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Impacts for Washington 
Region
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pollutantspollutants

3

How is Ground-Level Ozone 
Formed?
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EPA Ozone Standard: 1997, 2008

1997 ozone standard: 0.084 ppm
2008 ozone standard: 0.075 ppm

Both are 8-hour average concentrations
Also, EPA is revising the Air Quality Index 
(AQI) to reflect the new standard.
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Exceedances of 8-hour Ozone Standard
Washington, D.C. Region, 1997-2007
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Note:  Health Standard for 8-hour Ozone is 0.08 ppm.  Data shown are the number of days in each year when at 
least one monitor in the region recorded ground-level ozone concentrations above the 8-hour health standard. 
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1997
8-Hr Standard (ppb)

85 ppb

104 ppb

Good
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Unhealthy for Sensitive Groups

Unhealthy

Very Unhealthy

2008
8-Hr Standard (ppb)

76 ppb

95 ppb

Revised AQI (2008)
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Comparison of the Number of Observed Days Between the Old and New Ozone Standards
(2005 - 2007)
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Observed Code Orange (>84ppb) Observed Code Orange (>75ppb) Observed Code Red (>104ppb) Observed Code Red (>95ppb)
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Schedule

Revised Ozone AQI 5/1/08
States recommend NAA areas - 3/12/09 
EPA designates NAA areas - 3/12/10
SIPs DUE 3/12/13

NAA is Non-Attainment Area

SIP= State Implementation Plan


