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Upcoming meetings and items of interest:

TPB Meeting: November 19, 2014

▪▪ Approval of the Update of the Coordinated Human Service 
Transportation Plan for the Section 5310 Enhanced Mobility 
for Seniors and Individuals with Disabilities Program

▪▪ Briefing on the Draft Update of the Bicycle and Pedestrian 
Plan for the National Capital Region
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At its meeting on October 15, the TPB reviewed 
public comments received on the draft 2014 update 

of the region’s Constrained Long-Range Transportation 
Plan (CLRP), and voted to approve the plan.

This year’s CLRP update included ten major new 
projects or changes to projects already in the plan. 
Among them were new streetcar lines in the District of 
Columbia, revised plans for service and infrastructure 
improvements for MARC and VRE commuter rail 
services, and a handful of road-widening projects in 
Virginia. The update also included a new financial 
analysis, with revised estimates of available funding for 

Board Reviews Public Comments on 
Draft 2014 CLRP, Approves Plan

(Continued on page 3)

Every two years, the TPB carries out a survey of 
thousands of air passengers using the region’s 

three major commercial service airports—Reagan 
National, Washington Dulles, and BWI Marshall. The 
survey helps regional planners and airport officials 
better understand use patterns, forecast future passen-
ger demand, and plan ground access improvements, 
among other things.

At its meeting on October 15, the TPB heard the results 
of the most recent survey, carried out last year.

Among the key findings is that most local air travelers—55 

percent of those surveyed—chose which of the region’s 
three airports to use based on which they perceived to be 
the closest, whether based on travel distance, travel time, 
reliability of travel time, or other factors.   

Another key finding was that Reagan National contin-
ues to see about 15 percent of all locally originating 
passengers arriving by rail or bus transit, the highest 
among the region’s airports.

According to Rich Roisman, who leads the TPB’s air-
port system planning activities and who briefed the 
Board on October 15, nearly 32 million people passed 

Results of Latest Air Passenger Survey Presented

all projects in the CLRP through 2040.

The TPB received several hundred comments on the 
draft plan during the final 30-day public comment 
period that ran from September 11 to October 10.

Many of the comments focused on the proposed wid-
ening of I-270 in Montgomery and Frederick coun-
ties in Maryland—a major project added to the plan 
several years ago by the Maryland Department of 
Transportation. 

Some of the comments opposed the widening project, 
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Fall 2014 Street Smart Campaign Underway 
Slow down and watch for pedestrians. Use 
crosswalks and wait for the walk signal. Ride 
with traffic and stop at red lights.

These are just some of the important safety 
messages that will be spread via mass media 
to millions of Washington area motorists, 
pedestrians, and bicyclists between now and 
the Thanksgiving Day holiday as part of the 
TPB’s twice-yearly Street Smart pedestrian 
and bicycle safety campaign.

The campaign officially kicked off Friday, 
November 7. For the next several weeks, 
dozens of area transit buses and bus shel-
ters will don Street Smart’s award-winning 
“Tired Faces” outdoor advertisements call-
ing on motorists, pedestrians, and bicyclists 
alike to be on the lookout for one another 
and to take steps to reduce the likelihood of 
collisions.

The campaign’s key safety messages will 
also be broadcast on area radio and televi-
sion stations and in numerous local news-
papers. Street-level marketing teams will 
wear posters, hand out safety tip cards, and 

engage with pedestrians and bicyclists. And 
ads on the tops of gasoline pumps, a com-
ponent of the campaign added last year, will 
aim to reach motorists in parts of the region 
where the outdoor advertising on buses and 
bus shelters is less prevalent.

Each year, the fall Street Smart campaign is 
timed to occur around the end of Daylight 
Saving Time, when more people are com-
muting home or running after-work errands 
in the dark.

Street Smart got its start 13 years ago as a 
cooperative effort by local, state, and federal 
agencies to reduce the number of pedes-
trian and bicyclist injuries and deaths in the 
Washington region.

At this year’s official kick-off event, held 
November 7 near Howard University in the 
District of Columbia, local law enforcement 
personnel, elected leaders, and transpor-
tation officials gathered to announce the 
beginning of the multi-week campaign as 
well as stepped-up enforcement of traffic 
safety laws. u

2014 CLRP Approved
while others called for it to be completed 
ahead of the planned 2030 time frame in 
order to address severe congestion that is 
already occurring.

The TPB also received numerous comments 
about the environmental impacts of the pro-
posed plan—specifically, that emissions of 
greenhouse gases under the plan are forecast 
to increase between now and 2040, rather than 
falling significantly to meet regional goals 
adopted by the Metropolitan Washington 
Council of Governments in 2008.

Other comments encouraged greater invest-
ment in bicycle and pedestrian infrastruc-
ture; requested study of more Potomac River 
crossings for cars and transit; stressed the 
importance of improving accessibility for 
people with disabilities and low incomes; 
called for a greater focus on addressing truly 
regional challenges; and highlighted the 
need to further reduce emissions of other 
vehicle-related pollutants to meet tougher 
future federal air quality standards.

After reviewing the comments, the TPB 
approved a set of official Board responses to 

(Continued from page 1)
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(Continued from page 1)
Air Passenger Survey

through the region’s three 
airports last year, either as 
locally originating passen-
gers or on connecting flights.

That number has remained 
relatively flat since 2005, 
according to Roisman. But, 
he said, both National and 
BWI have seen increasing 
numbers since 2005, while 
Dulles has seen a drop in 
total passengers.

“There have been many 
changes to the airline envi-
ronment during this time,” 
Roisman explained. “Bankruptcies. Mergers. And regula-
tory changes that have happened at National. All of these 
things have contributed to the changes in passenger traffic 
at each of the airports,” he said. 

At the meeting, Board members focused mostly on how 
people are getting to the airports.

Board member Jay Fisette, who represents Arlington 
County, noted the high share of passengers arriving at 
National by transit and asked how that compares with 
other airports in the United States and around the world. 
He also asked whether airport officials and others could 
do a better job promoting transit as an option for reach-

ing the region’s airports, 
especially National, which 
already has Metro access, and 
Dulles, which has dedicated 
bus service now and will wel-
come the Silver Line in 2018.

Bill Lebegern, of the 
Metropolitan Washington 
Airports Authority, the group 
that runs both Dulles and 
National, said that the exist-
ing Washington Flyer bus 
service at Dulles was recently 
rebranded to promote the 
Silver Line. He said that the 
transit share at National is 

the highest in the country, but did not comment on how it 
compares to major airports elsewhere in the world.

Board member Lyn Erickson, who represents the Maryland 
Department of Transportation, said that the addition last 
year of weekend and more off-peak service on the MARC 
Penn Line serving BWI has boosted air passenger traffic 
there and increased the share of passengers arriving by 
transit.

The TPB’s next air passenger survey will take place in 
2015, with results expected in 2016. u

Board Approves Federal “Self-Certification” 
One of the many action items on the TPB’s October 
agenda was approval of a statement of certification by the 
TPB describing how it has over the last year met all fed-
eral requirements governing the metropolitan transporta-
tion planning process.

The so-called “self-certification” statement bears the sig-
natures of TPB Chair Patrick Wojahn and representa-
tives of the Virginia, Maryland, and District of Columbia 
departments of transportation, each of which affirmed 

the TPB’s compliance with all pertinent regulations and 
guidelines.

Federal law requires the certification each year. Every four 
years, the TPB undergoes a multi-day, in-person federal 
certification review during which federal officials meet 
with TPB staff to discuss all of the various planning activi-
ties undertaken by the TPB to fulfill federal requirements. 
The TPB’s most recent certification review took place 
October 28-29, 2014. u
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In remarks given at the October 15 Board 
meeting, TPB Chair Patrick Wojahn 

briefed fellow Board members on a proposal 
by two Metropolitan Washington Council 
of Governments (COG) committees to 
partner with the TPB to evaluate potential 
greenhouse gas reduction strategies for the 
Washington region.

Wojahn attended a joint meeting of the 
two COG committees—the Metropolitan 
Washington Air Quality Committee 
(MWAQC) and the Climate, Energy, and 
Environment Policy Committee (CEEPC)—
on October 2. He told TPB members that the 
purpose of the meeting was to initiate a joint 
effort by MWAQC, CEEPC, and the TPB to 
engage all sectors in advancing the region’s 
greenhouse gas reduction goals.

According to Wojahn, the two committees 
asked the TPB to take two important steps 
in that effort. One was to affirm greenhouse 
gas reduction goals adopted by COG in 2008 
which call for reducing total emissions in 
the region to 20 percent below 2005 levels by 
2020 and to 80 percent below 2005 levels by 
2050. The other was to endorse the formation, 
by COG, of a multi-sector, interdisciplinary 
working group of professionals to identify 
viable, implementable actions in each sector to 
reduce emissions of carbon dioxide and other 
greenhouse gases.

“The working group will analyze various strat-
egies to quantify the carbon dioxide emissions 
reductions they would achieve, how much they 
would cost, what administrative and legislative 
action they would require, and how long they 
would take to implement,” Wojahn told Board 
members.

Many sources are responsible for greenhouse 
gas emissions in the region, including power-

Board Hears About Proposal to Evaluate 
Greenhouse Gas Reduction Strategies

generation plants, factories, construction and 
landscaping equipment, and cars, trucks, 
buses.

Several other TPB members attended the 
October 2 meeting and shared their thoughts 
on the proposal.

Board member David Snyder, who represents 
the City of Falls Church and chairs MWAQC, 
stressed the importance of working collab-
oratively across disciplines to identify those 
strategies that can realistically help the region 
achieve its long-term aspirational greenhouse 
gas reduction goals. 

“You can set all kinds of goals, but if you don’t 
achieve them, then they’re not really doing 
anybody any good,” Snyder said. “The envi-
ronmental sector and transportation sector 
have to work together.”

TPB Vice Chair Tim Lovain echoed Snyder’s 
comments. “I would hope that we look as 
broadly as possible, and not focus too much 
on just transportation, because there are other 
sources of greenhouse gases that can be part of 
this effort, too,” he said.

Among the Board members who spoke, there 
was broad agreement that a multi-sector work-
ing group of professionals was the best way to 
identify strategies with the greatest potential 
to achieve significant reductions.

At its November 19 meeting, the Board  will be 
briefed on a  resolution to affirm the Board’s 
support of COG’s greenhouse gas reduc-
tion goals and endorsing the formation of a 
multi-sector working group to study potential 
emissions-reduction strategies. u
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Upcoming November 
Agenda Items

The November TPB meeting is expected to include the follow-
ing items:

▪▪ Appointment of Nominating Committee for the Year 2015 TPB 
Officers

▪	 Approval of the Update of the Coordinated Human Service 
Transportation Plan for the Section 5310 Enhanced Mobility 
for Seniors and Individuals with Disabilities Program

▪▪ Approval of Final Call for Projects and Schedule for the Air 
Quality Conformity Analysis for the 2015 CLRP and FY 2015-
2020 TIP

▪▪ Briefing on the Request from the Metropolitan Washington Air 
Quality Committee (MWAQC) and the Climate, Energy, and 
Environment Policy Committee (CEEPC) to Affirm Support 
for the 2008 COG Greenhouse Emissions Reduction Goals

▪▪ Briefing on the Draft Update of the Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan 
for the National Capital Region

▪▪ Briefing on the Highlights of Listening Sessions with Staffs of 
TPB Jurisdictions on How the Region is Achieving the Goals in 
the Regional Transportation Priorities Plan (RTPP)

▪▪ Briefing on the Development of a List of Unfunded 
Transportation Projects u

Audio Recordings of TPB 
Meetings Posted to Web

In response to comments received from the public and 
the TPB, audio recordings of the monthly TPB meeting 

will be posted to the Web within a week of each meeting. 
The October 15, 2014 TPB meeting is the first to be posted 
at www.mwcog.org/transportaiton/tpb/audio. u

the comments. In most cases, 
the responses explained how 
area transportation agencies 
are working together to address 
the concerns and cited, where 
possible, examples of progress 
being made. In some cases, the 
TPB noted that it would for-
ward comments along to the 
agencies and decision-mak-
ing bodies responsible for the 
projects or issues in question.

The Board’s approval of the 
2014 CLRP followed several months of analysis, includ-
ing the federally required Air Quality Conformity Analysis 
and quadrennial update of the CLRP Financial Analysis, as 
well as two other analyses of how well the future transporta-

2014 CLRP Approved
(Continued from page 2)

Subscribe Online

Readers of the TPBnews can subscribe online to 
get this newsletter, the TPB Weekly Report, and 
other TPB-related materials.  

Visit our website at mwcog.org/subscribe and 
enter your name and e-mail address to sign up. 
Monthly notifications are sent out directing read-
ers to find the TPBnews on the web. u 

tion system spelled out under the 
plan would meet future needs 
and achieve key regional goals.

The next annual update of the 
CLRP kicks off this month 
when the TPB approves the 
official Call for Projects to 
solicit new projects or changes 
to existing projects to include 
in the 2015 update.

To see the full compila-
tion of all public com-

ments received on the draft 2014 CLRP, the TPB’s 
responses to those comments, and all other mate-
rials related to the 2014 CLRP update, please visit 
www.mwcog.org/CLRP2014. u
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November 2014
7	 TPB Technical Committee (9 am)

7	 TPB Steering Committee (noon)

12	 Bike to Work Day Steering Committee (10 am)

13	 Citizens Advisory Committee (6 pm)

18 	 Commuter Connections Subcommittee (noon)

18	 Bicycle and Pedestrian Subcommittee (1 pm)

19 	 Transportation Planning Board (noon)

21	 Travel Forecasting Subcommittee (9:30 am)

25	 Public Transportation Subcommittee (noon)

December 2014
5	 TPB Technical Committee (9 am)

5	 TPB Steering Committee (noon)

10	 Regional Taxicab Regulators Task Force (1 pm)

11	 Citizens Advisory Committee (6 pm)

16 	 Commuter Connections Ridematching 
Committee (10 am)

16	 Regional TDM Marketing Group (noon)

17 	 Transportation Planning Board (noon)

January 2015
7	 Bike to Work Day Steering Committee (10 am)

20	 Employer Outreach Committee (10 am)

20 	 Commuter Connections Subcommittee (noon)

21 	 Transportation Planning Board (noon)

23	 Travel Forecasting Subcommittee (9:30 am)


