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Item 3 

TPB Technical Committee June 3 Meeting Highlights  

 June 9, 2016 

 

The Technical Committee met on June 3 in the Ronald F. Kirby Training Center at COG. The following 

items were reviewed for inclusion on the TPB agenda for June 15: 

 

 TPB agenda item 7 

The committee was briefed on activities, in which COG staff has been involved, in support of the 

WMATA SafeTrack Safety Surge Plan. This information will be provided to the TPB as part of a 

monthly update on SafeTrack that the board requested in May. In the briefing, staff emphasized 

some of the work of Commuter Connections, including sending 30,000 geocoded emails to 

commuters affected by the first surge and radio ads promoting telework. WMATA staff reminded 

the committee that for each surge, service on the entire line will be affected, even though the 

single tracking zones are localized. 

 

 TPB agenda item 8 

The committee was briefed on the draft 2016 National Capital Region Freight Plan. The TPB will 

be briefed on the draft plan at its June 15 meeting and will be asked to approve the plan at its 

July 20 meeting. This plan is an update of the 2010 plan. For the first time, it will include a policy 

element.  

 

 TPB agenda item 9  

The committee was briefed by WMATA staff about ways that the TPB and local governments can 

work with Metro to implement Transit Oriented Development. This presentation described 

approaches to collaboration, including supporting growth and access in station areas, as well as 

development of Metro property.  

 

 TPB agenda item 10  

The committee was briefed on the final joint planning regulations on metropolitan transportation 

planning, which were published by the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and Federal 

Transit Administration (FTA) on May 27. This rule includes performance management 

requirements designed to promote performance-driven, outcome-based planning and 

programming. TPB staff provided an overview of the process and schedule for meeting the new 

regulations, included the establishment of performance-based targets.    

 

 TPB morning work session  

The committee was updated on staff activities related to the TPB’s Long-Range Plan Task Force. 

Staff reported that at the next meeting, scheduled for the morning of June 15, participants would 

be asked to discuss draft project selection criteria that were distributed at the May meeting.    

 

The following item were presented for information and discussion: 

 The committee was briefed on a proposed process for evaluating the TPB’s public involvement 

activities. This evaluation is scheduled to be conducted in the fall.  

 

Finally, the TPB acknowledged the upcoming retirement of TPB staffer Bob Griffiths who has played 

important roles in nearly all aspects of the TPB’s work for more than 40 years. To honor Bob, the 

committee asked him to chair the meeting.  As a final item on the agenda, committee members all had 

the chance to share their memories of working with Bob and to thank him for his contributions. In 

conclusion, Bob spoke about some of his fondest memories, including the opportunity to work with Al 

Grant, Ron Kirby and Jerry Miller.  
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