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THE BID



Project 
Objective



GOALS

1. Assess the safety and overall experience for pedestrians.

2. Align work with concurrent plans in the DowntownDC 

BID and agencies’ existing capacities.

3. Implement three quick-win projects and develop longer-

term strategies for pedestrian comfort and safety in high

pedestrian, high visibility areas.

Crashes involving pedestrians are a persistent problem in 
DowntownDC. Despite pandemic-related declines, most of 
DowntownDC has high pedestrian activity, specifically in the 
west end of downtown where there are a high number of 
mixed-use spaces. Considering this, the DowntownDC BID 
endeavors to assess the overall safety and experience 
conditions for pedestrians and develop vibrant, engaging, and 
safety interventions. In coordination with the DowntownDC 
BID, TooleDesign group designed key interventions to support 
the creation of a more human-scaled public realm. 





Strong Pedestrian Activity

Despite pandemic-related declines, most of

DowntownDC also has high pedestrian activity. 

Pedestrian volumes are higher in the west side

of downtown where there is a greater mix of 

uses.

High 

Low

Source: 2021 Pedestrian Activity, DowntownDC BID; Placer.ai



Prioritizing the accommodation of high motor

vehicle volumes has diminished the public

realm and created conditions that are often

unsafe and uncomfortable for pedestrians, for

example via wide pedestrian crossings.

Source: Open Data DC



High motor vehicle volumes combined with

significant pedestrian activity can contribute to

crashes, some resulting in serious injury or 

death (KSI).

▪ 570 reported pedestrian crashes

▪ 58 killed or seriously injured



1. DowntownDC Parks Master Plan

2. Gallery Place-Chinatown Corridor Study

3. Streets for People Downtown Economic Recovery Public Realm Planning (OP)

4. DowntownDC Action Agenda (DBID/GT)

5. Pennsylvania Avenue Initiative (NPCP)

6. Signature Element Planter project (DBID)

7. MoveDC

8. K Street Transitway

9. 11th Street Bus Priority Street

10. 9th Street Protected Bike Lane



Best Practice 
Concepts

Curb Extensions Road Diet/Midblock Crossings Pedestrian Streets/Plazas

▪ Tighter corner radii slows turning traffic
▪ Reduced crossing distances improves 

pedestrian safety

▪ Calms traffic

▪ Improves safety for all users

▪ Increases space for non-motor vehicle 

uses

▪ Create and support a sense of place

▪ Provide additional pedestrian space

▪ Are useful at a variety of scales



Public  
Input



▪ Advisory Committee Meeting #1 – November 9,

2022

▪ Community Meeting #1 – November 16, 2022

▪ Pedestrian Advisory Committee Meeting –

December 12, 2022

▪ Survey – November 22, 2022 – January 6,

2023

▪ Holiday Market and Pop-Up Events in

DowntownDC in November and December

2022

▪ Advisory Committee Meeting #2 – February 10,

2023

▪ Community Meeting #2 – February 13th, 2023

▪ ANC 2C Meeting – February 14, 2023



• Where are your LEAST favorite spots to walk in 

DowntownDC? Please list up to three (3) locations. This 

could relate to the comfort and safety of your walking 

experience downtown, or something else.

The survey provided keen insight into 
which downtown streets need safety 
interventions and the community 
considerations for walkable and 
vibrant streets.

600 
responses

Top 20 “Most Comfortable” Streets Based on Number of Mentions



Site
Selection



To identify possible quick-win locations, the project team looked at several factors

including:

- Crash history

- Pedestrian activity

- Inclusion in other plans

- Conflicts with other plans

- Public input

- Feasibility



Map of Identified Sites









Quick Win Site Selection  

Quick Win Preliminary Design 

Quick Win Install
KEY PLAYERS

Next Steps 

• One out of three sites have designs 
finalized. 

• Soliciting artist for the curbside 
extensions 

• Soliciting feedback from stakeholders 
within the site proximity about design 
concepts 

Winter 2023

Spring 2023

Summer 2023

Fall 2023 Evaluation/Final Report

Project Timeline 



Questions? 

DOWNTOWNDC.ORG



THANKS

DOWNTOWNDC.ORG


