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The Air Quality Public Advisory Committee (AQPAC) is an advisory body to the 

Metropolitan Washington Air Quality Committee (MWAQC).

DRAFT Minutes for AQPAC meeting of Monday, February 22, 2005


Present:

Sam Black, Board of Trade

Julie Crenshaw, Stewardship of Creation, Chairperson

Jill Engel-Cox, District of Columbia

Charlie Grymes, Rural Virginia

Brian Holmes, MD Highway Contractors Assn.

Rodney Livingston, District Interracial Com. Environmental Equity (DICEE)

Deron Lovaas, Urban Maryland

Einar Olsen, Urban Virginia

COG Staff 

Joan Rohlfs, Chief of Air Quality

1.  Call to Order, Adoption of Agenda 

Chairperson Julie Crenshaw called the meeting to order at 5:10 p.m.  There were no changes to the agenda.

2. Approval of Minutes 

Einar Olsen asked a question about the minutes. Ms. Crenshaw said she received comments on the minutes from Bill Butler and Lee Schoenecker. She sent the minutes to Mary Harris, one of the presenters at the January meeting so that the minutes would accurately reflect Ms. Harris’ presentation. Ms. Crenshaw will work with Brian Holmes to incorporate Ms. Harrris’ edits into the minutes. She said the minutes from the January meeting will be held for approval in March. She complimented Brian Holmes on drafting the January minutes

Ms. Crenshaw said if you have comments on the minutes, call her or you may email comments to COG staff. Members should not distribute non-committee business matters to other members by email. Einar Olsen said he does not want to receive emails not related to air quality.

3. Report on MWAQC and TAC Activities
Two TAC meeting summaries were distributed. In February the TAC heard a presentation from the Metropolitan Washington Airports Authority about the Dulles expansion and the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS). Brian Holmes said it doesn’t make sense that airport emissions would be lower after the two new runways are built. Ms. Rohlfs said the TAC is writing a comment letter on the EIS and will be making that statement.  She said the TAC also discussed potential control measures for the 8-hour ozone standard. 

TAC discussed the proposed 2005-FY2006 MWAQC Work Program and Budget.  MWAQC will approve the budget in April after the Interstate Air Quality Council sends MWAQC its’ proposals.  Ms. Crenshaw asked Ms. Rohlfs to bring the AQPAC budget and description of the work program to the March AQPAC meeting.

Jim Clark said the CALEV bill was introduced in the Maryland legislature and there will be a hearing soon. He said the Senate Judicial Proceedings Committee, (Brian Frosh, Chair) will be holding the hearing. Senator Frosh introduced the bill. Mr. Clark said he would distribute a copy of the legislation to AQPAC members. Brian Holmes said there is considerable opposition to the bill in Maryland. The argument against the bill is that Maryland is only one small state. Adoption of the bill could be contingent on the states in the northeast and mid-Atlantic region adopting it as well. Ms. Crenshaw said it is possible to send a comment letter and also include differing opinions. Brian Holmes said the bill is posted on the MD General Assembly home page/bill status.  Sam Black and Deron Lovaas asked for copies.

Ms. Crenshaw said she received an invitation for AQPAC to nominate a person to hold a nonvoting Stakeholder position on the Technical Advisory Committee. She asked Tad Aburn, the TAC Chair, about an appointment from AQPAC, and he said they are not looking for duplication. AQPAC currently has the ability to comment on TAC meetings because the AQPAC chair attends the TAC meetings, although she is not required to attend.  Ms. Crenshaw asked the committee whom they wished to recommend. Rodney asked to see the form. Brian Holmes asked about the qualifications and if anyone is interested. Joan Rohlfs described the MWAQC bylaws revision that provides for 4 nonvoting “Stakeholders” to be appointed by the TAC Chair.  Jim Clark recommended that Julie Crenshaw be appointed, since she already attends the meetings. Ms. Crenshaw said the Chair recognizes her at the TAC meetings, and it wouldn’t make any difference if she were nominated to be a nonvoting member.

Some members were mentioned as possibilities, but their work schedules would not permit them to attend the TAC meetings, which are held on the second Friday of the month in the morning. Julie suggested that 2-3 people from AQPAC could alternate. Brian suggested that the resumes be checked. Jill Engel-Cox said Julie should go since she’s already attending. An application and resume from Flint Webb, Fairfax County Federation of Citizens Associations, was circulated to see if the committee wished to recommend him to TAC.  Members were reluctant to nominate someone they have never met.  Brian Holmes moved that TAC be thanked for giving us the opportunity to make a meaningful contribution to the process. (Seconded by Jim Clark). Jill Engel-Cox amended Brian’s motion to nominate Julie Crenshaw to represent AQPAC. Jim Clark seconded Ms. Engel-Cox’s amendment. The committee voted in favor of the motion as amended.

4.  Control Measures
Jill Engel-Cox prepared a draft letter incorporating comments that she received. The letter was sent to the TAC on Friday, February 11, 2005. She asked if the committee wanted to send the same letter to MWAQC. Ms. Rohlfs said the Control Measure Work Group recently discussed the priority control measures and the potential to expand measures in the Severe Area SIP to upwind counties. Referring to Table 1 of the control measures, she said the letter supports Priority 1 and 2. Since then there is additional information on cost and emissions reductions. 

Charlie Grymes said a hook is needed to get Virginia to care about air quality. They need to be convinced that air quality will affect tourism. We need to demonstrate that tourism has been negatively affected at Shenandoah National Park. He gave the example of Rockingham and Rockbridge Counties in Virginia that are dependent on tourism from the Shenandoah. Tourism should be the economic incentive to make them care about air pollution. He said that tourism is the number three industry in Virginia. Sam Black said the tourism industry in the District is very aware of the effect of bad air on tourism. Charlie said state tourism agencies are more sensitive.  Regarding the comment letter, he said the priorities in the letter make sense.  Sam Black said the Board of Trade got the chambers of commerce in the area to support the policy that air quality problems affect tourism.

Jill Engel-Cox made a motion to leave the letter the same and send it to MWAQC. The motion was approved. Ms. Crenshaw said she would mention the tourism concern to the MWAQC as well.  AQPAC will write a new comment letter when the cost benefit and reduction numbers for control measures are better defined.

5.  Discussion of the Potomac River Generating Station presentation
Einar Olsen said he thought the discussion and presentation was provocative and interesting. Ms. Crenshaw said Mirant has sued the City of Alexandria questioning whether the City has the authority to revoke Mirant’s permits.

6.  New Business
Julie Crenshaw said she would get information about the Clean Car bill in Maryland and send it to AQPAC members.

7.  Next Meeting Date and Adjournment
The next meeting will be March 14, 2005. The meeting adjourned at 7:00 pm.

