 Mount Eagle Dr Apt 308 Alexandria, VA 22303-2536 vhodgk1941@aol.com



Laura Bachle

From: cathyhosek@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Cathy Hosek
<cathyhosek@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Sunday, June 16, 2024 10:33 AM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s flawed proposal to widen 1-495 from Springfield
to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the promised future
Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto connecting streets in
Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

| live in the Mount Vernon Magisterial district. Every time | have to go visit my mom in assisted
living in McLean, it is almost inevitable that | am stuck in traffic. It is infuriating that more focus
is not placed on multi-model transportation and a plan to get people out of their cars. | am
always maddened by the amount of drivers, and then | realize that the infrastructure is not
there so most of the drivers really have no choice other than to DRIVE to their destination.

| suggested to the FCDOT representative | spoke with at the Plan Forward meeting for Fairfax
County that effort be made to focus on getting the next generation of humans, many of them
have little to no interest in driving anyhow, to hellp them advocate for tragnsit methods that
are not automobile based.

| am saddened that our community was left out of the initial outreach, especially considering
how much impact this plan will have on our area.



The agency’s 495 Southside Express Lanes study also failed to examine a comprehensive
alternative combining transit, transit-oriented development, and travel demand management.
VDOT is ignoring our region’s transit-oriented development and climate change goals. VDOT
also has failed to thoroughly examine feasible near-term solutions to use available right-of-
way for an express bus and HOV lane.

Please reject this current proposal and demand that VDOT fix its study by evaluating more
effective alternatives consistent with our region’s vision for transit-friendly, sustainable
communities. For now, this project is not ready for our regional transportation plan and should
be kept out.

Sincerely,
Ms. Cathy Hosek
1906 Rampart Dr Alexandria, VA 22308-1644 cathyhosek@gmail.com



Laura Bachle

From: gopullman@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Tom Hoffman
<gopullman@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Sunday, June 9, 2024 12:.08 AM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s flawed proposal to widen 1-495 from Springfield
to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the promised future
Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto connecting streets in
Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

The agency’s 495 Southside Express Lanes study also failed to examine a comprehensive
alternative combining transit, transit-oriented development, and travel demand management.
VDOT is ignoring our region’s transit-oriented development and climate change goals. VDOT
also has failed to thoroughly examine feasible near-term solutions to use available right-of-
way for an express bus and HOV lane.

Please reject this current proposal and demand that VDOT fix its study by evaluating more
effective alternatives consistent with our region’s vision for transit-friendly, sustainable
communities. For now, this project is not ready for our regional transportation plan and should
be kept out.

Sincerely,
Mr. Tom Hoffman
157 Millirons Rd Pearisburg, VA 24134-2188 gopullman@aol.com



Laura Bachle

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Donna Hoffmeister <noreply@adv.actionnetwork.org>
Friday, June 14, 2024 7:37 PM

TPBcomment

Remove the Southside Express Lanes from Visualize 2050

Transportation Planning Board ,
Dear TPB Member:

When the Transportation Planning Board (TPB) meets this month to finalize Visualize 2050, |
urge you to vote to remove the Southside Express Lanes from the transportation plan.
Construction of the Southside Express Lanes would block a future extension of Metro’s Blue
Line over the Woodrow Wilson Bridge. Instead of resolving congestion, it would shift a
bottleneck from Springfield to Oxon Hill. Moreover, the Southside Express Lanes are
inconsistent with TPB’s goals to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by reducing vehicle miles
traveled.

The Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority (WMATA) is currently studying a plan to
extend the Blue Line, including an extension over the Woodrow Wilson Bridge. A Blue Line
extension would not only address congestion in a more effective way than adding toll lanes to
the Beltway, but do so in in a sustainable way. WMATA's plan would also provide new transit
service to many communities including Alexandria, Rosslyn, Georgetown, Downtown DC,
Navy Yard, Buzzard Point, St. Elizabeths, Forest Heights, Oxon Hill and National Harbor.

The existing bottleneck at Springfield is emblematic of an inherent defect in toll lanes: They
induce more traffic and then create severe congestion where toll lanes end and that traffic
must merge into general lanes. VDOT'’s plan to shift congestion to Oxon Hill and block future

Metrorail would worsen regional transportation conditions.
We urge members of the TPB to remove the Southside Express Lanes from Visualize 2050.

Donna Hoffmeister
donna.hoffmeister@verizon.net
6 Plateau Pl

Greenbelt, Maryland 20770






Laura Bachle

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Donna Hoffmeister <noreply@adv.actionnetwork.org>
Saturday, June 15, 2024 7:45 PM

TPBcomment

Remove the Southside Express Lanes from Visualize 2050

Transportation Planning Board ,
Dear TPB Member:

When the Transportation Planning Board (TPB) meets this month to finalize Visualize 2050, |
urge you to vote to remove the Southside Express Lanes from the transportation plan.
Construction of the Southside Express Lanes would block a future extension of Metro’s Blue
Line over the Woodrow Wilson Bridge. Instead of resolving congestion, it would shift a
bottleneck from Springfield to Oxon Hill. Moreover, the Southside Express Lanes are
inconsistent with TPB’s goals to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by reducing vehicle miles
traveled.

The Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority (WMATA) is currently studying a plan to
extend the Blue Line, including an extension over the Woodrow Wilson Bridge. A Blue Line
extension would not only address congestion in a more effective way than adding toll lanes to
the Beltway, but do so in in a sustainable way. WMATA's plan would also provide new transit
service to many communities including Alexandria, Rosslyn, Georgetown, Downtown DC,
Navy Yard, Buzzard Point, St. Elizabeths, Forest Heights, Oxon Hill and National Harbor.

The existing bottleneck at Springfield is emblematic of an inherent defect in toll lanes: They
induce more traffic and then create severe congestion where toll lanes end and that traffic
must merge into general lanes. VDOT'’s plan to shift congestion to Oxon Hill and block future

Metrorail would worsen regional transportation conditions.
We urge members of the TPB to remove the Southside Express Lanes from Visualize 2050.

Donna Hoffmeister
donna.hoffmeister@verizon.net
6 Plateau Pl

Greenbelt, Maryland 20770






Laura Bachle

From: robert w_hughes@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Robert Hughes
<robert w_hughes@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Thursday, June 6, 2024 10:10 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s flawed proposal to widen 1-495 from Springfield
to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the promised future
Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto connecting streets in
Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

The agency’s 495 Southside Express Lanes study also failed to examine a comprehensive
alternative combining transit, transit-oriented development, and travel demand management.
VDOT is ignoring our region’s transit-oriented development and climate change goals. VDOT
also has failed to thoroughly examine feasible near-term solutions to use available right-of-
way for an express bus and HOV lane.

Please reject this current proposal and demand that VDOT fix its study by evaluating more
effective alternatives consistent with our region’s vision for transit-friendly, sustainable
communities. For now, this project is not ready for our regional transportation plan and should
be kept out.

Sincerely,
M Robert Hughes
4202 Westwood Dr Mount Vernon, IL 62864-7012 robert_w_hughes@hotmail.com



Laura Bachle

From: Clarisse Holman (clarisse.b.holman@mcpsmd.net) Sent You a Personal Message
<kwautomail@phone2action.com>

Sent: Thursday, June 6, 2024 8:02 AM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Remove the Southside Express Lanes Widening Project from Visualize 2050

Dear Transportation Planning Board,

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Express toll lanes project proposed by the Virginia
Department of Transportation from the regional long range transportation plan, Visualize
2050.

This project would expand the Beltway from Springfield, Virginia to Oxon Hill, Maryland with
toll lanes. This would move the bottleneck on the Beltway from Virginia into Maryland and is
expected to generate more traffic that will feed into local streets. This project is inconsistent
with the goals of the Transportation Planning Board to reduce on-road greenhouse gas
emissions 50 percent by 2030 and 80 percent by 2050. It would also increase air, water, and
noise pollution, including on local Oxon Hill roads adjacent to the Beltway.

Currently, the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority is studying a plan to extend the
Blue Line to National Harbor. The Southside Express toll lane expansion would impede these
efforts by taking space reserved for Metrorail on the Woodrow Wilson Bridge.

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Project from the regional transportation plan
during the June 20 meeting. Additionally, vote to remove all other segments of the Beltway
and I-270 from the plan and re-evaluate the 900 miles of highway expansion projects in light of
our climate goals. Instead of highway expansion, better public transit including the Blue line
extension of metro, transit oriented development, and Transportation Demand Management
are solutions that will actually reduce congestion while cutting climate pollution, improving
public health, and increasing access to jobs, education, and healthcare for residents across the
region.

Sincerely,

Clarisse Holman

9809 Dilston Rd

Silver Spring, MD 20903
clarisse.b.holman@mcpsmd.net



(301) 273-5158

This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual
associated with Sierra Club. If you need more information, please contact Member Care at
Sierra Club at member.care@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5673.



Laura Bachle

From: danah002@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Dana Holmes <danah002
@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Monday, June 17, 2024 9:20 AM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s flawed proposal to widen 1-495 from Springfield
to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the promised future
Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto connecting streets in
Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

The agency’s 495 Southside Express Lanes study also failed to examine a comprehensive
alternative combining transit, transit-oriented development, and travel demand management.
VDOT is ignoring our region’s transit-oriented development and climate change goals. VDOT
also has failed to thoroughly examine feasible near-term solutions to use available right-of-
way for an express bus and HOV lane.

Please reject this current proposal and demand that VDOT fix its study by evaluating more
effective alternatives consistent with our region’s vision for transit-friendly, sustainable
communities. For now, this project is not ready for our regional transportation plan and should
be kept out.

Sincerely,
Dr. Dana Holmes
13663 Venturi Ln Herndon, VA 20171-6118 danah002@proton.me



Laura Bachle

From: Dana Holmes <danah002@proton.me>

Sent: Monday, June 17, 2024 9:28 AM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Public Comment in re 6.20.24 Item 7 1-495 Southside Express Lanes

Transportation Planning Board members:

| am writing to oppose the inclusion of a project in your "Visualize" master plan that uses space on the Woodrow
Wilson Bridge reserved for future transit to add toll lanes instead. It is implausible that a tolling company would give
up revenue-generating space for heavy rail transit without significant payments that would substantially increase the
cost of a WMATA Blue Line Loop. Moreover, VDOT's concept documentation shows a rosy prediction of the
engineering constraints for adding Metrorail within the limited width of any HOT lanes that would be built.

Please do not accept these concept renderings as viable and ask VDOT to invest in a more comprehensive study of
alternatives, including direct transit investments and tolling of existing vehicle lanes to relieve congestion. Our region
needs to make it easier to move around without a car, and not easier to drive places.

Thank you for your consideration.

Very Respectfully,

Dr. Dana E. Holmes
Herndon, VA 20171-6118



Laura Bachle

From: Kathryn Hope (kithope@alumni.uci.edu) Sent You a Personal Message
<kwautomail@phone2action.com>

Sent: Wednesday, June 5, 2024 7:07 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Remove the Southside Express Lanes Widening Project from Visualize 2050

Dear Transportation Planning Board,

A vibrant public transportation is the key to a better environment and hence better lives in our
future.

Please vote to remove the I-495 Southside Express toll lanes project proposed by the Virginia
Department of Transportation from the regional long range transportation plan, Visualize
2050.

This project would expand the Beltway from Springfield, Virginia to Oxon Hill, Maryland with
toll lanes. This would move the bottleneck on the Beltway from Virginia into Maryland and is
expected to generate more traffic that will feed into local streets. This project is inconsistent
with the goals of the Transportation Planning Board to reduce on-road greenhouse gas
emissions 50 percent by 2030 and 80 percent by 2050. It would also increase air, water, and
noise pollution, including on local Oxon Hill roads adjacent to the Beltway.

Currently, the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority is studying a plan to extend the
Blue Line to National Harbor. The Southside Express toll lane expansion would impede these
efforts by taking space reserved for Metrorail on the Woodrow Wilson Bridge.

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Project from the regional transportation plan
during the June 20 meeting. Additionally, vote to remove all other segments of the Beltway
and 1-270 from the plan and re-evaluate the 900 miles of highway expansion projects in light of
our climate goals. Instead of highway expansion, better public transit including the Blue line
extension of metro, transit oriented development, and Transportation Demand Management
are solutions that will actually reduce congestion while cutting climate pollution, improving
public health, and increasing access to jobs, education, and healthcare for residents across the
region.

Sincerely,

Kathryn Hope



9804 Georgia Ave Apt 302
Silver Spring, MD 20902
kithope@alumni.uci.edu
(714) 534-1438

This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual
associated with Sierra Club. If you need more information, please contact Member Care at
Sierra Club at member.care@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5673.



Laura Bachle

From: Kathryn Hopps (kah4775@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
<kwautomail@phone2action.com>

Sent: Thursday, June 6, 2024 10:11 AM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Remove the Southside Express Lanes Widening Project from Visualize 2050

Dear Transportation Planning Board,
My adult children are abandoning their cars for Metro.

Please vote to remove the I-495 Southside Express toll lanes project proposed by the Virginia
Department of Transportation from the regional long range transportation plan, Visualize
2050.

This project would expand the Beltway from Springfield, Virginia to Oxon Hill, Maryland with
toll lanes. This would move the bottleneck on the Beltway from Virginia into Maryland and is
expected to generate more traffic that will feed into local streets. This project is inconsistent
with the goals of the Transportation Planning Board to reduce on-road greenhouse gas
emissions 50 percent by 2030 and 80 percent by 2050. It would also increase air, water, and
noise pollution, including on local Oxon Hill roads adjacent to the Beltway.

Currently, the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority is studying a plan to extend the
Blue Line to National Harbor. The Southside Express toll lane expansion would impede these
efforts by taking space reserved for Metrorail on the Woodrow Wilson Bridge.

Please vote to remove the I-495 Southside Project from the regional transportation plan
during the June 20 meeting. Additionally, vote to remove all other segments of the Beltway
and 1-270 from the plan and re-evaluate the 900 miles of highway expansion projects in light of
our climate goals. Instead of highway expansion, better public transit including the Blue line
extension of metro, transit oriented development, and Transportation Demand Management
are solutions that will actually reduce congestion while cutting climate pollution, improving
public health, and increasing access to jobs, education, and healthcare for residents across the
region.

Sincerely,

Kathryn Hopps
10513 Greenacres Drive



Silver Spring, MD 20903
kah4775@gmail.com
(301) 509-8769

This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual
associated with Sierra Club. If you need more information, please contact Member Care at
Sierra Club at member.care@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5673.



Laura Bachle

From: Andrew Hou <andrewfhou@gmail.com>

Sent: Monday, June 17, 2024 10:24 AM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Public Comment in re 6.20.24 Item 7 1-495 Southside Express Lanes

Transportation Planning Board members:

| am writing to oppose the inclusion of a project in your "Visualize" master plan that uses space on the Woodrow Wilson
Bridge reserved for future transit to add toll lanes instead. It is implausible that a tolling company would give up
revenue-generating space for heavy rail transit without significant payments that would substantially increase the cost
of a WMATA Blue Line Loop. Moreover, VDOT's concept documentation shows a rosy prediction of the engineering
constraints for adding Metrorail within the limited width of any HOT lanes that would be built.

Please do not accept these concept renderings as viable and ask VDOT to invest in a more comprehensive study of
alternatives, including direct transit investments and tolling of existing vehicle lanes to relieve congestion. Our region

needs to make it easier to move around without a car, and not easier to drive places.

Thank you for your consideration



Laura Bachle

From: cynthia_howell@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Cynthia Howell
<cynthia_howell@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Thursday, June 6, 2024 10:51 AM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s flawed proposal to widen 1-495 from Springfield
to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the promised future
Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto connecting streets in
Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

The agency’s 495 Southside Express Lanes study also failed to examine a comprehensive
alternative combining transit, transit-oriented development, and travel demand management.
VDOT is ignoring our region’s transit-oriented development and climate change goals. VDOT
also has failed to thoroughly examine feasible near-term solutions to use available right-of-
way for an express bus and HOV lane.

Please reject this current proposal and demand that VDOT fix its study by evaluating more
effective alternatives consistent with our region’s vision for transit-friendly, sustainable
communities. For now, this project is not ready for our regional transportation plan and should
be kept out.

Sincerely,
Ms. Cynthia Howell
20200 Center Brook Sqg Sterling, VA 20165-5196 cynthia_howell@hotmail.com



Laura Bachle

From: John Hoyt (gthoyt02@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
<kwautomail@phone2action.com>

Sent: Thursday, June 6, 2024 9:50 AM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Remove the Southside Express Lanes Widening Project from Visualize 2050

Dear Transportation Planning Board,

As the parent of a 1 year old, | hope that when they grow up they don't have to deal with
traffic. | want them to be able to move around the region easily on public transit.

| also want them to live in an area with clean air and no concern about climate change.

All of these things need YOU as the long term planning organization to plan for a future with
LESS CARS!

Please stop adding car lanes that make the region MORE dependent on cars but do little to
actually ease traffic congestion in the long run.

Please prioritize transit for the future of the region and for my child.

regards,

john

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Express toll lanes project proposed by the Virginia
Department of Transportation from the regional long range transportation plan, Visualize
2050.

This project would expand the Beltway from Springfield, Virginia to Oxon Hill, Maryland with
toll lanes. This would move the bottleneck on the Beltway from Virginia into Maryland and is
expected to generate more traffic that will feed into local streets. This project is inconsistent
with the goals of the Transportation Planning Board to reduce on-road greenhouse gas
emissions 50 percent by 2030 and 80 percent by 2050. It would also increase air, water, and
noise pollution, including on local Oxon Hill roads adjacent to the Beltway.

Currently, the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority is studying a plan to extend the
Blue Line to National Harbor. The Southside Express toll lane expansion would impede these
efforts by taking space reserved for Metrorail on the Woodrow Wilson Bridge.

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Project from the regional transportation plan
during the June 20 meeting. Additionally, vote to remove all other segments of the Beltway
and I-270 from the plan and re-evaluate the 900 miles of highway expansion projects in light of
our climate goals. Instead of highway expansion, better public transit including the Blue line
extension of metro, transit oriented development, and Transportation Demand Management

1



are solutions that will actually reduce congestion while cutting climate pollution, improving
public health, and increasing access to jobs, education, and healthcare for residents across the
region.

Sincerely,

John Hoyt

316 Plymouth St

Silver Spring, MD 20901
gthoyt02@gmail.com
(404) 966-6719

This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual
associated with Sierra Club. If you need more information, please contact Member Care at
Sierra Club at member.care@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5673.



Laura Bachle

From: lan Huber <isrhuber@gmail.com>

Sent: Monday, June 17, 2024 11:20 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Public Comment in re 6.20.24 Item 7 1-495 Southside Express Lanes

Transportation Planning Board members:

| am writing to oppose the inclusion of a project in your "Visualize" master plan that uses space on the Woodrow Wilson
Bridge reserved for future transit to add toll lanes instead. It is implausible that a tolling company would give up
revenue-generating space for heavy rail transit without significant payments that would substantially increase the cost
of a WMATA Blue Line Loop. Moreover, VDOT's concept documentation shows a rosy prediction of the engineering
constraints for adding Metrorail within the limited width of any HOT lanes that would be built.

Please do not accept these concept renderings as viable and ask VDOT to invest in a more comprehensive study of
alternatives, including direct transit investments and tolling of existing vehicle lanes to relieve congestion. Our region

needs to make it easier to move around without a car, and not easier to drive places.

Thank you for your consideration



Laura Bachle

From: isrhuber@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of lan Huber
<isrhuber@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Monday, June 17, 2024 11:22 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s flawed proposal to widen 1-495 from Springfield
to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the promised future
Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto connecting streets in
Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

The agency’s 495 Southside Express Lanes study also failed to examine a comprehensive
alternative combining transit, transit-oriented development, and travel demand management.
VDOT is ignoring our region’s transit-oriented development and climate change goals. VDOT
also has failed to thoroughly examine feasible near-term solutions to use available right-of-
way for an express bus and HOV lane.

Please reject this current proposal and demand that VDOT fix its study by evaluating more
effective alternatives consistent with our region’s vision for transit-friendly, sustainable
communities. For now, this project is not ready for our regional transportation plan and should
be kept out.

Sincerely,
Mr. lan Huber
1908 N Daniel St Arlington, VA 22201-4110 isrhuber@gmail.com



Laura Bachle

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Barbara Hufford <noreply@adv.actionnetwork.org>
Saturday, June 15, 2024 2:09 PM

TPBcomment

Remove the Southside Express Lanes from Visualize 2050

Transportation Planning Board ,
Dear TPB Member:

When the Transportation Planning Board (TPB) meets this month to finalize Visualize 2050, |
urge you to vote to remove the Southside Express Lanes from the transportation plan.
Construction of the Southside Express Lanes would block a future extension of Metro’s Blue
Line over the Woodrow Wilson Bridge. Instead of resolving congestion, it would shift a
bottleneck from Springfield to Oxon Hill. Moreover, the Southside Express Lanes are
inconsistent with TPB’s goals to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by reducing vehicle miles
traveled.

The Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority (WMATA) is currently studying a plan to
extend the Blue Line, including an extension over the Woodrow Wilson Bridge. A Blue Line
extension would not only address congestion in a more effective way than adding toll lanes to
the Beltway, but do so in in a sustainable way. WMATA's plan would also provide new transit
service to many communities including Alexandria, Rosslyn, Georgetown, Downtown DC,
Navy Yard, Buzzard Point, St. Elizabeths, Forest Heights, Oxon Hill and National Harbor.

The existing bottleneck at Springfield is emblematic of an inherent defect in toll lanes: They
induce more traffic and then create severe congestion where toll lanes end and that traffic
must merge into general lanes. VDOT'’s plan to shift congestion to Oxon Hill and block future

Metrorail would worsen regional transportation conditions.
We urge members of the TPB to remove the Southside Express Lanes from Visualize 2050.

Barbara Hufford

barbie2176@aol.com

8107 Murray Hill Drive

FORT WASHINGTON, Maryland 20744






Laura Bachle

From: heliotrope@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Geoffrey Hughes
<heliotrope@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Monday, June 10, 2024 7:38 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s flawed proposal to widen 1-495 from Springfield
to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the promised future
Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto connecting streets in
Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

Express (toll) lanes are an elitist revenue strategy, which exacerbates congestion in the non-
toll lanes used by regular folk.

Please reject this current proposal and demand that VDOT fix its study by evaluating more
effective alternatives consistent with our region’s vision for transit-friendly, sustainable
communities. For now, this project is not ready for our regional transportation plan and should
be kept out.

Sincerely,
Mr. Geoffrey Hughes
4800 Fillmore Ave Alexandria, VA 22311-5070 heliotrope@duck.com



Laura Bachle

From: virginiahulme@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Virginia Hulme
<virginiahulme@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Friday, June 7, 2024 8:49 AM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s flawed proposal to widen 1-495 from Springfield
to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the promised future
Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto connecting streets in
Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

The agency’s 495 Southside Express Lanes study also failed to examine a comprehensive
alternative combining transit, transit-oriented development, and travel demand management.
VDOT is ignoring our region’s transit-oriented development and climate change goals. VDOT
also has failed to thoroughly examine feasible near-term solutions to use available right-of-
way for an express bus and HOV lane.

Please reject this current proposal and demand that VDOT fix its study by evaluating more
effective alternatives consistent with our region’s vision for transit-friendly, sustainable
communities. For now, this project is not ready for our regional transportation plan and should
be kept out.

Sincerely,

Ms. Virginia Hulme

6 Grason Ct Rockville, MD 20850-1908
virginiahulme@hotmail.com



Laura Bachle

From: Virginia Hulme (virginiahulme@hotmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
<kwautomail@phone2action.com>

Sent: Saturday, June 15, 2024 8:02 AM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Remove the Southside Express Lanes Widening Project from Visualize 2050

Dear Transportation Planning Board,
We should be improving and expanding public transport, not blocking it.

Please vote to remove the I-495 Southside Express toll lanes project proposed by the Virginia
Department of Transportation from the regional long range transportation plan, Visualize
2050.

This project would expand the Beltway from Springfield, Virginia to Oxon Hill, Maryland with
toll lanes. Currently, the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority is studying a plan to
extend the Blue Line to National Harbor. The Southside Express toll lane expansion would
impede these efforts by taking space reserved for Metrorail on the Woodrow Wilson Bridge.

This plan would also move the bottleneck on the Beltway from Virginia into Maryland and is
expected to generate more traffic that will feed into local streets. This project is inconsistent
with the goals of the Transportation Planning Board to reduce on-road greenhouse gas
emissions 50 percent by 2030 and 80 percent by 2050. It would also increase air, water, and
noise pollution, including on local Oxon Hill roads adjacent to the Beltway.

Please vote to remove the I-495 Southside Project from the regional transportation plan

during the June 20 meeting. Additionally, vote to remove all other segments of the Beltway
and 1-270 from the plan and re-evaluate the 900 miles of highway expansion projects in light of
our climate goals. Instead of highway expansion, better public transit including the Blue line
extension of metro, transit oriented development, and Transportation Demand Management
are solutions that will actually reduce congestion while cutting climate pollution, improving
public health, and increasing access to jobs, education, and healthcare for residents across the
region.

Sincerely,

Virginia Hulme



6 Grason

Rockville, MD 20850
virginiahulme@hotmail.com
(202) 210-6316

This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual
associated with Sierra Club. If you need more information, please contact Member Care at
Sierra Club at member.care@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5673.



Laura Bachle

From: angelinaaubrey@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Lina Hunt
<angelinaaubrey@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Monday, June 17, 2024 8:46 AM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s flawed proposal to widen 1-495 from Springfield
to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the promised future
Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto connecting streets in
Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

The agency’s 495 Southside Express Lanes study also failed to examine a comprehensive
alternative combining transit, transit-oriented development, and travel demand management.
VDOT is ignoring our region’s transit-oriented development and climate change goals. VDOT
also has failed to thoroughly examine feasible near-term solutions to use available right-of-
way for an express bus and HOV lane.

Please reject this current proposal and demand that VDOT fix its study by evaluating more
effective alternatives consistent with our region’s vision for transit-friendly, sustainable
communities. For now, this project is not ready for our regional transportation plan and should
be kept out.

Sincerely,
Mx. Lina Hunt
9 Logan Cir NW Washington, DC 20005-3727 angelinaaubrey@comcast.net



Laura Bachle

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jeanne Hurley <noreply@adv.actionnetwork.org>
Saturday, June 15, 2024 10:25 AM

TPBcomment

Remove the Southside Express Lanes from Visualize 2050

Transportation Planning Board ,
Dear TPB Member:

More toll lane expansion? Please all this will do is enrich contractors while causing additional
traffic problems during construction, encouraging more driving afterwards which just increases
congestion and all the problems associated with congestion. In the meantime neighborhoods
and housing along the pathway and better plans for use of the land are negatively impacted.
Please, please stop all these plans to expand highway lanes and invest in developing plans

that would support traffic alternates that do less climate and local damage.

When the Transportation Planning Board (TPB) meets this month to finalize Visualize 2050, |
urge you to vote to remove the Southside Express Lanes from the transportation plan.
Construction of the Southside Express Lanes would block a future extension of Metro’s Blue
Line over the Woodrow Wilson Bridge. Instead of resolving congestion, it would shift a
bottleneck from Springfield to Oxon Hill. Moreover, the Southside Express Lanes are
inconsistent with TPB’s goals to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by reducing vehicle miles
traveled.

The Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority (WMATA) is currently studying a plan to
extend the Blue Line, including an extension over the Woodrow Wilson Bridge. A Blue Line
extension would not only address congestion in a more effective way than adding toll lanes to
the Beltway, but do so in in a sustainable way. WMATA's plan would also provide new transit
service to many communities including Alexandria, Rosslyn, Georgetown, Downtown DC,

Navy Yard, Buzzard Point, St. Elizabeths, Forest Heights, Oxon Hill and National Harbor.

The existing bottleneck at Springfield is emblematic of an inherent defect in toll lanes: They
induce more traffic and then create severe congestion where toll lanes end and that traffic
must merge into general lanes. VDOT's plan to shift congestion to Oxon Hill and block future

Metrorail would worsen regional transportation conditions.



We urge members of the TPB to remove the Southside Express Lanes from Visualize 2050.

Jeanne Hurley
jeannesh@verizon.net

304 Franklin PL

Silver Spring, Maryland 20901



Laura Bachle

From: rmhytrek@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Rory Hytrek
<rmhytrek@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Monday, June 17, 2024 10:25 AM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s flawed proposal to widen 1-495 from Springfield
to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the promised future
Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto connecting streets in
Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

VA needs real, meaningful public transit change - not more car-focus. The toll lanes will not
solve our congestion issues. | live near the WW bridge, and daily the congestion on the bridge
prevents me from accessing my own exit. Toll lanes won't solve the issue - only increase costs,
the damage of construction, slow down traffic, and make actual efforts to change - such as the
Blue Line Loop - infinitely more difficult.

This is a short-term solution, short-term thinking with long-term effects. | notice you don't
even have a meaningful plan for maintaining this addition once it is added. This cannot be
good for our community.

Please reject this current proposal and demand that VDOT fix its study by evaluating more
effective alternatives consistent with our region’s vision for transit-friendly, sustainable
communities. For now, this project is not ready for our regional transportation plan and should
be kept out.



Sincerely,

Mr. Rory Hytrek

2718 Fort Dr Alexandria, VA 22303-1323
rmhytrek@gmail.com



Laura Bachle

From: wildmarcimlay@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Marc And Alice Imlay
<wildmarcimlay@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Thursday, June 6, 2024 10:28 AM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s flawed proposal to widen 1-495 from Springfield
to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the promised future
Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto connecting streets in
Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

The agency’s 495 Southside Express Lanes study also failed to examine a comprehensive
alternative combining transit, transit-oriented development, and travel demand management.
VDOT is ignoring our region’s transit-oriented development and climate change goals. VDOT
also has failed to thoroughly examine feasible near-term solutions to use available right-of-
way for an express bus and HOV lane.

Please reject this current proposal and demand that VDOT fix its study by evaluating more
effective alternatives consistent with our region’s vision for transit-friendly, sustainable
communities. For now, this project is not ready for our regional transportation plan and should
be kept out.

Sincerely,
Dr. Marc And Alice Imlay
2321 Woodberry Dr # 20616 Bryans Road, MD 20616-3256 wildmarcimlay@gmail.com



Laura Bachle

From: cadaverchris@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Chris Irwin
<cadaverchris@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Thursday, June 6, 2024 10:26 AM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s flawed proposal to widen 1-495 from Springfield
to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the promised future
Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto connecting streets in
Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

The agency’s 495 Southside Express Lanes study also failed to examine a comprehensive
alternative combining transit, transit-oriented development, and travel demand management.
VDOT is ignoring our region’s transit-oriented development and climate change goals. VDOT
also has failed to thoroughly examine feasible near-term solutions to use available right-of-
way for an express bus and HOV lane.

Please reject this current proposal and demand that VDOT fix its study by evaluating more
effective alternatives consistent with our region’s vision for transit-friendly, sustainable
communities. For now, this project is not ready for our regional transportation plan and should
be kept out.

Sincerely,
Mr. Chris Irwin



204 Bluff Ter Silver Spring, MD 20902-3104 cadaverchris@gmail.com



Laura Bachle

From: andrewireland@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Andrew Ireland
<andrewireland@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Saturday, June 8, 2024 8:38 AM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s flawed proposal to widen 1-495 from Springfield
to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the promised future
Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto connecting streets in
Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

The agency’s 495 Southside Express Lanes study also failed to examine a comprehensive
alternative combining transit, transit-oriented development, and travel demand management.
VDOT is ignoring our region’s transit-oriented development and climate change goals. VDOT
also has failed to thoroughly examine feasible near-term solutions to use available right-of-
way for an express bus and HOV lane.

Please reject this current proposal and demand that VDOT fix its study by evaluating more
effective alternatives consistent with our region’s vision for transit-friendly, sustainable
communities. For now, this project is not ready for our regional transportation plan and should
be kept out.

Sincerely,
Mr. Andrew Ireland
1515 N Queen St Arlington, VA 22209-2871 andrewireland@mac.com



Laura Bachle

From: allen.irwin@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Allen Irwin
<allen.irwin@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Monday, June 3, 2024 10:22 AM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s misguided proposal to widen 1-495 from
Springfield to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the
promised future Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto
connecting streets in Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

The agency’s 495 Southside Express Lanes study also failed to examine a comprehensive
alternative combining transit, transit-oriented development, and travel demand management.
VDOT is ignoring our region’s transit-oriented development and climate change goals. VDOT
also has failed to thoroughly examine feasible near-term solutions to use available right-of-
way for an express bus and HOV lane.

Please reject this current proposal and demand that VDOT fix its study by evaluating more
effective alternatives consistent with our region’s vision for transit-friendly, sustainable
communities. For now, this project is not ready for our regional transportation plan and should
be kept out.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Mr. Allen Irwin



1023 Vernon St Alexandria, VA 22314-1349 allen.irwin@gmail.com



Laura Bachle

From: Phyllis Isreal (phyllis.isreal@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
<kwautomail@phone2action.com>

Sent: Sunday, June 16, 2024 3:33 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Remove the Southside Express Lanes Widening Project from Visualize 2050

Dear Transportation Planning Board,

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Express toll lanes project proposed by the Virginia
Department of Transportation from the regional long range transportation plan, Visualize
2050.

This project would expand the Beltway from Springfield, Virginia to Oxon Hill, Maryland with
toll lanes. This would move the bottleneck on the Beltway from Virginia into Maryland and is
expected to generate more traffic that will feed into local streets. This project is inconsistent
with the goals of the Transportation Planning Board to reduce on-road greenhouse gas
emissions 50 percent by 2030 and 80 percent by 2050. It would also increase air, water, and
noise pollution, including on local Oxon Hill roads adjacent to the Beltway.

Currently, the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority is studying a plan to extend the
Blue Line to National Harbor. The Southside Express toll lane expansion would impede these
efforts by taking space reserved for Metrorail on the Woodrow Wilson Bridge.

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Project from the regional transportation plan
during the June 20 meeting. Additionally, vote to remove all other segments of the Beltway
and I-270 from the plan and re-evaluate the 900 miles of highway expansion projects in light of
our climate goals. Instead of highway expansion, better public transit including the Blue line
extension of metro, transit oriented development, and Transportation Demand Management
are solutions that will actually reduce congestion while cutting climate pollution, improving
public health, and increasing access to jobs, education, and healthcare for residents across the
region.

Sincerely,

Phyllis Isreal

612 Azalea Drive
Rockville, MD 20850
phyllis.isreal@gmail.com



(301) 424-5751

This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual
associated with Sierra Club. If you need more information, please contact Member Care at
Sierra Club at member.care@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5673.



Laura Bachle

From: Michael Italiano (michael.italiano@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
<kwautomail@phone2action.com>

Sent: Thursday, June 6, 2024 6:45 AM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Remove the Southside Express Lanes Widening Project from Visualize 2050

Dear Transportation Planning Board,

More roads = more traffic = reduced quality of living and more pollution. Invest in public
transit instead!

Please vote to remove the I-495 Southside Express toll lanes project proposed by the Virginia
Department of Transportation from the regional long range transportation plan, Visualize
2050.

This project would expand the Beltway from Springfield, Virginia to Oxon Hill, Maryland with
toll lanes. This would move the bottleneck on the Beltway from Virginia into Maryland and is
expected to generate more traffic that will feed into local streets. This project is inconsistent
with the goals of the Transportation Planning Board to reduce on-road greenhouse gas
emissions 50 percent by 2030 and 80 percent by 2050. It would also increase air, water, and
noise pollution, including on local Oxon Hill roads adjacent to the Beltway.

Currently, the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority is studying a plan to extend the
Blue Line to National Harbor. The Southside Express toll lane expansion would impede these
efforts by taking space reserved for Metrorail on the Woodrow Wilson Bridge.

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Project from the regional transportation plan
during the June 20 meeting. Additionally, vote to remove all other segments of the Beltway
and 1-270 from the plan and re-evaluate the 900 miles of highway expansion projects in light of
our climate goals. Instead of highway expansion, better public transit including the Blue line
extension of metro, transit oriented development, and Transportation Demand Management
are solutions that will actually reduce congestion while cutting climate pollution, improving
public health, and increasing access to jobs, education, and healthcare for residents across the
region.

Sincerely,

Michael Italiano



7209 13th Ave

Takoma Park, MD 20912
michael.italiano@gmail.com
(917) 913-8306

This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual
associated with Sierra Club. If you need more information, please contact Member Care at
Sierra Club at member.care@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5673.



Laura Bachle

From: michael.italiano@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Michael Italiano
<michael.italiano@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Thursday, June 6, 2024 10:28 AM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s flawed proposal to widen 1-495 from Springfield
to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the promised future
Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto connecting streets in
Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

The agency’s 495 Southside Express Lanes study also failed to examine a comprehensive
alternative combining transit, transit-oriented development, and travel demand management.
VDOT is ignoring our region’s transit-oriented development and climate change goals. VDOT
also has failed to thoroughly examine feasible near-term solutions to use available right-of-
way for an express bus and HOV lane.

Please reject this current proposal and demand that VDOT fix its study by evaluating more
effective alternatives consistent with our region’s vision for transit-friendly, sustainable
communities. For now, this project is not ready for our regional transportation plan and should
be kept out.

Sincerely,
Mr. Michael Italiano
7209 13th Ave Takoma Park, MD 20912-7069 michael.italiano@gmail.com



Laura Bachle

From: michael.italiano@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Michael Italiano
<michael.italiano@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Thursday, June 6, 2024 10:28 AM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s flawed proposal to widen 1-495 from Springfield
to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the promised future
Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto connecting streets in
Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

The agency’s 495 Southside Express Lanes study also failed to examine a comprehensive
alternative combining transit, transit-oriented development, and travel demand management.
VDOT is ignoring our region’s transit-oriented development and climate change goals. VDOT
also has failed to thoroughly examine feasible near-term solutions to use available right-of-
way for an express bus and HOV lane.

Please reject this current proposal and demand that VDOT fix its study by evaluating more
effective alternatives consistent with our region’s vision for transit-friendly, sustainable
communities. For now, this project is not ready for our regional transportation plan and should
be kept out.

Sincerely,
Mr. Michael Italiano
7209 13th Ave Takoma Park, MD 20912-7069 michael.italiano@gmail.com



Laura Bachle

From: Nicole Jackson (jackson.nicolep@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
<kwautomail@phone2action.com>

Sent: Thursday, June 6, 2024 8:41 AM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Remove the Southside Express Lanes Widening Project from Visualize 2050

Dear Transportation Planning Board,

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Express toll lanes project proposed by the Virginia
Department of Transportation from the regional long-range transportation plan, Visualize
2050.

This project would expand the Beltway from Springfield, Virginia to Oxon Hill, Maryland with
toll lanes. This would move the bottleneck on the Beltway from Virginia into Maryland and is
expected to generate more traffic that will feed into local streets. This project is inconsistent
with the goals of the Transportation Planning Board to reduce on-road greenhouse gas
emissions by 50 percent by 2030 and 80 percent by 2050. It would also increase air, water, and
noise pollution, including on local Oxon Hill roads adjacent to the Beltway.

Currently, the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority is studying a plan to extend the
Blue Line to National Harbor. The Southside Express toll lane expansion would impede these
efforts by taking space reserved for Metrorail on the Woodrow Wilson Bridge.

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Project from the regional transportation plan
during the June 20 meeting. Additionally, vote to remove all other segments of the Beltway
and I-270 from the plan and re-evaluate the 900 miles of highway expansion projects in light of
our climate goals. Instead of highway expansion, better public transit including the Blue Line
extension of metro, transit-oriented development, and Transportation Demand Management
are solutions that will reduce congestion while cutting climate pollution, improving public
health, and increasing access to jobs, education, and healthcare for residents across the
region.

Sincerely,

Nicole Jackson

6413 Halleck St

District Heights, MD 20747
jackson.nicolep@gmail.com



(571) 327-0476

This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual
associated with Sierra Club. If you need more information, please contact Member Care at
Sierra Club at member.care@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5673.



Laura Bachle

From: James H <james.haber96@gmail.com>

Sent: Monday, June 17, 2024 11:52 AM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Public Comment in re 6.20.24 Item 7 1-495 Southside Express Lanes

Transportation Planning Board members:

| am writing to oppose the inclusion of a project in your "Visualize"

master plan that uses space on the Woodrow Wilson Bridge reserved for future transit to add
toll lanes instead. It is implausible that a tolling company would give up revenue-generating
space for heavy rail transit without significant payments that would substantially increase the
cost of a WMATA Blue Line Loop. Moreover, VDOT's concept documentation shows a rosy
prediction of the engineering constraints for adding Metrorail within the limited width of any
HOT lanes that would be built.

Please do not accept these concept renderings as viable and ask VDOT to invest in a more
comprehensive study of alternatives, including direct transit investments and tolling of existing
vehicle lanes to relieve congestion. Our region needs to make it easier to move around
without a car, and not easier to drive places.

Thank you for your consideration,
James H



Laura Bachle

From: hariharan.jayashankar@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Hariharan Jayashankar
<hariharan.jayashankar@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Monday, June 17, 2024 12:25 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Item 1 Public Comment Opportunity - Include Southside Beltway Improvements in the

Air Quality Analysis

Dear Chair Christina Henderson,

| am someone who deeply cares about how modes of transportation impact our environment.
Therefore, | am writing to express my strong support for including the Southside Beltway
Improvements into the long-term transportation plan for our region.

Nationwide, many transit systems are facing dire financial strains. We can avoid a similar
situation in the Capital Region with the Southside Beltway Improvements being integrated into
the study. This initiative will help mitigate congestion and improve traffic along the southern
stretch of the beltway. At the same time, we can bring in additional funding to improve transit
systems throughout Prince George’s County.

Please incorporate this project into the current assessments being made for air quality. This
will facilitate continued collaboration between VDOT and Prince George’s County to narrow
down community benefits. The Southside Beltway Improvements is a key piece in making an
informed decision once the environmental study is done.

Thank you for your attentive consideration of this crucial matter.

Sincerely,

Hariharan Jayashankar

College park, MD
hariharan.jayashankar@gmail.com



Laura Bachle

From: fajenkims3@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Frank Jemkims <fajenkims3
@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Saturday, June 15, 2024 3:56 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Item 1 Public Comment Opportunity - Include Southside Beltway Improvements in the

Air Quality Analysis

Dear Chair Christina Henderson,

| am someone who deeply cares about how modes of transportation impact our environment.
Therefore, | am writing to express my strong support for including the Southside Beltway
Improvements into the long-term transportation plan for our region.

Nationwide, many transit systems are facing dire financial strains. We can avoid a similar
situation in the Capital Region with the Southside Beltway Improvements being integrated into
the study. This initiative will help mitigate congestion and improve traffic along the southern
stretch of the beltway. At the same time, we can bring in additional funding to improve transit
systems throughout Prince George’s County.

Please incorporate this project into the current assessments being made for air quality. This
will facilitate continued collaboration between VDOT and Prince George’s County to narrow
down community benefits. The Southside Beltway Improvements is a key piece in making an
informed decision once the environmental study is done.

Thank you for your attentive consideration of this crucial matter.

Sincerely,

Frank Jemkims

Bowie, MD
fajenkims3@gmail.com



Laura Bachle

From: ninizworld@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Jeanine Jessup
<ninizworld@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Saturday, June 15, 2024 10:04 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s flawed proposal to widen 1-495 from Springfield
to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the promised future
Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto connecting streets in
Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

The agency’s 495 Southside Express Lanes study also failed to examine a comprehensive
alternative combining transit, transit-oriented development, and travel demand management.
VDOT is ignoring our region’s transit-oriented development and climate change goals. VDOT
also has failed to thoroughly examine feasible near-term solutions to use available right-of-
way for an express bus and HOV lane.

Also, what happens once the project gets to the Maryland side? Have they provided any
information as to coordination with Maryland? Is Maryland on the same page with this
proposed plan? Please get the much needed answers to this proposed project. At present, |
see no value added to our community for the dollars spent.

Please reject this current proposal and demand that VDOT fix its study by evaluating more
effective alternatives consistent with our region’s vision for transit-friendly, sustainable
communities. For now, this project is not ready for our regional transportation plan and should
be kept out.



Sincerely,
Ms. Jeanine Jessup
8642 Braddock Ave Alexandria, VA 22309-2021 ninizworld@hotmail.com



Laura Bachle

From: Susan Johnson (srjohnson818@verizon.net) Sent You a Personal Message
<kwautomail@phone2action.com>

Sent: Wednesday, June 5, 2024 8:48 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Remove the Southside Express Lanes Widening Project from Visualize 2050

Dear Transportation Planning Board,
Dear Planning Board,

Please don?t expand the Beltway any further. It takes us in the wrong direction - back to the
20th century thinking that had not solved traffic issues. We need multiple options including
metro and rail - not just bigger highways.

Thank you,
Susan

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Express toll lanes project proposed by the Virginia
Department of Transportation from the regional long range transportation plan, Visualize
2050.

This project would expand the Beltway from Springfield, Virginia to Oxon Hill, Maryland with
toll lanes. This would move the bottleneck on the Beltway from Virginia into Maryland and is
expected to generate more traffic that will feed into local streets. This project is inconsistent
with the goals of the Transportation Planning Board to reduce on-road greenhouse gas
emissions 50 percent by 2030 and 80 percent by 2050. It would also increase air, water, and
noise pollution, including on local Oxon Hill roads adjacent to the Beltway.

Currently, the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority is studying a plan to extend the
Blue Line to National Harbor. The Southside Express toll lane expansion would impede these
efforts by taking space reserved for Metrorail on the Woodrow Wilson Bridge.

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Project from the regional transportation plan
during the June 20 meeting. Additionally, vote to remove all other segments of the Beltway
and I-270 from the plan and re-evaluate the 900 miles of highway expansion projects in light of
our climate goals. Instead of highway expansion, better public transit including the Blue line
extension of metro, transit oriented development, and Transportation Demand Management
are solutions that will actually reduce congestion while cutting climate pollution, improving

1



public health, and increasing access to jobs, education, and healthcare for residents across the
region.

Sincerely,

Susan Johnson

7625 Heatherton Ln
Potomac, MD 20854
srjohnson818@verizon.net
(202) 427-6295

This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual
associated with Sierra Club. If you need more information, please contact Member Care at
Sierra Club at member.care@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5673.



Laura Bachle

From: Chloe Johnson (katluvscupcakes617@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
<kwautomail@phone2action.com>

Sent: Wednesday, June 5, 2024 7:18 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Remove the Southside Express Lanes Widening Project from Visualize 2050

Dear Transportation Planning Board,

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Express toll lanes project proposed by the Virginia
Department of Transportation from the regional long range transportation plan, Visualize
2050.

This project would expand the Beltway from Springfield, Virginia to Oxon Hill, Maryland with
toll lanes. This would move the bottleneck on the Beltway from Virginia into Maryland and is
expected to generate more traffic that will feed into local streets. This project is inconsistent
with the goals of the Transportation Planning Board to reduce on-road greenhouse gas
emissions 50 percent by 2030 and 80 percent by 2050. It would also increase air, water, and
noise pollution, including on local Oxon Hill roads adjacent to the Beltway.

Currently, the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority is studying a plan to extend the
Blue Line to National Harbor. The Southside Express toll lane expansion would impede these
efforts by taking space reserved for Metrorail on the Woodrow Wilson Bridge.

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Project from the regional transportation plan
during the June 20 meeting. Additionally, vote to remove all other segments of the Beltway
and I-270 from the plan and re-evaluate the 900 miles of highway expansion projects in light of
our climate goals. Instead of highway expansion, better public transit including the Blue line
extension of metro, transit oriented development, and Transportation Demand Management
are solutions that will actually reduce congestion while cutting climate pollution, improving
public health, and increasing access to jobs, education, and healthcare for residents across the
region.

Sincerely,

Chloe Johnson

613 Wilson PI

Frederick, MD 21702
katluvscupcakes617@gmail.com



(240) 308-3076

This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual
associated with Sierra Club. If you need more information, please contact Member Care at
Sierra Club at member.care@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5673.



Laura Bachle

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Douglas Johnson <noreply@adv.actionnetwork.org>
Friday, June 14, 2024 3:20 PM

TPBcomment

Remove the Southside Express Lanes from Visualize 2050

Transportation Planning Board ,
Dear TPB Member:

When the Transportation Planning Board (TPB) meets this month to finalize Visualize 2050, |
urge you to vote to remove the Southside Express Lanes from the transportation plan.
Construction of the Southside Express Lanes would block a future extension of Metro’s Blue
Line over the Woodrow Wilson Bridge. Instead of resolving congestion, it would shift a
bottleneck from Springfield to Oxon Hill. Moreover, the Southside Express Lanes are
inconsistent with TPB’s goals to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by reducing vehicle miles
traveled.

The Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority (WMATA) is currently studying a plan to
extend the Blue Line, including an extension over the Woodrow Wilson Bridge. A Blue Line
extension would not only address congestion in a more effective way than adding toll lanes to
the Beltway, but do so in in a sustainable way. WMATA's plan would also provide new transit
service to many communities including Alexandria, Rosslyn, Georgetown, Downtown DC,
Navy Yard, Buzzard Point, St. Elizabeths, Forest Heights, Oxon Hill and National Harbor.

The existing bottleneck at Springfield is emblematic of an inherent defect in toll lanes: They
induce more traffic and then create severe congestion where toll lanes end and that traffic
must merge into general lanes. VDOT'’s plan to shift congestion to Oxon Hill and block future

Metrorail would worsen regional transportation conditions.
We urge members of the TPB to remove the Southside Express Lanes from Visualize 2050.

Douglas Johnson
gardendoug@aol.com

4 Ridge Road unit K
Greenbelt, Maryland 20770






Laura Bachle

From: royaljo21@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Jo Johnson <royaljo21
@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Saturday, June 15, 2024 3:59 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Item 1 Public Comment Opportunity - Southside Beltway Improvements Are Needed

Dear Chair Christina Henderson,

We need to relieve congestion and traffic on the Woodrow Wilson Bridge immediately, which
is why | am writing to urge you to incorporate the Southside Beltway Improvements into the
region’s long-range transportation plan.

We must prevent anticipated high levels of congestion that would result in vehicles diverting
onto other roadways within the localities and regions, making the Beltway no longer reliable
for commuting. With the Southside Beltway Improvements project, we can enhance traffic
flow along the southside of the beltway, while also bringing in essential funding for transit
initiatives.

As seen already, transit systems nationwide are grappling with financial challenges. We
certainly don’t want those hardships to occur here in the Capital Beltway region. The
implementation of this project will bring in much-needed additional funds for transit
enhancements in Prince George’s County.

Please make sure the Southside Beltway Improvements are included in the air quality
assessment efforts. This will foster ongoing collaboration between VDOT and Prince George’s
County to identify the best solutions for our community once the environmental study is
complete.

Thank you for your time and consideration on this transportation issue.

Sincerely,

Jo Johnson

Suitland, MD
royaljo21@yahoo.com



Laura Bachle

From: Sherman Johnson (shermanajohnson@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
<kwautomail@phone2action.com>

Sent: Saturday, June 15, 2024 6:53 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Remove the Southside Express Lanes Widening Project from Visualize 2050

Dear Transportation Planning Board,
HOT/Lexus Lanes are un-American. They further divide the country.

They are the equivalent of allowing a corporation to build new wings on existing PUBLIC
schools. Then letting the corporation charge an exorbitant tuition to keep enrollment down --
because the new wings only have enough capacity for (say) 15% of the students. The kids who
have parents who can afford the tuition would enjoy: smaller class sizes; a faster internet
connection; better athletic/music/art equipment; fully equipped science labs; new computers,
etc. The other kids? Well, they'd be stuck in overcrowded classrooms with old, slow
computers and equipment.

In both scenarios, public property is divided into 2 tiers -- one for the well-off, the other for the
‘commoners’.

HOT/Lexus lanes serve as a daily reminder of the ever-widening wealth and income gap. The
vast majority of drivers will be/are stuck in the congested general lanes.

Please vote to remove the I-495 Southside Express toll lanes project proposed by the Virginia
Department of Transportation from the regional long range transportation plan, Visualize
2050.

This project would expand the Beltway from Springfield, Virginia to Oxon Hill, Maryland with
toll lanes. This would move the bottleneck on the Beltway from Virginia into Maryland and is
expected to generate more traffic that will feed into local streets. This project is inconsistent
with the goals of the Transportation Planning Board to reduce on-road greenhouse gas
emissions 50 percent by 2030 and 80 percent by 2050. It would also increase air, water, and
noise pollution, including on local Oxon Hill roads adjacent to the Beltway.

Currently, the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority is studying a plan to extend the
Blue Line to National Harbor. The Southside Express toll lane expansion would impede these
efforts by taking space reserved for Metrorail on the Woodrow Wilson Bridge.

1



Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Project from the regional transportation plan
during the June 20 meeting. Additionally, vote to remove all other segments of the Beltway
and I-270 from the plan and re-evaluate the 900 miles of highway expansion projects in light of
our climate goals. Instead of highway expansion, better public transit including the Blue line
extension of metro, transit oriented development, and Transportation Demand Management
are solutions that will actually reduce congestion while cutting climate pollution, improving
public health, and increasing access to jobs, education, and healthcare for residents across the
region.

Sincerely,

Sherman Johnson

9046 Hawbottom Road
Middletown, MD 21769
shermanajohnson@gmail.com
(301) 213-5451

This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual
associated with Sierra Club. If you need more information, please contact Member Care at
Sierra Club at member.care@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5673.



Laura Bachle

From: Herbert Jones (herb@norasackdesign.net) Sent You a Personal Message
<kwautomail@phone2action.com>

Sent: Friday, June 7, 2024 10:42 AM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Remove the Southside Express Lanes Widening Project from Visualize 2050

Dear Transportation Planning Board,

As President of Tantallon North Area Civic Association we wholeheartedly support any and all
efforts to bring the subway system across the Woodrow Wilson.

Please vote to remove the I-495 Southside Express toll lanes project proposed by the Virginia
Department of Transportation from the regional long range transportation plan, Visualize
2050.

This project would expand the Beltway from Springfield, Virginia to Oxon Hill, Maryland with
toll lanes. This would move the bottleneck on the Beltway from Virginia into Maryland and is
expected to generate more traffic that will feed into local streets. This project is inconsistent
with the goals of the Transportation Planning Board to reduce on-road greenhouse gas
emissions 50 percent by 2030 and 80 percent by 2050. It would also increase air, water, and
noise pollution, including on local Oxon Hill roads adjacent to the Beltway.

Currently, the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority is studying a plan to extend the
Blue Line to National Harbor. The Southside Express toll lane expansion would impede these
efforts by taking space reserved for Metrorail on the Woodrow Wilson Bridge.

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Project from the regional transportation plan
during the June 20 meeting. Additionally, vote to remove all other segments of the Beltway
and 1-270 from the plan and re-evaluate the 900 miles of highway expansion projects in light of
our climate goals. Instead of highway expansion, better public transit including the Blue line
extension of metro, transit oriented development, and Transportation Demand Management
are solutions that will actually reduce congestion while cutting climate pollution, improving
public health, and increasing access to jobs, education, and healthcare for residents across the
region.

Sincerely,

Herbert Jones



11905 Autumnwood Ln

Fort Washington , MD 20744
herb@norasackdesign.net
(703) 403-4637

This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual
associated with Sierra Club. If you need more information, please contact Member Care at
Sierra Club at member.care@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5673.



Laura Bachle

From: Herbert Jones (hhjones31@verizon.net) Sent You a Personal Message
<kwautomail@phone2action.com>

Sent: Monday, June 17, 2024 7:15 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Remove the Southside Express Lanes Widening Project from Visualize 2050

Dear Transportation Planning Board,

As President of Tantallon North Area Civic Association we are very concern about this proposal
to widen Beltway from the transportation plan. We need to talk about extended the yellow to
MGM/ Harbor. We support the position of the PG County Sierra Club in this regards and the
need to further seriously consider subway coming over the Woodrow Wilson bridge.

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Express toll lanes project proposed by the Virginia
Department of Transportation from the regional long range transportation plan, Visualize
2050.

This project would expand the Beltway from Springfield, Virginia to Oxon Hill, Maryland with
toll lanes. This would move the bottleneck on the Beltway from Virginia into Maryland and is
expected to generate more traffic that will feed into local streets. This project is inconsistent
with the goals of the Transportation Planning Board to reduce on-road greenhouse gas
emissions 50 percent by 2030 and 80 percent by 2050. It would also increase air, water, and
noise pollution, including on local Oxon Hill roads adjacent to the Beltway.

Currently, the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority is studying a plan to extend the
Blue Line to National Harbor. The Southside Express toll lane expansion would impede these
efforts by taking space reserved for Metrorail on the Woodrow Wilson Bridge.

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Project from the regional transportation plan
during the June 20 meeting. Additionally, vote to remove all other segments of the Beltway
and I-270 from the plan and re-evaluate the 900 miles of highway expansion projects in light of
our climate goals. Instead of highway expansion, better public transit including the Blue line
extension of metro, transit oriented development, and Transportation Demand Management
are solutions that will actually reduce congestion while cutting climate pollution, improving
public health, and increasing access to jobs, education, and healthcare for residents across the
region.

Sincerely,



Herbert Jones

11905 Autumnwood Ln

Fort Washington , MD 20744
hhjones31@verizon.net
(703) 403-4637

This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual
associated with Sierra Club. If you need more information, please contact Member Care at
Sierra Club at member.care@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5673.



Laura Bachle

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Susan Joplin <noreply@adv.actionnetwork.org>

Friday, June 14, 2024 3:36 PM

TPBcomment

Remove the Southside Express Lanes from Visualize 2050

Transportation Planning Board ,
Dear TPB Member:

When the Transportation Planning Board (TPB) meets this month to finalize Visualize 2050, |
urge you to vote to remove the Southside Express Lanes from the transportation plan.
Construction of the Southside Express Lanes would block a future extension of Metro’s Blue
Line over the Woodrow Wilson Bridge. Instead of resolving congestion, it would shift a
bottleneck from Springfield to Oxon Hill. Moreover, the Southside Express Lanes are
inconsistent with TPB’s goals to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by reducing vehicle miles
traveled.

The Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority (WMATA) is currently studying a plan to
extend the Blue Line, including an extension over the Woodrow Wilson Bridge. A Blue Line
extension would not only address congestion in a more effective way than adding toll lanes to
the Beltway, but do so in in a sustainable way. WMATA's plan would also provide new transit
service to many communities including Alexandria, Rosslyn, Georgetown, Downtown DC,
Navy Yard, Buzzard Point, St. Elizabeths, Forest Heights, Oxon Hill and National Harbor.

The existing bottleneck at Springfield is emblematic of an inherent defect in toll lanes: They
induce more traffic and then create severe congestion where toll lanes end and that traffic
must merge into general lanes. VDOT'’s plan to shift congestion to Oxon Hill and block future

Metrorail would worsen regional transportation conditions.
We urge members of the TPB to remove the Southside Express Lanes from Visualize 2050.

Susan Joplin
sujop30@gmail.com

1009 Loxford Terrace,

Silver Spring, Maryland 20901






Laura Bachle

From: erik justen@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Erik Justen
<erik. justen@everyactioncustom.com>
Sent: Monday, June 17, 2024 7:59 PM
To: TPBcomment
Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s flawed proposal to widen 1-495 from Springfield
to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the promised future
Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto connecting streets in
Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

Toll lanes do little other the enrich a private entity. They have not demonstrated any
improvements to the traffic situation on the eat side of the beltway. Further, that space on the
bridge should be used for public transportation (metro train or similar), which will definitely
ease traffic congestion.

Please reject this current proposal and demand that VDOT fix its study by evaluating more
effective alternatives consistent with our region’s vision for transit-friendly, sustainable
communities. For now, this project is not ready for our regional transportation plan and should
be kept out.

Sincerely,

Mr Erik Justen

7527 Elba Rd Alexandria, VA 22306-2504
erik.justen@gmail.com



Laura Bachle

From: JonKandel@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Jon Kandel
<JonKandel@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Sunday, June 16, 2024 5:50 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s flawed proposal to widen 1-495 from Springfield
to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the promised future
Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto connecting streets in
Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

The agency’s 495 Southside Express Lanes study also failed to examine a comprehensive
alternative combining transit, transit-oriented development, and travel demand management.
VDOT is ignoring our region’s transit-oriented development and climate change goals. VDOT
also has failed to thoroughly examine feasible near-term solutions to use available right-of-
way for an express bus and HOV lane.

Please reject this current proposal and demand that VDOT fix its study by evaluating more
effective alternatives consistent with our region’s vision for transit-friendly, sustainable
communities. For now, this project is not ready for our regional transportation plan and should
be kept out.

Sincerely,
Mr. Jon Kandel
5903 Mount Eagle Dr Alexandria, VA 22303-2524 JonKandel@me.com



Laura Bachle

From: meredith.k.815@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Meredith Karbowsky
<meredith.k.815@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Monday, June 3, 2024 9:38 AM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s misguided proposal to widen 1-495 from
Springfield to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the
promised future Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto
connecting streets in Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

The agency’s 495 Southside Express Lanes study also failed to examine a comprehensive
alternative combining transit, transit-oriented development, and travel demand management.
VDOT is ignoring our region’s transit-oriented development and climate change goals. VDOT
also has failed to thoroughly examine feasible near-term solutions to use available right-of-
way for an express bus and HOV lane.

Please reject this current proposal and demand that VDOT fix its study by evaluating more
effective alternatives consistent with our region’s vision for transit-friendly, sustainable
communities. For now, this project is not ready for our regional transportation plan and should
be kept out.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Ms. Meredith Karbowsky



1515 N Queen St Unit 506 Arlington, VA 22209-3912 meredith.k.815@gmail.com



Laura Bachle

From: aniabanial5@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Anna Kasior <aniabanial5
@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Thursday, June 6, 2024 12:11 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s flawed proposal to widen 1-495 from Springfield
to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the promised future
Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto connecting streets in
Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

The agency’s 495 Southside Express Lanes study also failed to examine a comprehensive
alternative combining transit, transit-oriented development, and travel demand management.
VDOT is ignoring our region’s transit-oriented development and climate change goals. VDOT
also has failed to thoroughly examine feasible near-term solutions to use available right-of-
way for an express bus and HOV lane. We need more public transportation, better public
transportation, and not more cars and more traffic! Please consider the option to have
metrorail, light rail, or some other form of transit that will alleviate traffic congestion,

pollution issues, and the stress of driving on our community.

Please reject this current proposal and demand that VDOT fix its study by evaluating more
effective alternatives consistent with our region’s vision for transit-friendly, sustainable
communities. For now, this project is not ready for our regional transportation plan and should
be kept out.

Sincerely,



Mrs. Anna Kasior
2003 Forest Dale Dr Silver Spring, MD 20903-1530 aniabanial5@gmail.com



Laura Bachle

From: flyingsails@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Caitlin Keller-Martin
<flyingsails@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Monday, June 17, 2024 8:30 AM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s flawed proposal to widen 1-495 from Springfield
to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the promised future
Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto connecting streets in
Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

The agency’s 495 Southside Express Lanes study also failed to examine a comprehensive
alternative combining transit, transit-oriented development, and travel demand management.
VDOT is ignoring our region’s transit-oriented development and climate change goals. VDOT
also has failed to thoroughly examine feasible near-term solutions to use available right-of-
way for an express bus and HOV lane.

Please reject this current proposal and demand that VDOT fix its study by evaluating more
effective alternatives consistent with our region’s vision for transit-friendly, sustainable
communities. For now, this project is not ready for our regional transportation plan and should
be kept out.

Sincerely,
Ms. Caitlin Keller-Martin
4714 Quiet Woods Ln Apt J Fairfax, VA 22033-5052 flyingsails@gmail.com



Laura Bachle

From: Doug Kelley (wuya@earthlink.net) Sent You a Personal Message
<kwautomail@phone2action.com>

Sent: Wednesday, June 5, 2024 8:.01 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Remove the Southside Express Lanes Widening Project from Visualize 2050

Dear Transportation Planning Board,

Please remove the expansion of the southern Beltway (that would threaten the extension of
Metro) from the region?s 2050 transportation plan.

Please vote to remove the I-495 Southside Express toll lanes project proposed by the Virginia
Department of Transportation from the regional long range transportation plan, Visualize
2050.

This project would expand the Beltway from Springfield, Virginia to Oxon Hill, Maryland with
toll lanes. This would move the bottleneck on the Beltway from Virginia into Maryland and is
expected to generate more traffic that will feed into local streets. This project is inconsistent
with the goals of the Transportation Planning Board to reduce on-road greenhouse gas
emissions 50 percent by 2030 and 80 percent by 2050. It would also increase air, water, and
noise pollution, including on local Oxon Hill roads adjacent to the Beltway.

Currently, the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority is studying a plan to extend the
Blue Line to National Harbor. The Southside Express toll lane expansion would impede these
efforts by taking space reserved for Metrorail on the Woodrow Wilson Bridge.

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Project from the regional transportation plan
during the June 20 meeting. Additionally, vote to remove all other segments of the Beltway
and 1-270 from the plan and re-evaluate the 900 miles of highway expansion projects in light of
our climate goals. Instead of highway expansion, better public transit including the Blue line
extension of metro, transit oriented development, and Transportation Demand Management
are solutions that will actually reduce congestion while cutting climate pollution, improving
public health, and increasing access to jobs, education, and healthcare for residents across the
region.

Sincerely,

Doug Kelley



9904 Renfrew Rd

Silver Spring, MD 20901
wuya@earthlink.net
(301) 328-5785

This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual
associated with Sierra Club. If you need more information, please contact Member Care at
Sierra Club at member.care@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5673.



Laura Bachle

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Doug Kelley <wuya@earthlink.net>

Friday, June 14, 2024 1:50 PM

TPBcomment

Remove the Southside Express Lanes from Visualize 2050

Transportation Planning Board ,
Dear TPB Member:

When the Transportation Planning Board (TPB) meets this month to finalize Visualize 2050, |
urge you to vote to remove the Southside Express Lanes from the transportation plan.
Construction of the Southside Express Lanes would block a future extension of Metro’s Blue
Line over the Woodrow Wilson Bridge. Instead of resolving congestion, it would shift a
bottleneck from Springfield to Oxon Hill. Moreover, the Southside Express Lanes are
inconsistent with TPB’s goals to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by reducing vehicle miles
traveled.

The Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority (WMATA) is currently studying a plan to
extend the Blue Line, including an extension over the Woodrow Wilson Bridge. A Blue Line
extension would not only address congestion in a more effective way than adding toll lanes to
the Beltway, but do so in in a sustainable way. WMATA's plan would also provide new transit
service to many communities including Alexandria, Rosslyn, Georgetown, Downtown DC,
Navy Yard, Buzzard Point, St. Elizabeths, Forest Heights, Oxon Hill and National Harbor.

The existing bottleneck at Springfield is emblematic of an inherent defect in toll lanes: They
induce more traffic and then create severe congestion where toll lanes end and that traffic
must merge into general lanes. VDOT'’s plan to shift congestion to Oxon Hill and block future

Metrorail would worsen regional transportation conditions.
We urge members of the TPB to remove the Southside Express Lanes from Visualize 2050.

Doug Kelley

wuya@earthlink.net

9904 Renfrew Rd

Silver Spring, Maryland 20901-2217






Laura Bachle

From: Sean Kelley <seanrkelleyl @gmail.com>

Sent: Monday, June 17, 2024 1:36 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Public Comment in re 6.20.24 Item 7 1-495 Southside Express Lanes

Transportation Planning Board members:

| am writing to oppose the inclusion of a project in your "Visualize" master plan that uses space on the Woodrow Wilson
Bridge reserved for future transit to add toll lanes instead. It is wrong to take space for inclusive and efficient public
transit and instead use it to enrich a private tolling company. Private tolls do not reduce traffic congestion, public transit
does. In the age of catastrophic climate change scenarios it is also incredibly irresponsible to continue investing heavily
in infrastructure that makes us more and more dependent on the least efficient modes of transport we have available.

Please do not accept these concept renderings as viable and ask VDOT to invest in a more comprehensive study of
alternatives, including direct transit investments and tolling of existing vehicle lanes to relieve congestion. Our goal

should not be to make it easier for cars to move around, but to make it easier for people to move around.

Thank you for your consideration



Laura Bachle

From: DAK4Blizzard@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Daniel Kessler
<DAK4Blizzard@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Friday, June 7, 2024 2:53 AM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s flawed proposal to widen 1-495 from Springfield
to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the promised future
Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto connecting streets in
Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

| think we are all tired of road widening projects that create bottlenecks or don't do much to
improve flow and safety. | say this as someone who primarily drives. There is room for
discussion on improving certain merges and interchanges along the Beltway. (For example, I'm
aware of and support the Beltway's Georgia Ave interchange being reconstructed.) But this is a
completely different animal and a giant step too far.

Please reject this current proposal and demand that VDOT fix its study by evaluating more
effective alternatives consistent with our region’s vision for transit-friendly, sustainable
communities. For now, this project is not ready for our regional transportation plan and should
be kept out.

Sincerely,
Mr. Daniel Kessler
9630 Milestone Way Apt 4121 College Park, MD 20740-4359 DAK4Blizzard@gmail.com



Laura Bachle

From: kha8364769@gmail.com

Sent: Monday, June 17, 2024 8:22 AM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Public Comment in Item 7 1-495 Southside Express Lanes

Transportation Planning Board members:

Do NOT give the space already reserved for the Blue Line Loop or other Metro lines on i495’s Woodrow Wilson bridge to
toll lanes. We all know the difficulty people already have with change, and simply stating that you all could switch it back
to a rail corridor, guarantees nothing and would lead to millions and millions more in additional costs, studies, litigation,

etc. And especially if you all go through with a private toll operator, that makes it all the more difficult to take back.

| was impressed to hear that during the construction of the Woodrow Wilson Memorial Bridge, our leaders actually had
the foresight to plan ahead and invest in the future. But adding another car lane demonstrates the exact opposite, and is
just a signal that leaders now, especially the local ones that took ownership after the bridge’s reconstruction, prefer
short sighted, “easy” gains for votes over actual improvement of society.

NoVA is lucky to have historic cities in its vicinity with Washington and Alexandria being wonderful places to live and
visually appealing as well. Its growth could’ve never happened without the foundations from these cities. It was the
primary reason why | moved to the region, but continuing to expand infrastructure solely for vehicles, and making it look
more like the hellscape that is the Dulles corridor when the rest of Virginia has beautiful natural sights like Shenandoah,
is only going to make the area less appealing.

Thank you,

Kevin C



Laura Bachle

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Geo Kidd <noreply@adv.actionnetwork.org>

Friday, June 14, 2024 2:05 PM

TPBcomment

Remove the Southside Express Lanes from Visualize 2050

Transportation Planning Board ,
Dear TPB Member:

When the Transportation Planning Board (TPB) meets this month to finalize Visualize 2050, |
urge you to vote to remove the Southside Express Lanes from the transportation plan.
Construction of the Southside Express Lanes would block a future extension of Metro’s Blue
Line over the Woodrow Wilson Bridge. Instead of resolving congestion, it would shift a
bottleneck from Springfield to Oxon Hill. Moreover, the Southside Express Lanes are
inconsistent with TPB’s goals to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by reducing vehicle miles
traveled.

The Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority (WMATA) is currently studying a plan to
extend the Blue Line, including an extension over the Woodrow Wilson Bridge. A Blue Line
extension would not only address congestion in a more effective way than adding toll lanes to
the Beltway, but do so in in a sustainable way. WMATA's plan would also provide new transit
service to many communities including Alexandria, Rosslyn, Georgetown, Downtown DC,
Navy Yard, Buzzard Point, St. Elizabeths, Forest Heights, Oxon Hill and National Harbor.

The existing bottleneck at Springfield is emblematic of an inherent defect in toll lanes: They
induce more traffic and then create severe congestion where toll lanes end and that traffic
must merge into general lanes. VDOT'’s plan to shift congestion to Oxon Hill and block future

Metrorail would worsen regional transportation conditions.
We urge members of the TPB to remove the Southside Express Lanes from Visualize 2050.

Geo Kidd

netgk@hotmail.com

14012 Eternity Rd
Germantown, Maryland 20874






Laura Bachle

From: pkinzler@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Peter Kinzler
<pkinzler@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Tuesday, June 18, 2024 6:23 AM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s flawed proposal to widen 1-495 from Springfield
to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the promised future
Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto connecting streets in
Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

The agency’s 495 Southside Express Lanes study also failed to examine a comprehensive
alternative combining transit, transit-oriented development, and travel demand management.
VDOT is ignoring our region’s transit-oriented development and climate change goals. VDOT
also has failed to thoroughly examine feasible near-term solutions to use available right-of-
way for an express bus and HOV lane.

Please reject this current proposal and demand that VDOT fix its study by evaluating more
effective alternatives consistent with our region’s vision for transit-friendly, sustainable
communities. For now, this project is not ready for our regional transportation plan and should
be kept out.

Sincerely,
Mr. Peter Kinzler
7310 Stafford Rd Alexandria, VA 22307-1807 pkinzler@cox.net



Laura Bachle

From: Diane Kittower (drkittower@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
<kwautomail@phone2action.com>

Sent: Wednesday, June 5, 2024 10:00 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Remove the Southside Express Lanes Widening Project from Visualize 2050

Dear Transportation Planning Board,

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Express toll lanes project proposed by the Virginia
Department of Transportation from the regional long-range transportation plan, Visualize
2050.

This project would expand the Beltway from Springfield, Virginia, to Oxon Hill, Maryland, with
toll lanes. This would move the bottleneck on the Beltway from Virginia into Maryland and is
expected to generate more traffic that will feed into local streets. This project is inconsistent
with the goals of the Transportation Planning Board to reduce on-road greenhouse gas
emissions 50 percent by 2030 and 80 percent by 2050. It would also increase air, water, and
noise pollution, including on local Oxon Hill roads adjacent to the Beltway.

Currently, the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority is studying a plan to extend the
Blue Line to National Harbor. The Southside Express toll lane expansion would impede these
efforts by taking space reserved for Metrorail on the Woodrow Wilson Bridge.

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Project from the regional transportation plan
during your June 20 meeting. Additionally, vote to remove all other segments of the Beltway
and I-270 from the plan and re-evaluate the 900 miles of highway expansion projects in light of
our climate goals. Instead of highway expansion, public transit projects--including the Blue line
extension of Metro, transit-oriented development, and Transportation Demand Management-
-are solutions that will actually reduce congestion while cutting climate pollution, improving
public health, and increasing access to jobs, education, and healthcare for residents across the
region.

Sincerely,

Diane Kittower

825 Harrington Rd
Rockville, MD 20852
drkittower@gmail.com



(301) 424-7730

This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual
associated with Sierra Club. If you need more information, please contact Member Care at
Sierra Club at member.care@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5673.



Laura Bachle

From: klamcd@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Caroline Klam
<klamcd@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Thursday, June 6, 2024 10:21 AM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s flawed proposal to widen 1-495 from Springfield
to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the promised future
Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto connecting streets in
Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

The agency’s 495 Southside Express Lanes study also failed to examine a comprehensive
alternative combining transit, transit-oriented development, and travel demand management.
VDOT is ignoring our region’s transit-oriented development and climate change goals. VDOT
also has failed to thoroughly examine feasible near-term solutions to use available right-of-
way for an express bus and HOV lane.

Please reject this current proposal and demand that VDOT fix its study by evaluating more
effective alternatives consistent with our region’s vision for transit-friendly, sustainable
communities. For now, this project is not ready for our regional transportation plan and should
be kept out.

Sincerely,
Ms. Caroline Klam
4006 N Upland St Arlington, VA 22207-4644 klamcd@aol.com



Laura Bachle

From: Susan Klein (dbpactman@aol.com) Sent You a Personal Message
<kwautomail@phone2action.com>

Sent: Wednesday, June 5, 2024 7:58 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Remove the Southside Express Lanes Widening Project from Visualize 2050

Dear Transportation Planning Board,

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Express toll lanes project proposed by the Virginia
Department of Transportation from the regional long range transportation plan, Visualize
2050.

This project would expand the Beltway from Springfield, Virginia to Oxon Hill, Maryland with
toll lanes. This would move the bottleneck on the Beltway from Virginia into Maryland and is
expected to generate more traffic that will feed into local streets. This project is inconsistent
with the goals of the Transportation Planning Board to reduce on-road greenhouse gas
emissions 50 percent by 2030 and 80 percent by 2050. It would also increase air, water, and
noise pollution, including on local Oxon Hill roads adjacent to the Beltway.

Currently, the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority is studying a plan to extend the
Blue Line to National Harbor. The Southside Express toll lane expansion would impede these
efforts by taking space reserved for Metrorail on the Woodrow Wilson Bridge.

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Project from the regional transportation plan
during the June 20 meeting. Additionally, vote to remove all other segments of the Beltway
and I-270 from the plan and re-evaluate the 900 miles of highway expansion projects in light of
our climate goals. Instead of highway expansion, better public transit including the Blue line
extension of metro, transit oriented development, and Transportation Demand Management
are solutions that will actually reduce congestion while cutting climate pollution, improving
public health, and increasing access to jobs, education, and healthcare for residents across the
region.

Sincerely,

Susan Klein

7101 Sycamore Ave # 20912
Takoma Park, MD 20912
dbpactman@aol.com



(301) 270-0743

This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual
associated with Sierra Club. If you need more information, please contact Member Care at
Sierra Club at member.care@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5673.



Laura Bachle

From: Benjamin Klingaman <benklingaman@gmail.com>

Sent: Monday, June 17, 2024 9:26 AM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Public Comment in re 6.20.24 Item 7 1-495 Southside Express Lanes

Transportation Planning Board members:

| am writing to oppose the inclusion of a project in your "Visualize" master plan that uses space on the Woodrow Wilson
Bridge reserved for future transit to add toll lanes instead. It is implausible that a tolling company would give up
revenue-generating space for heavy rail transit without significant payments that would substantially increase the cost
of a WMATA Blue Line Loop. Moreover, VDOT's concept documentation shows a rosy prediction of the engineering
constraints for adding Metrorail within the limited width of any HOT lanes that would be built.

Please do not accept these concept renderings as viable and ask VDOT to invest in a more comprehensive study of
alternatives, including direct transit investments and tolling of existing vehicle lanes to relieve congestion. Our region

needs to make it easier to move around without a car, and not easier to drive places.

Thank you for your consideration

Benjamin Klingaman | benklingaman@gmail.com | (703) 785-4372




Laura Bachle

From: Joseph Knisely <joeyknisely@gmail.com>

Sent: Monday, June 17, 2024 2:29 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Public Comment in re 6.20.24 Item 7 1-495 Southside Express Lanes

Transportation Planning Board members:

| am writing to oppose the inclusion of a project in your "Visualize" master plan that uses space on the Woodrow Wilson
Bridge reserved for future transit to add toll lanes instead. It is implausible that a tolling company would give up
revenue-generating space for heavy rail transit without significant payments that would substantially increase the cost
of a WMATA Blue Line Loop. Moreover, VDOT's concept documentation shows a rosy prediction of the engineering
constraints for adding Metrorail within the limited width of any HOT lanes that would be built.

Please do not accept these concept renderings as viable and ask VDOT to invest in a more comprehensive study of
alternatives, including direct transit investments and tolling of existing vehicle lanes to relieve congestion. Our region
needs to make it easier to move around without a car, and not easier to drive places.

Thank you for your consideration,
Joseph Knisely



Laura Bachle

From: joeyknisely@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Joseph Knisely
<joeyknisely@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Monday, June 17, 2024 2:31 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s flawed proposal to widen 1-495 from Springfield
to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the promised future
Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto connecting streets in
Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

The agency’s 495 Southside Express Lanes study also failed to examine a comprehensive
alternative combining transit, transit-oriented development, and travel demand management.
VDOT is ignoring our region’s transit-oriented development and climate change goals. VDOT
also has failed to thoroughly examine feasible near-term solutions to use available right-of-
way for an express bus and HOV lane.

Please reject this current proposal and demand that VDOT fix its study by evaluating more
effective alternatives consistent with our region’s vision for transit-friendly, sustainable
communities. For now, this project is not ready for our regional transportation plan and should
be kept out.

Sincerely,
Mr. Joseph Knisely
6012 Westchester Park Dr College Park, MD 20740-2822 joeyknisely@gmail.com



Laura Bachle

From: kinzer@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Lee Kinzer
<kinzer@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Monday, June 17, 2024 10:46 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s flawed proposal to widen 1-495 from Springfield
to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the promised future
Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto connecting streets in
Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

Furthermore, the agency’s 495 Southside Express Lanes study failed to examine a
comprehensive alternative combining transit, transit-oriented development, and travel
demand management. VDOT is ignoring our region’s transit-oriented development and climate
change goals. VDOT also has failed to thoroughly examine feasible near-term solutions to use
available right-of-way for an express bus and HOV lane.

Those of us living in your jurisdictions are beset by National Airport noise from the sky and,
seemingly, soon to be beset by massive traffic conjection, due to VDOT lack of comprehensive
planning!

Please reject this current proposal and demand that VDOT fix its study by evaluating more
effective alternatives consistent with our region’s vision for transit-friendly, sustainable
communities. For now, this project is not ready for our regional transportation plan and should
be kept out.



Sincerely,
Ms Lee Kinzer
2100 Pickwick Ln Alexandria, VA 22307-1828 kinzer@cox.net



Laura Bachle

From: Rocket Koala (rocketkoala@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
<kwautomail@phone2action.com>

Sent: Thursday, June 6, 2024 9:09 AM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Remove the Southside Express Lanes Widening Project from Visualize 2050

Dear Transportation Planning Board,

We know what we need to do to avoid becoming a place no one wants to live or commute.
More roads mean more congestion. It's been shown

Please vote to remove the I-495 Southside Express toll lanes project proposed by the Virginia
Department of Transportation from the regional long range transportation plan, Visualize
2050.

This project would expand the Beltway from Springfield, Virginia to Oxon Hill, Maryland with
toll lanes. This would move the bottleneck on the Beltway from Virginia into Maryland and is
expected to generate more traffic that will feed into local streets. This project is inconsistent
with the goals of the Transportation Planning Board to reduce on-road greenhouse gas
emissions 50 percent by 2030 and 80 percent by 2050. It would also increase air, water, and
noise pollution, including on local Oxon Hill roads adjacent to the Beltway.

Currently, the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority is studying a plan to extend the
Blue Line to National Harbor. The Southside Express toll lane expansion would impede these
efforts by taking space reserved for Metrorail on the Woodrow Wilson Bridge.

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Project from the regional transportation plan
during the June 20 meeting. Additionally, vote to remove all other segments of the Beltway
and 1-270 from the plan and re-evaluate the 900 miles of highway expansion projects in light of
our climate goals. Instead of highway expansion, better public transit including the Blue line
extension of metro, transit oriented development, and Transportation Demand Management
are solutions that will actually reduce congestion while cutting climate pollution, improving
public health, and increasing access to jobs, education, and healthcare for residents across the
region.

Sincerely,

Rocket Koala



5113 Crossfield Ct Apt 15
Rockville, MD 20852
rocketkoala@gmail.com
(240) 888-4479

This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual
associated with Sierra Club. If you need more information, please contact Member Care at
Sierra Club at member.care@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5673.



Laura Bachle

From: arturkolasa@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Artur Kolasa
<arturkolasa@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Monday, June 17, 2024 1:00 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s flawed proposal to widen 1-495 from Springfield
to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the promised future
Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto connecting streets in
Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

The agency’s 495 Southside Express Lanes study also failed to examine a comprehensive
alternative combining transit, transit-oriented development, and travel demand management.
VDOT is ignoring our region’s transit-oriented development and climate change goals. VDOT
also has failed to thoroughly examine feasible near-term solutions to use available right-of-
way for an express bus and HOV lane.

Please reject this current proposal and demand that VDOT fix its study by evaluating more
effective alternatives consistent with our region’s vision for transit-friendly, sustainable
communities. For now, this project is not ready for our regional transportation plan and should
be kept out.

Sincerely,
Dr. Artur Kolasa



13 Ellsworth Heights St Silver Spring, MD 20910-4314 arturkolasa@gmail.com



Laura Bachle

From: jijessek@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Jesse Koplowitz
<jjjessek@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Thursday, June 6, 2024 10:22 AM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s flawed proposal to widen 1-495 from Springfield
to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the promised future
Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto connecting streets in
Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

The agency’s 495 Southside Express Lanes study also failed to examine a comprehensive
alternative combining transit, transit-oriented development, and travel demand management.
VDOT is ignoring our region’s transit-oriented development and climate change goals. VDOT
also has failed to thoroughly examine feasible near-term solutions to use available right-of-
way for an express bus and HOV lane.

Please reject this current proposal and demand that VDOT fix its study by evaluating more
effective alternatives consistent with our region’s vision for transit-friendly, sustainable
communities. For now, this project is not ready for our regional transportation plan and should
be kept out.

Sincerely,
Mr. Jesse Koplowitz
7432 Piney Branch Rd Takoma Park, MD 20912-4206 jjjessek@yahoo.com



Laura Bachle

From: catherinekorona@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Catherine Korona
<catherinekorona@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Tuesday, June 18, 2024 7:13 AM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s flawed proposal to widen 1-495 from Springfield
to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the promised future
Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto connecting streets in
Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

Concerned about increased traffic in our neighborhood, Hollin Hills.

Please reject this current proposal and demand that VDOT fix its study by evaluating more
effective alternatives consistent with our region’s vision for transit-friendly, sustainable
communities. For now, this project is not ready for our regional transportation plan and should
be kept out.

Sincerely,
Mrs Catherine Korona
2232 Glasgow Rd Alexandria, VA 22307-1818 catherinekorona@gmail.com



Laura Bachle

From: katharinekosin@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Katharine Kosin
<katharinekosin@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Friday, June 7, 2024 5:54 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s flawed proposal to widen 1-495 from Springfield
to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the promised future
Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto connecting streets in
Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

The agency’s 495 Southside Express Lanes study also failed to examine a comprehensive
alternative combining transit, transit-oriented development, and travel demand management.
VDOT is ignoring our region’s transit-oriented development and climate change goals. VDOT
also has failed to thoroughly examine feasible near-term solutions to use available right-of-
way for an express bus and HOV lane.

Please reject this current proposal and demand that VDOT fix its study by evaluating more
effective alternatives consistent with our region’s vision for transit-friendly, sustainable
communities. For now, this project is not ready for our regional transportation plan and should
be kept out.

Sincerely,
Ms. Katharine Kosin
4970 Battery Ln Unit 201 Bethesda, MD 20814-4967 katharinekosin@gmail.com



Laura Bachle

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

David Kosterlitz <noreply@adv.actionnetwork.org>
Friday, June 14, 2024 9:43 PM

TPBcomment

Remove the Southside Express Lanes from Visualize 2050

Transportation Planning Board ,
Dear TPB Member:

When the Transportation Planning Board (TPB) meets this month to finalize Visualize 2050, |
urge you to vote to remove the Southside Express Lanes from the transportation plan.
Construction of the Southside Express Lanes would block a future extension of Metro’s Blue
Line over the Woodrow Wilson Bridge. Instead of resolving congestion, it would shift a
bottleneck from Springfield to Oxon Hill. Moreover, the Southside Express Lanes are
inconsistent with TPB’s goals to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by reducing vehicle miles
traveled.

The Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority (WMATA) is currently studying a plan to
extend the Blue Line, including an extension over the Woodrow Wilson Bridge. A Blue Line
extension would not only address congestion in a more effective way than adding toll lanes to
the Beltway, but do so in in a sustainable way. WMATA's plan would also provide new transit
service to many communities including Alexandria, Rosslyn, Georgetown, Downtown DC,
Navy Yard, Buzzard Point, St. Elizabeths, Forest Heights, Oxon Hill and National Harbor.

The existing bottleneck at Springfield is emblematic of an inherent defect in toll lanes: They
induce more traffic and then create severe congestion where toll lanes end and that traffic
must merge into general lanes. VDOT'’s plan to shift congestion to Oxon Hill and block future

Metrorail would worsen regional transportation conditions.
We urge members of the TPB to remove the Southside Express Lanes from Visualize 2050.

David Kosterlitz
david.s.kosterlitz@gmail.com
6209 Hollins Dr

Bethesda, Maryland 20817






Laura Bachle

From: Jeanine Gould-Kostka (jgkostka@hotmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
<kwautomail@phone2action.com>

Sent: Monday, June 17, 2024 10:09 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Remove the Southside Express Lanes Widening Project from Visualize 2050

Dear Transportation Planning Board,

The toll-lane project is not good for Maryland taxpayers. No version to the toll-lane plan will
help Montgomery County residents. We have 12 lanes of traffic (north and southbound) in
Rockville and more lanes will not help the traffic flow. The majority of highway users will be
worse off than they are now if this toll-plan moves ahead.

The Virginia toll roads have not helped taxpayers but has lined the pockets of the private
business that administers the toll lanes. This has been well documented in public docs as well
as articles in the Washington Post. Please do not allow the same thing to happen here in
Maryland.

The toll roads will not address the need to move toward better public transportation options.

Please vote to remove the I-495 Southside Express toll lanes project proposed by the Virginia
Department of Transportation from the regional long range transportation plan, Visualize
2050.

This project would expand the Beltway from Springfield, Virginia to Oxon Hill, Maryland with
toll lanes. This would move the bottleneck on the Beltway from Virginia into Maryland and is
expected to generate more traffic that will feed into local streets. This project is inconsistent
with the goals of the Transportation Planning Board to reduce on-road greenhouse gas
emissions 50 percent by 2030 and 80 percent by 2050. It would also increase air, water, and
noise pollution, including on local Oxon Hill roads adjacent to the Beltway.

Currently, the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority is studying a plan to extend the
Blue Line to National Harbor. The Southside Express toll lane expansion would impede these
efforts by taking space reserved for Metrorail on the Woodrow Wilson Bridge.

Please vote to remove the I-495 Southside Project from the regional transportation plan
during the June 20 meeting. Additionally, vote to remove all other segments of the Beltway
and 1-270 from the plan and re-evaluate the 900 miles of highway expansion projects in light of
our climate goals. Instead of highway expansion, better public transit including the Blue line

1



extension of metro, transit oriented development, and Transportation Demand Management
are solutions that will actually reduce congestion while cutting climate pollution, improving
public health, and increasing access to jobs, education, and healthcare for residents across the
region.

Sincerely,

Jeanine Gould-Kostka
1011 Aster Blvd
Rockville, MD 20850
jgkostka@hotmail.com
(301) 294-8707

This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual
associated with Sierra Club. If you need more information, please contact Member Care at
Sierra Club at member.care@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5673.



Laura Bachle

From: skranowski@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Steven Kranowski
<skranowski@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Friday, June 7, 2024 9:44 AM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s flawed proposal to widen 1-495 from Springfield
to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the promised future
Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto connecting streets in
Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince George’s and other communities.

The agency’s 495 Southside Express Lanes study also failed to examine a comprehensive
alternative combining transit, transit-oriented development, and travel demand management.
VDOT is ignoring our region’s transit-oriented development and climate change goals. VDOT
also has failed to thoroughly examine feasible near-term solutions to use available right-of-
way for an express bus and HOV lane.

Please reject this current proposal and demand that VDOT fix its study by evaluating more
effective alternatives consistent with our region’s vision for transit-friendly, sustainable
communities. For now, this project is not ready for our regional transportation plan and should
be kept out.

Sincerely,
Mr. Steven Kranowski
816 Montgomery St Blacksburg, VA 24060-3431 skranowski@aol.com



Laura Bachle

From: Joy Kreskow (joykreskow@netzero.com) Sent You a Personal Message
<kwautomail@phone2action.com>

Sent: Wednesday, June 5, 2024 8:05 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Remove the Southside Express Lanes Widening Project from Visualize 2050

Dear Transportation Planning Board,

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Express toll lanes project proposed by the Virginia
Department of Transportation from the regional long range transportation plan, Visualize
2050.

This project would expand the Beltway from Springfield, Virginia to Oxon Hill, Maryland with
toll lanes. This would move the bottleneck on the Beltway from Virginia into Maryland and is
expected to generate more traffic that will feed into local streets. This project is inconsistent
with the goals of the Transportation Planning Board to reduce on-road greenhouse gas
emissions 50 percent by 2030 and 80 percent by 2050. It would also increase air, water, and
noise pollution, including on local Oxon Hill roads adjacent to the Beltway.

Currently, the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority is studying a plan to extend the
Blue Line to National Harbor. The Southside Express toll lane expansion would impede these
efforts by taking space reserved for Metrorail on the Woodrow Wilson Bridge.

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Project from the regional transportation plan
during the June 20 meeting. Additionally, vote to remove all other segments of the Beltway
and I-270 from the plan and re-evaluate the 900 miles of highway expansion projects in light of
our climate goals. Instead of highway expansion, better public transit including the Blue line
extension of metro, transit oriented development, and Transportation Demand Management
are solutions that will actually reduce congestion while cutting climate pollution, improving
public health, and increasing access to jobs, education, and healthcare for residents across the
region.

Sincerely,

Joy Kreskow

10704 Malone St

Silver Spring, MD 20902
joykreskow@netzero.com



(301) 649-6424

This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual
associated with Sierra Club. If you need more information, please contact Member Care at
Sierra Club at member.care@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5673.



Laura Bachle

From: Evan Krichevsky (evank2@aol.com) Sent You a Personal Message
<kwautomail@phone2action.com>

Sent: Wednesday, June 5, 2024 7:08 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Remove the Southside Express Lanes Widening Project from Visualize 2050

Dear Transportation Planning Board,

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Express toll lanes project proposed by the Virginia
Department of Transportation from the regional long range transportation plan, Visualize
2050.

This project would expand the Beltway from Springfield, Virginia to Oxon Hill, Maryland with
toll lanes. This would move the bottleneck on the Beltway from Virginia into Maryland and is
expected to generate more traffic that will feed into local streets. This project is inconsistent
with the goals of the Transportation Planning Board to reduce on-road greenhouse gas
emissions 50 percent by 2030 and 80 percent by 2050. It would also increase air, water, and
noise pollution, including on local Oxon Hill roads adjacent to the Beltway.

Currently, the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority is studying a plan to extend the
Blue Line to National Harbor. The Southside Express toll lane expansion would impede these
efforts by taking space reserved for Metrorail on the Woodrow Wilson Bridge.

Please vote to remove the 1-495 Southside Project from the regional transportation plan
during the June 20 meeting. Additionally, vote to remove all other segments of the Beltway
and I-270 from the plan and re-evaluate the 900 miles of highway expansion projects in light of
our climate goals. Instead of highway expansion, better public transit including the Blue line
extension of metro, transit oriented development, and Transportation Demand Management
are solutions that will actually reduce congestion while cutting climate pollution, improving
public health, and increasing access to jobs, education, and healthcare for residents across the
region.

Sincerely,

Evan Krichevsky
9205 Copenhaver Dr
Potomac, MD 20854
evank2@aol.com



(301) 555-1212

This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual
associated with Sierra Club. If you need more information, please contact Member Care at
Sierra Club at member.care@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5673.



Laura Bachle

From: evank2@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Evan Krichevsky <evank?2
@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Thursday, June 6, 2024 12:14 PM

To: TPBcomment

Subject: Keep the 1-495 Southside Express Lanes project out of our transportation plan

Dear Transportation Planning Board (TPB),

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s flawed proposal to widen 1-495 from Springfield
to Maryland would create a bottleneck in Prince George’s County, block the promised future
Metrorail across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, and send more traffic onto connecting streets in
Alexandria, Fairfax, and Prince George’s.

| urge you, through your jurisdiction’s representative on the National Capital Region
Transportation Planning Board, to vote to remove this project from the long-range plan
Visualize 2050.

VDOT claims in public meetings that it is still evaluating a range of alternatives, yet is pressing
the Transportation Planning Board to include its preferred widening and toll lanes alternative
into the region’s Visualize 2050 transportation plan. VDOT hasn’t provided convincing
assurances that the privately controlled toll lanes will not block future Metrorail. VDOT’s study
of project impacts hasn’t even started and there’s no analysis yet of the project’s potential
traffic impacts to Prince G