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11:00
4.
Update to COG’s Bay Policy Principles
Ted Graham, COG staff

In 1997, the COG Board approved R25-97, which established four policy principles that have guided COG’s perspective on Chesapeake Bay programs and policies. Given the increasingly regulatory nature of the Bay Program, the CBPC directed in its 2009 priorities that these principles be re-examined and potentially revised.  Staff has recommended some key revisions to the principles (Att. 4a).  Mr. Graham will brief members on these revisions, which were reviewed by the Water Resources Technical Committee (WRTC) at its March 12 meeting.  If approved, these will be presented to the COG Board for adoption (Att. 4b)
Recommended Action: Approve proposed update to COG’s Policy Principles for Chesapeake Bay Restoration for presentation at the April 8 COG Board meeting.

11:20
5.
Chesapeake Bay Program Developments
Tanya Spano, COG staff
Ms. Spano will provide updates, analysis and recommendations from the WRTC on the following Bay program policy issues:

· plans for allocating nutrient and sediment loads on a geographic-political basis and potentially at the local level
· plans for establishing what is feasible for the various sources of nutrients and sediment to do to reduce their loads and determining whether such plans are affordable
· plans for the Chesapeake Bay Executive Council to establish two-year “implementation milestones” at its May 2009 meeting. She will suggest an option for comment on the milestones.
Recommended action The WRTC is not recommending specific policy actions regarding the first two bullets at this time, although it does plan to send a letter to the appropriate Bay Program committee outlining specific technical concerns. Direct staff to develop milestone comments for further review by the CBPC’s Executive Committee.
11:35
6.
Federal/State Legislative and Budget Developments
Steve Bieber, COG staff
Mr. Bieber will update the committee on the following legislative and budget developments regarding Bay funding:

· water infrastructure details in the financial stimulus package and state plans for spending it

· water infrastructure details in the FY 2009 Omnibus Spending Bill and in the Obama administration’s proposed FY 2010 budget

· funding for wastewater plants and other relevant legislation in the Virginia General Assembly, and

· the status of water quality-related legislation still pending in the Maryland General Assembly
Recommended action: Direct staff to work with the committee leadership to take action, where appropriate, on these budget and legislative issues
11:45
7.
Staff Updates
various COG staff
· FY 2010 Regional Water Fund work program and budget
· Potomac Water Quality report
· Regional outreach efforts – infrastructure and water resource protection initiatives
· Updated 2009 policy focus document (Att. 7)
11:55
8.
New Business
Members
12:00
9.
Adjourn

(The next meeting is scheduled for Friday, May 15, 2009, 10 a.m. – 12 noon.)
Enclosures/Handouts:

Item 2

DRAFT meeting summary of Jan. 16, 2009

Item 3a
“Anacostia River Clean-Up and Protection Act of 2009,” District of Columbia Council legislation B18-0150
         3b

Maryland HB 1210 and accompanying fiscal note (distributed separately); Virginia HB 1814
         3c

Draft COG Board Resolution endorsing regional carryout bag policy
Item 4a

Draft COG Board Resolution revising Bay policy principles
         4b

DRAFT COG Board memo transmitting principles resolution – distributed separately
Item 7

Final CBPC Focus for 2009
Chesapeake Bay and Water Resources Policy Committee





Date: 	Friday, March 20, 2009


Time:  10:00 a.m. – 12 noon*		


Place:	Third Floor Board Room


777 North Capitol Street, NE


Washington, DC 20002





*Lunch will be available for committee members and alternates after the meeting.





Meeting Agenda


	


10:00	1.	Introductions and Announcements	Hon. Cathy Drzyzgula, Chair


City of Gaithersburg





10:10	2.	Approval of Meeting Summary for Jan. 16, 2009	Chair Drzyzgula





Recommended action: Approve DRAFT Meeting Summary (Att. 2). 





10:15	3.	Proposed Policy on Carryout Bags	Stuart Freudberg, Director


of Env. Programs, COG





		John Snarr, COG staff





		Dana Minerva, Anacostia Restoration Part. Exec. Dir. 





		Hon. Tommy Wells, District of Columbia Council





District of Columbia Council Member Tommy Wells has introduced legislation to ban disposable non-recyclable plastic carryout bags and to establish a fee on other disposable carryout bags (Att. 3a). He is asking COG to establish a similar position as regional policy and will explain how such a policy would support water quality improvement efforts in the Anacostia River basin and throughout the Potomac basin.  Similar legislation has been introduced in Maryland by Del. Albert Carr and in Virginia by Del. Adam Ebbin. (Att. 3b)





Mr. Freudberg will provide an overview on the issue; Mr. Snarr will summarize the outcomes from a special meeting of the COG Recycling Committee held on March 19th; and Ms. Minerva will summarize the results of recent trash monitoring in the Anacostia watershed in the District and Maryland.   Council Member Wells will then present his proposed legislation.  The Committee is requested to consider Resolution RXX-09, which endorses Mr. Wells’ legislative approach for the entire region.  If approved, COG would advocate that similar legislation be adopted in the District of Columbia, Maryland and Virginia.





Recommended Action: Approve Resolution Rxx-09 (Att. 3c) for consideration by the COG Board at its April 8, 2009 meeting.
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