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Homeland Security Partners

Allocate UASI Grants to Regional Projects

FY'06 Grants Go To Metro,

Evacuation Planning and Disease Surveillance System

Local and state officials in the National Capital Region (NCR), representing the District of Columbia Mayor Anthony A. Williams, Maryland Governor Robert L. Ehrlich Jr. and Virginia Governor Timothy M. Kaine, announced today how they plan to use $46 million in federal homeland security grant funds.
Money from the Urban Area Security Initiative (UASI) will be used to enhance regional disaster preparedness, including evacuation planning, equipment and training for responding to emergencies on the Metro, an electronic disease surveillance system and increasing the personal preparedness of NCR residents. UASI funds also have been allocated to the District of Columbia, Maryland and Virginia to meet their local and state needs, as well as maintain local and state initiatives previously funded.
In May, the U.S. Department of Homeland Security awarded the NCR $46.47 million in UASI grants for fiscal year 2006.
These limited funds are critical to protecting the NCR, which is the fourth largest U.S. metropolitan area as defined by population and gross regional product. Another terrorist attack on the region would have profound political, economic and psychological effects on the entire nation. 
Because of this limited funding, the region will not be less safe or secure. However, the region will not be able to accomplish as much as expected to further enhance its disaster preparedness. Regardless, the NCR will use its limited funding as effectively and strategically as possible.
The NCR funds its regional disaster preparedness initiatives through the UASI program and with other local, state and federal homeland security dollars. NCR homeland security officials allocated UASI monies to regional initiatives based on limited resources.
Projects that will be funded include:
WMATA Operations Center

The Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority will receive $4 million to build an alternate emergency operations center, which the Department of Homeland Security and Federal Transit Administration identified as a top need. This center will be built using UASI funds, a significant contribution of WMATA's own capital funds, and other homeland security grants. UASI funds also will be used to install additional radio antennas and fiber optic connections in underground Metrorail stations. Fire fighters and police officers from across the region will continue to receive ongoing training on how to respond to emergencies on Metrorail.
Evacuation Planning
UASI funds will be used to fund regional evacuation modeling and planning using real-time traffic data collected from monitoring sensors in roads across the region. Money also will be used to identify and coordinate transportation needs for special populations during an evacuation.
Disease Surveillance and Medical Surge Capacity

The region will continue to enhance its electronic syndromic surveillance system that can quickly detect and track a potential bioterrorist attack. The NCR is the only region with such a multi-jurisdictional system. Additionally, UASI funds will buy additional hospital supplies and equipment needed to deal with a surge of patients from a terrorist attack or natural disaster.
Interoperable Communications

The NCR has already begun installing a secure fiber-optic network that links local, state and federal agencies. UASI funds will be spent to complete this network. Additionally, the region will expand the reach of its wireless broadband network for first responders. 
Personal Preparedness

UASI funds will allow the region to continue its personal preparedness campaign, which encourages residents to take simple, basic steps to prepare for emergencies. These steps include stockpiling three days of food and water and subscribing to the region's free emergency alert and notification system.
The National Capital Region - which is comprised of 11 local jurisdictions, two states and the District of Columbia - prepares for disasters collaboratively. This unique regional structure, in the area that is home to the nation's capital with the associated elevated risks, requires an equally complex system to determine how to best and most equitably allocate scarce resources such as UASI funds. The NCR's elected officials, law enforcement, fire, and public health personnel, along with the nonprofit and private sectors, work together across the region's jurisdictional boundaries to identify projects to improve the region's emergency preparedness.   
Previously, the NCR has received a total of $188 million in UASI grants, which have been efficiently spent on key regional priorities. 
Urban Area Security Initiative 
The Urban Area Security Initiative provides financial assistance through grants from the U.S. Department of Homeland Security to high-risk urban areas. In the NCR, UASI grants are governed by the Senior Policy Group (SPG) in coordination with the Chief Administrative Officers from the National Capital Region. The SPG consists of senior leaders, specifically the homeland security advisors for the District of Columbia, Virginia and Maryland; the state emergency management directors for the District of Columbia, Virginia and Maryland; and the director of the Department of Homeland Security's Office of National Capital Region Coordination.
###
About the National Capital Region 
The NCR encompasses the District of Columbia and parts of Maryland and Virginia, including the cities of Alexandria, Fairfax, Falls Church, Manassas and Manassas Park and the counties of Arlington, Fairfax, Loudoun and Prince William in Virginia and the counties of Montgomery and Prince George's in Maryland, which include the municipalities of Bowie, College Park, Gaithersburg, Greenbelt, Rockville and Takoma Park.

