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Item #5 
 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
 
July 11, 2013 
 
To: Transportation Planning Board 

 
From: Ronald F. Kirby  

Director, Department of 
Transportation Planning 

 
Re: Steering Committee Actions 
 
At its meeting on June 28, 2013, the TPB Steering Committee approved the following 
resolutions: 
 

• SR28-2013: Resolution to approve proposed updates to the functional classification 
of .orthern Virginia and the National Highway System (NHS) in .orthern Virginia, 
as requested by the Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) 
 

• SR29-2013: Resolution on an amendment to the FY 2013- 2018 Transportation 
Improvement Program (TIP) that is exempt from the air quality conformity 
requirement to add funding for preliminary engineering for the I-495 Express Lanes 
Shoulder Use project, as requested by VDOT 
 

 
The TPB Bylaws provide that the Steering Committee “shall have the full authority to 
approve non-regionally significant items, and in such cases it shall advise the TPB of its 
action.” 



  

 



 
TPB SR28-2013 

June 28, 2013 
 

NATIONAL CAPITAL REGION TRANSPORTATION PLANNING BOARD 
777 North Capitol Street, N.E. 

Washington, DC 20002 
 
 

RESOLUTION TO APPROVE PROPOSED UPDATES TO THE  
FUNCTIONAL CLASSIFICATION OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA AND THE  

NATIONAL HIGHWAY SYSTEM (NHS) IN NORTHERN VIRGINIA, AS REQUESTED 
BY THE VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION (VDOT) 

 
 
WHEREAS, the National Capital Region Transportation Planning Board (TPB), which is 
the metropolitan planning organization (MPO) for the Washington Region, has the 
responsibility under  the provisions of Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century 
(MAP-21) for developing and carrying out a continuing, cooperative and comprehensive 
transportation planning process for the Metropolitan Area; and 
 
WHEREAS, functional classifications of highway systems affect transportation planning 
in that the categories (local, minor collector, major collector, minor arterial, principle 
arterial, principle arterial freeway, or principle arterial interstate) are used with highway 
design standards, highway construction funds or maintenance payments, access 
management standards, traffic calming eligibility, statistical reporting, and certain 
outdoor advertising controls; and 
 
WHEREAS, periodic reviews and, as appropriate, updates of urban/urbanized area 
boundaries and/or functional classifications of highway systems generally are warranted 
in concert with U.S. Census updates for urbanized areas; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Bureau of the Census March 27, 2012 Notice issued decennial 2010 
urbanized area information, and each State is federally directed (FHWA 23 CFR 
450.312, 470.105 and 109, and guidance) to use the information and undertake a 
thorough update, as appropriate, of urban/urbanized area boundaries and/or highway 
system functional classifications in cooperation with Metropolitan Planning 
Organizations and/or localities; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Commonwealth of Virginia’s Department of Transportation has 
proposed updates to its current federal highway functional classification system in 
application of 2010 Census information, and coordinated and consulted with the MPO 
on the updates; and 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Transportation Planning Board 
Steering Committee acknowledges that the state has coordinated with the MPO in the 
development of the updates to the highway system functional classifications presented 
in the accompanying summary map. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this approved resolution and the 
accompanying summary map shall be provided to the Federal Highway Administration 
Virginia Division Office for information purposes, and documentation of the MPO’s 
participation in the FFC Update process. 
 
Adopted by the Transportation Planning Board Steering Committee at its regular meeting 
on June 28, 2013 



 
 

 



TPB SR29-2013 
June 28, 2013 

 
 
 

NATIONAL CAPITAL REGION TRANSPORTATION PLANNING BOARD 
777 North Capitol Street, N.E. 

Washington, D.C.  20002 
 
 

RESOLUTION ON AN AMENDMENT TO THE FY 2013-2018 TRANSPORTATION 
IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM (TIP) THAT IS EXEMPT FROM THE AIR QUALITY 

CONFORMITY REQUIREMENT TO ADD FUNDING FOR PRELIMINARY 
ENGINEERING FOR THE I-495 EXPRESS LANES SHOULDER USE PROJECT, AS 
REQUESTED BY THE VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION (VDOT) 

 
 

WHEREAS, the National Capital Region Transportation Planning Board (TPB), which is 
the metropolitan planning organization (MPO) for the Washington Region, has the 
responsibility under  the provisions of Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century 
(MAP-21) for developing and carrying out a continuing, cooperative and comprehensive 
transportation planning process for the Metropolitan Area; and 
 
WHEREAS,  the TIP is required by the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and 
the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) as a basis and condition for all federal funding 
assistance to state, local and regional agencies for transportation improvements within 
the Washington planning area; and 
 
WHEREAS, on July 18, 2012 the TPB adopted the FY 2013-2018 TIP; and 
  
WHEREAS, in the attached letter of June 26, 2013, VDOT has requested an 
amendment to the FY 2013-2018 TIP to add $3 million in Advanced Construction funding to 
FY 2014 for preliminary engineering to upgrade the inside shoulders along northbound  
I-495 to assist in the merging of express lanes with general purpose lanes, as described in 
the attached materials; and    
 
WHEREAS, this project is already included in the air quality conformity assessment of 
the 2012 CLRP and FY 2013-2018 TIP; 
      
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Steering Committee of the National 
Capital Region Transportation Planning Board amends the FY 2013-2018 TIP to add $3 
million in Advanced Construction funding to FY 2014 for preliminary engineering to upgrade 
the inside shoulders along northbound I-495 to assist in the merging of express lanes with 
general purpose lanes, as described in the attached materials. 
 

Adopted by the Transportation Planning Board Steering Committee at its regular meeting 
on June 28, 2013. 
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