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Green Century Bonds 

National Recognition in the Press 



10 

Patents and Licensing Opportunities 
Innovations in Infrastructure Funding at DC Water 



• Corporate Model 
– Patents from R&D, for 

products, primary-business 
driven 

– Goals 
• Monopolize revenue 

products  
• Prevent/defend lawsuits 

– Inventions are works-for-
hire 

– Often licensed, 
occasionally pooled 

• University Model 
– Also applies to government 

labs 
– Bayh-Dole Act, 1980 
– Goals 

• Support American business 
with new tech 

• Bring private products to 
market 

– Universities/labs hold 
patent and can license 

– Conditions: must disclose, 
must share revenue   

Patents and Licensing Opportunities 

Different approaches considered…  



• 12 years of R&D 
– Wastewater plant 

improvements 
– Partners worldwide 
– Cutting-edge 

• CAMBI 
• Nitrite shunt 
• Anammox 

– Patents filed, but not 
leveraged 

• Future patents from 
everywhere else, too 

 
 

• New licensing efforts 
– Personnel policy asserting 

ownership of IP 
– University model (UMCP 

provided guidance) 
– Industry partnerships 
– Royalty on licensed sales 
– Goals 

• Non-ratepayer revenue 
• Bring new tech to WW 

industry 
• Recognition of DCW R&D 

Patents and Licensing Opportunities 

DC Water Strategy 



• Current Patents 
– 4 filed from R&D, dating 

as far back as 2006 
– 2 more R&D in process 
– 1 provisional from the 

welding shop 
– Company-wide search in 

progress 

• Licenses 
– 2 in negotiation 

• Additional Notes 
– Revenue shared with 

inventor(s) 
– Make use of industry 

knowledge and 
connections 

– Cost tracking to measure 
success 
 
 
 

Efforts to Date 

Patents and Licensing Opportunities 
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Q & A 
 
for more information please contact: 
Maureen M. Holman, Sustainability Chief 
maureen.holman@dcwater.com  

Innovations in Infrastructure Funding at DC Water 
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