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Maximize operational 
effectiveness and safety of the transportation system
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Enhance environmental quality, 
and protect natural and cultural resources 
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Support inter-regional and 
international travel and commerce  
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Make it easier and safer to get to bus stops and 
rail stations, especially by modes other than 
car, and make bus stops and areas around rail 
stations more comfortable and inviting. 
  

• Build sidewalks and pedestrian crosswalks 
and/or overpasses  

• Connect bicycle paths to transit stops  
• Install protective shelters, curb ramps, and 

better lighting at or near stations 
• Improve signage and wayfinding  
• Provide bike-share and car-share services 

 
 

 
 

Make targeted roadway improvements that 
provide congestion relief for drivers in key 
locations throughout the region. 
 
• Install extra turn lanes, extend highway on- 

and off-ramps, and build new lanes where 
doing so is modest in cost and provides 
congestion relief that supports other 
regional goals 

 

 
 

1 2 

 

Strategies 



12 

Make electric vehicles more convenient to use 
and encourage more consumers and 
businesses to purchase such vehicles.   
 

• Invest in a system of public-access electric 
vehicle recharging stations 

• Offer tax credits to private businesses that 
install recharging stations 

• Offer benefits, to owners of electric vehicles 
• Pursue all-electric car fleets for car-sharing 

programs and for public agencies and other 
organizations with vehicle fleets 

 

 
 

 

 

Encourage commuters to use travel modes 
that make efficient use of limited roadway 
space at peak hours. 
 

• Reach out with more information on 
alternative ways to get to work, including 
by transit, carpool, vanpool, bicycle or 
walking, or by teleworking  

• Provide more incentives for first-time users 
of alternative commute modes 

• Help employers establish commute 
alternative programs 
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Make walking a viable transportation choice 
for more people in more places by making it 
safer, easier, and more convenient. 
 

• Add sidewalks and improve existing ones 
• Install crossing signals at more crosswalks, 

pedestrian refuge islands, raised medians 
• Employ traffic calming to reduce speeds in 

areas where there are a lot of pedestrians 
• Provide direct pedestrian connections 

between nearby streets and land uses 
• Ensuring accessibility to all users 
 
  

 

 

 

Make bicycling a viable transportation choice 
for more people in more places by making it 
safer, easier, and more convenient. 
 
• Invest in more bike lanes and bike paths 
• Expand bike-sharing systems like Capital 

Bikeshare 
• Provide more bicycle parking 
• Increase workplace amenities for bicyclists, 

such as showers and changing rooms 
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Keep the Metrorail, Metrobus, local bus, and 
commuter rail systems in the region safe and in 
good working order. 
 

• Finish carrying out the backlog of 
deferred maintenance 

• Set up systems to address maintenance 
challenges as they arise 

• Secure dedicated, reliable sources of 
funding to ensure maintenance is 
carried out as needed 

 
 

  

Ensure that roadways and bridges provide 
safe, reliable, and comfortable travel for 
people and goods. 

 
• Ensure that needed road and bridge 

maintenance projects are completed as a 
first priority for use of highway funding 
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Apply priority bus treatments on key routes to 
make bus transit faster, more reliable, and 
more convenient. 

 
• Roadway improvements to allow buses to 

bypass traffic congestion 
• Signal priority, to give buses green lights 
• Curb extensions, station platforms, pre-

boarding payment and low-floor buses  
• Real-time bus information to help travelers 

plan their trips 

 
 

 

 

Smooth traffic flow and minimize delays on 
the existing road network. 
  
• Coordinate traffic signals and construction 

schedules 
• Provide travelers with more real-time 

traffic information 
• Respond to and clear traffic accidents 

more quickly 
• Prepare for severe weather and other 

highly disruptive incidents 
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Improve access to the existing transit system 
and other transportation services for people 
with disabilities, in order to create more and 
better travel options for all individuals.   
  
• Improve MetroAccess and other paratransit 

services, and provide more wheelchair-
accessible taxis region-wide 

• Coordinate programs that benefit those with 
disabilities  

• Encourage Complete Streets  
 
  

 

 

 

Apply non-engineering solutions to make the 
transportation system safer and reduce the 
number of traffic-related injuries and 
fatalities. 
  

• Update existing traffic laws to make 
roadways safer for all users  

• Improve enforcement of traffic laws, 
through stepped up in-person 
enforcement and automated enforcement  

• Increase public information and outreach 
regarding traffic laws 
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1. Build express toll lanes on most interstate 
highways and some major arterial highways 

2. Operate a network of bus rapid transit on 
express toll lanes, with connections 
primarily to Activity Centers and/or major 
rail stations 

 

Express toll lanes will give drivers throughout the 
region the option to avoid highway congestion. New 
rapid bus service on the toll lanes will provide high-
capacity, congestion-free travel and bring transit 
service to new areas. Tolls collected on the express toll 
lanes will cover much of the cost of the new lanes and 
bus service.  
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1. Concentrate more development in Activity 
Centers to achieve land-use and 
transportation efficiencies 

2. Increase capacity of the existing rail and bus 
network to meet rising demand 

3. Expand pedestrian and bicycle 
infrastructure, especially in Activity Centers, 
to enhance local circulation and encourage 
more bicycling and walking 

 

More housing and jobs located near transit means 
more people can use the transit system, and will have 
more opportunities to walk or bicycle to nearby 
destinations. Increased transit capacity, including 8-car 
trains and station enhancements on Metrorail will 
accommodate increased ridership demand.  
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1. Build express toll lanes on most interstate highways 
and some major arterial highways 

2. Operate a network of bus rapid transit on express 
toll lanes, with connections primarily to Activity 
Centers and/or major rail stations 

3. Concentrate more development in Activity Centers 
to achieve land-use and transportation efficiencies 

4. Increase capacity of the existing rail and bus 
network to meet rising demand 

5. Expand pedestrian and bicycle infrastructure, 
especially in Activity Centers, to enhance local 
circulation and encourage more bicycling and 
walking 

 

Combining the elements above will give more people in 
the region greater access to a wider variety of travel 
options.  
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Survey 

For each challenge we ask: 
 
In order to reach the goal, how significant is each challenge? 
Rate from 1 star (not significant)                          to 5 stars (very significant) 
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Survey 

NOTE:  The observed number of respondents for carpool, walk/bike, and other transportation mode users 
is very low. Information that is reported for each of these modes is meant to be illustrative.   
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Survey 

For each strategy we ask: 
 
Do you support this strategy?  

Oppose Support 

How would you pay for it?  
• Additional dedicated Funding 
• Compete for existing funds 
• Don’t support/fund 

& 
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Survey 

NOTE:  The observed number of respondents for carpool, walk/bike, and other transportation mode users 
is very low. Information that is reported for each of these modes is meant to be illustrative.   
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Survey 
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Survey 

44.5% 20.1% 35.4% 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Confident Neutral Not Confident

75.0% 15.6% 9.4% 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Important Neutral Not Important

21.6% 14.9% 63.6% 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

No Neutral Yes
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